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INTRODUCTION





Do you have a sense of humour? Me neither. At least according to my closest friends. I used to have one, until quite recently in fact. But now, after many months spent working on this collection, I have to sadly report that I’m all laughed out. (Or ALO as the young’uns will soon be calling it.)


Doctors of literature are aware of this condition, when nothing seems funny anymore, especially when it’s labelled ‘humorous’.


Six months ago there was nothing I liked better than a lusty cackle. Today I wake up grimly wailing and mewling.


You know that sound you find yourself emitting after five minutes of listening to a Radio 4 topical ‘comedy’ show? That sound.


I’m often asked, ‘So what sort of people compile this sort of book?’


In my own personal experience, the sort of people who compile ‘humorous’ books of quotations are a self-selected clerisy of wannabe do-gooders with one simple agenda: to bestow upon the world at large the precious gift of laughter.


It’s what we do.


Examine us more closely and you’ll find fastidious contextualists, recovering idiots savants, apprentice autodidacts, punsters, funsters, wits and wags.


What a team! Could a world run by such people be worse than the one we have?


As a member of at least three of the above groupings, Dear Reader, I suggest not.


People often ask me, could I become a member of this elite band of highly respected humoristas?


Well, it’s nice of them to ask, but I’m afraid that membership is by personal recommendation only and we’re a little over-subscribed at the moment, but do ask again in a year or two and, well, you never know. Sorry!


One thing that has frequently struck me, as I compiled away, is the similarity between sport and theatre.


There’s not a lot of difference. In sport, I suppose, you always know how you’ve done.


All sport is a form of drama where you don’t know the result in advance. Unlike theatre, where you always know how it’s going to turn out.


The snooker player Steve Davis once said, ‘Sport is cut and dried. You always know when you succeed. You’re not an actor. You don’t wonder, “Did my performance go down well tonight?”’


There’s a little-known show-business condition called post-performance reassurance syndrome, which prompts actors and singers to demand instant approval of what they have just done – ideally the moment they leave the stage.


Sportsmen and women don’t need to ask, ‘How did I do?’ They know how they did. They’ve just come fifth. They’ve lost. End of story.


I cannot with a clear conscience claim that all the entries – especially those listed under ‘Gaffes and Bloopers’ – are quoted with 100 per cent accuracy. But I’ve done my best to ensure that they are.


Many may still be mis-quoted or mis-attributed. Mis-takes will happen.


And where they have, I take full responsibility. In no case are my teammates at Biteback Publishing to blame. They deserve only praise – and lots of it – for their work in knocking this project into shape.


My heartfelt thanks are due to the team at Biteback. Iain Dale, Lewis Carpenter, Hollie Teague, Namkwan Cho, I’m talking about you. I am exceedingly grateful for all your hard work.


What you are now holding in your hands is the result of many months spent judging, both choosing and pooh-poohing, chuckling and cackling, sifting and sorting.


I hope my efforts have not been in vain. And that my ALO clears up soon.


The high cost to me of bringing glee to you, eh?


The whole thing would be laughable if it wasn’t so funny.





Fred Metcalf


June 2013





Fred Metcalf is a jolly good sport, having played for St Sidwell’s FC, Exeter School RFC, Lympstone United FC, Dorland Advertising CC, Streatham-Croydon RFC, The David Frost Revue FC, and The Sunday Times FC.






















AMERICAN FOOTBALL





When you get old, everything is hurting. When I get up in the morning, it sounds like I’m making popcorn.


Lawrence Taylor, New York Giants linebacker


Pro football is like nuclear warfare. There are no winners, only survivors.


Frank Gifford, American football player and sportscaster


If the FBI went back far enough, I was always suspect: I never liked football.


Father Daniel Berrigan, peace activist, on his release from jail, 1972


Football is not a contact sport. It’s a collision sport. Dancing is a good example of a contact sport.


Duffy Daugherty, Michigan State University coach, 1967


To see some of our best-educated boys spending the afternoon knocking each other down, while thousands cheer them on, hardly gives a picture of a peace-loving nation.


Lyndon Baines Johnson, quoted in the New York Times, 1967


Football kickers are like taxi cabs. You can always go out and hire another one.


Buddy Ryan, NFL coach


Woody Hayes doesn’t know anything about drugs. He thinks ‘uppers’ are dentures.


Archie Griffin, Cincinnati Bengals running back, of player and coach


Barkevious Mingo – best football name ever…


Eric Stangel, TV writer, on defensive end for LSU Tigers, 2013, tweet


Kai Forbath is also the sound the football just made clanging off the upright.


Eric Stangel, on Washington Redskins kicker, 2012, tweet


A poll shows that women think men are sexiest playing football. And they’re at their least sexy watching football.


Jay Leno, late-night host


Lou is a great talker. If he were God, Moses would have to send out for more tablets.


Barry Alvarez, player and coach, of retired coach, sportscaster and motivational speaker Lou Holtz


I have a lifetime contract. That means I can’t be fired during the third quarter if we’re ahead and moving the ball.


Lou Holtz


Just got word of Wes Welker’s engagement. Please respect my privacy during this difficult time.


