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      “Andy Naselli believes the subject of predestination is far too biblical and much too precious to keep hidden. It speaks of God’s glorious sovereignty and the wonder of his saving grace, as well as his holiness and justice. If you’ve avoided the subject for fear of offending someone or perhaps out of your own ignorance of what the word means, this book is for you. Naselli explores in a deeply profound but highly intelligible way what the Bible says about this controversial topic. I love this book and can’t recommend it too highly.”

      Sam Storms, Founder and President, Enjoying God Ministries

      “Andy Naselli makes a strong biblical case for election and reprobation. He aims not just to convince the mind but also to stir the heart to worship the sovereign Savior. Not all readers will agree with every facet of Naselli’s argument, but he demonstrates that the doctrine of predestination is firmly grounded in Romans 9 and other passages of the Holy Scriptures.”

      Joel R. Beeke, President, Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

      “Andy Naselli has given us a concise, accessible, and faithful treatise on the often-misunderstood topic of predestination. This book will become the go-to resource for both advocates and naysayers, helping Christians better understand God’s faithfulness and sovereignty.”

      Rosaria Butterfield, Former Professor of English, Syracuse University; author, Five Lies of Our Anti-Christian Age

      “When we avoid discussing difficult biblical and theological subjects like predestination, we not only neglect what Scripture clearly teaches but also impoverish our view of God and therefore rob ourselves of the truth, comfort, and confidence that the doctrine is meant to give. For this reason, I am thrilled to recommend this book. Andy Naselli faithfully expounds the Bible’s teaching on predestination—and in such a way that we are led to glory in our triune God of sovereign grace and challenged to apply biblical truth to our lives in all of its breadth and depth. If you want to know what Scripture teaches about predestination, how to answer the common objections to it, and how to apply its truth to your life, then this book is for you.”

      Stephen J. Wellum, Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

      “How does one write a simple and clear treatment of one of the most complex and challenging doctrines? I’m not entirely sure, but that is precisely what Andy Naselli has done. This book provides an accessible and careful treatment of predestination that will serve pastors, laypeople, and all those who want to learn more about the wonders of God’s glory in election. Take, read, and be stirred to worship.”

      Steven Lee, Pastor for Preaching and Vision, The North Church, Mounds View, Minnesota
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      Series Preface

      The ancient Greek thinker Heraclitus reputedly said that the thinker has to listen to the essence of things. A series of theological studies dealing with the traditional topics that make up systematic theology needs to do just that. Accordingly, in each of these studies, a theologian addresses the essence of a doctrine. This series thus aims to present short studies in theology that are attuned to both the Christian tradition and contemporary theology in order to equip the church to faithfully understand, love, teach, and apply what God has revealed in Scripture about a variety of topics. What may be lost in comprehensiveness can be gained through what John Calvin, in the dedicatory epistle of his commentary on Romans, called “lucid brevity.”

      Of course, a thorough study of any doctrine will be longer rather than shorter, as there are two millennia of confession, discussion, and debate with which to interact. As a result, a short study needs to be more selective but deftly so. Thankfully, the contributors to this series have the ability to be brief yet accurate. The key aim is that the simpler is not to morph into the simplistic. The test is whether the topic of a short study, when further studied in depth, requires some unlearning to take place. The simple can be amplified. The simplistic needs to be corrected. As editors, we believe that the volumes in this series pass that test.

      While the specific focus varies, each volume (1) introduces the doctrine, (2) sets it in context, (3) develops it from Scripture, (4) draws the various threads together, and (5) brings it to bear on the Christian life. It is our prayer, then, that this series will assist the church to delight in her triune God by thinking his thoughts—which he has graciously revealed in his written word, which testifies to his living Word, Jesus Christ—after him in the powerful working of his Spirit.

      Graham A. Cole and Oren R. Martin

    

  
    
      Introduction

      Why I Love Predestination

      An advertisement for an energy bar pictures two triumphant climbers at the tip of a mountain peak, basking in the glorious view. The caption over the photo reads, “You’ve never felt more alive. You’ve never felt more insignificant.”1 Why do we love seeing grandeur and feeling small? Because God made us for God. That’s why I love what the Bible teaches about predestination.

      An Invitation to Hike Up a Mountain

      When you arduously hike up a mountain, it is satisfying to take in the breathtaking panoramic view at the top. God designed us so that we complete our joy by seeing God’s beauty, savoring him, praising him, and then sharing our joy with others. In this book I invite you to let me share my joy with you. The hike is not easy, but it’s worth it because the view at the top is awe-inspiring. The more you know about God and his ways, the deeper and sweeter will be your praise.

