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Introduction


Welcome to the wonderful world of macramé—an addictive craft making a big comeback from the kitschy art of the 1970s. I have always been an artistic person with creativity running through my veins. Long before I was born, my mom made a large macramé lantern, and I have strong memories of it hanging in my childhood home. It wasn’t my favorite style, but the craft stuck in my mind.


I can’t remember a time that I wasn’t painting, carving wood, or crocheting, but it wasn’t until 2019 when I first started making macramé projects. My obsession with houseplants got the best of me and I needed new ways to display my plants. I knew macramé would be the perfect solution! I started with plant hangers and instantly became addicted! I loved that macramé can be crafted by simply making a series of knots—it’s a meditative art with endless creative possibilities. My love soon led to creating wall hangings, shelves, and eventually a business.


Creating anything is a wonderful way to express who you are, so I knew I had to share my passion for macramé with the world. In this book, I will walk you through the tools and materials required and teach you all the knots and patterns you need to get started! From there, all you need to do is pick your project! From decorative plant hangers to practical items like plant hangers, fruit storage, and shelves, there is a project for everyone in this book. Whether you are just starting out or have worked with cord before, you will find the perfect piece to build your skills and add a bit of art to your home.
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Learning the approachable art of macramé will let you use simple knots to transform cords into beautiful and functional art for every space.
















Gallery


You can use the macramé knots and patterns in this book to create a variety of gorgeous pieces, including jewelry, coasters, ornaments, and more. Once you’ve mastered the knots and tried your hand at the projects I’ve provided, use this gallery of a few of my favorite creations to spark your own artistic adventure.



Oakley Wall Hanging


This beautiful piece consists of four sections using the same knot pattern. It makes a gorgeous statement above your headboard.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot


SIMILAR PROJECTS:


Celeste Wall Hanging, Arvin Wall Shelf
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Moon Bookmarks


Bookmarks don’t always have to be slim. Save your page with one of your own creations and enjoy it every time you open your book!


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, gathering knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot


SIMILAR PROJECT: Celeste Wall Hanging
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Butterfly Wall Hanging


You can tie cords into variations of standard patterns to create images like this utterly captivating beauty!


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, double half hitch knot and diagonal double half hitch knot, decreasing alternating square knots, double half hitch leaf


SIMILAR PROJECT: Coralynn Wall Plant Hanger
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Azzura Wall Hanging


Textured large wall hangings with layered hues create magnificent focal points.


This piece is perfect for a large accent on a plain wall, or to hang above a headboard.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot, half knot sinnet (spiral knot)


SIMILAR PROJECT: Arvin Wall Shelf
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Mini Crystal Sphere or Plant Hanger


Macramé plant hangers are not always just for your plants. Display a gorgeous crystal sphere to add unique and elegant style.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: gathering knot, square knot, square knot sinnet


SIMILAR PROJECT: Ariah Plant Hanger
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Birch Wall Hanging


This smaller wall hanging is a lovely way to bring the tones of nature into your home.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot


SIMILAR PROJECT: Arvin Wall Shelf
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Moon Phase Wall Hanging


Creating images within your work breathes vibrant life and color into your masterpieces!


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, gathering knot, square knot sinnet SIMILAR PROJECT: Mushroom Wall Hanging
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Everest Wall Hanging


The simplicity of this wall hanging is the true beauty of this piece. You can display a crystal in the center as I have, or let just the macramé speak for itself.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, double half hitch knot, half knot sinnet (spiral knot)
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Macramé Garland


Working a macramé garland into your plant shelf, bookshelf, or mantel arrangements can truly elevate your decor.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, decreasing alternating square knots


SIMILAR PROJECT: Coralynn Wall Plant Hanger
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Twyla Plant Hanger


Incorporate additional colors into your sinnets and get creative with how you use your plant holders. Disco balls add beautiful sparkle to a room.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: gathering knot, half knot sinnet (spiral knot)


SIMILAR PROJECT: Ariah Plant Hanger
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Aspen Plant Hanger


With this plant hanger, you can choose whether to hang it from the ceiling or against the wall. Either way, you can’t go wrong.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot, half knot sinnet (spiral knot) SIMILAR PROJECTS: Celeste Wall Hanging,


Stella Jewelry Shelf




[image: ]





Macramé Coasters


Macramé artistry can be simple, beautiful, and practical. Grab your cup of tea or coffee and protect (and decorate) your table with a macramé coaster!


KNOTS USED: lark’s head knot, double half hitch knot
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Sage Wall Hanging


Hung on a beautiful piece of driftwood and accented with a clear quartz crystal, this nature-inspired wall decor makes the perfect centerpiece in a living room or bedroom.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot, alternating square knot, four-cluster square knot diamond SIMILAR PROJECTS: Arvin Wall Shelf
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Aura Feather Wall Hanging


Feather pieces bring so much character to a room, and playing around with different colors can really change the look and personality of a piece.


KNOTS USED: lark’s head knot, reef knot, gathering knot SIMILAR PROJECT:


Shiloh Feather Wall Hanging
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Macramé Pumpkin


Macramé art meets holiday decor! A few simple knots come together to create delightful pieces to add to your festive autumn centerpieces


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, gathering knot, square knot sinnet




[image: ]





Ember Wall Hanging


This stunning wall hanging is created with beautiful natural tones accented with dangling glass beads between each knot pattern. The light shining on the beads creates an elegant mix of colors.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, gathering knot SIMILAR PROJECT: Celeste Wall Hanging
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Feather Earrings


Wearing your own creations brings so much pleasure and joy to your life! Being asked "where did you get those?" and telling someone you made them is such a boost! I love the bohemian vibe these earrings add to any outfit.


