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In "The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy," the acclaimed author of the Forsyte Saga presents a compelling collection of reflective essays that traverse a range of themes including social justice, human nature, and the role of the artist in society. Galsworthy's literary style is characterized by its clarity and grace, employing a mix of wit and earnestness that invites readers to ponder the moral dilemmas of his time. Written during the early 20th century, these essays echo the burgeoning social consciousness and tumultuous changes of post-Victorian Britain, capturing the essence of a society grappling with modernization and class struggle. John Galsworthy (1867-1933), a prominent figure in the literary landscape of his era, was deeply influenced by his observations of societal inequities and personal experiences, including his interactions with various social classes. His dedication to social reform is evident in his works, which often reflect his advocacy for the disenfranchised. Galsworthy's literary contributions earned him the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1932, solidifying his legacy as a novelist and essayist committed to illuminating pressing societal issues. For readers seeking to engage with the philosophical inquiries and ethical concerns of early 20th-century thought, "The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy" offers profound insights that remain relevant today. This collection not only showcases Galsworthy'Äôs articulate prose but also invites reflection on contemporary social issues, making it an essential read for anyone invested in literature and social thought.
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In "Studies and Essays: Concerning Letters," John Galsworthy presents a compelling exploration of the art and significance of letter writing, revealing its role in shaping human relationships and understanding. Engaging in a blend of personal reflection and literary critique, Galsworthy employs a lyrical, contemplative prose style that mirrors the intimate nature of the letters he examines. This collection situates itself within the broader literary context of early 20th-century British literature, where epistolary forms were not only prevalent but also essential for societal communication and artistic expression. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author known for his keen social insights and distinctive narrative voice, draws upon his own experiences and observations of the epistolary form to craft this insightful work. Emerging from a time of profound social change, Galsworthy's reflections are informed by his background in law and his advocacy for social reform, lending an authenticity and urgency to his examination of letters as a vehicle for self-expression and social critique. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of literature and personal correspondence. Galsworthy'Äôs essays provide not only a profound appreciation of letter writing but also an invitation to reflect on our own modes of communication in a rapidly changing world.
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In "A Sheaf," John Galsworthy crafts a compelling collection of stories that reflect the complex tapestry of human emotions and societal norms at the turn of the 20th century. The literary style is marked by Galsworthy'Äôs trademark eloquence and keen psychological insight, illuminating characters caught in the throes of love, conflict, and existential doubt. Drawing from the influences of the time, including the emerging modernist movement, this work juxtaposes the struggles of individual desires against the rigid scaffolding of Edwardian society, resulting in a profound exploration of moral dilemmas and personal vicissitudes. John Galsworthy, a pivotal figure in English literature and the recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature, was shaped by personal experiences of class division, social inequities, and the impact of war. His deep-seated concern for social justice and the human condition resonates throughout his oeuvre, including "A Sheaf." Galsworthy'Äôs own background'Äîa blend of privilege and aspiration'Äîimbued him with a perspective that is beautifully articulated in this collection, reflecting his dedication to shedding light on the complexities of daily life. Readers seeking an insightful and poignant exploration of the human experience will find "A Sheaf" an essential addition to their literary repertoire. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling and profound observations invite readers to ponder the intricacies of personal relationships and societal constraints, making this collection not only a reflection of its time but also a timeless commentary on the human spirit.
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In "A Knight," John Galsworthy presents a poignant exploration of moral ambiguity and human aspiration against the backdrop of early 20th-century society. This novella is notable for its rich, descriptive prose and its deep psychological insight into the characters' minds, a hallmark of Galsworthy's literary style. Utilizing his characteristic blend of realism and idealism, Galsworthy examines the contradictions of the human condition, particularly the tension between societal expectations and personal desires. The narrative elegantly unfolds through the lens of its protagonist, who navigates the complexities of honor, sacrifice, and the quest for meaning in a rapidly changing world. John Galsworthy, a prominent figure in the Edwardian literary scene, was influenced by his own experiences in both the legal and literary arenas. His keen observations of social class and justice, derived from his upbringing and education, shaped his poetic yet critical perspective in "A Knight." Galsworthy's commitment to social reform and his engagement with the intricacies of the human experience uniquely inform this work, underscoring his advocacy for moral integrity and personal fulfillment. Recommended for readers who appreciate thoughtful literature that delves into ethical dilemmas and the human psyche, "A Knight" invites reflection on contemporary societal issues while offering timeless insights into the human spirit. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling ensures that this novella resonates with those seeking both aesthetic pleasure and profound meaning.
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In "Another Sheaf," John Galsworthy presents a rich tapestry of lyrical poetry that delves into human emotions and the complexities of life. The collection, composed during the early 20th century, reflects Galsworthy's trademark style of clarity and depth, resonating with themes of love, loss, and the passage of time. Through vivid imagery and poignant language, the poems explore the inner landscapes of the human experience, mirroring the social changes of the era and Galsworthy's keen observations on society's evolving values. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author, is best known for his plays and novels that critique societal norms and advocate for social reforms. His literary journey was significantly influenced by his experiences in a rapidly changing England, where personal and societal tensions were at an all-time high. "Another Sheaf" can be seen as an introspection, drawing from his own reflections on love and mortality, while also serving as a commentary on the universal human condition that transcends his time. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in early 20th-century poetry and those who appreciate a deep, introspective examination of human life. Galsworthy's eloquent verses invite readers to engage with their own emotions, making "Another Sheaf" a timeless addition to the literary canon.
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In view of the growing interest in secondary
education in England, and the important educational
problems demanding solution, the Gilchrist
Trustees decided, in the early part of
1893, to send five women teachers to America
for the purpose of studying and reporting
upon Secondary Schools for Girls and Training
Colleges for Women in different parts of the
States. The Trustees made their intention
widely known, and invited the governing bodies
of the various women’s colleges and associations
of teachers to submit to them names of
persons specially qualified. Out of the list
of able and experienced women teachers thus
furnished to them, the Trustees, after careful
consideration of the qualifications of the
numerous candidates, selected the following
five: Miss Bramwell, B.Sc., Lecturer at the
Cambridge Training College; Miss Burstall,
B.A., Mistress at the North London Collegiate
School for Girls; Miss Hughes, Lecturer on
Education at University College, Cardiff; Miss
Page, Head-Mistress of the Skinners’ Company’s
School for Girls, Stamford Hill, N.; and
Miss Zimmern, Mistress at the High School for
Girls, Tunbridge Wells. They were awarded
travelling scholarships of one hundred pounds
each to enable them to spend two months in
the United States in prosecuting their enquiries.
The five scholars visited America in the
summer of 1893, and submitted to the Trustees
carefully prepared Reports, two of which—viz.,
those by Miss Bramwell and Miss Hughes—are
presented to the public in this volume.
The Trustees have aided in the publication
of these Reports because they believe that a
knowledge of the educational systems and
experiments which have been tried in America
cannot fail to be of interest and value to those
engaged in teaching in the United Kingdom.

