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  Introducing Multiplay Drama




  John O’Donovan




  Every year, a great number of original plays are commissioned and performed by drama schools, educational institutions, and youth, student and amateur-theatre companies. Reading them, talking to their writers, seeing them in production, we are always struck by the complexity of their themes, the invention of their storytelling and the calibre of their playwrights.




  Some of these plays are revived in professional productions – for instance, Growth by Luke Norris was first seen at the Royal Welsh College before being revised and produced on tour by Paines Plough in their pop-up theatre, Roundabout, and winning a Fringe First Award in Edinburgh – but most haven’t yet had a further life. It seems like the very raison d’être of many of these plays – the creation of large-scale complex pieces for young, large casts – has meant theatre companies, hamstrung by ever-shrinking budgets, haven’t been able to find a way to give the plays the continuing existence that they deserve.




  That’s why Nick Hern Books has created Multiplay Drama – a new series aiming to bring back to the fore some of the best plays for large casts we’ve read. Offering ten high-quality plays that originated with various drama schools and youth-theatre companies, it provides a selection of ambitious, complex, dramatic and theatrical plays with one common factor: large casts of rich, exciting characters for teenagers and young adults to perform.




  No one-person shows. No knotty two-handers. No triptychs. These are plays with big ideas and need big companies to put them across. From the relatively modest seven-hander Blue to the 75+ speaking characters in katzenmusik, these plays offer multiple perspectives and clamorous takes on some of the most important issues of today.




  In making these plays available to read and perform, we’re hoping to see a legion of other drama schools, youth theatres, student-drama societies, sixth-form colleges and amateur-theatre companies gaining ready access to the kinds of plays that interrogate both theatrical storytelling form as vigorously as they question the world we live in today. In every play in this first ‘season’ of the initiative, actors will find roles that are fleshed out and demand self-reflection, that justify their time on the stage and find their place within a larger set of characters.




  If your performance group is looking for a play that builds a post-apocalyptic world and focuses on a large group of identifiable characters navigating through a dystopian vision of Britain – we have the play for you; if you prefer a play where a Chorus comes and narrates across time zones and locations, splitting up voices to tell a fragmented story – we have the play for you; if you want to wonder what it’s like to spend every day in a psychiatric unit; or in mourning for a loved one; or even what it’s like to metamorphose into an animal – we have the plays for you…




  Multiplay Drama is a great way for plays with large casts to find even larger audiences. Commissioned by some of the most illustrious educational and youth groups in the country, and featuring playwrights whose work has been seen on the most celebrated of stages, these ten plays offer rigorous storytelling, unflinching explorations of contemporary issues, and a willingness to experiment with theatrical form and invest even the smallest of roles with significance and dignity. They are ideal for companies with a lot of performers looking for fresh, modern and dramatic stances on the world we live in today.




  John O’Donovan is Consultant Editor at Nick Hern Books.
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  An exciting new series of large-cast plays, specifically written to be performed by and appeal to older teenagers and young adults.
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        The Red Helicopter


      

    




    

      	

        Laura Lomas


      



      	 



      	

        Robin French


      

    




    

      	

        Blue
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        Joe Ward Munrow


      



      	 



      	

        Zawe Ashton


      

    




    

      	

        katzenmusik


      



      	 



      	

        Spooky Action at a Distance


      

    




    

      	

        Tom Fowler


      



      	 



      	

        Eve Leigh


      

    




    

      	

        Landmines


      



      	 



      	

        THREE


      

    




    

      	

        Phil Davies


      



      	 



      	

        Sophie Ellerby


      

    




    

      	

        The Real Estate


      



      	 



      	

        VS09


      

    




    

      	

        Freddie Machin


      



      	 



      	

        Hayley Squires


      

    


  




  ‘Some of the freshest and most relevant theatre being made today is when dynamic next-generation playwrights collaborate with young companies and drama schools. Making these plays available will continue to bring them to life in new and exciting ways. A brilliant initiative.’ Sarah Frankcom, Artistic Director of Manchester’s Royal Exchange Theatre, and Director Designate of LAMDA




  www.multiplaydrama.co.uk




  





  




  katzenmusik was first performed by the Royal Court Youth Theatre, at the Royal Court Jerwood Theatre Upstairs, London, on 18 August 2017. The cast was as follows:




  Michael Antwi




  Yoseph Ariyah




  Jean Paul Caicedo




  Nyah Campbell




  Izzy Collie Cousins




  Madeline Charlemagne




  Clementino Dankyi




  Adelina Donaldson




  Melina Farahani




  Anakin Fox




  Drew Gregg




  Akhere Ihoeghinlan




  William Jones




  Ahmed Khalik




  Jasmine Metcalfe




  Shane Mowatt




  Caleb Obediah




  Patrick Philpott




  Helen Reith




  Kieran Smith




  Honei-May Dempsey Stephenson




  Mercy Julia Suthesh




  Joseph Vaiana




  Francesca Ward




  Scarlett Ward




  

    

      	

        Director


      



      	

         


      



      	

        Romana Flello and Chris Sonnex


      

    




    

      	

        Designer


      



      	

         


      



      	

        Kaajel Patel


      

    




    

      	

        Lighting Designer


      



      	

         


      



      	

        Ali Hunter


      

    




    

      	

        Composer


      



      	

         


      



      	

        Duramaney Kamara


      

    




    

      	

        Movement Director


      



      	

         


      



      	

        Jess Tucker Boyd


      

    


  




  





  




  Characters




  MAYOR




  ASSISTANT




  VET




  OWNER




  VOICEMAIL




  MAUREEN




  CALLERS 1 and 2




  NEIGHBOURS 1 to 3




  STUART




  JEAN




  SALES REP




  SALES MANAGER




  CUSTOMERS 1 to 4




  RESIDENT




  PAINTER




  BOYS 1 to 4




  OWEN




  RADIO HOST




  CAROL




  RADIO REPORTER




  TAXI DRIVER




  JAMIE




  LAUREN




  KEITH




  PARENTS 1 and 2




  CHILDREN 1 and 2




  JOURNALISTS 1 to 4




  GRACE




  VIEWERS 1 to 3




  POLICE OFFICERS 1 and 2




  ATTACKERS 1 and 2




  TWITTER USERS 1 to 9




  BROTHER




  LOCALS 1 to 8




  BARTENDER




  JACKIE




  DOCTOR




  CLUBBER 1 to 3




  TRAIN STATION ATTENDANT




  EMPLOYMENT ADVISOR




  INVESTOR 1 and 2




  BOSS




  



  


  katzenmusik


   (German, n.)


   caterwaul; a shrill howling or wailing noise (of a cat)
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  Scene One: Burnside Town Square




  MAYOR and ASSISTANT.





  MAYOR. Read them to me.




  ASSISTANT. Now?




  MAYOR. Yes. Quickly.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We will not be divided.’




  MAYOR. No.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We will not be conquered by cowards.’




  MAYOR. No.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We will not cower in the face of barbarism.’




  MAYOR. God no.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We will not be broken.’




  MAYOR. No.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We will not be weakened.’




  MAYOR. No. Did you write these?




  ASSISTANT. Uh – no. Well, some of them. I mean we all did.




  MAYOR. Right. Go on.




  ASSISTANT. Uh – ‘We will not be threatened.’




  MAYOR. No.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We will not be defeated by hate.’




  MAYOR. No.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We are stronger united.’




  

    Beat.


  




  MAYOR. Again?




  ASSISTANT. What?




  MAYOR. Again. Say it again.




  ASSISTANT. ‘We are stronger united.’




  MAYOR. Yes. Yes it’s…




  

    Beat.


  



  I mean it’s not that.






  ASSISTANT. Right.




  MAYOR. No, but it’s something like that. Something more positive.




  ASSISTANT. Sure.




  MAYOR. And it’s going here, is it? The plaque.




  ASSISTANT. Yes. Here. Under the cat.




  MAYOR. Great. Anything else?




  ASSISTANT. Your speech.




  MAYOR. What about it?




  ASSISTANT. Well I’m writing it at the moment and I – um – I just wondered if I should mention Jackie?




  MAYOR. Jackie?




  ASSISTANT. Jackie Williams.




  MAYOR. What? No. No, obviously not. No.




  ASSISTANT. Right sorry.




  MAYOR. No. Just write about remembering – remembering the tragedy and not forgetting the tragedy but also how we’ve moved on from the tragedy. How we’re stronger – as a community. As a town.




  ASSISTANT. Of course.




  MAYOR. What about press?




  ASSISTANT. What about them?




  MAYOR. Have they been notified?




  ASSISTANT. Oh. Yes. All the Burnside papers are coming. And a few nationals.




  MAYOR. Great.




  ASSISTANT. The Herald actually asked about getting an interview.




  MAYOR. Tell them no. Is that everything?




  ASSISTANT. Uh – no there is actually one more thing. It’s about graffiti.
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