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            For Richard. Again. CG

For Tabby – I’d sail anywhere with you. TK
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            INTRODUCTION – UNKNOWN OCEAN, 1520

         

         Somewhere near Antarctica, three bashed-up ships were sailing wearily into a humongous ocean.

         Everyone rushed up on deck. The captain of the expedition took several deep breaths of the salty air – it smelled a lot cleaner than the men. They had not bathed for more than a year!

         Four hundred and thirty-five days earlier, the ships had set off from Spain. They’d crossed the Atlantic Ocean (which was known as the Ocean Sea in those days), stopped in Brazil and sailed south along the coast until they had come to a sea passage, also called a strait.

         They had entered the strait even though the men were terrified. Nobody had sailed this way before. What had followed was horrible – not just freezing temperatures and wild seas, but conditions that were so challenging that one of their ships turned right round and headed back to Spain.
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         8But now, finally, they had come out the other side to find themselves in a new and mysterious ocean.

         The captain’s name was Ferdinand Magellan. He smiled to see how his crew were gaping, their mouths open so wide he could see that their back teeth were blackened from lack of cleaning. This ocean wasn’t on any map in 1520 – and some of the crew had been convinced that giant sea monsters awaited them.

         They should be proud, he mused. Even Columbus hadn’t sailed as far as this splendid blue ocean that was as smooth as a newly made bed. So calm. So … PACIFIC!

         That’s it! Ferdinand thought. That’s what I’ll call it. He spread his arms wide. Centuries from now, he, Ferdinand Magellan, would be remembered as the first man to sail the Pacific Ocean!
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         Fair enough! Perhaps we should say Ferdinand Magellan was the first EUROPEAN to sail the Pacific Ocean?
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         Today Ferdinand is recognized as one of the greatest explorers ever. He and his fleet discovered new animals, the horrible sea passage they’d just left behind, a whole ocean and even a couple of galaxies.

         But, most of all, Ferdinand is remembered as the first man to sail around the world.
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            1 FERDINAND’S EARLY DAYS

         

         Ferdinand was born in 1480, surrounded not by rolling waves, as you might expect, but by rolling green vineyards – in Sabrosa, a hilly town in Portugal. He had an older brother, Diogo, and a younger sister, Isabel.

         We don’t know much about Ferdinand’s childhood, but we do know that the medieval world he was born into was a bit of a mess. Christians and Moors were at each other’s throats.
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         Countries were constantly at war with each other, and in Portugal the king’s own noblemen were plotting against him.
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         BORN TO BE NOBLE


         Ferdinand was lucky enough to be born a member of the nobility – the richest and most powerful people in the land – but only just. Being ‘noble’ was all about who your family were. Ferdinand’s mum, Alda de Mesquita, had noble relations. His dad, Rodrigo, was related to a famous French knight, and was a distant cousin to one of Portugal’s most powerful clans: the de Sousa family.

         Just to make absolutely sure nobody could forget the family’s connections, Ferdinand’s older brother, Diogo, was given the surname de Sousa, instead of Magellan.

         By the time Ferdinand was eight or nine, his family had moved to Porto, right on the Atlantic Ocean. His dad had a job in Aveiro, a quiet fishing town nearby. Because of the family’s noble connections, Rodrigo Magellan expected that his sons would someday become pages at the royal court in Lisbon …
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         SUGAR AND SPICE


         Life in Porto was comfortable enough, but the food was incredibly boring. This was the Middle Ages, so no one in Europe had ever tasted avocados, peppers, potatoes or tomatoes and there was definitely no chocolate!
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         In Ferdinand’s day, spices such as pepper, cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg were used for many things. Rich people used them to flavour their food. They thought the spices helped their digestion and had healing properties. People also believed diseases were carried on the air and smelling spices would protect them.
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         But spices were expensive. They came from faraway Asia and could only be bought from Arab merchants who traded them in Egypt and Syria. 15
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         But then there was a crisis.

         The spices stopped coming.

         Here’s where the spices had been coming from:
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         FERDINAND BEGINS TO DREAM


         The River Douro wound through the city of Porto like a fat snake before emptying into the Atlantic Ocean. Wherever Ferdinand was in Porto, he could see vessels of all kinds travelling up and down the river, among them caravels with their sleek, triangular sails and carracks with their boxy sails. These were the ships of explorers; they were state of the art and able to sail long distances.
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         19King John’s explorers hadn’t found a sea passage to Asia yet, but Ferdinand was certain it was only a matter of time – Portugal had the best sailors in the world!

         Already, the ships the king had sent east were returning from Africa and introducing strange and marvellous goods to the city. Ferdinand could hear the crackle of foreign tongues everywhere and see men of all races striding along the cobbled streets, and he was filled with longing. Could a boy like him someday become one of King John’s explorers? Could he captain his own ship and travel to strange and wonderful places?

         But just as he was daring to dream such dreams, catastrophe struck. In 1490, both his parents died.
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            2 FERDINAND’S GOOD FORTUNE

         

         It’s always horrible to be orphaned, but being orphaned was particularly horrible in Portugal in the Middle Ages. Orphans with no family who could take them in might be:

         
            [image: ] Handed over to the church or to a monastery, where they’d be treated like servants.

            [image: ] Sent as settlers to newly discovered lands.