Allie MacKay, on Wes Welker, wide receiver for New England Patriots, 2012, tweet


For a while you’re a veteran, and then you’re just old.


Lance Alworth, wide receiver


Losing the Super Bowl is worse than death. With death, you don’t have to get up in the morning.


George Allen, NFL coach


The San Francisco 49ers say they are going to move. They want a new stadium that is more fan friendly. One without a scoreboard.


Jim Barach, comedy writer


Tom Landry is such a perfectionist that if he were married to Dolly Parton, he’d expect her to cook.


Don Meredith, quarterback and commentator of player and innovative coach


They feature a Buddy Ryan sandwich at his restaurant. It’s a little tongue and a lot of baloney.


Arnie Spanier, radio host


He’s Edward Scissorhands. He couldn’t catch a cold in Alaska buck naked.


Emmitt Smith, running back, of Larry Brown, running back


The New York Giants announced that seventy-five season ticket holders who threw snowballs during the San Diego game will be banned from attending any more Giant games. I don’t think they should be rewarded for that kind of behaviour.


Conan O’Brien, late-night host


There’s this interior lineman who’s as big as a gorilla and as strong as a gorilla. If he was as smart as a gorilla, he’d be fine.


Dan Millman, footballer and author


Franco Harris faked me out so bad one time that I got a 15-yard penalty for grabbing my own face mask.


D. D. Lewis, Dallas Cowboys linebacker, of Pittsburgh Steeler


If me and King Kong went into an alley, only one of us would come out. And it wouldn’t be the monkey.


Lyle Alzado, NFL defensive end


Mark Gastineau has got an IQ of about room temperature.


Dan Hampton, Chicago Bears defensive tackle, of New York Jets defensive end


Physically, Alonzo Spellman is a world beater. Mentally, he’s an egg beater.


Matt Elliott, offensive lineman, of NFL defensive lineman


Place-kickers aren’t footballers, they’re hired feet.


Alex Karras, footballer, wrestler and actor


Playing middle linebacker is like walking through a lion’s cage dressed in a three-piece pork-chop suit.


Cecil Johnson, Tampa Bay Buccaneers linebacker


Terry Bradshaw couldn’t spell cat, if you spotted him the ‘C’ and the ‘A’.


Thomas ‘Hollywood’ Henderson, NFL linebacker, of quarterback and TV analyst


The two most important jobs in America are held by foreigners – room service and goal-kicking.


Beano Cook, college football commentator


When Larry Csonka goes on safari, the lions roll up their windows.


Anon., of fullback


You’ve heard of people who zig or zag. Well, Elroy ‘Crazy Legs’ Hirsch also had a zog and a couple of zugs.


Norm Van Brocklin, quarterback, punter and coach, of running back and receiver


It’s a good thing William Perry didn’t need acupuncture. They’d have to use a harpoon.


Buddy Baron, comedy writer, of gargantuan defensive lineman


William ‘The Fridge’ Perry is the best use of fat since the invention of bacon.


Ray Sons, Chicago Sun-Times, of gargantuan defensive lineman


Football features two of the worst aspects of American life, violence and committee meetings.


George Will, Newsweek, 1976


If a man watches three football games in a row, he should be declared legally dead.


Erma Bombeck, American humorist


You have to play this game like somebody just hit your mother with a two-by-four.


Dan Birdwell, defensive lineman for Oakland Raiders


If you’re mad at your kid, you can either raise him to be a nose tackle or send him out to play on the freeway. It’s about the same.


Bob Golic, NFL defensive tackle and commentator


A good football coach needs a patient wife, a loyal dog and a great quarterback – but not necessarily in that order.


Bud Grant, head coach of Minnesota Vikings


Coach Jim Walden has the Midas touch – everything he touches turns to mufflers.


Steve Raible, Seattle Seahawks wide receiver and commentator


I’d catch a punt naked in the snow in Buffalo for a chance to play in the NFL.


Steve Hendrickson, NFL linebacker


San Francisco has always been my favorite booing city. I don’t mean the people boo louder or longer, but there is a very special intimacy. When they boo you, you know they mean you. Music, that’s what it is to me. One time in Kezar Stadium they gave me a standing boo.


George Halas, player, coach, owner with Chicago Bears


American football makes rugby look like a Tupperware party.


Sue Lawley, English broadcaster, 1985


Rugby is a beastly game played by gentlemen. Soccer is a gentleman’s game played by beasts. Football is a beastly game played by beasts.


Henry Blaha, American sports journalist, 1972


Football is, after all, a wonderful way to get rid of aggressions without going to jail for it.


Heywood Hale Broun, Tumultuous Merriment, 1979


Football is a game of clichés and I believe in every one of them.


Vince Lombardi, American football coach


We didn’t lose the game; we just ran out of time.


Vince Lombardi


Football builds self-discipline. What else would induce a spectator to sit out in the open in sub-freezing weather?


Anon.


There are several differences between a football game and a revolution. For one thing, a football game usually lasts longer and the participants wear uniforms. Also, there are usually more casualties in a football game. The object of the game is to move a ball past the other team’s goal line. This counts as six points. No points are given for lacerations, contusions, or abrasions, but then no points are deducted, either. Kicking is very important in football. In fact, some of the more enthusiastic players even kick the ball, occasionally.


