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  Between 1904 and 1918 Edgar Wallace wrote a large number of mostly humorous sketches about life in the British Army relating the escapades and adventures of privates Smith (Smithy), Nobby Clark, Spud Murphy and their comrades-in-arms. A character called Smithy first appeared in articles which Wallace wrote for the Daily Mail as a war correspondent in South Africa during the Boer war. (See “Kitchener’s The Bloke”, “Christmas Day On The Veldt”, “The Night Of The Drive”, “Home Again”, and “Back From The War—The Return of Smithy” in the collection Reports From The Boer War). The Smithy of these articles is presumably the prototype of the character in the later stories.
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