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Dedicated to my grandchildren


Benjamin, Daniel, Eloise and Julia


‘To know the past is to know the future’


Julia Salmon (Age 9)


There is a difference between obsession and devotion.
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I couldn’t believe it!


I have lived in Bourne all my life apart from five years away as student.


As a child, I lived in St. Peter’s Road, Bourne, which sadly no longer looks as idyllic as it once did, with the marching on of industrial progress.


In my childhood, we children ‘owned’ the Well Head fields at the end of our road. This was our playground. We knew how to avoid wet patches in the marshy parts of the field; we knew how to avoid the cowpats (well most of them); we knew where the thistles were and we knew the best places to build a den.


The fields were largely left as nature dictated. The pool was no great place to catch sticklebacks with our trusty nets but the South Street stream was a rich source and, armed with our 2lb CWS (co-op) jam jars, we would take our catch and put them in the Well-Head pool in the hopes that it would become a more fertile source in the future.


In those days, a small bridge enabled us to traverse the horse pool, now filled in, and also the main pool with a rather picturesque stile at the end, that would lead to the main south field.


This was the scene for many adventures and it was very rare for any other soul to venture across the somewhat neglected terrain.


Hence my total surprise when recently reading Philippa Gregory’s book, ‘The Red Queen’, that Margaret Beaufort, the main character and indeed the ‘Red Queen’ herself, not only lived for a while in Lincolnshire but actually in Bourne for five years. Not only this, but actually she took up residence in the castle on her own lands on the Well Head!


As a Bourne girl, or ‘Brunnian’ as we are known, I was very conversant with our great celebrities of the past. We boast of Hereward the Wake, Robert Manning, Lord Cecil Burghley, who was born here, Charles Worth, the fashion designer, Raymond Mays, of the racing cars fame but never of this famous woman who was the great matriarch of the Tudor dynasty! Had she lived at a time when a woman could inherit the Crown, she would have been the Queen of England and along with Elizabeth I, Victoria and Elizabeth II, she would have counted as one of the greatest.


This is the mother of Henry VII, the grandmother of Henry VIII, the great grandmother of Mary Tudor, Edward VI and Elizabeth I, none of whom would have inherited the Crown without her amazing tenacity during the Wars of the Roses, a time when she had to fight, not just for Henry’s crown, but for their very survival.


Her royal blood is the only link between William the Conqueror and our present queen, even though the continuity is a little frail at times. The more research I completed on this woman, the more important I realised she was and how very significant she was in Bourne and its surrounding area.


The existence of a castle in Bourne (indeed her castle) has been widely disputed over the years but to me there seems to be no doubt whatsoever; there is far too much evidence, both in tracing its past owners and the physical evidence that can be seen today, to dispute this fact.


It would appear from historical accounts that the grounds of the castle were used in Saxon times and the names of the owners can be found but I have concentrated on the owners only from the Norman times.


So it is my intention to share with the people of Bourne, Maxey, Deeping and Collyweston in particular, the results of my research into this woman who has been so wrongly overlooked in our local history.


I am no historian and do not wish to give the impression that I am an authority here. I am writing this in the 2020 ‘Covid 19’ lockdown and my ability to search through primary material is not possible (it is usually in Latin or French, so I am quite happy to have an excuse!) and I freely admit to having to rely on the secondary sources at my disposal. Kenneth Jacob has something to say on this point.


He states:


‘It is principally from primary source material… that a history can be built up and not, on the whole, from secondary sources or tertiary sources’1.


Do not consider my writings to be a great historical study, it isn’t. I would just like to give Margaret Beaufort the recognition that she so richly deserves in our community and to share with you all my findings and, hopefully, simplify the facts that I have found for easier reading.


In order to fully understand her significance, I feel it is necessary to include her lineage and some of the amazing characters that can be found in her ancestry along with evidence of our castle and its owners and also her presence in Maxey, Deeping and Collyweston.


Unfortunately (for me), I felt it necessary to include facts about the Wars of the Roses, which is a maze of intrigue and changing loyalties with many bloody consequences, in order to have a more comprehensive understanding of this woman and her significant place in English history.