      Who Is This Book For?

      This book’s target audience is thoughtful Christians—both pastors and laypeople—who want to study what the Bible teaches about predestination. I wrote it with several types of Christians in mind, including my students at Bethlehem College and Seminary, the members of my church (to whom I preached the gist of this book in four sermons), my wife (a homemaker and homeschooling mom), and my oldest daughter (who was thirteen when I drafted it). My main audience is not professional academics, but I attempt to be academically responsible. I aim to explain a complex topic simply but not simplistically.

      What Is Helpful to Know Upfront about Predestination As We Prepare to Study It?

      I’ll attempt to orient us by answering six questions.

      1. What If I Am Anxious or Fearful about Studying Predestination?

      My wife, Jenni, was initially anxious about my writing this book. Here is what she wrote after reading a draft of it:

      When Andy told me that he was planning to study predestination in order to write his next book, I honestly felt trepidation. I firmly believe and rejoice in the sovereignty of God, but the doctrine of predestination and especially reprobation felt very frightening to me, especially because some people I love are not believers. The thought of digging into that doctrine felt frightening—like digging into a dark hole. I wasn’t sure I would like what I found.

      But each time I come back to Andy’s book, I come away with a completely different emotion. My heart is filled with grateful worship to God. There is nothing in me that caused God to choose me. I am amazed that the God of the universe chose me before the foundation of the world. The doctrine of predestination—rather than frightening me—has changed my heart and caused me to worship and love our good God even more. And that was surprising to me.

      Friend, if you think predestination is hard to understand and even harder to treasure, you’re not alone. Many Christians have struggled with being assured that they are God’s elect. And most of us have loved ones who are rejecting Christ.

      If you are anxious or fearful about studying predestination, take courage. All Scripture is God-breathed and “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17). That’s true for what God says about predestination. These precious truths are gifts from the all-good, all-powerful, all-wise God to humble us, comfort us, and satisfy us with himself.2

      Many people avoid talking about predestination or gloss over it or misinterpret it to fit with what they already presuppose. We are born with a self-centered view of the universe instead of a God-centered one. We naturally think, “It’s all about me.” We need a Copernican revolution so that our “felt reality” matches reality.3 My goal in this book is to clearly and faithfully explain and apply what God says about predestination.

      2. How Should We Talk about Such a Controversial and Emotional Issue?

      When I told friends that I was writing a book on predestination—that is, election and reprobation—some would pause long enough for me to read the thought bubble above their heads: “Wow, that’s brave. Election is controversial. And reprobation is frightening. That’s heavy stuff.”

      Sometimes Christians passionately disagree with each other about predestination. For many of us, our convictions about predestination are deep. We feel strongly about how to interpret and systematize and apply what the Bible says about predestination.

      So how should we talk about an issue that is often controversial and emotional? Carefully, reasonably, charitably, evenhandedly, patiently, humbly, convictionally, straightforwardly, soberly, joyfully.

      It is pitiful how we can take a Bible teaching that should result in humility, praise, and comfort and instead talk about it with sinful pride, divisiveness, and anxiety (see table 0.1).

      Table 0.1 Two Ways to Respond to Predestination

      
        
          
            	
              The Right Way to Respond to Predestination

            
            	
              The Wrong Way to Respond to Predestination

            
          

          
            	
              Be humbled.

            
            	
              Be proud.

            
          

          
            	
              Praise God.

            
            	
              Be divisive.

            
          

          
            	
              Feel comforted.

            
            	
              Feel anxious.

            
          

        

      

      We self-centered sinners routinely rebel against God’s brilliant designs. We can turn a blessing into a wicked mess—like indulging in sexual activity outside of marriage or misusing authority to oppress others. Let’s not turn the blessing of predestination on its head.

      Predestination is a teaching that God has revealed to us for his glory and our good. To talk about predestination in a humble way does not mean that we shrug our shoulders and decline to address it in detail since Christians disagree about it. To talk about predestination in a humble way means that we unreservedly affirm and cherish whatever God has revealed. We must not be embarrassed about what the Bible teaches. It does not honor God to say, “The Bible teaches that, but I don’t like it,” or, “The Bible says that, but it can’t really mean that.” We do not have the authority to judge what God has revealed. And if we feel the need to apologize for something God has said, then we must repent of our arrogance. If we have a problem understanding the nature and rationale of what God has revealed in Scripture, then the problem is with us—not with God’s word.4 We must be aware that sin has affected even our thought processes and that we are finite creatures who think we are a lot smarter than we really are. We think we know better than God does, and we don’t like it if we are not in control.