Alfred Hitchcock, film director


See also: CHEERLEADERS, COLLEGE FOOTBALL



















ARCHERY





It was a 10 when it left the bow!


Anon.


To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and whatever you hit, call it the target.


Anon.


Archery is 1 per cent form, 2 per cent concentration and 97 per cent DUMB LUCK!


Anon.


Advice for Archers:


Stalk softly and carry a bent stick.


Anon.


It’s always farther out of the woods than it is into the woods.


R. T. Turk, veteran archer


Where’d all them Indians come from?


General Custer, 1876



















ATHLETICS





I wasn’t a very athletic boy. I was once lapped in the long jump.


Ronnie Corbett, comedian


What will my country give me if I win 100 metres gold in Sydney? Tobago probably.


Ato Boldon, Trinidad and Tobago sprinter


A proper definition of an amateur sportsman today is one who accepts cash, not cheques.


Jack Kelly, reporter


The pain while running is equivalent to the pain of being tickled too much. It hurts but it is still enjoyment.


Lolo Jones, American Olympic hurdler, 2012, tweet


I wouldn’t be surprised if one day Carl’s halo slipped and choked him.


Allan Wells, British sprinter, of American sprinter Carl Lewis


Only think of two things – the gun and the tape. When you hear the one, just run like hell until you break the other.


Sam Mussabini, South African athletics coach


Running is an unnatural act, except from enemies and to the bathroom.


Anon.


I became a great runner because if you’re a kid in Leeds and your name is Sebastian, you’ve got to become a great runner.


Sebastian Coe, British runner


From what I understand, these drugs shrink your nuts. I can’t have my thingy shrunk. I can’t afford that!


Kim Collins, West Indian sprinter, on why he would never take banned drugs


I did the 100 metres in eight seconds.


But the world record holder can only do it in ten seconds!


Yes, but I know a short cut!


Anon.


Linford Christie: the generously-beloined sprint supremo.


Punch


It always makes me laugh.


It’s such a puzzling treat,


To see an athlete run a mile,


And only move two feet.


Anon.


You have to be suspicious when you line up against girls with moustaches.


Maree Holland, Australian athlete


If Diane Modahl was forty times over the testosterone limit, she’d have a deep voice and we’d all be calling her Barry White.


Tony Jarrett, English sprinter, on the Modahl drug allegations, 1994


It should not have surprised anyone that Ben Johnson was using steroids. You don’t go from 10.17 [seconds] to 9.83 on unleaded gas.


Jamie Astaphan, doctor, supplier of steroids to Ben Johnson


Ben Johnson must still be the fastest human in the world.


He served a lifetime sentence in only two years.


Mike Littwin, American journalist, after Johnson’s life ban was lifted


On Sing Sing Prison’s athletics day: we do not have cross-country and we do not have pole vaulting.


Gerald Curtin, sports director at Sing Sing


The French cannot produce great track-and-field teams like they can produce great wines for probably that reason: the winemakers got in first.


Michael Lourie


GAFFES AND BLOOPERS


This is a double disaster, because the last thing anyone wants to see is Irina Korzhanenko stripped.


Gavin McDougald, journalist, after the Russian shot putter was stripped of her Olympic gold medal


Zola Budd, so small, so waif-like, you literally cannot see her. But there she is.


Alan Parry, commentator


She’s really tough; she’s remorseful.


David Moorcroft, runner and commentator


Harvey Glance, the black American sprinter, with the white top and the black bottom.


Ron Pickering, commentator


Watch the time. It gives you a good indication of how fast they are running.


Ron Pickering


Ian Mackie is here to prove his back injury is behind him.


Anon., of Scottish sprinter


I just want to get back to the shape I’m in now.


Jamie Baulch, British sprinter


She hasn’t run faster than herself before.


Zola Budd, South African runner


The decathlon is nine Mickey Mouse events and the 1,500 metres.


Steve Ovett, runner and commentator


As a runner Daley Thompson is excellent, as a jumper he is excellent, and as a thrower he is an excellent runner and jumper.


Cliff Temple, commentator, on decathlete


When I lost my decathlon world record I took it like a man. I only cried for ten hours.


Daley Thompson, British decathlete


Seb Coe is a Yorkshireman. So he’s a complete bastard and will do well in politics.


Daley Thompson, on middle-distance runner


The Kenyans haven’t done much in the last two Games. In fact, they haven’t competed since 1972.


Brendan Foster, British runner and commentator


When you go into an indoor championships like this, it’s different to the outdoors.


Max Jones, athletics administrator


Derek, tell us about your amazing third leg.


Ross King, broadcaster, to English relay runner Derek Redmond


Is there something that sticks out that makes you an exceptional pole-vaulter?


Adrian Chiles, broadcaster


For Linford Christie to get the job he’ll have to prove whiter than white.


Victoria Derbyshire, broadcaster


And finally she tastes the sweet smell of success.


Ian Edwards, cross-country runner







David Coleman – British Sports Commentator


A fascinating duel between three men.


