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INTRODUCTION


I have always been a proud Nelsoner and a proud Lancastrian, a pride which has probably been enhanced by my forty-year exile in Kent, during which time I developed a desire to learn as much as I could about my hometown, home-county and family history. As a result of my researches I amassed a collection of over 200 Lancashire books and booklets, together with a mass of information relating to and peripheral to my family history. This information includes stories and histories that interested and intrigued me, and I have long felt the need to share them with a wider audience, hence this book.


My intention is to present a history of Lancashire in a national context, as well as a local one, detailing the significant role played by Lancashire and Lancastrians in the history of England. My aim is to produce a book that all proud Lancastrians will want to read and have on their bookshelves.


Steve Duxbury,
Kent, 2011





CHAPTER ONE


A BRIEF HISTORY OF LANCASHIRE, BC



THE BIG BANG


It would have been most appropriate if the person who coined the expression ‘The Big Bang’ had been born in Lancashire, since the history of Lancashire begins with the Big Bang, but he was not. Sir Fred Hoyle was a Yorkshireman, born in Bingley. I do wish that it had been otherwise. It might be claimed that it is typical of a Yorkshireman to do things with a Big Bang, compared with we Lancastrians, who tend to be more refined, but that is to ignore the fact that many Lancastrians, myself included, have Yorkshire blood in their veins. I once read that, at the 1851 Census, 25 per cent of the population of Lancashire had been born outside the county, Ireland and Yorkshire being large contributors to the stream of migrants, so I will refrain from mocking the good residents of Yorkshire.


I would point out two things about the expression ‘the Big Bang’, however. Firstly, Sir Fred coined the phrase as a derisory comment on the theory that the universe rapidly expanded from a minute point, a singularity, to the size that we see today. He could not believe that the universe started with a Big Bang, and favoured the Steady State Theory, which says that the universe is constant and stable, with new matter being generated to fill the void created by the expansion of the universe. Derisory or not, the phrase caught on. The second point is that diagrams of the Big Bang, showing a huge explosion and outwards spherical expansion of the universe, are misleading. Since time and space was created inside the expanding universe, there is no point outside the universe from which an observer could watch the Big Bang, and there was no medium outside the universe that could convey the sound of the Big Bang to the ears of an observer.


Moving rapidly on, in 1929 Edwin Hubble, an American, demonstrated that almost every galaxy in the universe is moving away from every other galaxy, and the farther away from us a galaxy is the faster it is moving away from us. The inference is that, if we reverse this expansion and look back into history, all galaxies started from the same point of origin – the singularity. The expansion of the universe from the singularity would have started with the Big Bang, some 13.7 billion years ago.


ECHOES OF THE BIG BANG


In 1965, Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson, two scientists researching satellite communications at Bell Laboratories in the USA, picked up some interference in their microwave receiver that they could not explain. The interference came from all directions and they could not identify its source. It turned out that they had accidentally discovered the echo from the Big Bang, microwave background radiation that bathed the whole universe, providing further corroboration of the Big Bang theory. The temperature of this radiation was a mere 2.7 degrees Kelvin above absolute zero.


RIPPLES IN SPACE


Scientists investigated the microwave background radiation in more depth, first by high-flying balloons and more recently by satellite-born instruments. They found that the radiation was not quite uniformly distributed, but was a patchwork of areas that were fractionally lower in temperature than adjacent areas. These tiny ripples or variations in temperature had existed since the Big Bang, and, as the universe expanded, were responsible for the coalescence of gasses into clumps which gradually formed the galaxies. Gravitational forces caused the gasses inside the galaxies to condense into stars, many of which were huge, much larger and much hotter than our own sun. The pressures and temperatures inside these huge stars were so enormous that a process which built heavier elements from lighter ones was able to take place, a process which itself generated huge amounts of energy. Thus, hydrogen was converted to helium, helium to carbon, and so on.