R. D. ROBERTS,

Secretary to the Gilchrist Trustees.

Gilchrist Educational Trust,

  17, Victoria Street, London, S.W.

      1894.
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In publishing the following reports, which we are
enabled to do through the courtesy and generosity
of the Gilchrist Trustees, it may not be altogether
out of place to submit a few prefatory remarks.
When the five Scholars were appointed to visit
American Schools and Colleges in the summer of
1893, it was found advisable, in view of the magnitude
of the task, to somewhat divide the responsibility.
Three of the number undertook to visit
and report upon institutions offering the means of
general education, while we desired to especially
investigate the provision made in the United States
for the Training of Teachers.

As our interests thus lay in one direction, the
Trustees further approved of our suggestion that we
should travel and work together, and this plan we
found most helpful and satisfactory. It will be seen
that we have covered exactly the same field, but we
have thought it desirable to write separate reports,
without mutual consultation, rather than to embody
the results of our work in a joint account.

AMY B. BRAMWELL.   

H. MILLICENT HUGHES.
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OUR educational quest began in the city of New
York, on May 29th, 1893.

Having interviewed the City Superintendent, Mr.
J. Jasper, who gave valuable information as to what
was most worth seeing in connection with the
educational life of the city, we proceeded to the
Normal College of the city of New York. The
session was just closing, but we were able to see
some classes in physical training and cookery, and
to gain some insight into the methods employed in
other subjects. Two or three days were most
profitably spent at the Teachers’ Training College,
a sketch of the work of which is given elsewhere.
A hasty visit to Columbia College, with its annex
for women,—Barnard College,—a still more cursory
glance at the University of the city of New York
(our information concerning which we were fortunately
able to supplement at Chicago), with an
afternoon spent at the Press Fair, was all we were
able to accomplish at New York. The Press Fair
proved to be a most interesting exhibit of specimens
of the work in the public schools of New York.
The methods of teaching various subjects were set
forth, and we were especially struck, as again later
at the education exhibit of the World’s Fair, by
the apparatus and illustrations made by the children
themselves.

