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			“If you want to make peace with your enemy, you have to work with your enemy. Then he becomes your partner.”


			Former South African President Nelson Mandela




     


  




FOREWORDS


			It is time for peace


			There is nothing I love more than an improbable victory for peace. I know what it is like to be the underdog. I know what it is like to have the odds stacked against me. I know what it is like to be written off as a dreamer, out of touch with reality. I even know what it is like to walk into the United Nations feeling that way. When I first addressed the United Nations as the President of Costa Rica, a few decades ago, I was on a mission that many people believed would never succeed. I was there to make the case for a peace agreement I had drafted in response to the violence that was plaguing my region. I took my place before the microphone with the hopes and dreams of millions of Costa Ricans and Central Americans upon my shoulders, but I knew my words would face the opposition of both of the world’s superpowers that were using my region in a proxy war.


			The odds were stacked against me, but the Central American Peace Agreement became a reality nonetheless. It faced opposition, but it won the support of many people at the United Nations, of leaders around the world, of ordinary women and men who came to believe in the potential of Central America to solve its problems. The Peace Agreement was finally signed by the presidents of Central America on August 7, 1987. The long-shot hit its target.


			Almost thirty years later, I saw another effort for peace beat the odds at the United Nations. For decades, I watched as the unchecked flow of small arms and light weapons into our region, and into almost every country in the developing world, triggered human rights violations around the globe. Even in regions like mine, working hard to keep the peace, these unregulated weapons were destroying millions of lives. That is why, in 1997, along with other Nobel Peace Laureates, I began an effort to establish a comprehensive Arms Trade Treaty, which would prohibit the transfer of arms to States, groups, or individuals, if sufficient reason exists to believe that those arms could be used to violate human rights or International Law. 


			I was a little older and a lot more experienced, but there is no question: I was the underdog once again. The Arms Trade Treaty was the longest of long shots. It faced the opposition of some of the world’s most powerful countries. I never thought I would see this treaty become a reality in my lifetime. I was astonished and thrilled when, after more than fifteen years of hard work, the Arms Trade Treaty was finally approved at the United Nations, and took effect in 2014. The treaty is the greatest contribution to humanity that my country has made to date, made possible by the collaboration of governments, organizations, and individuals from countries all over the world.


			The two proudest moments of my life were both improbable victories for peace – and both of their paths led through the United Nations. Maybe that is why I am so fond of the story behind the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. It, too, was a response to warfare and violence. It, too, was an attempt to find common ground among the diverse interests of multiple nations – and not just the nations of one region, but most of the nations on Earth.


			The terrible past events of human history have reminded us, very dramatically, that all of us are vulnerable to human rights violations. We have seen with unprecedented clarity that affronts to human rights are not the concern of an unfortunate few, but rather a universal concern. We have seen that human rights can be threatened not only in a war zone, or in a country devastated by extreme poverty, but also in the developed world, in established democracies, in places that other nations have looked to as an example.


			We have seen countries and regions that had crossed over the threshold of democracy, such as Venezuela, slide back into pain, suffering, and oppression. We have watched the rise of populist movements around the world that seek to limit the rights of migrants, people of color, or the LGBTI community. We have watched hate and violence seem to spread like a disease, traveling from one headline to the next and across the social media that have linked us together. We have seen the growing impact on our communities of climate change, whose consequences on human health and human rights in the years ahead will be profound.


			The world is also watching as struggles and conflicts over human rights take center stage in the United States, a beacon of democracy for many other countries worldwide. We have watched expressions of bigotry and racism that have horrified people across the political spectrum. We have seen the revival of a kind of hate we thought we had defeated. We have not yet finished the final stanza of “We Shall Overcome.” In fact, it seems we are going backward. We must be careful.


			Look virtually anywhere on the globe, and you can find places where discrimination, ignorance, racism, and inequality are thriving. You can see that these problems are not contained by national borders. You can see that no country is immune. 


			These challenges are real. And they are terrifying. But the reality is, while the stakes may now be higher, some of the dangers more acute, none of these threats to human rights and human safety are new. The groups that are most vulnerable today because of their nationality, religion, color, gender, or sexual orientation, have been mistreated for centuries. Our democracies have always been fragile. 


			Those of us whose fundamental rights are generally respected are at risk of forgetting all of this. We are at risk of becoming ignorant. And when it comes to human rights, ignorance is not bliss. Ignorance allows discrimination and injustice to go unchecked until they flare up in a way that cannot be ignored: in an outpouring of hate, in a racist rally, in a tragedy.


			If recent events around the world have addressed that ignorance and reminded us to unite, then the opportunity before us is immense. And the key to that effort, the unquestioned solution, is teachers and students, as Renan de Souza, who devoted his studies to peace in his book “Private Military Companies and the Outsourcing of War: Re-examining the Political Rationale Towards Peace.”  


			Some might say that teachers should remain free of any political agenda – that activism has no place in the classroom. I see it a little differently. Sharing information like this, about human development and foreign aid and spending priorities, is not a partisan act. This is information that every person in the world deserves to see. An education system that fails to provide such information about poverty and wealth, about justice and injustice, about kindness and negligence, about sickness and health, about racism and unity, is no education system at all. It fails to prepare its students for the challenges of their time. With “21st century skills” a popular catchphrase, we must recognize that our students are not ready for the world if they have no grasp of the 21st century’s challenges.


			We are at a crossroads in human history, a turning point where “peace in our time” is, at last, a viable option. An empire of oppression has collapsed, and new nations have declared their commitment to democracy and development. Some countries previously immersed in a culture of militarism are trading in tanks for technology. A global community has emerged to rally for environmental conservation and human rights, and against poverty and the remaining vestiges of totalitarianism. We are united against nuclear proliferation, deforestation, and destitution.


			Nevertheless, while we may have won a war, we have not yet won our peace. We must do more than simply declare our commitment to the fights against militarism, corruption, and poverty. We must back up these declarations with resources and sincere effort.  We must work for our peace, a process that never ends, as explored in this book.


			In considering peace and security, a crucial point of this work, we undertake an effort that is not without precedent. Over the years, myriad assemblies have gathered to tackle the difficult task of consolidating these two pillars of international order.  And the years have produced myriad prescriptions:


 


			– from Westphalia in 1648, where order was linked to respect for sovereignty


			– to San Francisco in 1945, where order depended upon collective security


			– to the present day, when we foresee that order will be achieved through the eradication of the hazards which threaten humankind’s chances to achieve personal and collective progress.


 


			While the concept of peace has differed with time, its significance, and even more, its pertinence has held true. We need peace for human sustenance, for human development, and ultimately, for human survival, as the author wisely touched upon in this book.


			As conceived by the founders of the League of Nations and the United Nations, the order  was characterized by the absence of conflict between states. It entailed the establishment of universal organizations to enforce global rights and responsibilities, to restrain potential aggressors, to foster economic welfare, and to promote the rule of law.


			The ensuing Cold War forestalled the realization of this vision. In the order which followed, the discourse on universality and globalism was replaced by the rhetoric of antagonism, rhetoric with a vocabulary all its own. Terms like national security, containment, and deterrence came to replace terms like global security and solidarity. Likewise, human security was eclipsed by balance—of—power politics.


			With the collapse of the Soviet Bloc, we have once again begun to hear the whispers of order regained, of security recaptured, and of democracy vindicated. However, these undertones are quieted by the laments of a Third World, which seems, once again, to have been forgotten. And accompanying these murmurs are the cries of the oppressed who, also seemingly forgotten, continue to live under regimes that aggrandize their armies and violate human rights.
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