THE DEATH OF A STAR, THE BIRTH OF A PLANET


Our own galaxy, the Milky Way, is a spiral galaxy. It would take a space ship, travelling at the speed of light, 100,000 years to cross the Milky Way galaxy. Our sun, being relatively small, is only able to convert hydrogen into helium, so all the other heavier elements in the universe, indeed, the heavier elements that make up our own bodies, and Lancashire, and the world we live in, were generated not inside our own sun but in some long-expired giant star. After burning for perhaps billions of years, the giant star would begin to run out of nuclear fuel. Most of the hydrogen in the star would have been converted to helium, and so on. It was this conversion that generated the energy to enable the star to withstand the enormous gravitational pull of the mass of the star and keep it from collapsing in on itself. Once the supply of nuclear fuel approached exhaustion, the star would begin to collapse under its own gravity. The inwards collapse of the star would be matched by a huge outward explosion, a supernova, as the gaseous outer shell of the star was blasted off into space. The remains of the star would continue to collapse in on itself until it became a white dwarf star, a fraction of the size of the original giant star, but consisting of hugely compressed matter, a teaspoonful of which would weigh an enormous amount in earthly terms. Our own sun was formed some 5 billion years ago from the gaseous leftovers of a supernova explosion.


Meanwhile, the vast amount of material blasted outwards from the dying star, including all the heavier elements generated within the megastar, slowly coalesced due to gravitational forces, into planet-sized objects, smaller objects merging together all the time to create larger objects. And so, some 4.6 billion years ago, our earth was born. The earth and its sister planets were caught by the gravitational attraction of our sun, forming the solar system, and the earth cooled and hardened, over time. Living organisms were already in existence on the earth some 3.5 billion years ago.


AND THEN IT RAINED, AND THE EARTH BREATHED AND SHIVERED


As the earth cooled, it rained. Well, I know that Lancastrians are used to rain, but this rain went on for eons as the moisture in the atmosphere condensed. Being a weather forecaster at the time would have been easy – rain, rain and more rain. The oceans were born and in time they filled with simple life. Some 2 billion years ago, algae-like organisms called Cyanophytes, also known as blue-greens, were dominant, and over a long period of time these blue-greens were responsible for generating the vast amount of oxygen in the atmosphere that makes the earth habitable. According to Paul Falkowski of Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA, this process developed as follows: 2.2 billion years ago cyanobacteria evolved that had the ability to use sunlight to generate oxygen from water. Then, 1.9 billion years ago, an amoeba-like organism absorbed one of these cyanobacteria, by chance, and from this combination every tree, plant and seaweed on earth eventually evolved. Thus, from 1.9 billion years ago onwards, the combined organism, and the organisms that developed from it, flourished and generated oxygen in steadily increasing quantities. Much of this oxygen was reabsorbed as these organisms died and decayed, but from 750 million years onwards the scale of development and reproduction of these organisms led to huge quantities of their remains accumulating on the sea bed or in marshland as the organisms died, locking enormous amounts of carbon into chalks, limestones and coal measures. This left free the large amounts of oxygen that would have otherwise been required to break down the dead organisms, had they not been converted into chalks, limestones and coal measures. The increase in the oxygen content of the air encouraged the development of animal life. The first plants colonised the land 475 million years ago and the first land animals emerged 400 million years ago.


The earth heaved up huge volcanic mountain ranges and, over time, the volcanic rocks of the earth were weathered into sediments which were deposited in the depths of the seas, forming new sedimentary rocks. As mentioned above, limestones were created in the depths of the seas from the shells and skeletons of creatures living and dying in the seas and coal measures were formed from the compacting of ancient vegetation on land. Sea beds were heaved up by tectonic movements in the earth’s crust and became mountains, and eventually the geology of Lancashire emerged, as further described below.


An Ice Age began 1.8 million years ago and ended just 12,000 years ago, or so. During that time there were several glacial periods where the ice advanced over much of Lancashire and retreated again, the ice reaching its most recent peak 18,000 years ago. We might indeed be in an inter-glacial period now, destined to experience a further ice invasion in the future, global warming permitting. The ice and the huge amounts of melt-water and rainwater that went with it had a significant role to play in shaping modern Lancashire, both in terms of carving out valleys in the uplands and depositing the resultant material in the lowlands, as we shall see.



