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SYNOPSIS




"Mesmeric Revelation" is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe that explores a dialogue between a hypnotist and his dying patient. Through hypnosis, they discuss profound themes about the nature of the soul, the existence of God and the universe, revealing transcendent perspectives on life and death.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.
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Whatever doubt may still envelop the rationale of

mesmerism, its startling facts are now almost universally admitted.

Of these latter, those who doubt, are your mere doubters by profession—an

unprofitable and disreputable tribe. There can be no more absolute waste of

time than the attempt to prove, at the present day, that man, by mere

exercise of will, can so impress his fellow, as to cast him into an abnormal

condition, of which the phenomena resemble very closely those of death, or

at least resemble them more nearly than they do the phenomena of any other

normal condition within our cognizance; that, while in this state, the person

so impressed employs only with effort, and then feebly, the external organs of

sense, yet perceives, with keenly refined perception, and through channels

supposed unknown, matters beyond the scope of the physical organs; that,

moreover, his intellectual faculties are wonderfully exalted and invigorated;

that his sympathies with the person so impressing him are profound; and,

finally, that his susceptibility to the impression increases with its

frequency, while, in the same proportion, the peculiar phenomena elicited are

more extended and more pronounced.




I say that these—which are the laws of mesmerism in

its general features—it would be supererogation to demonstrate; nor shall I

inflict upon my readers so needless a demonstration; to-day. My purpose at

present is a very different one indeed. I am impelled, even in the teeth of a

world of prejudice, to detail without comment the very remarkable substance of

a colloquy, occurring between a sleepwaker and myself.




I had been long in the habit of mesmerizing the person

in question (Mr. Vankirk), and the usual acute susceptibility and exaltation of

the mesmeric perception had supervened. For many months he had been laboring

under confirmed phthisis, the more distressing effects of which had been

relieved by my manipulations; and on the night of Wednesday, the fifteenth

instant, I was summoned to his bedside.




The invalid was suffering with acute pain in the

region of the heart, and breathed with great difficulty, having all the

ordinary symptoms of asthma. In spasms such as these he had usually found

relief from the application of mustard to the nervous centres, but to-night

this had been attempted in vain.
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