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Wallace D. Wattles' "Ultimate Collection" compiles ten seminal works that lay the foundation for the New Thought movement, weaving together themes of personal empowerment, prosperity, health, and spiritual growth. Through a clear, didactic style, Wattles presents a systematic approach to achieving success and well-being, examining the interplay between thought, action, and the universal laws governing them. Each text, from "The Science of Getting Rich" to "A New Christ," reflects his pioneering ideas on the law of attraction and the practical steps to realizing one'Äôs potential in a rapidly changing society at the turn of the 20th century. Wattles was not just a philosopher; he was also a self-made entrepreneur who faced tremendous adversity in his early life. His diverse experiences, including his own struggles with wealth and wellness, profoundly shaped his beliefs about the connection between one'Äôs mindset and success. With a background that crossed paths with the burgeoning self-help movement, Wattles sought to empower others by distilling complex ideas into accessible frameworks. This collection is essential for readers interested in personal development and success literature. Wattles' insights transcend time, offering practical guidance still relevant in today's fast-paced world. Engaging with his works promises transformative insights into the art of achieving one'Äôs fullest potential.
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In "Dynamic Thought; Or, The Law of Vibrant Energy," William Walker Atkinson presents a compelling exploration of the power of thought and its transformative potential. Drawing from the burgeoning fields of psychology and metaphysics in the early 20th century, Atkinson employs a clear, didactic literary style akin to self-help and esoteric philosophy. The book elucidates the principles of dynamic thought, emphasizing the synergy between consciousness and energy, and how harnessing this relationship can lead to personal mastery and success. Atkinson'Äôs writing resonates with the ideals of New Thought movement, inviting readers to contemplate the vibrational nature of their existence. William Walker Atkinson, a prominent figure in the New Thought movement and prolific author, penned more than 100 works on topics spanning philosophy, psychology, and mysticism. His personal journey through financial hardship, illness, and the quest for spiritual enlightenment influenced his writings, imbuing them with an accessible yet profound depth. Atkinson believed that an understanding of the mind's capabilities was essential for overcoming life's challenges, making his insights profoundly relevant during his time and for future generations. This book is highly recommended for readers seeking personal empowerment and a deeper understanding of the mind'Äôs potential. Atkinson'Äôs teachings, still relevant today, provide practical wisdom for those interested in self-mastery and the dynamics of thought, making "Dynamic Thought" an essential addition to the library of anyone on a path of personal development.
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In "Ambition and Success," Orison Swett Marden delves into the intricacies of human ambition, asserting its paramount importance in achieving one's goals. Marden's literary style blends motivational prose with empirical anecdotes, offering a compelling narrative that celebrates success while providing practical guidance. Contextually rooted in the turn of the 20th century, a time of burgeoning industrialization and self-help movements, the book acts as a pivotal resource for readers seeking to harness their inner drive amidst societal change. Orison Swett Marden, a pioneer in the field of personal development, draws upon his own experiences as a self-made entrepreneur who triumphed over early adversity. His insights are influenced by his background in philosophy and psychology, allowing him to synthesize age-old wisdom with contemporary aspiration. Marden's mission was to inspire individuals from all walks of life to realize their potential through hard work and perseverance, making his works timeless in their relevance. This book is highly recommended for anyone grappling with self-doubt or seeking motivation to pursue their ambitions. Marden's profound insights and accessible prose serve as a guiding light, making "Ambition and Success" an essential read for aspiring dreamers and doers who wish to navigate their paths toward fulfillment.
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In "The Science of Being Well," W. D. Wattles explores the intricate relationship between health and mental well-being through a unique blend of philosophy and practical advice. Wattles illuminates the principles of self-empowerment, illustrating how thoughts, attitudes, and lifestyle choices significantly influence one's physical health. His literary style is characterized by clear, concise prose that marries scientific inquiry with spiritual insight, contributing to the New Thought movement's broader discourse on the power of positive thinking and metaphysical healing in the early 20th century. W. D. Wattles, an influential figure in the New Thought philosophy, drew from a diverse background of personal struggles and successes, which deeply informed his writing. His earlier work, "The Science of Getting Rich," established him as a key proponent of the law of attraction, subsequently leading him to delve into wellness as another critical element of a fulfilling life. His experiences and observations fostered a holistic understanding of prosperity that encompasses not just financial wealth but also physical and mental health. For readers seeking both knowledge and practical guidance on the journey to wellness, "The Science of Being Well" serves as an essential resource. Wattles' persuasive arguments and actionable strategies resonate with those intrigued by the intersection of mind, body, and spirit. This book is a transformative tool for anyone aiming to enhance their quality of life through thoughtful living and a proactive approach to health.
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    In this single-author collection, three seminal works by American author Wallace D. Wattles are presented in one continuous volume. The Science of Getting Rich, The Science of Being Well, and The Science of Being Great form a compact corpus that outlines his unified approach to personal advancement. Bringing these texts together foregrounds their interdependence: material prosperity, physical vitality, and moral-intellectual development are treated as mutually reinforcing aims. The purpose of this edition is to provide a coherent reading experience that highlights the continuity of ideas across the books and situates them as a practical program within early twentieth-century New Thought literature.