A truly international field, no Britons involved.


Alan Pascoe could have won the gold, but he simply ran out of time.


He was dead before he hit the floor and he never regained consciousness.


And here’s Moses Kiptanui – the nineteen-year-old Kenyan who turned twenty a few weeks ago.


And the line-up for the final of the women’s 400 metres hurdles includes three Russians, two East Europeans, a Pole, a Swede and a Frenchman.


And with an alphabetical irony, Nigeria follows New Zealand.


As they come through absolutely together with Wells in first place.


Bradford, who has gone up from 200 metres to 400, found it hard going and for the last 100 metres was always going backwards.


Charlie Spedding believes in an even pace and hopes to run the second part of the race faster than the first.


Coe has made absolutely no move at all down the back straight.


David Bedford is the athlete of all time in the 1970s.


He is accelerating all the time. The last lap was run in sixty-four seconds and the one before in sixty-two.


He is even smaller in real life than he is on the track.


He just can’t believe what’s not happening to him.


He won the bronze medal in the 1976 Olympics so he is used to being out in front.


He’s thirty-one this year. Last year he was thirty.


Her time was four minutes thirty-three seconds, which she is capable of.


Here are some names to look forward to, perhaps in the future.


His brother failed, so let’s see if he can succeed and maintain the family tradition.


In a moment we hope to see the pole vault over the satellite.


Ingrid Kristiansen has smashed the world record, running the 5,000 metres in 14:58:09. Truly amazing. Incidentally this is a personal best for Ingrid Kristiansen.


It doesn’t mean anything, but what it does mean is that Abdi Bile is very relaxed.


It’s a battle with himself and the ticking finger of the clock.


It’s a great advantage to be able to hurdle with both legs.


It’s gold or nothing … and it’s nothing. He comes away with the silver medal.


Lasse Virén, the champion, came in fifth and ran a champion’s race.


Lillian Board’s great strength is her great strength.


Morcelli has the four fastest 1,500-metre times ever. And all those times are at 1,500 metres.


One of the great unknown champions, because very little is known about him.


Panetta was the silver medallist in the European Championships when he led all the way.


She’s not Ben Johnson, but then, who is?


That’s the fastest time ever run, but it’s not as fast as the world record.


The big guns haven’t pulled all the stops out.


The late start is due to the time.


The news from the javelin is that it was won by the winning throw that we saw earlier.


The reason why she’s so fast over hurdles is because she’s so fast between them.


The Republic of China – back in the Olympic Games for the first time.


There is Brendan Foster, by himself with 20,000 people.


There you can see her parents. Her father died some time ago.


There’ll be only one winner in every sense of the word.


There’s going to be a real ding-dong when the bell goes.


This could be a repeat of what will happen at the European games next week.


This is a young man who is only twenty-five, and you have to say, he has answered every question that has ever been asked.


This man could be a dark horse.


This race is all about racing.


We estimate, and this isn’t an estimation, that Grete Waitz is eighty seconds behind.


You’ve got to hand it to Gonzales. Once he saw it was possible, he saw his chance and made it possible.


Fiona May lost out on the gold medal only because the Spanish athlete jumped further than she did.


See also: MARATHON, OLYMPICS, TRACK AND FIELD






















AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL





Australian Rules Football might best be described as a game devised for padded cells, played in the open air.


Jim Murray, American sportswriter


I want to kick seventy or eighty goals this season, whichever comes first.


Barry Hall, Sydney Swans


Apart from their goals, St Kilda was scoreless in that opening quarter.


Eddie McGuire, Australian sports commentator


More football later, but first let’s see the first-half highlights from the Essendon vs. Collingwood game.


Peter Landy, Australian television presenter


He’s a guy who gets up at six o’clock in the morning regardless of what time it is.


Kevin Sheedy, player and coach, of James Hird, player and coach


Without giving offence to anyone, I may remark that it is a game which commends itself to semi-barbarous races.


Edward Kinglake, The Australian at Home, 1891



















BADMINTON





Ernie: Excuse me, won’t you – I’m a little stiff from badminton. Eric: It doesn’t matter where you’re from.


Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise, The Morecambe and Wise Joke Book, 1979



















BASEBALL





Are you excited about the opening of the baseball season? Ah, the leather, the pine tar, the rosin – and that’s just the hot dogs.


Conan O’Brien, late-night host


Baseball is a skilled game. It’s America’s game – it, and high taxes.


Will Rogers, wit


Baseball is a game which consists of tapping a ball with a piece of wood, then running like a lunatic.


H. J. Dutiel, wit


Baseball has the great advantage over cricket of being sooner ended.


George Bernard Shaw, Irish playwright


In our team we have so few hits that if anyone reaches first base, he has to stop and ask the way.


Anon.


My team’s lost so many games that when it rains, we have a victory party!


Anon.


Getting a ball past his bat is like trying to sneak the sun past a rooster.


Anonymous pitcher on Hank Aaron, 1973


A baseball game is simply a nervous breakdown divided into nine innings.


Earl Wilson, columnist


A friend got me seats to the World Series. From where I sat, the game was just a rumour.