The power of “making,” whether of maps (drawn,
painted, modelled), models (in clay, putty, paper,
wood), pictorial illustrations of lessons (history,
geography, literature, natural science, and even
mathematics) appears to be much more encouraged
in America than in England. We made friends with
several of the school children at the Press Fair, who
proved most eager and interesting guides, naturally
anxious to fully explain what had been sent from
their own special schools.

Decoration Day (May 30th), on which New York
had a holiday, we determined to spend at Vassar
College. A pleasant railway journey up the banks
of the Hudson River brought us to the little town
of Poughkeepsie, two miles to the east of which is
Vassar College. Here we were most cordially
received, and spent the day in seeing over the
various buildings connected with it, and hearing
lectures. This college was founded in 1861 by
Mr. Matthew Vassar, who provided the grounds and
buildings, together with a sustentation fund of about
£50,000. He desired, to use his own words, “to
found and perpetuate an institution which should
accomplish for young women what our colleges are
accomplishing for young men.”

It led the way in opening the advantages of
a liberal education to women, and holds a place in
the first rank of women’s colleges in America. It
is undenominational, but, according to the wish of
its founder, daily prayers are held in the chapel,
and all classes meet on Sunday for the study of the
Scriptures. In order to emphasize the dignity of
manual labour, each student is expected to undertake
a small share in the household work of the
College, at least, at some period of her college
career. The ordinary course is for four years leading
to the degree of A.B. These four years are
known respectively as Freshman, Sophomore,
Junior, and Senior. A further course of two years
leads to the degree of A.M., and special courses
are also provided. There are, moreover, in connection
with the college, schools of music and painting,
the latter possessing a very fine collection of casts.
There is a uniform annual fee of £80 (400 dollars)
for board and tuition. The students’ rooms are
usually arranged in groups of three sleeping rooms
opening on to a common study. Just before our
visit the students had given a most successful performance
of the “Antigone.”

From New York we went to Philadelphia, where
the city superintendent, Dr. Edward Brooks, kindly
explained the city system of education. He is
keenly alive to the importance of the training of
teachers, and ample provision for the same is made
in the city. For the training of men teachers, a
School of Pedagogy (the scheme for which was
drawn up by Dr. Brooks) has lately been opened in
connection with the Boys’ Central High School.
The Girls’ Normal School has had to serve the
double purpose of high school and place of training
for women teachers, but Dr. Brooks has long urged
the necessity of separating the two, and at this time
the new building for the Girls’ High School is being
erected. Kindergarten training is also not neglected,
and on our first evening in Philadelphia we
attended the commencement exercises of Mrs. van
Kirk’s Kindergarten Training School, at which the
graduates read essays on various educational topics,
sang songs and acted a little scene, in which the
virtues of the Kindergarten were set forth. The
next day we were able to visit the school itself, and
we found that, not content with providing the ordinary
graduating course, Mrs. van Kirk has
arranged for one that is post-graduate.

A delightful visit to the Drexel Institute, which
provides for the technical instruction of the city, a
glance at one of the largest Friends’ Schools, and an
unavailing attempt to see over the James Forten
Manual Training School, was all we had time for in
Philadelphia.

Ten miles from Philadelphia, on the Pennsylvania
railroad, one reaches the Old Welsh settlement
of Bryn Mawr, with its college for women, which
bears the same name. Several halls and laboratory
buildings, standing in fifty acres of ground, make
an imposing show. Of all the colleges that we
visited, Bryn Mawr appeared the most English,
and it needed the sight of a preserved specimen
of a wicked-looking snake, which had been killed
in the grounds, to convince us that we were really
on American soil.

Perhaps the fact that the Professor of Mathematics,
Miss Scott, and three of the Fellows have
come there from Girton helped to build up the
illusion.