These texts are non-fiction manuals written to instruct rather than to narrate. They combine elements of practical philosophy, self-culture, and motivational counsel, characteristic of New Thought writing. The tone is direct, didactic, and methodical, emphasizing application over speculation. Instead of stories, poems, or letters, the reader encounters concise expositions, definitions, and prescriptions designed for study and use. The prose favors clarity and repetition to reinforce key principles, and the structure supports incremental practice. As guides, not memoirs or dialogues, they address the reader with the confidence of a teacher who expects ideas to be tested in daily conduct and measurable results.

Across all three works, Wattles argues that life can be shaped by aligning thought, purpose, and action with an intelligible order in nature. He presents the individual as creative and responsible, urged to abandon passivity for deliberate, constructive effort. Ethical ambition, disciplined thinking, and steady work are treated as mutually dependent. The books stress self-direction without isolationism: progress is linked to service, cooperation, and respect for the welfare of others. Stylistically, the writing is spare, repetitive for emphasis, and oriented to practice. As a whole, the collection remains significant for articulating a cohesive, optimistic philosophy that joins metaphysical assumptions to pragmatic steps.

The Science of Getting Rich addresses the pursuit of wealth as a legitimate and orderly undertaking. It advances the premise that prosperity results from thinking and acting in a consistent, purposeful way that increases life for oneself and others. Rather than proposing speculation or chance, the text urges a disciplined mindset and practical efficiency in work, value creation, and exchange. It frames riches as a means to fuller living, not as an end detached from character. The argument is concise, assertive, and procedural, offering readers a framework to organize intention, attention, and behavior around constructive productivity and ethical participation in commerce.

The Science of Being Well applies similar reasoning to health, proposing that vitality can be fostered through ordered habits, mental composure, and respect for the body’s needs. Within its historical context, it treats wellness as a holistic outcome rather than a matter of isolated remedies. The emphasis falls on cultivating conditions favorable to normal functioning while maintaining a confident, disciplined outlook. Readers should remember that the work reflects its period and presents philosophical guidance rather than medical diagnosis. Its enduring interest lies in connecting mindset, environment, and routine, encouraging a proactive, steady approach to personal well-being and the daily practices that support it.

The Science of Being Great concerns the development of character, intellect, and influence. Here, greatness is portrayed as the natural expression of a person who thinks accurately, acts consistently, and aims to benefit others. The book emphasizes self-mastery, continuous learning, and the quiet strength that comes from principle-centered living. In this view, leadership is not a title but the effect of cultivated capacity and dependable service. The style is exhortative yet practical, translating lofty aims into steady habits. By linking greatness to everyday choices, the text complements the companion volumes and completes the triad of wealth, wellness, and moral-mental growth.

Taken together, these works present a streamlined system that connects outward results with inner discipline. Their ongoing appeal rests on clarity of purpose, economy of expression, and an insistence that ideas be embodied in action. As documents of New Thought, they record a historical current in American literature; as handbooks, they continue to offer readers a coherent framework for purposeful living. The collection allows for comparative reading across themes, revealing patterns of argument and recurring principles. By gathering the three books into one edition, the reader can apprehend the scope of Wattles’s project and adapt its integrated counsel to contemporary pursuits.
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    Wallace Delois Wattles (1860–1911) wrote his trilogy The Science of Getting Rich, The Science of Being Well, and The Science of Being Great during the closing years of the American Progressive Era. Born in the United States and active in the Midwest, he fashioned a compact, practical prose style that reflected the period’s impatience with metaphysical abstractions that lacked results. Between roughly 1909 and 1911, as reform campaigns, industrial growth, and religious experimentation converged, Wattles distilled a program of thought, health, and character. His books present a unified outlook rather than isolated treatises, and they belong to a transregional web of self-improvement literature that linked small-town lecture halls to national magazines.

