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Rudyard Kipling's "The Jungle Book 'Äì Complete Edition: Book 1&2," featuring the original illustrations by John Lockwood Kipling, is a masterful tapestry of narrative and folklore that immerses readers in the vibrant and dangerous landscapes of the Indian jungle. Combining rich storytelling with a variety of forms, from fables to poems, Kipling explores themes of belonging, identity, and the primal instincts that define both human and animal life. This edition faithfully preserves the vivid imagery and moral undertones that have captivated generations, offering an authentic glimpse into the intersection of nature and civilization through characters such as Mowgli, Baloo, and Shere Khan. Rudyard Kipling, a towering figure in British literature, was born in India and spent his early years profoundly affected by the culture and wildlife that surrounded him. His diverse experiences, from his childhood in India to his later works in England, deeply informed his perspectives on colonialism, nature, and childhood. Kipling'Äôs intricate understanding of these themes is essential in crafting a narrative that transcends time, making his work as relevant today as it was over a century ago. For readers seeking an enchanting blend of adventure and moral reflection, "The Jungle Book 'Äì Complete Edition" offers not only a return to childhood innocence but also profound insights into the complexities of life. It is a timeless classic, ideal for both young readers and adults who appreciate the depth and richness of Kipling's prose.
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The Greatest Supernatural Tales of Sheridan Le Fanu offers a captivating exploration into the shadowy realms of the supernatural and the uncanny through the artful stories of Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu. This collection encompasses over 70 titles, each weaving narratives where suspense and the macabre take center stage. Ranging from chilling ghost stories to unsettling tales filled with gothic horror, this anthology presents a veritable feast of literary styles that reflect the thrilling yet poignant tones of the late 19th century. Readers will find themselves enveloped in a world where the eerie meets the exquisite, a hallmark of Le Fanu's mastery. Unveiling the brilliance of Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu, this volume is a testament to his enduring influence in supernatural fiction. Often hailed as a predecessor to the likes of M. R. James, Le Fanu's compelling tales laid the groundwork for modern horror. Together with James, whose introduction to the collection provides critical insights, these narratives resonate with cultural shifts of their time, from the Victorian fascination with the unseen to gothic revivalism. The authors' combined expertise reveals a spectrum of fear and introspection, deftly navigating the intersections of history, folklore, and psychology. This anthology invites readers to journey through worlds crafted by two giants of supernatural fiction, providing a unique vantage point from which to engage with their timeless stories. It is a remarkable compendium for aficionados of gothic literature and those keen to experience an anthology that is both informative and spine-tingling. With its compelling storytelling and thematic profundity, this collection ensures that readers will emerge with a deeper appreciation for the literature that continues to shape horror narratives today.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





Rudyard Kipling


The Phantom 'Rickshaw

Enriched edition. A Supernatural Love Triangle in British India

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Desmond Everly

Edited and published by Good Press, 2022


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4064066446260
  



Introduction




Table of Contents




    In the steep, rarefied air of a Himalayan hill station, guilt becomes a relentless passenger that refuses to be dismissed.

The Phantom 'Rickshaw, by Rudyard Kipling, is a taut and disquieting tale first published in 1888, during the author’s formative years in British India. Set among the rituals and gossip of Anglo-Indian society, it follows a man whose ordered life is unsettled by the recurring apparition of a rickshaw and its rider, a vision that may be supernatural or the projection of a mind under strain. Without revealing its crucial turns, the story’s premise intertwines social expectation, private remorse, and the eerie persistence of memory to probe how the past intrudes upon the present with unnerving insistence.

This work is considered a classic because it fuses the nineteenth-century ghost story with a modern psychological acuity that continues to feel immediate. Kipling compresses atmosphere, character, and moral crisis into a narrative of remarkable economy, demonstrating how the uncanny can emerge from the pressures of conscience as much as from the external world. Its hill-station setting, precise social textures, and unsentimental gaze give the story an enduring edge. Frequently anthologized and widely discussed, it stands as a benchmark of colonial Gothic, bridging traditional supernatural fiction and the inward-turning anxieties of later psychological narratives.
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