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INTRODUCTION
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In this book, you’ll find a collection of patterns for crocheted animal baby blankets and matching loveys that are perfect for themed nurseries. Whether you’re looking to create a farm-themed nursery or a woodland wonderland, there’s a pattern here that will suit your needs.


These animal baby blankets are designed not only to be beautiful but also to be functional. Each animal blanket has a multitude of uses, perfect for modern homes where space is important. It is a baby blanket that keeps your baby warm, a playmat for your nursery, a travel blanket that keeps your child entertained while on the go, and a nursery decoration when folded into an animal toy and hung on the crib or rested on a chair.


I remember, as a child, watching my grandmother crocheting intricate Irish lace tablecloths and being amazed by how a ball of yarn could be turned into something so beautiful with only the help of a crochet hook and a pair of skilled hands. Later in life, I rediscovered crochet, but most importantly, the joy of gift giving.


My career as a crochet designer started with a request from my daughter-in-law for a baby blanket for her newborn. I used the skills I learned from my grandmother and designed a unique blanket for her. When I gave her the finished blanket, I remembered how amazing I felt for doing so and how happy she was. Ever since, I focused on creating crochet patterns that other crocheters can easily make and gift, and hopefully, feel just as amazing as I felt when I gifted my first handmade creation.


Crocheting is one of the most rewarding hobbies you can have. The ability to create something beautiful and useful from a ball of yarn and a hook is truly amazing. If you’re reading this, chances are you’re already a fan of crocheting or maybe you’re just getting started. Regardless of your skill level, one thing is for certain: There’s nothing quite like the satisfaction of completing a project that you’ve put your heart and soul into.
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One of the most popular items to crochet are baby blankets and loveys, and they’re what I love to design. Not only are they practical and useful, but they also make for an adorable addition to any nursery. If you’re looking to create a special gift for a baby shower, birthday, or for your own little one, then this book is for you.


The patterns in this book are suitable for all skill levels, so whether you’re a beginner or an experienced crocheter, you’ll find something here that will challenge you and help you improve your skills. Each pattern uses a different stitch that you can learn and apply to other designs.


But this book isn’t just about crocheting blankets and loveys, or learning crochet. It’s also about expressing your love through creating something special for your little one. Each blanket and lovey in this book are designed to bring joy and comfort to a baby and to be cherished for years to come. So grab your hook and yarn and get ready to create something magical.


Happy Crocheting!


Ariana
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PART 1


GETTING STARTED


This book contains a collection of eight animal baby blankets and eight matching animal loveys that are grouped in nursery themes. The designs range from farm animals to fantasy creatures, and from easy-to-make patterns (Safari Giraffe, here) to more intricate designs (Ice Dragon, here).


The patterns in this book are written using American (US) terminology. If you are accustomed to British terminology, you can replace the terms using the conversion chart included in Crochet Basics (here).


At the front of the book, you will find instructions on how to crochet the basic stitches, how to read a crochet pattern, and crochet techniques used in making these patterns. Make sure to check them if you are not familiar with the stitches or techniques used in this book.


Also included is a guide to adding finishing touches. These are optional and up to your taste. You can embroider the eyes if you don’t want to use plastic ones, or you can add ties or buttons to your animal baby blanket that help it stay folded. A basic guide on how to care for your finished project is also included in this chapter.


I have created a one-page PDF guide (here) on how to fold the animal baby blankets to achieve the same look in the photos. By scanning the QR code with your phone, you can choose the design from the list to see how each one folds. You can then print it out and include it with your gift!


There are also helpful videos that can be accessed through the QR code at the beginning of each design. They will help you with basic techniques and stitch tutorials.
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TOOLS AND SUPPLIES



In this section, you will find a list of the items I have used to design the patterns in this book. You also have conversion charts for yarns and hooks so you can choose the right ones for each pattern. The supplies required are basic and widely available, meaning you can start your project anytime, anywhere. From there, you can customize your design as you please using special yarns and custom safety eyes in the color of your choice.


Yarn


The patterns in this book use generic acrylic yarn in two weights: worsted (Aran) and light worsted (DK). This was made intentionally so everyone, no matter which country they’re in, can make these blankets.


You can use different types of yarn, such as cotton blends, wool blends, or antipilling yarn. Feel free to experiment by making a swatch to see how the blanket will look, but keep in mind you might need different quantities of yarn.


When substituting yarns, calculate the number of balls required based on the yards (or meters) per ball, rather than relying on the weight of the ball, as this can vary depending on the type of fiber used and the yarn brand. For example, a 3.5oz (100g) ball of worsted yarn can measure 175 yds (160m) from one brand and 197 yds (180m) from another brand because of the fiber type and blend.


Use the chart below to find a suitable yarn option. Each individual pattern gives you the number of balls used by color as well as the measurements in ounces and yards.
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Hooks


I personally use a simple metallic hook because it has more “workable” space compared to a hook with a plastic handle; also, the yarn slides better on metal than plastic or wood. Use your favorite hook and check the chart above as a quick reference to know what size to use for each project.