It is a college without rules; even attendance at
lectures is not compulsory, but as failure to pass at
the yearly examinations brings with it a request to
withdraw from the college, there is every inducement
to attend regularly. The same freedom is
extended to the choice of studies. Instead of the
four years’ course with the more or less definitely
prescribed work for each class which we found at
Vassar, Bryn Mawr has adopted the newer plan of
the group system, which allows more opportunity
for specialization. A distinctive feature of the
college is the attention paid to post-graduate work,
original research being especially encouraged. The
students have adopted caps and gowns, which, however,
are only worn within college precincts.

Acting on the suggestion of Dr. Brooks, we determined
to visit the two chief normal schools of the
state of Pennsylvania—West Chester and Millersville.
The little tree-shaded town of West Chester
was a pleasant change from the heat of Philadelphia.
It is a most distinctively Quaker settlement; even
the landlord of the little inn at which we stayed
was a Friend, and wished to know if “thee was
travelling all by theeself.” The normal school is a
little way out, but easily reached by means of the
electric cars, which are to be found in even the
smallest American towns.

It was interesting to us as the first co-educational
normal school that we had seen. The dining and
lecture rooms are used in common, but the dormitory
accommodation is in two separate wings.

From West Chester we went to the normal school
at Millersville, near Lancaster. Returning north
through New York, we first stopped at New Haven,
Connecticut, a most picturesque place, famous as
being the location of Yale College.

Superintendent Curtis most kindly supplied us
with information about the State of Connecticut
and its normal schools. He also took us to see the
Welch Training School in New Haven, which, however,
is elsewhere described.

From New Haven we went to Hartford (visiting
the normal school of New Britain on the way),
and from thence to Willimantic, South Manchester,
and Springfield, Massachusetts. At Springfield the
Training School, and an interview with Superintendent
Balliet, gave ample material for thought. The
work carried on by Mr. Balliet in the city strikingly
exemplifies what a superintendent may do for the
cause of education. Not only does he give weekly
lectures on applied psychology and kindred subjects,
but he has paid special attention to the elaborating
of methods of teaching such subjects as arithmetic
and geometry, geography, English language, etc., on
which he has published pamphlets, setting forth the
results of his thought and experience. It should be
noted that, as in America schools when inspected
are not judged by results, but by the methods
used, and the general teaching efficiency, it comes
about that the question of methods holds a more
important place in educational thought than in
England. More time, therefore, is devoted to their
study in normal and training schools, and a
superintendent has a wide field of influence in
the matter of methods in the city or district over
which he presides.

From Springfield the normal school at Westfield
was visited, and from thence we went on to Albany
to see the State Normal College and City Training
School.

Boston offered a wide choice in matters of educational
interest.

The Perkins Institute and Kindergarten for
the blind well repaid a visit. The former, associated
with the name of Laura Bridgman, has now in
Helen Keller and Annie Thomas two wonderful
examples of what education may do even for those
who lack what at first may seem the necessary basis
for all instruction—the senses of sight and hearing.
Helen Keller was not there at the time of our visit,
but we just saw her later at Chicago. When she
entered the Institute she, being blind, deaf, and consequently
speechless, lived in a state of almost
complete isolation, but now, through the careful
training of her marvellously acute sense of touch,
she can take a very full share in the life of the
world. She moves about quite fearlessly, recognising
people by a touch of the hand, speaking
easily (even sometimes in public), although, of
course, those speaking to her must use the hand-language,[1]
or let her put her fingers on their lips.
She is acquainted with a good deal of the best in
literature, and writes most poetically. Indeed, from
her letters it is difficult to suppose that she has
never seen or heard anything. Her life seems a
very happy one in spite of all, and she makes
friends everywhere. Annie Thomas was at the
Institute, however, at the time of our visit. She,
like Helen Keller, has only the sense of touch by
means of which to gain knowledge of the world, but
she too has learned to talk, write, sew, etc. She
acted as guide to us over the building, leading us
from room to room, and drawing our attention to
various things, including specimens of her own
work. Younger than Helen Keller, she is very fond
of dressing dolls, and felt our dresses all over, to try
to get new ideas in dressmaking. She appears to
have a good memory, and can recognise people after
a long lapse of time by just touching their hands.
We asked her through her teacher if she remembered
the visit of an Englishman, who some years
before had been there and had given her a little
ring; she remembered at once, and talked about
him. In the Kindergarten we saw two other such
children—Willie Robin and Tommy Stringer. The
first, a little girl, is a pretty child, and seemingly
very intelligent. It was wonderful to see all the
little blind children playing Kindergarten games,
but when this child came forward and joined in
playing cat and mouse, with an evident keen sense
of the fun, and even sang the songs with the others,
finding out what was being sung by touching the
throat of the child next to her, we realized what
education had done for her. The little boy, Tommy
Stringer (who was admitted mainly through the
efforts of Helen Keller, who, having heard of him,
did not rest until she had secured his admission), is
only at the beginning of his training, and cannot
yet do much. Of course the first work of establishing
a system of communication with these children
is the most arduous, and patient indeed must be the
teachers who devote themselves to it.