Henny Youngman, comedian


A good cigar is like a beautiful chick with a great body who also knows the American League box scores.


M*A*S*H, sitcom, ‘Bug-Out’, 1976


Every time a baseball player grabs his crotch, it makes him spit. That’s why you should never date a baseball player.


Marsha Warfield, actress and comedienne


The only good thing about playing for Cleveland is you don’t have to make road trips there.


Richie Scheinblum, outfielder for Cleveland Indians


Ted Simmons didn’t sound like a baseball player. He said things like ‘Nevertheless’ and ‘If, in fact’.


Dan Quisenberry, relief pitcher


Losing is the bane and bugbear of every professional athlete’s existence, but in baseball the monster seems to hang closer than in other sports, its chilly claws and foul breath palpable around the neck hairs of the infielder bending for his crosshand scoop or the reliever slipping his first two fingers off-center on the ball seams before delivering his two-and-two cut fastball.


Roger Angell, Baseball, 1994


He wants Texas back.


Tommy Lasorda, when asked during contract negotiations with Mexican-born Fernando Valenzuela what the pitcher might demand


The Houston Astros play in a vast indoor stadium known as the Astrodome, but the problem is they field a half-vast team.


Kurt Bevacqua, Major League Baseball player


Haven’t they suffered enough?


Beano Cook, college football commentator, on giving free


Major League passes to former Iranian hostages


Baseball is like church. Many attend, but few understand.


Wes Westrum, player, coach, manager and scout


It was so foggy today that the Cubs couldn’t even see who was beating them.


Anon.


When [Athletics’ owner] Charlie Finley had his heart operation, it took eight hours – seven and a half to find his heart.


Steve McCatty, Oakland Athletics pitcher


Fernando Valenzuela is the pitcher whose name sounds like a mailing address in the Lower Andes.


Tom Boswell, sportswriter


Harvey Kuenn’s face looks like it could hold three days of rain.


Tommy Lasorda, player and manager of Brooklyn/Los


Angeles Dodgers, of player, coach and manager


If it’s true you learn by your mistakes, Jim Frey will be the best manager ever.


Ron Luciano, Major League umpire


When I started, the game was played by nine tough competitors on grass, in graceful ballparks. But while I was trying to answer the daily quiz Quiz-O-Gram on the exploding scoreboard, a revolution was taking place around me. By the time I finished, there were ten men on each side, the game was played indoors on plastic, and I had to spend half my time watching out for a man dressed in a chicken suit who kept trying to kiss me.


Ron Luciano


The first thing they do in Cleveland, if you have talent, is trade you for three guys who don’t.


Jim Kern, retired pitcher and three-time American League All-Star


Major League Baseball has asked its players to stop tossing baseballs into the stands during games, because they say fans fight over them and they get hurt. In fact, the Florida Marlins said that’s why they never hit any home runs. It’s a safety issue.


Jay Leno, late-night host


Manny Ramirez is a comically awful outfielder. He is a tremendous hitter but he couldn’t catch radiation poisoning at a KGB reunion banquet.


Angus Hamilton, of Dominican outfield and designated hitter


He’d give you the shirt off his back. Of course, he’d call a press conference to announce it.


Catfish Hunter, right-handed pitcher, of right-fielder Reggie Jackson


The designated gerbil.


Bill Lee, of Don Zimmer, infielder, manager and coach


Could be that Bill Terry’s a nice guy when you get to know him, but why bother?


Dizzy Dean, pitcher and commentator, of first baseman and manager


The one thing that kept Jack Perconte from being a good Major League player is performance.


Del Crandall, catcher and manager, of second baseman


Say, Satch, tell me, was Abraham Lincoln a crouch hitter?


Lefty Gomez, New York Yankees pitcher, to veteran Satchel Paige


The Cleveland Indians traded infielder Stubby Clapp for a player to be named better.


Bud Geracie, sportswriter


Buddy Bell says the two biggest career shorteners are hustle and sweat. Oh, Buddy hustles, but he hustles at his own pace. He’s a slow hustler. The biggest thing Buddy does all winter is renew his subscription to TV Guide.


Rich Donnelly, Major League coach, of third baseman and manager


He’s even-tempered. He comes to the ballpark mad – and stays that way.


Joe Garagiola Sr, catcher and announcer, of Rick Burleson, famously intense Major League shortstop


Mickey Hatcher is the first player to make the major leagues on one brain cell.


Roy Smalley Jr, Major League shortstop


Danny Napoleon’s so ugly that when a fly ball is hit towards him, it would curve away from him.


Mickey Rivers, center fielder, of Major League outfielder


If you put his brain in a blue jay, the bird would fly backwards.


Al Nipper, former pitcher and coach, of Mitch Williams, relief pitcher and analyst


In a recent survey only 13 per cent of Americans said that baseball was their favourite sport. The survey was taken in the Mets dugout.


Conan O’Brien


When he laughs, he makes dogs whine.


Lindsey Nelson, sportscaster, of Tom Seaver, celebrated pitcher


Nothing is more limited than being a limited partner of George Steinbrenner.


John McMullen, former Yankees co-owner


Gene Mauch’s stare can put you on the disabled list.