      So let’s approach predestination on our knees and with open hands. Let’s not stand over the word of God as if we are the judge. Instead, let’s kneel under the word of God as humble learners. And let’s be committed to believe and cherish whatever God reveals.

      This is the one to whom I will look:

      he who is humble and contrite in spirit

      and trembles at my word. (Isa. 66:2)

      3. What Do Predestination, Election, and Reprobation Mean?

      Predestination may be contentious and alarming for some Christians, but we must not ignore it because it is all over the Bible. The Bible refers to God’s people as “the elect” (Matt. 24:22, 24; 24:31; Mark 13:20, 22, 27; Luke 18:7; 2 Tim. 2:10) and “God’s elect” (Rom. 8:33; Titus 1:1). What does that mean?

      When addressing a controversial topic, it is crucial to define key terms clearly. I repeatedly use the words predestination, election, and reprobation in this book, so I will define those keywords here at the beginning.

      In the New Testament, predestine translates proörizō, which occurs six times (Acts 4:28; Rom. 8:29–30; 1 Cor. 2:7; Eph. 1:5, 11). Proörizō means “decide upon beforehand, predetermine.”5 It is an action that God does. God predetermines whatever takes place (Eph. 1:11; cf. Acts 4:28), and for God to predestine a person means for him to predetermine a person’s destiny.6 While it is valid to use predestination for everything God decrees,7 I am using predestination specifically regarding a person’s eternal destiny—similar to what Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:9: “God has not destined us for wrath, but [God has destined us] for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” (NASB).8 (See table 0.2.)

      Table 0.2 Defining Predestination, Election, and Reprobation

      
        
          
            	
              Predestination

              God predetermined the destiny of certain individuals for salvation (election) and others for condemnation (reprobation).

            
          

          
            	
              Election

            
            	
              Reprobation

            
          

          
            	
              God sovereignly and graciously chose to save individual sinners:

            
            	
              God sovereignly and justly chose to pass over nonelect sinners and punish them:

            
          

          
            	
              “vessels of mercy, which [God] has prepared beforehand for glory” (Rom. 9:23)

              “the elect” (Rom. 11:7)

              Jesus’s sheep (John 10:27–29)

            
            	
              “vessels of wrath prepared for destruction” (Rom. 9:22)

              “the rest” (Rom. 11:7)

              not Jesus’s sheep (John 10:26)

            
          

          
            	
              positive predestination for eternal life

              with distinct goals (see chap. 1)

              in accordance with God’s love, mercy, and grace

            
            	
              negative predestination for eternal death

              with distinct goals (see chap. 14)

              in accordance with God’s wrath, power, and justice

            
          

        

      

      Predestination means that God predetermined the destiny of certain individuals for salvation and others for condemnation. Predestination has two parts: choosing to save some (election) and choosing not to save others (reprobation).

      Election is positive predestination: God sovereignly and graciously chose to save individual sinners. God predestined certain individuals (i.e., predetermined their destiny) for salvation.

      Reprobation is negative predestination: God sovereignly and justly chose to pass over nonelect sinners and punish them.9 God predestined certain individuals (i.e., predetermined their destiny) for condemnation. (Proörizō does not refer specifically to reprobation, but other destine-words do. See 1 Pet. 2:8; cf. Rom. 9:22; Jude 4.) The word reprobation does not appear in the Bible, but it is a common label that theologians use for a reality that I believe the Bible teaches.10

      The range of meanings for election and (positive) predestination overlaps. They can function as synonyms. What distinguishes them is that election emphasizes the who and predestination emphasizes the what.11 That is, election emphasizes that God chose us, and predestination emphasizes what God chose us for—“to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29) and “for adoption to himself as sons” (Eph. 1:5). But we should not overemphasize this distinction between the who and the what because (1) God chose us for something—“that we should be holy and blameless” (Eph. 1:4)—and (2) God “predestined us” (Eph. 1:5; cf. Rom. 8:29–30). (See table 0.3.)

      Table 0.3 Distinguishing the Synonyms Election and (Positive) Predestination

      
        
          
            	
              Election

            
            	
              (Positive) Predestination

            
          

          
            	
              Emphasizes the who:
God chose us.

            
            	
              Emphasizes the what:
God predestined us for something.