CONTINENTAL DRIFT


200 million years ago, there was only one continent, a huge one called Pangaea. If human beings had been around, with cars and motorways, they could have driven from Blackpool to Boston, Massachusetts, in a day. Then continental drift set in, as Pangaea broke up and the constituents of Pangaea, the earth’s currently identifiable land masses, drifted away from each other. The speed of the drift was imperceptibly slow, but it was enough over 200 million years for the land masses to reach their present positions. (The land masses are still moving, by the way.)


THE DEVELOPMENT OF MAN


Although, as stated above, living organisms developed on the earth some 3.5 billion years ago, living creatures were confined in the seas until 400 million years ago. Life continued to evolve until the dinosaur era, but 65 million years ago, catastrophe struck – literally. A huge meteor is thought to have hit the earth, on the Yucatan Peninsula (now part of Mexico) in Central America. The shock of the collision and the change in the earth’s climate caused by the blocking out of the sun’s rays (as debris was thrown into the atmosphere by the collision) caused a mass extinction of life on earth, not the first mass extinction in the earth’s history. The dinosaurs suffered badly and were wiped out over time.


Of the living creatures that survived the mass extinction, a species of small, shrew-like animal, our ancestor, appears to have succeeded in adapting and developing and filling the void left by the dinosaurs and other extinct species. By some 40 million years ago, this shrew-like species had evolved into species of monkeys, and, from these monkeys, apes evolved some 10 million years ago. Our ancestors, the hominids, evolved from the apes some 7 million years ago and began to walk upright some 4 million years ago. Homo habilis evolved, followed by homo erectus, until, some 100,000 years ago, genetic mixing and mutation created homo sapiens. Modern man, homo sapiens sapiens, evolved 40,000 years ago.


It has to be said that not much of this development, if any, happened in Lancashire, as far as I am aware. It happened in East Africa, from where our ancestors spread around the world. They were hunter-gatherers, nomadic wanderers, until 10,000 years ago, when they discovered agriculture and started growing crops and tending farm animals on a more settled basis, although there were still forces that caused them to migrate from time to time.


LANCASHIRE AS WE SEE IT


During the Ordovician geological period, some 450 million years ago, Lancashire was almost entirely covered by a shallow sea, off the continent of Europe, and over tens of millions of years a thick layer of mudstone was laid down in this shallow sea, its constituent materials having been washed from continental land masses by immense rivers. Volcanic activity followed as the Borrowdale Volcanic Series threw up the Lake District into a huge dome, baking existing rocks and introducing new volcanic ones. This activity created Lancashire’s oldest rocks, the Silurian slate, limestone and grits of Higher Furness, as we see them today.


Some 350 million years ago, a deeper sea covered large areas of Northern England, and in this sea were deposited the shales, limestone and millstone grit of the Carboniferous period, the limestone being formed from the shells of sea creatures and the millstone grit from the sands washed into the sea by huge continental rivers. Again, during the Carboniferous period, the sea receded, such that a mass of vegetation was able to grow and decay into thick layers, forming the coal measures that have been so valuable to Lancashire. Generally, these limestones, millstone grits and coal measures were turned into rock deep underground by the enormous pressures exerted upon them as further deposits were laid over them.


Subsequent earth movements, some 270 million years ago, folded up the Carboniferous strata, and weathering over millions of years left us with the Pennines, as we see them, partly millstone grit, as in Pendle, Bowland and Rossendale, partly limestone, as in Ribblesdale, and partly coal measures, as in south-central Lancashire. The lowlands of south-west and west Lancashire are under-laid with marls and sandstones deposited in a huge basin created alongside the folded Carboniferous uplands during the Mesozoic period, over 200 million years ago. Large areas of lowland Lancashire were covered with peat and mosses, of geologically recent origin, resulting from long periods of vegetation growth in a damp environment. The mosses conceal the remains of trees, harking back to an era when most of the county was covered by forest.


And so geology, time and weather have left us with the Lancashire that we know, the uplands of Furness and the Pennines, the coalfields of south-central Lancashire and the Lancashire Plain in the south-west and west of the county, but there is yet another factor that affected our view of the county – glaciation.