Tim McCarver, catcher and sportscaster, of player and manager


His limitations are limitless.


Danny Ozark, Phillies coach and manager, of outfielder Mike Anderson


Leo Durocher has the ability of taking the bad situation and making it immediately worse.


Branch Rickey, baseball executive, of infielder and manager


Tommy Lasorda will eat anything as long as you pay for it.


Joe Torre, player, manager and executive


Mario Soto had a million-dollar arm and a ten-cent head.


Alex Trevino, Mexican catcher, of Cincinnati Reds pitcher


We’ve got a problem here. Luis Tiant wants to use the bathroom, and it says no foreign objects in the toilets.


Graig Nettles, third baseman, on the Cuban pitcher


Robert ‘Lefty’ Grove could throw a lamb chop past a wolf.


Arthur ‘Bugs’ Baer, New York journalist and humorist, on Boston Red Sox pitcher


A hot dog at the ballgame beats roast beef at the Ritz.


Humphrey Bogart, actor


Harmon Killebrew has enough power to hit home runs in any park – including Yellowstone.


Paul Richards, catcher, manager and scout


There is nothing remarkable about throwing or catching or hitting a ball. Jugglers in Yugoslavia do it better.


Jim Murray, sportswriter for Los Angeles Times


Baseball is the favourite American sport because it’s so slow. Any idiot can follow it. And just about any idiot can play it.


Gore Vidal, American novelist


Call me un-American; call me Canadian or Swedish, I don’t care. I hate baseball … I have lots of reasons to hate baseball. For one it’s dull. Nothing happens. Watching baseball is like going to a lecture by a member of the Slow … Talkers … of … America. It’s like turning on the TV – when the cable is out. It’s like watching grass – no – Astroturf grow.


Jeff Jarvis, American journalist, Entertainment Weekly


The underprivileged people of the Americas play some strange game with a bat which looks like an overgrown rolling pin.


Fred Trueman, English cricketer


Calling it the World Series must impress the world as an example of America’s modesty.


Anon.


You remember baseball? A sort of razzamatazz rounders, played by rowdy roughnecks, wielding oversized clubs and oversized tennis balls.


Rob Steen, British sports journalist


They’ve played on grass and they’ve played on Astroturf. What they should do is put down a layer of paper in Candlestick Park. After all, the Giants always look good on paper.


Don Rose, radio personality, on San Francisco’s stadium


The sneer is gone from Casey’s lip, his teeth are clenched in hate;


He pounds with cruel violence his bat upon the plate.


And now the pitcher holds the ball, and now he lets it go,


And now the air is shattered by the force of Casey’s blow.





Oh, somewhere in this favored land the sun is shining bright;


The band is playing somewhere, and somewhere hearts are light,


And somewhere men are laughing, and somewhere children shout;


But there is no joy in Mudville – mighty Casey has struck out.


Ernest Lawrence Thayer, ‘Casey at the Bat’, San Francisco Examiner, 1888


Baseball is a fun game. It beats working for a living.


Phil Linz, backup infielder


Baseball is a game where a curve is an optical illusion, a screwball can be a pitch or a person, stealing is legal and you can spit anywhere you like except in the umpire’s eye or on the ball.


Jim Murray


Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a man can succeed three times out of ten and be considered a good performer.


Ted Williams, player and manager, Boston Red Sox


Baseball is the only major sport that appears backwards in a mirror.


George Carlin, Brain Droppings, 1997


Baseball is the only sport I know that when you’re on offense, the other team controls the ball.


Ken Harrelson, Sports Illustrated, 1976


Baseball was made for kids, and grown-ups only screw it up.


Bob Lemon, pitcher and manager


Every hitter likes fastballs, just like everybody likes ice cream. But you don’t like it when someone’s stuffing it into you by the gallon. That’s what it feels like when Nolan Ryan’s throw’n’ balls by you.


Reggie Jackson, right fielder


I don’t want to play golf. When I hit a ball, I want someone else to go chase it.


Rogers Hornsby, infielder, manager and coach


I see great things in baseball. It’s our game – the American game. It will take our people out-of-doors, fill them with oxygen, give them a larger physical stoicism. Tend to relieve us from being a nervous, dyspeptic set. Repair these losses, and be a blessing to us.


Walt Whitman, poet


If a woman has to choose between catching a fly ball and saving an infant’s life, she will choose to save the infant’s life without even considering if there are men on base.


Dave Barry, Miami Herald


I’m convinced that every boy, in his heart, would rather steal second base than an automobile.


Tom Clark, sports journalist


It’s hard to win a pennant, but it’s harder losing one.


Chuck Tanner, left fielder and manager


No game in the world is as tidy and dramatically neat as baseball, with cause and effect, crime and punishment, motive and result, so cleanly defined.


Paul Gallico, novelist


People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.


Rogers Hornsby


Poets are like baseball pitchers. Both have their moments. The intervals are the tough things.


Robert Frost, poet


That’s baseball, and it’s my game. Y’ know, you take your worries to the game, and you leave ’em there. You yell like crazy for your guys. It’s good for your lungs, gives you a lift, and nobody calls the cops. Pretty girls, lots of ’em.