1 Kenneth Jacobs 	‘Bourne and its Castle’ (2005)
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Margaret Beaufort’s Early Life


Margaret Beaufort was born on 31st March 1443 at Bletsoe Castle in Bedfordshire. This ‘manor’ belonged to her mother, Margaret Beauchamp, who owned several other properties. Her father was John Beaufort, Earl and later Duke of Somerset, a descendant of Edward III, who was her great grandfather.


Edward III had seventeen children, all of whom could rightly say they had a claim to the throne, which of course led towards the Wars of the Roses in years to come. Margaret’s family were descendants of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, Edward III’s fourth son who was one of the richest men in England.


John of Gaunt’s first wife was Blanche, daughter and heir of Henry, Duke of Lancaster. Together they had seven children, three of whom survived beyond infancy. The most notable son became Henry IV who in 1399 allegedly starved his cousin, Richard II, to death (the son of Edward III’s first son, ‘The Black Prince’) in order to secure the throne for himself.


However, John of Gaunt had a mistress called Katherine Swynford whilst he was still a married man. Together they had four children out of wedlock. When Blanche died (his first wife) John married Katherine in 1396 but this did not legitimise their children. In order to sufficiently provide for these children, he honoured them with the name ‘Beaufort’ after one his castles in Champagne.


However, when Richard II was on the throne, he legitimised these children, his cousins, but it was made clear that they would be barred from ever having any claim on the throne!


Here then was the origin of the House of Lancaster, one of the formidable families of the Wars of the Roses. John Beaufort I, Duke of Somerset, died in 1410 and was followed in turn by his son, also named John Beaufort, who died in 1444 and who was the father of Margaret Beaufort, placing her well and truly in the ‘Lancastrian side’.


Sadly, Margaret’s father had a ‘wasted life’1 He was a military man and accompanied the Duke of Clarence to France in the ‘Hundred Year War’. He was defeated in the Battle of Bange in 1421 and captured, along with his younger brother, Thomas.


This was the beginning of his social and political demise. The brothers were kept in captivity for about seven years in France before a ransom could be agreed for their release, which proved to be particularly costly. He returned home after an absence of seventeen years to a life that was basically alien to him. He failed as a landowner, some of these lands being in Deeping. According to the ‘Crowland Chronicles’2, he wanted to make his lands a success but with little to no experience, this was to prove an impossible task.


On his arrival home, at first, he had been greeted with much joy and enthusiasm from his tenants but this soon waned when he started to demand unrealistic taxes from them in order to find the funds to pay off his ransom money.


His unpopularity was further compounded when, in the reign of the new king, Henry VI, who was a mere infant at the time of Henty V’s death, John Beaufort II was sent as a military commander to defend Gascony. The only reason he was appointed to this task was possibly his royal blood but it proved to be a dreadful disaster. He pillaged Brittany, an ally of England at the time, which provoked an uproar at home. He was summoned to return home. Reputedly, he cost the crown £26,000 and he was in disgrace for this error of judgement.


Eight months later when he returned to England, he was refused an audience with the king and was banished from court. This was an unexpected disgrace on his part and when he realised that he faced a charge of treason, he committed suicide in 1444.


What a start in life for poor Margaret! At one year old, she was left fatherless, a matter that was well documented in the Crowland Chronicles. However, as her father’s only legitimate child, on his demise she became a very wealthy heiress. Although her estates were lost to her for a short time in the Wars of the Roses, basically, throughout her life, she enjoyed being one of the wealthiest women in England. Had her father not taken his own life, his estates may have returned to the Crown and Margaret would have been left in relative poverty.


Perhaps because of this early disaster in her life and the fact that she was a significant landowner, helped to make Margaret the gritty, political and shrewd woman that she undoubtedly became.


However, wealth for a woman at this time was also a liability. A woman, in this period of history, fared better if she had a protector. Margaret’s wealth would certainly have given her an eligible position on the marriage market.


Her wardship was granted, firstly to William De La Pole, 1st Duke of Suffolk, who was himself one of the wealthiest, most powerful men in England. His power cannot be underestimated as Henry VI was still so young. In fact, it was mainly due to him that Margaret d’Anjou was chosen to be Henry VI’s wife.