His outlook emerged within New Thought, a decentralized movement influenced by the mind-cure experiments of Phineas P. Quimby (1802–1866) and by the metaphysical teachings propagated by Emma Curtis Hopkins in Chicago. New Thought periodicals such as Elizabeth Towne’s The Nautilus, issued from Holyoke, Massachusetts beginning in 1898, offered Wattles an audience and a publishing vehicle. The Elizabeth Towne Company brought his three Science of... volumes to press around 1910–1911, drawing on lessons and articles he had refined for readers nationwide. This milieu prized mental causation, affirmative prayer, and self-directed discipline, and it supplied the language, networks, and readership that knit his writings into a coherent corpus.

Turn-of-the-century print culture made Wattles’ concise manuals possible and portable. Cheap postal rates, national rail distribution, and the proliferation of mail-order houses enabled small presses in places like Holyoke to ship tens of thousands of pamphlets and pocket books. Companion genres were flourishing: Orison Swett Marden’s Success Magazine (launched 1897 in New York), James Allen’s As a Man Thinketh (1903, Leicester), and a steady stream of lecture transcripts circulated through lyceum and Chautauqua circuits. Wattles positioned his trilogy inside this practical literature, promising method rather than mystique. His claim that thinking could be systematized resonated with readers already trained by handbooks and correspondence courses.

Economically, the United States was negotiating the shocks of the Panics of 1893 and 1907, the rise of corporate trusts, and regulatory experiments under Theodore Roosevelt (1901–1909) and William Howard Taft (1909–1913). Debates over inequality, monopoly, and fair wages filled newspapers from New York to Chicago. The Socialist Party of America, organized in 1901 with figures like Eugene V. Debs of Terre Haute, Indiana, helped popularize cooperative ideals, while the Social Gospel urged ethical reform in business. Wattles’ noncompetitive vision of abundance—arguing that wealth could be creatively produced rather than seized—addressed these controversies, shaping how his guidance on riches, health, and greatness could be read as socially constructive.

In health and medicine, Wattles wrote amid medical pluralism giving way to consolidation. The Flexner Report of 1910, commissioned by the Carnegie Foundation, pressed U.S. and Canadian schools toward laboratory science and licensing, even as osteopathy (founded 1874 by A. T. Still in Missouri), chiropractic (1895, D. D. Palmer in Iowa), naturopathy, and Christian Science retained popular followings. Physical culture advocates such as Bernarr Macfadden (Physical Culture magazine, 1899) and sanitarium regimens at Battle Creek, Michigan, promoted diet, exercise, and willpower. This contested landscape made mind–body causation a live question and provided Wattles with examples, vocabulary, and public debates that touched all three of his texts.

Intellectually, the books stand at the crossroads of Emersonian self-reliance, Hegelian and monistic metaphysics, and American pragmatism. William James’s The Varieties of Religious Experience (1902) and Pragmatism (1907) legitimated the testing of beliefs by their cash-value in life, an outlook that harmonized with Wattles’ insistence on demonstrable results. The 1893 World’s Parliament of Religions in Chicago introduced many Americans to Vedanta through Swami Vivekananda, while Theosophical and occult societies circulated ideas about vibration, ether, and the creative mind. Drawing from this eclectic reservoir, Wattles reframed metaphysics as a practical science, aligning thinking substance with a results-oriented ethic that cut across his trilogy.

Religious and civic reform currents gave moral ballast to promises of prosperity and mastery. Walter Rauschenbusch’s Christianity and the Social Crisis (1907, New York) argued that inner piety must serve social uplift, while settlement houses such as Jane Addams’s Hull House (founded 1889 in Chicago) linked education to neighborhood renewal. The Chautauqua movement carried lectures on ethics, hygiene, and citizenship to small towns across the Midwest. In this atmosphere, being great implied character, service, and self-culture as much as achievement. Wattles’ compact formulas—daily practice, gratitude, purposeful thought—fused spiritual aspiration with civic ideals that readers could apply to wealth-making, health-building, and personal leadership.

Composed in the final two years of his life and issued by the Elizabeth Towne Company at Holyoke around 1910–1911, Wattles’ works circulated far beyond the Midwest and the Northeast, entering libraries, study groups, and mail-order courses. Their influence threaded into later success literature, from Napoleon Hill’s Think and Grow Rich (1937) to Norman Vincent Peale’s The Power of Positive Thinking (1952), which adapted New Thought motifs for mid-century audiences. A twenty-first-century revival followed Rhonda Byrne’s The Secret (2006), which explicitly cited The Science of Getting Rich. That renewed attention attached to the entire trilogy, reminding readers that Wattles had crafted an integrated program.
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    The Science of Getting Rich

A concise manifesto asserting that wealth results from thinking and acting in a ‘certain way’—maintaining clear purpose, vision, and gratitude, creating more use value than you take in cash value, and taking efficient, non-competitive action in harmony with universal laws.