Humphrey Bogart


There are three things in my life which I really love: God, my family, and baseball. The only problem – once the baseball season starts, I change the order around a bit.


Al Gallagher, third baseman


What is both surprising and delightful is that spectators are allowed, and even expected, to join in the vocal part of the game… There is no reason why the field should not try to put the batsman off his stroke at the critical moment by neatly timed disparagements of his wife’s fidelity and his mother’s respectability.


George Bernard Shaw


When we played softball, I’d steal second base, feel guilty and go back.


Woody Allen, comedian


When you’re in a slump, it’s almost as if you look out at the field and it’s one big glove.


Vance Law, third baseman


With those who don’t give a damn about baseball, I can only sympathize. I do not resent them. I am even willing to concede that many of them are physically clean, good to their mothers and in favor of world peace. But while the game is on, I can’t think of anything to say to them.


Art Hill, writer, on baseball


You gotta be a man to play baseball for a living, but you gotta have a lot of little boy in you, too.


Roy Campanella, catcher


You see, you spend a good piece of your life gripping a baseball, and in the end it turns out that it was the other way around all the time.


Jim Bouton, Ball Four, 1970


A ballplayer’s got to be kept hungry to become a big-leaguer. That’s why no boy from a rich family ever made the big leagues.


Joe DiMaggio, New York Yankee, quoted in the New York Times, 1961


Baseball is almost the only orderly thing in a very unorderly world. If you get three strikes, even the best lawyer in the world can’t get you off.


Bill Veeck, franchise owner and promoter


If a horse can’t eat it, I don’t want to play on it.


Dick Allen, Major League Baseball player, on artificial turf


It breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart. The game begins in spring, when everything else begins again, and it blossoms in the summer, filling the afternoons and evenings, and then as soon as the chill rains come, it stops and leaves you to face the fall alone.


A. Bartlett Giamatti, ‘The Green Fields of the Mind’, Yale Alumni Magazine, 1977


The charm of baseball is that, dull as it may be on the field, it is endlessly fascinating as a rehash.


Jim Murray


I was the worst hitter ever. I never even broke a bat until last year when I was backing out of the garage.


Lefty Gomez


The designated hitter rule is like letting someone else take Wilt Chamberlain’s free throws.


Rick Wise, right-hand pitcher


Watching a spring training game is as exciting as watching a tree form its annual ring.


Jerry Izenberg, sports journalist


Wives of ballplayers, when they teach their children their prayers, should instruct them how to say: ‘God bless Mommy, God bless Daddy, God bless Babe Ruth. Babe Ruth has upped Daddy’s paycheck by 15 to 40 per cent.’


Waite Hoyt, Major League Baseball pitcher


A baseball fan has the digestive apparatus of a billy goat. He can, and does, devour any set of diamond statistics with insatiable appetite and then nuzzles hungrily for more.


Arthur Daley, New York Times sportswriter


A critic once characterized baseball as six minutes of action crammed into two-and-one-half hours.


Ray Fitzgerald, Boston Globe, 1970


Baseball is an allegorical play about America, a poetic, complex, and subtle play of courage, fear, good luck, mistakes, patience about fate, and sober self-esteem.


Saul Steinberg, New Yorker cartoonist


Baseball is not necessarily an obsessive–compulsive disorder, like washing your hands 100 times a day, but it’s beginning to seem that way. We’re reaching the point where you can be a truly dedicated, state-of-the-art fan or you can have a life. Take your pick.


Thomas Boswell, Washington Post, 1990


During my eighteen years I came to bat almost 10,000 times. I struck out about 1,700 times and walked maybe 1,800 times. You figure a ballplayer will average about 500 at bats a season. That means I played seven years without ever hitting the ball.


Mickey Mantle, center fielder for New York Yankees


It’s no coincidence that female interest in the sport of baseball has increased greatly since the ballplayers swapped those wonderful old-time baggy flannel uniforms for leotards.


Mike Royko, Chicago newspaper columnist


I’ve come to the conclusion that the two most important things in life are good friends and a good bullpen.


Bob Lemon


No matter how good you are, you’re going to lose one-third of your games. No matter how bad you are you’re going to win one-third of your games. It’s the other third that makes the difference.


Tommy Lasorda


Sandy’s fastball was so fast some batters would start to swing as he was on his way to the mound.


Jim Murray, on Sandy Koufax, left-handed pitcher for Brooklyn/Los Angeles Dodgers


That’s the true harbinger of spring, not crocuses or swallows returning to Capistrano, but the sound of a bat on a ball.


Bill Veeck


The pitcher has to find out if the hitter is timid. And if the hitter is timid, he has to remind the hitter he’s timid.


Don Drysdale, Los Angeles Dodgers right-handed pitcher, quoted in the New York Times, 1979


The strongest thing that baseball has going for it today are its yesterdays.


Lawrence Ritter, American writer


This is a game to be savored, not gulped. There’s time to discuss everything between pitches or between innings.


Bill Veeck


The tradition of professional baseball always has been agreeably free of chivalry. The rule is, ‘Do anything you can get away with.’