Happily for Margaret, she was allowed to stay with her mother at this time. They spent much of their time at Bletsoe in Bedfordshire and in another of her mother’s castles in Maxey. Her mother was an educated woman and ensured that Margaret received an education far superior to that which was expected for females at the time. She was educated to speak French fluently but regretted not learning Latin. However, in later life she rectified this deficiency and became a leading educationalist. Her mother was regarded as very pious and this trait became one of Margaret’s notable features.


Margaret’s early life was not to remain a peaceful time. At the early stages of the Wars of the Roses her protector, Suffolk had become a very unpopular man, especially with the common people and with the York side of the family. He was regarded as greedy acting largely out of self-interest. He was imprisoned in the Tower but still had his eyes on Margaret’s wealth and property. No doubt he was aware that the Lancaster House did not have an heir, therefore Margaret’s position was further enhanced as her marriage could well see her future husband on the throne of England. To this end, Margaret found herself married to his son, John De La Pole at the tender age of eight.


Suffolk’s scheming plans, however, were eventually thwarted. He was accused of arranging an invasion of England to destroy Henry VI and of handing back France to Henry’s uncle, Charles VII. Whether or not these charges were all justified, it resulted in him being exiled in 1450. Sadly for him, his ship was intercepted on its journey by a second ship, the ’Nicholas of the Tower’, and he was given a mock trial by the sailors. He was found guilty of all charges and beheaded with a rusty sword, which took six strikes to finish the deed. He was buried later at ‘Charterhouse’ in Kingston upon Hull, where my own grandmother lived at the end of her life!


Margaret had lost the first of the several protectors in her life. Her wardship passed to the Crown but she was allowed to stay in the comfort of her mother’s home. Soon however, her wardship was passed to the king’s half-brothers, Edmund and Jasper Tudor, both of whom had been in the care of Suffolk’s sister, Katherine de La Pole. This was perhaps the happiest possible outcome for Margaret as it would shape her whole future.


Edmund, the Earl of Richmond, and Jasper, the Earl of Pembroke, were the sons of Catherine de Valois, wife of Henry V and the mother of Henry VI. When Henry V died, Catherine secretly married Owen Tudor, a man considered to be well below her station. She had been in love with Margaret’s uncle, Edmund Beaufort, but despite their love for each other Edmund felt that to marry her himself would be a very poor political move for her and he was not prepared to make her suffer. The fact that she married Owen quickly and in secret and that her first son was called Edmund … could possibly be a little scandal?!


With Suffolk’s death and disgrace and despite being only twelve years of age, Margaret was allowed a choice. She could either remain married to John De La Pole, whom she had probably never even met, or she could marry Edmund Tudor.


Folk law or truth, she apparently had a dream that she should marry Edmund and what an inspired choice this was for her to make. Of course, at this point, she was not considered important as an heiress in the Lancastrian line because Henry VI and Margaret d’Anjou did produce a male heir, Edward of Lancaster. On 1st November 1455, Edmund Tudor married Margaret Beaufort.


She was not physically mature enough for the consummation of a marriage, but it seems that Edmund was not prepared to wait. Three months after the wedding, Margaret unknowingly was carrying the future King of England.


Her safety was considered paramount, as the Wars of the Roses were already in the early stages, so consequently Margaret was taken to Jasper’s castle in Pembroke, a fair distance from any warlike action.


This was a fortuitous decision. Her husband, Edmund, died three months later whilst Margaret was still only six months pregnant. She remained in Pembroke but had once more lost her protector, though she was fortunate to have Jasper, her brother-in-law, close by to look after her. Indeed, he looked after her throughout her life and protected her ‘soon-to-be-born’ son, living long enough to see this son on the throne of England as Henry VII.


Childbirth was traumatic for Margaret; at the age of thirteen, she was too under-developed to go through the rigours of childbirth. Both mother and child were expected to die but somehow both survived. Sadly, the physical damage to Margaret meant that this would be her only child.


Now Margaret began to show her true grit in life. She was not going to have decisions made for her anymore. She knew that she would need another protector, even more so now that she had a politically important child to care for. She decided that she must marry again.


Within four months of Edmund’s death, she chose a husband before anyone else could find one for her. Her choice was Henry Stafford, the husband to whom she was married during her time in Bourne. She was betrothed to him before the accepted time for mourning had passed and married very quickly; this young girl, at the age of fourteen, was already on her third husband.