            
          

          
            	
              Includes the what:
God chose us for something.

            
            	
              Includes the who:
God predestined us.

            
          

        

      

      I think “those whom he predestined” (Rom. 8:30) are synonymous with “God’s elect” (Rom. 8:33), and I agree with Doug Moo that “chose” and “predestined” are “essentially equivalent” in Ephesians 1:4–5.12

      In this book I use the terms predestination, election, and reprobation as shorthand for what I believe the Bible teaches. I am not being creative. This is the standard way that Reformed theologians use those three terms. For example, John Calvin explains,

      We call predestination God’s eternal decree, by which he compacted with himself what he willed to become of each man. For all are not created in equal condition; rather, eternal life is foreordained for some, eternal damnation for others. Therefore, as any man has been created to one or the other of these ends, we speak of him as predestined to life or to death.13

      Similarly, J. I. Packer explains, “It has become usual in Protestant theology to define God’s predestination as including both his decision to save some from sin (election) and his decision to condemn the rest for their sin (reprobation), side by side.”14

      4. What Are the Two Main Ways Theologians Have Understood Predestination?

      If you walk into a room where two people are hours into a deep conversation, it would be responsible and respectful for you to have a basic understanding of what they are talking about before you weigh in on the conversation. As we consider predestination, it is helpful to remember that we are entering a conversation that theologians have been carrying on for centuries, so before we continue that conversation, it would be responsible and respectful to have a basic understanding of what some influential theologians have argued.

      Specifically, it would be helpful to be familiar with the two major positions on predestination—commonly called Arminianism and Calvinism. Those labels are common nicknames or shorthand for different ways of thinking about predestination. Authors have written entire books on how Augustine (354–430) or John Calvin (1509–1564) or Jacob Arminius (1560–1609) or John Wesley (1703–1791) understood election. We are not focusing on historical theology in this book, but we should value it and benefit from it. So let’s get our bearings by surveying the two main ways theologians have understood predestination in the context of larger theological frameworks.15

      Instead of focusing primarily on Arminius and Calvin, I am focusing on the mainstream teaching in the Arminian and Calvinist traditions without getting sidetracked on intramural debates. Table 0.4 compares Arminianism and Calvinism on six issues.

      Table 0.4 Comparing Arminianism and Calvinism

      
        
          
            	
              Issue

            
            	
              Arminianism

            
            	
              Calvinism

            
          

          
            	
              God’s sovereignty

            
            	
              God’s sovereignty is general. God is in charge of everything, but he does not ordain everything. For example, God does not ordain sin; he allows sin to preserve man’s free will.

            
            	
              God’s sovereignty is meticulous. God is in charge of everything, and he ordains everything—even sin.

            
          

          
            	
              Man’s depravity

            
            	
              As a result of Adam’s fall, man is radically depraved and thus cannot repent and believe in Jesus without God’s special grace. (God gives that special grace to everyone; Arminians call it prevenient grace.)a

            
            	
              As a result of Adam’s fall, man is radically depraved and thus cannot repent and believe in Jesus without God’s special grace. (God gives that special grace to only some people—the elect; this grace is effective and invincible.)

            
          

          
            	
              God’s election

            
            	
              God’s election is conditional. God chose to save sinners he foresaw would freely choose to believe in Christ.

            
            	
              God’s election is unconditional. God sovereignly chose to save individual sinners based on his forelove.

            
          

          
            	
              Christ’s atonement

            
            	
              The intention of Christ’s atonement is general—that is, it provides salvation for all people without exception. Christ’s atonement provides payment for the sins of all people, but God applies it to only those who repent and believe (i.e., the elect).

            
            	
              The intention of Christ’s atonement is definite—that is, it provides and accomplishes salvation for only the elect. Christ’s atonement provides payment for the sins of only the elect, and God applies it to only the elect.

            
          

          
            	
              The Spirit’s grace and man’s will

            
            	
              The Spirit’s saving grace is universal and ultimately resistible—that is, every individual receives prevenient grace and can reject it. Man has a free will in the sense that he can make equally alternative choices in the same circumstances. So man is equally free to choose or reject Christ. Theologically, repentance and faith precede and cause regeneration.

            
            	
              The Spirit’s saving grace is particular and ultimately irresistible—that is, it is persuasively effective for the elect. Man has a free will in the sense that he chooses what he most wants. The Spirit does not force a man to repent and believe against his will; the Spirit transforms a man’s heart with the result that he wants to repent and believe. Theologically, regeneration precedes and causes repentance and faith.

