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Justice


When I was in primary school, I had my first brush with politics. In history lessons we were told about wars, when they had started, who had started them, and how many people had been killed. And there have been a lot of them. My country has always been tumultuous. I used to think to myself: what is the point of all this? I used to think: why don’t they just write a book in which they predict what would happen or tell us what would have happened if this or that war had not occurred? 

My parents were the best guides one could possibly have for teaching me what justice meant. My family treated me and my brother as complete equals. Islam was of course present, but we were sent to a non-Islamic primary school. At that time, it seemed to me that there must always be a way to resolve injustice.






Being a Woman

Much later, during my years in law school study­ing Islamic penal law, it entered my mind that being a woman is a political category. And when the Islamic revolution took place toward the end of the 1970s, it became obvious to me. Reading Islamic penal law, I learned that the value of a woman’s life is half that of a man’s. And that made me angry. So angry that I got a migraine. When I got demoted from my position as a court judge, it became even clearer. At that time, many Iranians packed their bags and left the country. But it was precisely that anger that kept me in Iran. I thought that in my profession as a lawyer it was my duty to stay put and fight for the women in Iran. I have two daughters, and I imagined that one day they would grow up, and they would turn around and ask me: what did you do to help? What did you do to improve the fate of women in Iran? And I imagined I would have to be ready to give them an answer. Just having escaped would not be  a sufficient answer for them.





Love

The then new rule of the Islamic state affected me in many ways. When I got married, the law stipulated that a husband had absolute power over his wife and future children. My husband went to the authorities to officially renounce that power. After he had agreed to treat me as an equal in every respect, I found that it helped me deal with many problems around us with more patience. And I always advise men that if they want a good marital life, to enjoy it and experience peace and calm within it, they have to have respect for their wives and make sure that they receive equal treatment in every possible way.





Life

During my years as a lawyer, I represented many clients pro bono. While doing research on one of my cases, I found my own death warrant with an official signature. At that time, I felt that these people who really pursue us must be completely irrational creatures. I was not a political opponent. I was merely a lawyer. And killing me would not have been of any political benefit to the government. And this demonstrated the utmost stupidity of a government that ordered the assassination of someone who is not even a political rival. 





Empowerment

What I advise women and girls who experience oppression and who are put and held in a state of fear to do is to free themselves from their fathers, husbands, and brothers. Girls have to make sure that they get an education. Girls have to acquire vocational skills in order to get good jobs and become economically independent. A woman who is economically dependent on someone will never be able to have self-confidence. And a woman who lacks self-confidence will always be subjected to oppression. I am aware of the fact that there are traditional families who do not allow their women to go into offices or do any kind of work. Not to mention the fact that there are many offices in many countries that are reluctant to offer jobs to women. In such situations, women have to be resourceful. They have to think of a way to earn income from home, such as being a tailor, doing handicraft work, or engaging in journalism and writing from home. In every case, women have to use their creativity. They have to be resourceful in order to become economically indepen­dent. 
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