Other Supplies


Toy Stuffing


For filling up the body parts, choose a washable, nonallergenic, polyester stuffing, similar to pillow stuffing.
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Plastic Safety Eyes
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Safety eyes are often used for dolls, but they are also perfect for amigurumi critters. I have used a variety of safety eyes in different colors and sizes, which is provided on each project. You can embroider eyes on instead (here) to avoid hard plastic and prevent anything from popping off.


Sewing or Tapestry Needles
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For sewing pieces together and embroidering eyes and noses, I use a simple metal needle with an eye big enough to fit the yarn. It doesn’t matter if the tip is sharp or blunt, but it should be a straight needle.


Pins, Safety Pins, and Stitch Markers
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These are used to hold the pieces in place before sewing them permanently to the blanket or head. Stitch markers let you keep track of your ongoing work.


Scissors
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Keep a small pair of sharp scissors at the ready for cutting threads and yarn. Your favorite brand will work fine.


HOW TO READ A PATTERN


Reading a crochet pattern may seem overwhelming at first, but once you understand the structure and symbols used, it becomes automatic. You can also refer to the Basic Stitches Glossary (here) or the Crochet Abbreviation Chart (here) as you go through the project.


Basic Structure


Let’s start with the basic row or round structure. Here are three examples:


Round 4: *inc, sc in next 3sts* x 5 = 25


Row 5: ch5, dc, dc in next 2sts, *FPdc, dc* x 2, dc, **(dc, ch2, dc), dc in next 2sts, *FPdc, dc* x 2, dc** x 4, turn = 45


Rounds 25–27 (3): sc in each stitch = 17


• In red, you have the row number, which sometimes can contain multiple rows. The number in parentheses is the total number of rows or rounds you should make.


• In blue, you have the stitches that need to be made on that row. Some are repeats, some are repeats within the repeats, and some are just step-by-step instructions. We will go over them in detail a little later.


• In green, you have the total amount of stitches you should have in a particular row (stitch count). Unless noted, the stitch count does not include the chains made. Also, on some patterns, you will have the total amount of shells or clusters instead of the total amount of stitches.
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The Ice Dragon Baby Blanket has a lot of angles and bends that are hard to picture from reading the pattern. Just follow along and the crochet piece will come.



Notation



Now let’s take a closer look at the “body” of the rows and how the stitches are actually organized. Our first example is a typical amigurumi (in the round) pattern. Round 4: *inc, sc in next 3sts* x 5 = 25


• In blue, you have the number of repeats you will need to make. In this example, you are instructed to make five repeats.


• In red, you have the single asterisks, which indicate the stitches that are to be repeated (the repeat section). The group of stitches will be repeated in consecutive order: inc, sc, sc, sc, inc, sc, sc, sc, inc, sc, sc, sc, etc. until you have five repeats as indicated.


• In green, you have the stitches that are to be repeated. Each stitch is separated by a comma and will be made into a separate stitch. In this example, you will make an increase (inc) in the next stitch, single crochet (sc) in the next stitch, sc in the next stitch, sc in the next stitch, using a total of four stitches.


Repeats


Some patterns are more complicated and contain repeats within the repeats as well as multiple stitches made into the same stitch. Let’s look at the example below:


Row 5: ch5, dc, dc in next 2sts, * FPdc, dc* x 2, dc, **( dc, ch2, dc), dc in next 2sts, * FPdc, dc* x 2, dc** x 4, turn = 45


• In green, you have the parentheses that contain a group of stitches, which mean they will be made into the same stitch. In this example, you will make all three stitches—dc, ch2, dc—in the same stitch below where you’re working.


• In blue, you have the single asterisks, which indicate that the stitches contained between them are to be repeated in consecutive order. In this example, you have two repeats. *FPdc, dc* x 2 = FPdc, dc, FPdc, dc.


• In red, you have the double asterisks, which indicate this repeat contains another repeat. In this case, the red repeats include the one in blue, plus other stitches, all repeated four times. The order of stitches is:


(dc, ch2, dc), dc, dc, FPdc, dc, FPdc, dc, dc,
(dc, ch2, dc), dc, dc, FPdc, dc, FPdc, dc, dc,
(dc, ch2, dc), dc, dc, FPdc, dc, FPdc, dc, dc,
(dc, ch2, dc), dc, dc, FPdc, dc, FPdc, dc, dc.


When to Turn and When to Crochet in the Round?


If a piece is crocheted in rows, it will begin with “row” instead of “round.” But it’s not always that simple. Sometimes, you will have to turn in the middle of a round to create what we call “short rows.” Short rows are used to create bends and angles in an amigurumi pattern; for example, the heel of a foot or the curve of a horn.


Here is an example taken from the Ice Dragon Baby Blanket:


Round 14: sc in next 28sts, turn, sc in next 16sts, turn, sc in next 16sts, turn, sc in next 16sts, turn, sc in next 16sts, sc4tog along the edge of the short rows, sc in next 5sts = 34


• In red, you have the short rows where you crochet back and forth a few rows. This creates the heel of the foot.