Several times we crossed the river Charles to
Cambridge, for no visit to America would have been
complete without some time spent in seeing the leading
University of the country. It seemed curious
to find that women were still excluded from the
lectures, although in the Women’s Annex they are
allowed to work as if for a degree. It seemed strange
that such a state of things could exist in a land
which boasts itself of freedom and of the position
given to women. Indeed, it really appears that the
eastern States of America are behind England in
the matter of offering equal educational advantages
to men and women. There are, of course, the great
Women’s Colleges of Bryn Mawr, Wellesley, Vassar
and Smith, which offer splendid opportunities for
work, but their courses lead to degrees which are for
women only, and which will, for that reason alone,
never be considered as of such importance as those
which are also granted to men.

The Harvard Annex for Women has been opened
at Fay House, Cambridge. Professors and lecturers
from the University give their lectures over again at
the Annex for the benefit of the women students, who
can thus go through the course for a degree, which,
however, they may not receive, having to be content
with a certificate. We were able to be there on
Class Day, on which the students invite their friends
to an “at home” in honour of the women graduates.
At first all assembled in the library to listen to
appropriate speeches, then they dispersed into the
lecture rooms to talk to their friends, an arrangement
which gave the English visitors opportunity
to meet the various professors and lecturers. The
women’s Class Day, however, fades into insignificance
by the side of the men’s, which is the gala
day of Cambridge. The morning is devoted to
speeches by the students and professors, and in the
afternoon and evening the seniors (those who graduate)
have the opportunity of giving teas and
“spreads,” to which they invite their friends. On
the Tree of Liberty is hung the famous wreath, the
flowers of which are scrambled for at a given signal,
and dancing and other entertainments bring the day
to a close. Commencement Day, at which the actual
degrees are conferred, is held some days later.

From Boston we visited another famous college for
women—Wellesley, which takes rank and is conducted
on similar lines to those of Vassar and Bryn
Mawr. It is quite out in the country, and has
beautiful buildings and grounds of its own.

The Institute of Technology well repaid a visit.
It is a most imposing institution, every opportunity
being afforded in it for work of all kinds, chiefly,
it is true, for scientific work (the laboratories
and various departments being most splendidly
equipped with apparatus), but almost any subject can
be studied there. There are special courses arranged
for those who are actually engaged in teaching. We
also visited the Boston Normal and Rice Training
School, Normal Art School, and the Latin High
School. From Boston, we went to see the State
Normal Schools at Framingham, Bridgewater
Providence (Rhode Island), and the other Training
Schools at Fall River and Pawtucket.

The fame of the Quincy Schools, near Boston,
attracted us thither, and we spent a delightful morning
listening to lessons in the primary and grammar
grades of one of the best. It was of course a mixed
school, and every class had a large room to itself
with a continuous blackboard, all round the walls, of
which constant use was made either by teacher or
scholars. These blackboards are an essential part
of school-room furniture in America, and without
them a great deal of the teaching could not be carried
on. The teacher begins at one end of the
board facing the class, and can work right along the
side of the room, thus being able to leave all her
drawings, etc., unerased during the lesson. She can
also send any or all of the children to the blackboard
at once to work sums, write or draw. It was at
Quincy that Colonel Parker (now at Cook County
Normal School) began his work as school superintendent,
and through him the Quincy methods of teaching
attained an almost world-wide fame.

The little town of Milton, a few miles out of
Boston, among the Blue Mountains, was also a place
of interest. We there visited the Milton Academy,
an endowed school, chartered as far back as 1798,
and opened in 1807. It is a school for boys and
girls, although there is only a boarding-house for
boys. The Academy much resembles an English
High School, in that it provides education for children
between the ages of eight and eighteen, and
has an upper and lower school. It is really a preparatory
school for Harvard, the courses in the
upper school being determined by the requirements
for the Harvard entrance examination.
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