KNOTS USED: reef knot


SIMILAR PROJECT: Shiloh Feather Wall Hanging
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Macramé Angel


Creating these angels is a beautiful way to honor a loved one. They also make perfect, thoughtful gifts. Hang them as ornaments during the holidays or display them all year round.


KNOTS USED: overhand knot, gathering knot
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Arden Wall Plant Hanger


When you’re unable to hang anything from your ceiling, a wall plant hanger is the perfect solution.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, gathering knot, four-cluster square knot SIMILAR PROJECTS: Haven Wall Cat Bed, Coralynn Wall Plant Hanger
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Wall Hanging Hat Holder


This is a beautiful, unique way to display your favorite cowboy hats, garden hats, sun hats, etc. It’s a fashionable piece with function.


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, double half hitch diamond with accent knot SIMILAR PROJECTS: Celeste Wall Hanging, Stella Jewelry Shelf
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Macramé Mirror Frame


Use macramé to build a beautiful design around a metal ring, then add a simple circle mirror to enhance the beautiful and bohemian look!


KNOTS AND PATTERNS USED: lark’s head knot, square knot, diagonal double half hitch knot, decreasing alternating square knot
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Getting Started


So, you’ve decided you want to try your hand at macramé—great idea! Starting out can feel like the most difficult part of the journey, but I promise you it’s easy! You’re probably asking many questions: "What do I make?" "How much cord will I need?" "How do I make that knot?" "What supplies are best to use?" No worries, I am here to help! In this section, I first explain the basic tools and materials you will need to start any macramé project. In the sections that follow, you’ll learn several basic macramé knots and how to use them together to create different styles, designs, and patterns. Finally, I’ve included a few tips and tricks to use along the way.





Supplies and Tools
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You’ll need macramé cord, scissors, a measuring tape, and materials for hanging your macramé projects. Small wooden rings and beads are great decorative additions.








There are a few basic supplies you will need for every macramé project as well as some you can use to add extra character and personality. The basic tools are macramé cord, scissors, a wooden ring or dowel, and something from which to hang your working project. Other tools such as beads, crystals, and driftwood are all optional for creating unique pieces.


MACRAMÉ CORD— Macramé cord is the first thing you need. The most common cord type (and the type used for all projects in this book) is 3mm or 4mm 100% cotton cord. You will use either a single-strand cord or a 3- or 4-ply twisted cord (see below). Single-strand cords and twisted cords allow you to create different finishing looks, such as brushed-out single-strand tassels or unraveled 3-ply fringes. Ganxxet and Nook Theory are two of my favorite cord companies.


•   Single-strand cord is the cord most often referred to as "macramé cord" and consists of one single strand.


•   Twisted cord is often referred to as "rope" and consists of either three or four strands of rope twisted together (which is why they are referred to as 3-ply or 4-ply).
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Cotton macramé cord gives the best results.
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The type of cord you use will change the look and texture of your piece.








CLOTHING RACK— Hanging your working project is necessary. I like to hang my work from a clothing rack using S hooks, which makes every piece much easier to work on. A clothing rack with wheels is even more useful, as you can easily move your working projects around as needed.
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A quality clothing rack is the perfect base for working macramé.








SCISSORS— A good pair of scissors is an important tool to have when it comes to macramé. You will do more cord cutting than you probably ever expected. My favorite pair of scissors are made by Gingher. If you plan to make macramé often, I suggest having multiple pairs of scissors.




TIP


Cutting your cord can be a tedious job. I recommend sliding a long dowel through the cord spool, then hanging each side of the dowel on a long S hook from your clothing rack. The cord will easily glide off the spool and ensure smooth, clean cuts.


You can also use a crate or basket with open handles, sliding the dowel with the cord spool on it through these handles to achieve a similar result.





SMALL RINGS— Rings are commonly used when making plant hangers and hanging baskets. You can use rings of any material, including wood or metal, just make sure they are durable enough to hold the weight of your project.


LARGE HOOPS— Hoops are used for various projects, including plant hangers and hanging baskets. They are most often made of wood, bamboo, or metal.


MEASURING TAPE— Your measuring tape will be your best friend! Use it with every project to measure the lengths of cord needed.


BRUSH OR COMB— A brush or comb is a useful tool for creating specific looks with the cord fibers. A few of the projects in this book require a brush or comb. A slicker pet brush is a great option for macramé—cord fibers often go everywhere when brushing out your macramé cord, but a slicker pet brush helps collect those loose fibers. You do not need a fancy brush; a simple comb will also do the job.


BEADS— Beads are a common accent to add to your macramé! Whether it be a plant hanger or a wall hanging, have fun with your options and choose the style, size, or color that fits your project!
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Add ornaments like wooden beads and rings in various sizes to enhance your knotting.
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Using driftwood or other found wood pieces in place of a plain dowel creates a more natural effect.








DRIFTWOOD OR DOWELS— Driftwood or any other hand-collected piece of wood is great to use when it comes to macramé. In this book, you will notice that I use driftwood for most of my wall hangings. I love using driftwood for my projects because it adds such a unique touch to each piece. The best part about using driftwood or any other type of found wood is that it is free! I collect all my wood pieces by hand and clean them before each use (see the tip below). Birchwood is also great for macramé. Or, you can use plain wooden dowels instead. Macramé cord is deceptively heavy, so be mindful when choosing a dowel or piece of wood. If you know you are making a larger piece that includes a large amount of cord, make sure to choose a thicker piece of wood to hang it from.




TIP


Clean your driftwood by first brushing away any loose pieces of dirt, then spraying it with water. Soak the driftwood in a mixture of water with a splash of bleach. Rinse the wood and allow it to dry completely.
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