She had sound reasons for choosing Henry. He had royal connections being descended from Thomas Woodstock, the youngest son of Edward III. This connection meant that he could, in theory, have a claim to the throne.


His father, the Duke of Buckingham, was the only peer in England at the time with a lineage to rival Richard, Duke of York, who was descended from Edward III’s second son, Lionel of Antwerp. His mother, Anne Neville (not the renowned Anne who married Richard III) was the daughter of Margaret Beaufort’s great aunt, Joan Beaufort. Their family ties were so close that they had to obtain a dispensation from the Pope to allow them to marry.


Further self-will and determination were shown at her son’s christening. Until that day he was to be called ‘Owen’ after his Tudor grandfather. However, it would seem that by the time they had left the church, she had decreed his name should be ‘Henry’ after her Lancastrian king and kinsman.


Although this marriage was initially of political convenience, it would appear that Margaret and Henry did have a happy marriage although no further children were added to her household. Stafford was thirty-one years old when he married Margaret, almost twenty years her senior. Sadly, he seemed to suffer from ill-health with a skin complaint known as, ‘St Anthony’s Fire’ or ‘Holy Fire’, apparently a form of leprosy.


In fact, this may have proved a blessing in disguise! During the Wars of the Roses he proved he was not a man who found it politic to ally with either side, consequently he would be able to keep in the background on several occasions, pleading ill-health.


He was a kindly and amicable man but with little wealth of his own, being a second son. Thus, the marriage was very suitable for both of them. Margaret was blessed that, as the King had produced an heir, her son Henry was no longer as important as a candidate for the throne and she was able to have him with her for at least a while.


Margaret and Henry Stafford came to live in Bourne at this time, in 1458, in the castle and lands that she had inherited from her father. Bourne had been in possession of the Holland Family and they had entertained Edward III here for a week. The castle was set ‘in beautiful parklands with fine rooftops overlooking the Fens’3. The house where Margaret and Henry lived was of ‘Norman origin, a large motte-and-bailey castle that featured a keep and was entered through a medieval gatehouse that may have led to a courtyard, as well as to entertain visitors, most probably in the hall’4.


Margaret was obviously very fond of Bourne as in her first will of 1472, she stated that she would like to be buried here. In fact, as she later became so significant as the mother of the King, she was buried in Westminster Abbey. However, Bourne was not forgotten by her and at the end of her life she made a bequest of a mass book to Bourne Abbey in her will. Despite efforts to rediscover this, its whereabouts remain a mystery, at present.


Margaret would have worshipped in Bourne Abbey Church where her great-grandfather, Thomas Holland, the Earl of Kent lay buried in the graveyard. The Abbey Church suffered during the Dissolution of the Monasteries in Henry VIII’s time, but the main aisle and surrounding arches remain intact; it is a fully functioning church to this day with a splendid choir singing on Sunday morning services and choral evensong each month (author and husband are in the choir!).


Margaret and Henry’s disquiet can only be fully realised by looking at their position in the Wars of the Roses. They left Bourne about five years later and spent much of their time at their castle in Woking, Surrey, once in the possession of Edward the Confessor and like Bourne, it had passed into the hands of the Holland Family. On the marriage of Margaret Holland to John Beaufort I, Margaret’s grandfather, it became part of the Beaufort estates.


Woking was a very large and luxurious property and the couple remained here managing their estate in the 1460s. They were able to enjoy hunting, a favourite pastime, on the Windsor estate. In 1467, she had another rare meeting with her son, Henry, who was still with his protector, Jasper Tudor, in Raglan Castle.


However, peace was not to be enjoyed by Margaret for long as her fortunes suddenly seemed to turn from one disaster to another, testing the great mettle of the woman. Just as the wars were becoming even fiercer, Henry Stafford died in 1482, probably from the injuries he sustained at the Battle of Tewkesbury, leaving Margaret in a very vulnerable and unprotected position once more. Not only this her king, Henry VI was imprisoned in the Tower, leaving the Lancastrian line to face a fearful position; she had to let her son flee to exile with her brother-in-law, Jasper. She must have felt completely deserted and fearful. Edward IV, who had deposed Henry VI, had shown himself to be ruthless to his enemies and towards any claimants to his throne; Margaret was clearly on ‘the wrong side’. A slight comfort for her could have been in that Henry Stafford referred to her in his will as his ’entirely and best-beloved wife’ and, despite her own wealth, he saw that she was well-provided for by leaving her all his possessions, apart from his horses.5


Margaret realised her position was precarious, leaving her with one real option. Being a wealthy woman gave her great status on the ‘marriage market’ and so she chose her fourth husband quickly and wisely. She could see the dangers of being allied solely to the Lancastrian line, and so chose a man with a firm place with the Yorkists, Thomas Stanley.