            
          

          
            	
              The believer’s perseverance

            
            	
              Genuine believers can finally fall away from the faith. They can fail to continue in the faith and thus will not be eternally saved.

            
            	
              Genuine believers (i.e., the elect) cannot finally fall away from the faith. Believers continue in the faith (perseverance) because God preserves them as eternally secure (preservation).

            
          

        

        
      

      a. On prevenient grace, see the end of chap. 5.

      God’s sovereignty (the first issue in table 0.4) is the overarching category.16 Everything follows from how you define God’s sovereignty. If God’s sovereignty is meticulous and not merely general—that is, if God is in charge of everything and ordains everything—then it follows that God also ordains every human’s eternal destiny. It’s an argument from the greater to the lesser. If I can pick up a refrigerator, then I can pick up a gallon of milk that’s in the refrigerator. If God ordains everything, then he ordains a man’s salvation.

      The final five issues in table 0.4 correspond to the popular Calvinist acronym TULIP:

      Total depravity

      Unconditional election

      Limited atonement

      Irresistible grace

      Perseverance of the saints

      The origin of the TULIP acronym is unknown. “The five points of Calvinism” were originally a five-point response to Arminians. In 1610, Arminius’s followers presented a Remonstrance (a written protest) in the Netherlands containing five points that objected to John Calvin’s Institutes and arguably to Reformed confessions. The Synod at Dort (1618–1619) unanimously condemned the Remonstrance and responded to it with their own five-point answer, and that five-point structure persists.17 The popular TULIP acronym is misleading (see table 0.5),18 but it is so memorable and well-known that Calvinists still use it.

      Table 0.5 How TULIP Is Misleading


      
        
          
            	
              TULIP

            
            	
              More Accurate (Less Misleading)

            
            	
              Explanation

            
          

          
            	
              Total depravity

            
            	
              Man’s pervasive corruption

            
            	
              Total may sound like absolute or utter. The point is not depravity’s depth (as if every person is as wicked as he possibly can be) but depravity’s breadth. Every aspect of a person is corrupt. Man is radically (i.e., at the root) corrupted in the sense that evil pollutes his whole being—body, will, mind, conscience, etc. The corruption is all-pervasive—like salt permeating sea water or chlorine permeating pool water. Pervasive (or radical) corruption describes man’s condition, and total inability describes the result of that condition. That is, unregenerate man cannot repent and believe in Jesus apart from God’s special grace.

            
          

          
            	
              Unconditional election

            
            	
              The Father’s sovereign election

            
            	
              Unconditional may sound like arbitrary—as if God the Father selected individuals randomly and whimsically (e.g., flipping a coin or picking names out of a hat). The point is that before God created the world he sovereignly chose to save specific individuals by name without basing his choice on any human conditions. The all-wise God has reasons for everything he does, and we don’t know what all of them are.

            
          

          
            	
              Limited atonement

            
            	
              Christ’s definite atonement

            
            	
              Limited may sound like tiny, weak, sparse, defective. But Christ’s atonement is global, powerful, lavish, perfect. The point is that Christ did not die for everyone in the same way. Christ definitively provided and accomplished redemption for particular individuals—the same individuals whom the Father elected (sovereign election) and whom the Spirit regenerates (effective grace). The members of the triune God do not work contrary to each other but in a unified way to accomplish the same goals.

            
          

          
            	
              Irresistible grace

            
            	
              The Spirit’s effective grace

            
            	
              Irresistible may sound like what a robber does (attack, force, steal) or what a prostitute does (tempt, allure, seduce). Further, irresistible may sound like it is impossible to resist God’s grace. Of course, it is possible to resist God’s grace (Acts 7:51). The point is that it is impossible to ultimately resist God’s special saving grace. It’s effective (i.e., it successfully produces the result that God intends) because it’s invincible (i.e., it’s too powerful to defeat or overcome). When God’s Spirit causes a man to be born again, he gives spiritual life to a man who was spiritually dead; he changes that man’s heart by effectively calling him so that he willingly (not reluctantly or protestingly) comes to Christ. Regeneration is not a joint effort in which the Spirit contributes his part and we contribute ours; the Spirit’s effective grace is entirely one-sided—like when Jesus cried, “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43).

            
          

          
            	
              Perseverance of the saints

            
            	
              God’s preservation of the saints

            
            	
              Perseverance may sound like a believer’s activity is the key. The point is that believers persevere because God preserves them. (Those who claim to be neither Calvinists nor Arminians typically like this teaching—or at least a truncated version of it: “Once saved, always saved.”) We work out our salvation because God works in us the willing and the working (Phil. 2:12–13).