GLACIATION


The results of glaciation on the county are more than cosmetic. During the last period of glaciation, which ended 12,000 years ago, only certain parts of Lancashire, such as the Furness peaks, Pendle and the higher parts of Rossendale, stood up above the ice. The ice cap was not stationary, but was moving, grinding the earth that lay beneath. Glaciers carved huge valleys, where previously there had been smaller ones. Meltwater carved out ravines such as that at Cliviger. The moving ice shifted vast amounts of earth debris and dumped it in the river valleys of the uplands and across the Lancashire Plain as a thick layer of boulder clay. There are rocks, called erratics, resting in Lowland Lancashire today that can be shown to have been transported from the mountains of Scotland and the Lake District. One large boulder found near Burscough Junction, for instance, had its origins in Scotland. Another erratic, the Great Stone of Fourstones, can be found at Lowgill, on the Yorkshire border, east of Lancaster. Without glaciation, Lancashire would look markedly different to the Lancashire that we see, today.



THE BIRTH OF LANCASTRIANS


Prior to the last glaciation, Neanderthal man (our ancestral relative but not our direct ancestor) was present in the southern half of England, but if any Neanderthals lived in Lancashire at that time (which is unlikely, especially since there were only around 15,000 Neanderthals in the whole of Europe), the evidence of their existence has been obliterated by the ice. Therefore, the human history of Lancashire effectively begins 12,000 years ago, with the last retreat of the ice. As the ice retreated, vegetation invaded the barren wilderness left behind, the vegetation was followed by animals and the animals were followed by humans.


For thousands of years, Lancashire was inhospitable and thinly populated. The earliest evidence of human activity comes from Poulton-le-Fylde, where an elk skeleton and two bone spear-points dating back to 10,000 BC were found. The bones bore signs of cut marks made by humans. Middle Stone Age humans appear to have been the first to populate Lancashire, albeit sparsely. They had their origin in the Mediterranean lands and used small, pigmy flints as weapons and tools. They were replaced by Neolithic humans of the New Stone Age, around 2,500 BC. These newcomers were characterised by better flint weapons and tools and a more sedentary existence, rearing domesticated animals and growing crops. They were the builders of burial mounds, or barrows, that can be seen atop many a Lancashire hill.


The Lancashire coastline at that time was further west than it is today. The sea has since encroached upon the land. Ancient animals used to forage along the muddy coast, followed by humans. Footprints of animals and humans dating back perhaps 5,000 years have been found in the hardened layers of mud exposed by the sea – around Formby, for instance. I found an animal footprint there myself in 2007. I believe that these footprints are of Stone-Age origin.


The Neolithic peoples were replaced by the Celts, who brought the Bronze Age to Lancashire around 2,000 BC, using flints in parallel with bronze. Given its scarcity, bronze was used for the more notable weapons and tools. The Celts were sedentary farmers but were also involved in trading. There was a trade route through the Ribble Valley and there is evidence that items of Irish origin were traded, not just local wares. An Early Bronze Age woodhenge dating back 3,000 years was found at Bleasdale, in Bowland. This large circle of tree trunks seems to have been a burial site, among other things, as burial urns have been excavated from the site.


The arrival of new tribes of Celts around 500 BC heralded the commencement of the Iron Age. Iron Age forts of Celtic origin can be found at Warton Crag, near Carnforth, the largest such fort in Lancashire, Castercliffe, above Nelson and Colne, Camp Hill, near Liverpool, Portfield, near Whalley, Castlestede, near Lancaster, Castlehead, near Lindale on the Cartmel Peninsula, and Skelmore Head, near Ulverston. There is evidence that circular roofed huts were once present in these forts.