This choice was particularly shrewd. Not only did Thomas have a very influential Yorkist brother, William, but both brothers were masters at spreading their allegiance between both houses. Eventually, at the Battle of Bosworth, neither had committed to either side at first. Only during the battle itself did William choose the Lancastrian side, which determined the outcome in favour of Henry, Margaret’s son, who was crowned on the battlefield as Henry VII.


The couple seemed to have a harmonious marriage despite Thomas having to keep Margaret under house arrest after she had been accused of treason during a failed attempt to secure Henry’s ascent to the throne. Certainly, she would have been executed for her crimes against the King had Thomas and William not been of such value to King Richard III, the king at the time of her unsuccessful plot. Richard feared the Stanleys’ abilities to gather troops against him and therefore agreed to a more lenient sentence.


The Battle of Bosworth was possibly the worst moment of Margaret’s life, knowing that if the Lancastrians lost, not only would she lose her own life as a traitor but she would lose her precious son either in battle or on the scaffold. How must she have felt when the battle was won, and her son walked towards her with the crown on his head?


As the Mother of the King, we can see that she became the matriarch of the whole Tudor dynasty. However, she did not retire in any way following this victory; she became more and more influential in royal circles and in her educational influence. Much of her work can still be seen and experienced today, such is her lasting influence.


Through this part of her life, she spent much time in Collyweston, where she lived in luxury in a large castle when she was not at the Royal Court. She remained married to Thomas Stanley and their relationship seemed harmonious. However, she took an oath of chastity, which gave her independence from her husband, so giving her the freedom to be a very influential woman in her own right.


Sadly, she outlived her son who died in April 1509. Margaret died two months later in June 1509 but she lived long enough to see her second grandson, Henry VIII, safely on the throne of England.









1 Elizabeth Norton.







2 The ‘Crowland Chronicles’ online Wikipedia (May 2020)







3 Elizabeth Norton ‘Margaret Beaufort: Mother of the Tudor Dynasty’ (2010)







4 E. Venables ‘Bourne and its Abbey and Castle’ Associated Architectural Society, Rep arts and Paper 20







5 N. Tallis (P112) TNA PROB (11 July 2012)
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Margaret Beaufort – The person



Margaret’s life was a roller coaster of wealth and poverty, stability and frantic disaster. So many of her family were either killed in battle, executed or, like her father, had committed suicide. Throughout all this, Margaret had to steer a course of diplomacy and humility in order to survive but at the same time had to keep her strong resolve and courage. What an achievement then in her finest hour, to see her son crowned on the battlefield by non-other than her husband Thomas Stanley.


Margaret’s family always had to face the fact that their line was illegitimate. John of Gaunt produced his line of Beauforts whilst still married to his first wife, even though he did eventually marry his mistress, Katherine Swynford. Richard II, John of Gaunt’s nephew, did legitimise them but with the proviso that no-one in their line of descendancy could ever have a claim to the throne. Margaret would know this and must have wondered when this question of Henry VII’s legitimacy could rear up and deprive him of the throne she had fought so hard to gain for him.


The character of Margaret cannot be fully explained without an examination of her part in the Wars of the Roses. Like most key players in this troubled period of history, she had the wisdom to hide her true feelings and learned when to bide her time.


Philippa Gregory’s portrayal of Margaret was perhaps inspired, in no small part by the dour and only painting of her in her lifetime, now hanging in St John’s College, Cambridge.6 In Phillipa Gregory’s novel, the overwhelming feeling with which one is left, is that she was overzealous in her piety and in her ambition for her son Henry at the cost of all other people and interests. This is partly true but there are far more sides to this woman.


The only physical descriptions of her suggest she had ‘hooded eyes; was of slender frame; had a narrow face, much like Henry VII and was ‘Never a tall woman’ but was sometimes described as beautiful and had ‘keen searching eyes’7.
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