The Science of Being Well

Presents a mind–body approach to health, claiming that right thinking, faith, and simple practices of breathing, eating, rest, posture, and exercise restore and sustain wellbeing by aligning with natural and spiritual principles.

The Science of Being Great

Outlines a philosophy of personal greatness grounded in conscious unity with the divine, disciplined thought, integrity, gratitude, and purposeful service, arguing that character and constructive action expand one’s power and influence.
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THIS book is pragmatical, not philosophical; a practical manual, not a treatise upon theories. It is intended for the men and women whose most pressing need is for money; who wish to get rich first, and philosophize afterward. It is for those who have, so far, found neither the time, the means, nor the opportunity to go deeply into the study of metaphysics, but who want results and who are willing to take the conclusions of science as a basis for action, without going into all the processes by which those conclusions were reached.

It is expected that the reader will take the fundamental statements upon faith, just as he would take statements concerning a law of electrical action if they were promulgated by a Marconi or an Edison; and, taking the statements upon faith, that he will prove their truth by acting upon them without fear or hesitation. Every man or woman who does this will certainly get rich; for the science herein applied is an exact science, and failure is impossible. For the benefit, however, of those who wish to investigate philosophical theories and so secure a logical basis for faith, I will here cite certain authorities.

The monistic theory of the universe the theory that One is All, and that All is One; That one Substance manifests itself as the seeming many elements of the material world -is of Hindu origin, and has been gradually winning its way into the thought of the western world for two hundred years. It is the foundation of all the Oriental philosophies, and of those of Descartes, Spinoza, Leibnitz, Schopenhauer, Hegel, and Emerson.

The reader who would dig to the philosophical foundations of this is advised to read Hegel and Emerson for himself.

In writing this book I have sacrificed all other considerations to plainness and simplicity of style, so that all might understand. The plan of action laid down herein was deduced from the conclusions of philosophy; it has been thoroughly tested, and bears the supreme test of practical experiment; it works. If you wish to know how the conclusions were arrived at, read the writings of the authors mentioned above; and if you wish to reap the fruits of their philosophies in actual practice, read this book and do exactly as it tells you to do----

The Author
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WHATEVER may be said in praise of poverty, the fact remains that it is not possible to live a really complete or successful life unless one is rich. No man can rise to his greatest possible height in talent or soul development unless he has plenty of money; for to unfold the soul and to develop talent he must have many things to use, and he cannot have these things unless he has money to buy them with.

A man develops in mind, soul, and body by making use of things, and society is so organized that man must have money in order to become the possessor of things; therefore, the basis of all advancement for man must be the science of getting rich.

The object of all life is development; and everything that lives has an inalienable right to all the development it is capable of attaining.

Man's right to life means his right to have the free and unrestricted use of all the things which may be necessary to his fullest mental, spiritual, and physical unfoldment; or, in other words, his right to be rich.

In this book, I shall not speak of riches in a figurative way; to be really rich does not mean to be satisfied or contented with a little. No man ought to be satisfied with a little if he is capable of using and enjoying more. The purpose of Nature is the advancement and unfoldment of life; and every man should have all that can contribute to the power, elegance, beauty, and richness of life; to be content with less is sinful.

The man who owns all he wants for the living of all the life he is capable of living is rich; and no man who has not plenty of money can have all he wants. Life has advanced so far, and become so complex, that even the most ordinary man or woman requires a great amount of wealth in order to live in a manner that even approaches completeness. Every person naturally wants to become all that they are capable of becoming; this desire to realize innate possibilities is inherent in human nature; we cannot help wanting to be all that we can be. Success in life is becoming what you want to be; you can become what you want to be only by making use of things, and you can have the free use of things only as you become rich enough to buy them. To understand the science of getting rich is therefore the most essential of all knowledge.

There is nothing wrong in wanting to get rich. The desire for riches is really the desire for a richer, fuller, and more abundant life; and that desire is praise worthy. The man who does not desire to live more abundantly is abnormal, and so the man who does not desire to have money enough to buy all he wants is abnormal.

There are three motives for which we live; we live for the body, we live for the mind, we live for the soul. No one of these is better or holier than the other; all are alike desirable, and no one of the three--body, mind, or soul--can live fully if either of the others is cut short of full life and expression. It is not right or noble to live only for the soul and deny mind or body; and it is wrong to live for the intellect and deny body or soul.