During this period, Lancashire found itself subsumed into the tribal territory of the Brigantes, and was about to be absorbed into a much larger empire with the coming of the Romans.
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CHAPTER TWO


ROMANS, ANGLO-SAXONS AND VIKINGS, AD 1 TO 1066


THE ROMANS


Julius Caesar came, saw and went away again. He certainly never reached Lancashire in his military expeditions of 55 BC and 54 BC. The closest he got was probably Wheathampstead, in Hertfordshire. But Britain’s richness, at least its agricultural richness in the southern part of the country, was confirmed. It was left to the Emperor Claudius to take the next step and commence the invasion of Britain in AD 43. He was prompted by the increasing wealth and strength of the Celts, the possible threat they presented to Gaul and the potential mineral wealth possessed by the islands. The immediate spur was the death of Cunobelinus (Shakespeare’s Cymbeline), King of the Trinovantes, of Essex and Suffolk. Cunobelinus’ sons quarrelled over the succession, causing a request for help to go out to Rome.


The Romans’ push northwards was delayed in AD 61 by the bloody rising led by Queen Boudica (commonly but incorrectly known as Boadicea) who led the Iceni tribe in the sacking of Roman veterans’ colonies in Colchester, London and St Albans. The rebellion was put down, with even greater bloodshed, and by AD 71 the Romans had secured the enormous area south of a line from Lincoln, through Leicester, Cirencester and Bath to Seaton on the south Devon coast. Raids south by the Brigantes, perhaps coupled with the promise of mineral wealth, convinced the Romans that the North needed to be subdued. The Brigantes occupied a large area of the north, including Lancashire. In the north-west it fell to a Gaul, the great soldier and administrator Julius Agricola, the Provincial Governor, and the XX Legion, to suppress first the Welsh, then the area that later became Lancashire, which object he achieved in AD 79. He crossed into Lancashire via a ford across the Mersey at Latchford. His strategy was to explore and subdue the estuaries of the north-west and to send expeditions inland from there to pacify the hill-dwellers.
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The standard of the White Horse: Saxon invaders, sandwiched between the age of the Romans and the Vikings, carried this symbol at their head.


The rich agricultural lands of west and south-west Lancashire were Romanised, but to a significant degree, especially in upland Lancashire, the Romans left the Lancashire population to get on with life in much the old way, as long as they did not cause trouble. When they did cause trouble, retribution was swift and brutal. Roman civilisation brought few benefits to the remoter areas unless those areas were close to Roman settlements (and significant settlements did grow up around Roman forts such as Ribchester), in which case the local populace was obliged to keep the legions supplied with provisions and services but benefited from this trade, economically.


The Romans were more interested in places further east and north than Lancashire, places where there was military activity and mining to concern them. Lancashire tended to be something of a transit area. That said, the Romans left their mark in terms of towns, forts, camps and roads. The main towns, camps and place-names were as follows:




Bremetennacum (Ribchester)


Coccium (Wigan)


Mamucium (Manchester)


Moricambe Sinus (Morecambe Bay)


Portus Setantiorum (possibly located on the River Wyre in the area of Fleetwood)


Segelocum (Littleborough)





The main Roman roads were:




Chester to Lancaster and Carlisle, via Wigan


Chester to Manchester


Manchester to York


Manchester to Wigan


Manchester to Buxton


Manchester to Ribchester, via Bolton and Blackburn


Ribchester to Ilkley, via the fort at Elslack


Ribchester to Carlisle, via Bowland and the fort at Burrow in Lonsdale (Galacum, Overborough), near Kirkby Lonsdale, the main route to the western end of Hadrian’s Wall


Ribchester to Preston and Kirkham, via Longridge


Ribchester to Lancaster, joining Watling Street at Galgate






RIBCHESTER (BREMETENNACUM)


The Roman fort at Ribchester lies on the northern banks of the River Ribble. Indeed, the south-eastern corner of the fort has been washed away by the river. The River Ribble was crossed by a ford close to Ribchester. In the post-Roman era, the Angles acknowledged the presence of the fort by calling it the fort (ceaster) on the Ribble. It was known to be a town of archaeological interest during the reign of Henry VIII, when John Lelland commented around 1540 that: ‘Ribchestre …. Hath been an ancient towne. Great squarid stones, voultes and antique coynes be found ther.’ Then came William Camden, who wrote an early English travelogue, Britannia, in 1586, and who visited Ribchester twice. He recorded the following local rhyme for posterity: ‘It is written upon a wall in Rome / Ribchester was as rich as any town in Christendom.’ The rhyme seems to reflect a Roman soldier’s discharge papers, which refer to a tablet in Rome that recorded the discharge of army units in Ribchester.


