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A THREE-DAY ROUTE TO GET TO KNOW GAUDÍ

Barcelona

22nd August 2012

_______________

I had always wanted to visit Gaudí’s main architectural projects, most

of them located in and around Barcelona, so last summer I decided to

go ahead and do it. I own one of those compact folding bikes and I go

everywhere on it. I live on the outskirts of Barcelona so I took the train,

my bike and all my sketching material and set out.
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I try not to weigh myself down with too much

but it’s impossible. I always end up looking

like a travelling fine arts shop.

THIS IS MY

DRAWING EQUIPMENT

(bike and tools).

Cycling is the best

way of getting

around the city, so

don’t think twice

about it.

In this bag I carry

everything I need to

draw, such as

my box of

watercolours,

which has

been with me

since 1998.

My first

all-purpose

pen.
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Everything starts here.

I take the suburban train

(Rodalies/Cercanías),

the underground (Metro)

and the Ferrocarrils.

If you come from the

airport you will

arrive at this point.
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Lines L3 (green) and L2 (red) are very useful as they can take you almost anywhere.

Sometimes you might have to take a short walk but it’s always pleasant.

GAUDÍ MAP

1-Palau Güell

2-Mercury street lamp

3-Pla de Palau street lamp

4-Casa Calvet

5-Casa Batlló

6-Casa Milà (La Pedrera)

7-La Sagrada Família

8-Casa Vicens

9-Park Güell

10-Escola de les Teresianes

11-Torre i viaducte Bellesguard

12-Porta Miralles

13-Pavellons Güell

14-Colònia Güell

15-Celler Güell

17-Nau Gaudí
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The building is

difficult to see

because of the

narrowness of the

street. Before the

construction, Gaudí

drew more than 25

different designs with

different options for

the façade. The best

way to look at it

is to stand in front

of the passageway

leading to carrer de les

Penedides, next to

Hotel Gaudí.

PALAU GÜELL

(1886-1890)

C/ Nou de la

Rambla, 3
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On this journey through

Gaudí’s architecture you

will often come across the

Güell family name. He

was an important Catalan

entrepreneur in the late 19th

century and became Gaudí’s

patron. Reportedly, on one

occasion Gaudí said to

Güell: “Sometimes I think

we are the only people who

like this architecture.” Güell

replied: “I don’t like your

architecture, I respect it.”
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The new

organ plays

music from

time to time.

The sound is

triumphant

and you are

enveloped in

the ceremony

of the space.
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The golden chapel is stunning. Religion, culture,

art and money have always gone hand in hand.

Music is everywhere.

There’s nothing like

having money to

enjoy live music,

something Mr Güell

knew very well.
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THE CHIMNEYS OF PALAU GÜELL

As one of my Fine Arts University professors used to say, the chimneys

are “preciosíssimes” (meaning extremely beautiful).

I apologize but I prefer them to all that gold inside.
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Walking from Palau Güell

to plaça Reial along

carrer de Colom.
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This early design

shows the influence

of mechanics

on Gaudí.

Everything seems

to be designed with

machine parts.

Later he took

his example from

the most perfect

machine: nature.

WINGED MERCURY

STREET LAMP

Plaça Reial

(1879)
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Enjoy a beer (ask for a “caña”)

at the OCAÑA bar, a great place

for watching people pass by.
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Mercury’s winged

helmet would be the

second version of the

street lamp that Gaudí

designed for plaça

Reial.

TRIPLE-ARM

STREET LAMP

(1890)

Pla de Palau
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