Heywood Broun, sportswriter and columnist


Say this for big league baseball – it is beyond any question the greatest conversation piece ever invented in America.


Bruce Catton, American journalist


I’m throwing twice as hard as I ever did. The ball’s just not getting there as fast.


Lefty Gomez


The more we lose, the more he’ll fly in. And the more he flies in, the better the chance there’ll be a plane crash.


Graig Nettles, on George Steinbrenner, principal owner of the New York Yankees for thirty-seven years


The most overrated underrated player in baseball.


Larry Ritter, on Tommy Henrich


Some of our hitters are so bad that they can strike out on two pitches.


Milton Berle, comedian


Baseball must be a great game to survive the people who run it.


Arthur Daley


It’s a good thing I stayed in Cincinnati for four years; it took me that long to learn how to spell it.


Rocky Bridges, utility infielder


The runners have returned to their respectable bases.


Dizzy Dean


The clock doesn’t matter in baseball. Time stands still or moves backward. Theoretically, one game could go on forever.


Herb Caen, San Francisco columnist


What does Mama Bear on the pill have in common with the World Series? No cubs.


Skip Caray, sportscaster, on Chicago’s lack of success


How can we keep the [Atlanta] Braves on their toes? Raise the urinals.


Darrel Chaney, Braves player and announcer in Major League Baseball


When we [England] have a World Series, we ask other countries to participate.


John Cleese, comedian


I made a game effort to argue but two things were against me: the umpires and the rules.


Leo Durocher


I never questioned the integrity of an umpire. Their eyesight, yes.


Leo Durocher


I believe in rules. Sure I do. If there weren’t any rules, how could you break them?


Leo Durocher


I’ve seen better hands on a clock.


Mel Durslag, LA sports columnist, on clumsy shortstop Bill Russell


I told Roland Hemond to go out and get me a big-name pitcher. He said, ‘Dave Wehrmeister’s got eleven letters. Is that a big enough name for you?’


Eddie Eichorn, Chicago White Sox owner


A baseball park is the one place where a man’s wife doesn’t mind his getting excited over somebody else’s curves.


Brendan Francis, broadcaster


I don’t put any foreign substances on the baseball. Everything I use is from the good old USA.


George Frazier, pitcher and commentator


They shouldn’t throw that at me. I’m the father of five or six kids!


Tito Fuentes, Cuban second baseman


Billy Loes [Dodgers pitcher] was the only player in the majors who could lose a ground ball in the sun.


Joe Garagiola, player and, later, announcer


Nolan Ryan is pitching much better now that he has his curve-ball straightened out.


Joe Garagiola


When Neil Armstrong first set foot on the moon, he and all the space scientists were puzzled by an unidentifiable white object. I knew exactly what it was. That was a home run hit off me in 1937 by Jimmie Foxx.


Lefty Gomez


If it turns out that Barry Bonds used steroids to bulk up and add muscle mass, he could get four to eight years as governor of California.


Argus Hamilton, comedian, on Pittsburgh Pirates and San Francisco Giants outfielder. Bonds was a central figure in baseball’s steroids scandal


Crowd? This isn’t a crowd. It’s a focus group!


Fran Healy, disappointed by the poor attendance at a game in Montreal


I wish I could play Little League now. I’d be way better than before.


Mitch Hedberg, stand-up comedian


Don’t forget to swing hard, in case you hit the ball.


Woodie Held, shortstop/outfielder


All I’m asking for is what I want.


Rickey Henderson, left fielder


I don’t know. I never smoked Astroturf.


Tug McGraw, pitcher, when asked if he preferred grass or Astroturf, April 1974


Garry Maddox has turned his life around. He used to be depressed and miserable. Now he’s miserable and depressed.


Harry Kalas, sportscaster and ‘Voice of the Phillies’, of Philadelphia outfielder/center fielder


It’s permanent, for now.


Roberto Kelly, Panamanian player and coach


Two-thirds of the earth is covered by water, the other third is covered by Garry Maddox.


Ralph Kiner, player and New York Mets announcer, of Philadelphia outfielder


Half of Jeff King’s extra-base hits last year were extra-base hits.


Ralph Kiner


The reason the Mets have played so well at Shea this year is they have the best home record in baseball.


Ralph Kiner


Chuck Hiller was a helluva hitter, but he had iron hands. You couldn’t play him on rainy days; his hands would rust.


Ed Kranepool, first base with New York Mets


You can be stupid once, but idiotic to do it again. I’ll settle for being stupid.


Tony La Russa, St Louis Cardinals manager, refusing to make any more predictions that his team would win the title


If Mike Scioscia raced his pregnant wife he’d finish third.


Tommy Lasorda


There goes Rick Monday. He and Manny Mota are so old they were waiters at The Last Supper.


Tommy Lasorda


The average age of our bench is deceased.


Tommy Lasorda, on veterans Vic Davalillo and Manny Mota


The secret to keeping winning streaks is to maximise the victories while at the same time minimising the defeats.


John Lowenstein, outfielder and sportscaster


It’s not that he’s a bad outfielder. He just has trouble judging the ball and picking it up.
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