The fort was initially built, late in the first century, with a double rampart-and ditch-system and wooden palisade. These were replaced in the early second century with a stone defensive wall. The size of the fort is 600ft by 440ft. Outside the walls, a fairly extensive civilian settlement (vicus) developed, servicing the garrison. Ribchester was garrisoned by Roman auxiliaries – soldiers from the various Roman provinces – rather than by Romans. Probably the earliest were the Asturian cavalry from northern Spain. After AD 175, Emperor Marcus Aurelius, having defeated the Sarmatians south of the River Danube, in what is now Hungary, levied 5,500 Sarmatian military personnel for service in Britain, many of whom were stationed at Ribchester. Retiring Sarmatian soldiers settled around the fort and no doubt introduced Sarmatian genes into the native Lancastrian population, to add to Spanish genes already present.


In 1796, a boy, playing on the bank of the River Ribble, found, among other things, a fine bronze ceremonial helmet, elaborately decorated and one of the finest examples of its type anywhere in the world. It is housed with the Ribchester hoard in the Romano-British section of the British Museum and is, in my opinion, the finest exhibit in that part of the gallery. It is probably of Asturian origin. There is a tombstone in Ribchester Museum recording the death of an Asturian soldier. Other so-called relics from the Roman fort are the four pillars that support the porch of the White Bull Inn in the village, although it is not certain that these are of Roman origin.


With the conversion of the Emperor Constantine to Christianity in AD 311, the Romans brought Christianity to England and to Lancashire. It is tempting to conclude that this would have affected the lowlanders and those living outside Roman Forts, such as at Ribchester, more than the hill-dwellers, but in any case Christianity died out with the coming of the Angles and Saxons following the withdrawal of the Romans.


THE ‘ROMAN’ CAMP AT CASTERCLIFFE


Castercliffe, at an elevation of some 900ft, overlooking Nelson and Colne to the north, has long been considered to be of Roman origin. There has been a tendency to call anything antiquated in the area ‘Roman’. There are two pack-horse bridges, at Wycoller and Barrowford (Higherford), that have in past times commonly been called ‘Roman’, but that is not what they are. Castercliffe (also Castelcliffe or Castell Cliffe) itself means ‘small fort on a hill’. The site, enclosing over 4 acres, is an oval series of ramparts and ditches, the outer perimeter measuring 350 by 250ft. Two partial sets of ramparts and ditches are recognisable. In the nineteenth century, a third rampart was reported, although this one has disappeared, and the other ramparts were considerably higher than at present. The ramparts are constructed of local stone and earth, and there are post-holes indicating that one or more palisades provided protection. The post-holes contain charcoal, indicating that the pole ends have been partially burned to prevent them rotting in the ground, and there is evidence of burnt oak timbers. There is also the hint of a further palisade outside the outer rampart.


The site has been damaged by the weather, by the pillaging of stone by local inhabitants for the building of walls and farms, and by the ravages of sixteenth-century coal mining since the site represents an outcrop of Coal Measures sitting on Millstone Grit. Records of the halmotte court at Colne (part of the Honour of Clitheroe) dated 1515 include a plea to miners at Castell Cliffe to fill in their disused pits to prevent wayfarers and farm animals from accidentally falling into them.


There is no evidence of human habitation on the site, except for a few flints and Roman coins found nearby. The coins, and the fact that the site stands close to the Roman road from Ribchester to Ilkley, leads to the conclusion that the site is Roman, or at least it might have been temporarily occupied by Romans or their road-building force. However, carbon dating of the charcoal remains dates the site origins firmly in the fourth century BC, or earlier, the timber remains being earlier still. It appears, then, that the fort is of Iron-Age origin, rather than Roman.