We are all acquainted with the loathsome consequences of living for the body and denying both mind and soul; and we see that real life means the complete expression of all that man can give forth through body, mind, and soul. Whatever he can say, no man can be really happy or satisfied unless his body is living fully in every function, and unless the same is true of his mind and his soul. Wherever there is unexpressed possibility, or function not performed, there is unsatisfied desire. Desire is possibility seeking expression, or function seeking performance.

Man cannot live fully in body without good food, comfortable clothing, and warm shelter; and without freedom from excessive toil. Rest and recreation are also necessary to his physical life.

He cannot live fully in mind without books and time to study them, without opportunity for travel and observation, or without intellectual companionship.

To live fully in mind he must have intellectual recreations, and must surround himself with all the objects of art and beauty he is capable of using and appreciating.

To live fully in soul, man must have love; and love is denied expression by poverty.

A man's highest happiness is found in the bestowal of benefits on those he loves; love finds its most natural and spontaneous expression in giving. The man who has nothing to give cannot fill his place as a husband or father, as a citizen, or as a man. It is in the use of material things that a man finds full life for his body, develops his mind, and unfolds his soul. It is therefore of supreme importance to him that he should be rich.

It is perfectly right that you should desire to be rich; if you are a normal man or woman you cannot help doing so. It is perfectly right that you should give your best attention to the Science of Getting Rich, for it is the noblest and most necessary of all studies. If you neglect this study, you are derelict in your duty to yourself, to God and humanity; for you can render to God and humanity no greater service than to make the most of yourself.
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THERE is a Science of getting rich, and it is an exact science, like algebra or arithmetic. There are certain laws which govern the process of acquiring riches; once these laws are learned and obeyed by any man, he will get rich with mathematical certainty.

The ownership of money and property comes as a result of doing things in a certain way; those who do things in this Certain Way, whether on purpose or accidentally, get rich; while those who do not do things in this Certain Way, no matter how hard they work or how able they are, remain poor.

It is a natural law that like causes always produce like effects; and, therefore, any man or woman who learns to do things in this certain way will infallibly get rich.

That the above statement is true is shown by the following facts:

Getting rich is not a matter of environment, for, if it were, all the people in certain neighborhoods would become wealthy; the people of one city would all be rich, while those of other towns would all be poor; or the inhabitants of one state would roll in wealth, while those of an adjoining state would be in poverty.

But everywhere we see rich and poor living side by side, in the same environment, and often engaged in the same vocations. When two men are in the same locality, and in the same business, and one gets rich while the other remains poor, it shows that getting rich is not, primarily, a matter of environment. Some environments may be more favorable than others, but when two men in the same business are in the same neighborhood, and one gets rich while the other fails, it indicates that getting rich is the result of doing things in a Certain Way.

And further, the ability to do things in this certain way is not due solely to the possession of talent, for many people who have great talent remain poor, while other who have very little talent get rich.

Studying the people who have got rich, we find that they are an average lot in all respects, having no greater talents and abilities than other men. It is evident that they do not get rich because they possess talents and abilities that other men have not, but because they happen to do things in a Certain Way.

Getting rich is not the result of saving, or "thrift"; many very penurious people are poor, while free spenders often get rich.

Nor is getting rich due to doing things which others fail to do; for two men in the same business often do almost exactly the same things, and one gets rich while the other remains poor or becomes bankrupt.

From all these things, we must come to the conclusion that getting rich is the result of doing things in a Certain Way.

If getting rich is the result of doing things in a Certain Way, and if like causes always produce like effects, then any man or woman who can do things in that way can become rich, and the whole matter is brought within the domain of exact science.

The question arises here, whether this Certain Way may not be so difficult that only a few may follow it. This cannot be true, as we have seen, so far as natural ability is concerned. Talented people get rich, and blockheads get rich; intellectually brilliant people get rich, and very stupid people get rich; physically strong people get rich, and weak and sickly people get rich.

Some degree of ability to think and understand is, of course, essential; but in so far natural ability is concerned, any man or woman who has sense enough to read and understand these words can certainly get rich.

Also, we have seen that it is not a matter of environment. Location counts for something; one would not go to the heart of the Sahara and expect to do successful business. Getting rich involves the necessity of dealing with men, and of being where there are people to deal with; and if these people are inclined to deal in the way you want to deal, so much the better. But that is about as far as environment goes.

If anybody else in your town can get rich, so can you; and if anybody else in your state can get rich, so can you.
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