            [image: ] Sent to the new lands to marry Portuguese settlers (if they were girls).

         

         Luckily for Ferdinand and Diogo, being noble meant they went off to Queen Eleanor’s School for Pages in Lisbon (very near all those royals), while their sister, Isabel, was looked after by rich relatives.
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         22We don’t really know what Queen Eleanor’s School for Pages looked like. But we do know that Ferdinand and his brother went on to serve at the Castle of Saint George, built centuries before when Portugal was ruled by Moors.

         The School for Pages was probably a lot like a posh boarding school. Ferdinand and Diogo would have had to fit in with boys from some of the wealthiest families in Portugal.

         It couldn’t have been easy. Ferdinand and Diogo’s claim to nobility was distant. Plus, in those days, people looked down on orphans. Not only that, it was uncool to come from Porto. People from Porto were known as ‘tripeiros’ – eaters of tripe, which is the lining of cow stomachs!
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         23At the same age, poorer boys would have worked as apprentices, maybe to blacksmiths, cooks or winemakers. Being a page was an apprenticeship too, but instead of learning a trade, a page was learning how to act like a rich person.

         Ferdinand probably learned a lot more outside of lessons, watching the stream of explorers who visited King John. They came to tell stories of their adventures, as well as to beg him to sponsor them.

         The king’s gold could mean the success or failure of an expedition. Ferdinand soon learned that winning the king’s support was all about whether the king liked you or not.
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         24Portugal’s knowledge of long-distance navigation was way ahead of its nearest rivals. Explorers were the rock stars of Ferdinand’s era. No doubt all the boys in Lisbon dreamed of sailing their own ships and discovering their own uncharted territories.

         But Ferdinand was luckier than most Lisbon boys, and he knew it. Here he was, learning all the skills he needed to captain his own ship, and serving a king who didn’t just believe in exploration but had the gold to make it happen!

         ENTER CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS


         One day, in 1493, when Ferdinand was just 13, a violent storm blew a ship into Lisbon harbour. It was a caravel. Etched on its barnacle-encrusted side was its name, La Santa Clara. It flew the flag of Portugal’s fierce rival: Spain.

         The king sent one of his top captains, Bartholomew Diaz, to demand what business the ship had with Lisbon. When Diaz returned, his news sent an excited murmur through the crowd that had gathered.

         The ship was captained by an Italian called Christopher Columbus. Just a few years earlier, Columbus had approached King John with an outlandish proposition. He had suggested a voyage to Asia, not by sailing east but by sailing west … 25across the Atlantic Ocean.

         The idea was ridiculous. Nobody knew what lay across the ocean. The king had booted Columbus out of the throne room.

         But now … here he was again, saying that King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain had given him the gold to fund his travels, and telling everyone that his voyage had been a success. He had sailed all the way to the East Indies in Asia. He had proved, once and for all, that the world was round!

         
            
[image: ]26
            

         

         
            
[image: ]27
            

         

         28It took Columbus ten weeks, but he’d got there.

         Except he hadn’t.

         He’d not been anywhere near the East Indies (which is Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines today). The truth was, Columbus had landed on the Caribbean islands of the Bahamas and Hispaniola. His later journeys took him to South America. Eventually, the lands we call North and South America today became known as the New World.

         It was years before people figured out that Columbus had got it wrong, and in the meantime King John was fit to explode with fury and envy.

         He let Columbus go and had a face-off with Spain’s two monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella. In 1479, Spain and Portugal had agreed a treaty saying that all land discovered south of the Canary Islands belonged to Portugal. John insisted that though the Spanish royals had paid for his trip, all Columbus’s discoveries really belonged to Portugal.

         But Ferdinand and Isabella weren’t going to give in easily, and their bickering got so nasty, they had to call in Pope Alexander VI to settle the argument.
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         At first, Spain was just happy to avoid a war with Portugal – King John had a far more powerful army. Besides, if any lands discovered to the west of the line belonged to them … then Columbus’s discovery was theirs to conquer. Yay!

         They realized, too late, that they were probably on the wrong side of the line. Nobody knew much about what was west of the Canary Islands and they were already beginning to doubt that Columbus had actually reached Asia. On the Portuguese side of the line, though, there was Africa. And most importantly … the Spice Islands. 30
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         UNFORTUNATE NEWS


         Columbus’s discovery sent King John into a frenzy. Spain could not be allowed to win! He would build more ships, finance more expeditions! Weren’t the Portuguese better sailors, with the most up-to-date charts in the world, and the best sea routes? He was going to show them!

         And then the king became paranoid. The Spanish had spies everywhere, didn’t they? What if they managed to steal his precious maps and charts? Just to be on the safe side, John ordered all the knowledge Portugal had collected about seafaring routes, winds and tides to be locked away and kept secret from the rest of the world.
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         The king’s obsession spread through Lisbon like a fever. Ferdinand, Diogo and the other boys at court would have been caught up in it too, hooked as they were on the idea of captaining their own ships, out-exploring Spain and becoming heroes of Portugal. 33
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         But then disaster struck.

         In 1495, John fell sick … and died.
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         Because John had no legitimate son, he had recognized the queen’s younger brother, Manuel, as his heir. The 26-year-old became King Manuel I.
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