NOTE:


When you are following a pattern that is a little over your crochet skills, my advice is to just make one stitch at a time, following each instruction step by step. Don’t try to understand or visualize the pattern—it will only confuse you if you are a beginner. Instead, read the row once, look for abbreviations that you are not familiar with, read the stitch description, then just make one stitch at a time. Soon you will become familiar with more intricate designs, and you will be able to glance over the pattern and instantly visualize the outcome.









BASIC STITCHES GLOSSARY



This glossary covers all the basic stitches used in my patterns, each with detailed explanations and photos. Refer to this list if you are not familiar with some of the stitches mentioned in this book. If you are a visual learner, I have compiled a list of short videos for you that demonstrate each stitch.


The crochet patterns in this book are written using American (US) terminology. If you are accustomed to British terminology, you can convert the terms using the chart below.
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	Scan the QR code for a playlist of videos that show all the stitches in the glossary.
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Stitch (st)
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In a crochet pattern, this refers to the top of the crochet stitch that looks like a horizontal V (like this: <). When instructed to crochet into the next or same stitch, this means that you will need to insert the stitch under the two loops and make your stitch.


Skip (sk)


In crochet, you will work your stitch in the next available stitch below. When the pattern tells you to skip, you will pass the number of stitches instructed to skip (e.g., skip 2 = sk2, skip 5 = sk5, or skip 1 = sk) and work your stitches from that point onward.


Slip Knot


The slip knot is used to start a chain or to join a new color yarn to an existing project.
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1 Pick up the yarn and wrap it once around two fingers, making sure it crosses over to form an X. Use your thumb to hold the yarn end.


2 With the hook, go under the first strand and over the second. Pull a loop. The yarn will twist and create a loose loop on the hook.


[image: Illustration]


3 Slide your fingers out of the ring while keeping the loop on the hook.


4 Grab the yarn end between your thumb and middle finger while holding the other side of the yarn over your forefinger. Tighten the loop around the hook. The slip knot is now complete. You can adjust how tight the loop sits around the hook by pulling the yarn end.


Magic Ring


The magic ring is often used to start an amigurumi project or a crochet project that is being crocheted in the round, such as granny squares or doilies.


1 Follow steps 1 and 2 of Slip Knot.
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2 Go over the first loop and under the second one. Pull a loop through the loop on your hook.
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3 The magic ring is complete. Now you can crochet stitches around it. To tighten the loop, pull the yarn end.


Yarn Over & Yarn Under


Yarn over and yarn under are ways to pick up the yarn with your hook to pull it through the loops on your hook. Depending on the result you want to achieve, you might want to use one of these two techniques.


The yarn under method is not used often, mostly to crochet the amigurumi single crochet stitches, while the yarn over method is used widely to create the basic stitches.


Yarn Over (yo)
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Bring the hook in front of the yarn. Wrap the yarn over the hook from back to front (in between the loops on your hook and the throat of the hook).


Yarn Under (yu)
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Bring the hook over the yarn so that the yarn just catches on the hook.


Chain (ch)


The chain has multiple uses:


• To create the first row of a crochet project, called starting chain.


• To create the necessary height for some of the basic stitches at the beginning of the rows, called turning chain.


• To replace some of the basic stitches, mostly at the beginning of the rows (ch2 for a half double crochet, ch3 for a double crochet, ch4 for a treble, ch5 for a double treble).


• To make a basic stitch in the construction of a crochet pattern. For example, this stitch is used in patterns that use picot stitches or patterns, such as interlocking block stitch when you need to skip stitches.
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1 Start with a slip knot. Yarn over and pull the loop through the loop on the hook.


2 The chain is complete. Repeat as many times as instructed.


Starting Chain (foundation chains)


This refers to a sequence of chain stitches beginning with a slip knot into which you work your first row of stitches.


Chain Space (ch space)


Whenever you are making chains in a crochet pattern (except the foundation chains), you will create a space between rows. This is called a chain space.


When instructed to crochet stitches in the chain space (often the number of chains are mentioned; for example, chain two space = ch2 space), you need to insert your hook into that space and crochet your stitches around the chains. Don’t insert your hook into the actual chain.


Foundation Single Crochet


The foundation single crochet stitch is used to crochet the first row of a crochet project if your first row in the project is a row of single crochet stitches, without making a starting chain.


This way of starting a project is useful when you’re not sure how many stitches you need, but you know how wide your project should be. The foundation single crochet is also used to extend your project width and make irregular shapes (usually for amigurumi projects, appliqués, or to shape garments), such as T shapes, 7 shapes, Z shapes, etc.


This method can also be applied to all the basic stitches. For example, if the first row of your project is made from double crochet stitches, you can create a row of foundation double crochet stitches. The method is the same: Create the base chain, create the stitch on top of it, and then repeat the two steps again until you have the desired width.
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1 To make your first foundation single crochet, chain 2.


2 Insert the hook in the 2nd chain from the hook, yarn over, and pull up a loop. You will have two loops on your hook.
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3 Create the base chain by yarning over and pulling up a loop through only the first loop on your hook. You will have two loops on your hook.


4 Create the single crochet on top of your base chain by yarning over and pulling up a loop through both loops on your hook. This is your first foundation single crochet in the row. To create the rest of the foundation single crochets in the row, insert the hook through the two loops at the base of your base chain.
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