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      The way that can be stated, is not the eternal way;

      The name that can be named, is not the eternal name.

      The unnamed is the origin of heaven and earth;

      The named is the mother of the myriad things.

      Therefore,

      Constantly having no desire to view its commencement;

      Constantly having a desire to view its termination.

      These two have the same origin, but they differ in name;

      Both are called Mystery.

      Mystery after Mystery, is the gate to all wonders.
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      Everyone knows what beauty is;

      That is because there is ugliness;

      Everyone knows what goodness is;

      That is because there is evil.

      Therefore,

      Being and nothing give birth to one another,

      Hard and easy are mutually formed,

      Long and short shape each other,

      High and low complement each other,

      Music and voice are harmonized with each other,

      Front and back follow one another.

      Hence,

      The sage focuses on non-action in his works,

      Practices not-saying in his speech,

      The myriad things arise but are disregarded

      The sage produces but does not own

      Acts but does not claim

      Accomplishes work but does not take credit

      Only because he does not take credit, and thus the credit does not go away.
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      Not to quest for virtuous

      will keep the people from rivalry.

      Not to prize things that are hard to come by

      will keep the people from becoming thieves.

      Not to manifest desirables

      will make people's sentiments undisturbed.

      So, in the sages' peaceful and tranquil world,

      People's minds are calmed,

      People's stomachs are filled

      People's aspirations are lowered,

      People's physiques are strengthened;

      People are kept unknowing and undesiring,

      And even the knowing ones will never dare to act,

      Action without action.

      There is nothing left undone.
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      The Dao is empty,

      But when using it, it is impossible to use it up.

      It is profound, and seems like the root of the myriad things.

      Blunts its own sharpness.

      Unravels its own fetters.

      Harmonises its own light.

      Mixes with its own dust.

      It is unclear, but seems to have existed there.

      I do not know whose son it is,

      Maybe it was already created before the creator.
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      Harmonises its own light.

      Mixes with its own dust.
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