THE ROMAN WITHDRAWAL


In the early fifth century, the Romans started to withdraw from Britain. In the first place, attacks from Scottish Picts, Irish Scots and North European Saxons were increasingly difficult to defend. Then there were insurrections within the Empire and invasions of barbarians from without that demanded the concentration of Roman forces overseas. Rome could no longer pay its armies in Britain. In 410, Emperor Honorius is said to have warned that towns would have to look out for themselves. It is conceivable that the occupants of lowland Lancashire and southern England might have said, ‘Oh, thank you very much!’ in a sarcastic way; the occupants of upland Lancashire might have said the same, but meant it. The Celts had, perhaps, grown soft, shielded by the Romans from their enemies. Romanised Britain, presumably including lowland Lancashire, tried to struggle on as a civilised entity, but the writing was on the wall. Appeals to the Romans, even as late as AD 446, to defend the Celts from the Saxon onslaught fell on deaf ears as the Pax Romana (Roman Peace) could no longer be guaranteed and a new era dawned.



THE COMING OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS


Romanised Britain resisted foreign incursions until about AD 450, following which there was a constant flow of Angles into Britain from southern Denmark and Saxons from northern Germany. The Angles attacked the east coast and filtered westwards into Lancashire through the Pennine river valleys, such as the Aire-Calder and Aire-Ribble Gaps. It is not clear whether they drove out the incumbent Celt population or merged with them. No doubt there were some Celts (Britons) who were driven westwards, and their hamlets occupied by Angles, but the population was small, and there was plenty of room for new settlers, so it seems likely that British and Anglian settlements existed in parallel. There was probably interbreeding, forced or otherwise, so it is again likely that Celtic genes survived the onslaught. Anglian place-names are common, but Celtic names survive as well, including Pen in Pendle, meaning hill, and the river name Calder, from caled (hard, rocky or rapid), plus dubro or dwr (water). If the Angles had completely replaced the Celts, there seems little likelihood that they would have retained Celtic place-names, since they would not have been aware of the Celtic names, nor would they have cared about retaining them.


The ownership of the land area which later became Lancashire changed around many times over several centuries, and was sometimes divided at the Ribble. Around AD 500 the Celts won a great victory over the invaders at Mount Badon (Mons Badonicus), the location of which is obscure. This victory checked the advance of the Angles and Saxons for half a century. In the later sixth century, Lancashire formed part of either Deira, centred on York, or the Celtic kingdom of Strathclyde, stretching down from Scotland. Subsequently, at least part of Lancashire was ruled by the Christian North Welsh. This is the era of the Arthurian legends. In 603, Aethelfrith of Bernicia, King of Anglian Northumbria, whose headquarters was at Bamborough, led a successful military campaign across the Pennines and down the Lune Valley, where he was victorious in battle. Around AD 613, Aethelfrith achieved a much more significant victory, pushing the Welsh back from the Ribble and defeating them at Chester. Lancashire became part of Northumbria, which itself had emerged from a unification of Bernicia and Deira by Aethelfrith, who had married the daughter of Aelle, King of Deira.


Aelle’s son, Edwin, challenged Aethelfrith for leadership of Northumbria and Aethelfrith was killed in battle in 616. Edwin, now King of Northumbria, married Aethelburga, Christian daughter of King Aethelbert of Kent. She persuaded him to convert, and he was christened at York in 627. So, after its demise with the withdrawal of the Romans in the fifth century, Christianity once more came to Lancashire and the North.


Edwin was himself killed in battle with Cadwallon, the British (Celt) King of Gwynedd, who was allied with Penda, a growing force in the Saxon kingdom of Mercia, in the Midlands. Penda devastated Northumbria, which was divided once again into its constituent parts of Bernicia and Deira, with Christianity on the wane. Cadwallon also defeated and killed Osric, King of Deira, in 633, but, later that year, the son of Aethelfrith, King Oswald, revered later as St Oswald, had his revenge, defeating and killing Cadwallon at Rowley Burn, south of Hexham. Thus, the kingdoms of Deira and Bernicia were won back and reunited. Lancashire again became part of a Christian Northumbria. Oswald emerged as overlord of all northern and southern England, as the country edged towards unity, but the Saxon heathen Penda grew in power and defeated and killed Oswald, probably near Oswestry in Shropshire, in 641.
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