            
          

        

      

    

      TULIP presents a logical order according to Calvinism:

      
        	It starts with man’s desperate need to be saved (T), and the rest explains how God saves his people.

        	God the Father chose to save specific individuals without basing his choice on the condition of faith (U).

        	God the Son atoned particularly for those individuals the Father chose to save (L).

        	God the Spirit effectively calls them to himself (I).

        	God enables them to persevere until they die or Christ returns (P).

      

      J. I. Packer summarizes Calvinism in three words: “God saves sinners.”19

      This introductory chapter to a concise book on predestination is not the place to explain in depth the complexities and nuances of Arminianism and Calvinism. Many other resources helpfully argue for Arminianism20 or for Calvinism.21 The purpose of this short survey is to orient us to how predestination is part of larger frameworks for understanding how God saves sinners. Arminians and Calvinists agree on many evangelical doctrines, but they fundamentally differ on predestination.

      You have probably figured it out by now, but I’ll say it in case you are still wondering: I am a Calvinist. I use the term Calvinism as theological shorthand. I do not follow John Calvin in a proud or partisan way (see 1 Cor. 1:12) or in every way, but I am convinced that Calvinism faithfully expresses what the Bible teaches. My goal in this book is not to explain and defend what John Calvin wrote about predestination—though I essentially agree with him.22 My goal is to explain and defend what the Bible teaches about predestination.

      5. How Important Is Predestination?

      Some Bible teachings are more important than other Bible teachings. Paul writes, “I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received” (1 Cor. 15:3). “First importance” implies that although everything in the Bible is important, not everything is equally important. Some doctrines are more important than others. That is why Jesus could refer to “the weightier matters of the law” (Matt. 23:23). We can distinguish at least three levels of importance (see table 0.6).23

      Table 0.6 Three Levels of Predestination’s Importance

      
        
          
            	
              Level

            
            	
              Labels

            
          

          
            	
              1

            
            	
              First-level issues

            
            	
              Essential for the Christian faith

            
            	
              Dogma

            
            	
              Fundamental teachings

            
          

          
            	
              2

            
            	
              Second-level issues

            
            	
              Crucial for church health but not essential for the Christian faith

            
            	
              Doctrine

            
            	
              Denominational distinctives

            
          

          
            	
              3

            
            	
              Third-level issues

            
            	
              Important but not essential for the Christian faith or crucial for church health

            
            	
              Disputable matters

            
            	
              Matters of conscience

            
          

        

      

      You do not have to affirm the Calvinist view of predestination in order to be a Christian (level 1). But predestination is not merely a matter of conscience (level 3). I think affirming the Bible’s teaching on predestination is crucial for a church to be robustly healthy (level 2).

      My church has two statements of faith—one that the pastors (also called elders) affirm and one that the members affirm. The Elder Affirmation of Faith upholds Calvinism (without using that word), and the Member Affirmation of Faith upholds basic Christianity (plus credobaptism). An Arminian may be a member of our church but not a pastor of our church, and members know that our church teaches in accord with the Elder Affirmation of Faith. We think it is crucial that our pastors and other teachers be aligned on predestination because it directly affects how we make disciples. It affects what and how we preach and teach and sing and pray and counsel.

      6. How Will We Explore What the Bible Teaches about Predestination?

      This book attempts to answer specific questions regarding what the Bible teaches about predestination. Part 1 addresses election (chaps. 1–10), and part 2 addresses reprobation (chaps. 11–15):

      1. What is the goal of election?

      2. When did God choose to save some humans?

      3. Did God choose to save individuals?

      4. Did God choose to save individuals based on foreseen faith?

      5. Is unconditional election unfair?

      6. Do we have free will?

      7. Does election contradict God’s desire that all humans be saved?

      8. How does God accomplish his plan to save individuals?

      9. How do I know if God has elected me?

      10. Did God elect babies who die?

      11. Who ultimately causes reprobation?

      12. How does God accomplish reprobation?

      13. What is the result of reprobation?

      14. What is the goal of reprobation?

      15. Who deserves blame for reprobation?

      I crafted and arranged these questions as I studied what the Bible teaches about predestination. This is my attempt to synthesize and organize both what the Bible explicitly teaches and what we may reasonably infer.24 Such correlating or systematizing is doing systematic theology.25
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