
        
            
                
            
        

    
	

	 

	SILK, LINEN, COTTON

	 

	INTRODUCTION

	 

	When we get dressed, we don't have to do it so much to wear something, but we have to choose the right fabrics, clothes for the right occasion and the exact match. This is why we present three fabrics that are always at the forefront in the world of fashion and everyday wear: silk, linen, cotton. These three fabrics are used purely in the summer and mid-season, giving a sense of freshness and lightness to those who wear them, therefore wearable all day without problems. In many cases they also dress for the evening, as far as linen and cotton are concerned, the situation is different for silk. You have always seen women and men use silk for style and sophistication in various types of outfits. Silk has an incredible history for how it was born, linen, a purely vegetable fabric, is the oldest of the three, cotton, with a very sad history behind it, for its harvesting in the plantations where it was originally grown. In short, a beautiful adventure within these three stories that will enrich you in the knowledge of these three fabrics.

	 

	SILK 

	THE SILKWORM

	 

	Silk is a rare vegetable fiber that can be woven into cloth and also used as a natural dye. It is made from silkworm cocoons and the silkworms themselves are very intelligent creatures, born from some species of Asian moths, feed on mulberry leaves and the production of the thread takes place thanks to two glands within which a chemical synthesis of a protein type takes place. The produced substance is eliminated by two small cracks placed on the sides of the insect’s mouth, in the form of very thin burr that in contact with the air instantly gel. At this point he starts making movements with his head that ideally reproduce the shape of an eight. So millimeter after millimeter takes shape the cocoon of raw silk whose average length goes from 300 to 900 meters. Each silkworm can produce many hanks and at the end of this exhausting weaving work, after about 3 or 4 days, it turns into a butterfly. The moth since the dawn of time was one of the most mysterious and enigmatic insects. At first people realized that the insect was a source of food, then, after the discovery that silk could be extracted from the caterpillar of this moth, productivity had a huge impact on their environment and local economies. The silkworm is also called "mulberry bombex" or "Bombix Mori". Legend has it that the birth of bachiculture was the work of Empress Xi Ling Shi, who walked in the garden during the spring afternoon, the young housekeeper noticed a strange caterpillar. Touching him, a thin and shiny thread came out, which the insect began to weave around the finger of the empress who shortly after became a cocoon. The life of a silkworm can last only 12 months; is not only an animal, it has been domesticated by man for over 10,000 years in the production of silk. This fabric is a material that we now understand and use widely: it is a cornerstone of clothing, mainly the Western one, but also in many other contexts. The Chinese have been weaving silk for thousands of years and are very adept at this. They use a silkworm to produce a fiber that has been appreciated for its absolute softness, strength, beauty and versatility in its many applications. The world’s largest silkworm factory is located at the Duanmen Silk Factory in Shanghai, where thousands of female cocoons are collected each year by 7 million female workers, all living together in a huge industrial building, with each cocoon weighing 1 pound. The whole process takes eight hours and consumes 11 tons of raw materials including 1 ton of fertilizer per day. After being processed, these cocoons are then spun into threads that will eventually become dresses or accessories such as scarves, gloves or bags, essentially creating a whole range of luxury goods with the help of this simple creature! This factory produces about 400 million pieces per year for a value of $ 20 billion per year. Always considered a symbol of nobility and wealth, silk has long been a privilege that only the ancient Chinese emperors, priests and a few other lucky ones could afford.
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