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    At its heart, Old Times in the Colonies traces how ideals, institutions, and everyday lives took shape under the pressures of settlement, belief, and empire. Charles Carleton Coffin’s book is narrative history written for a broad readership, composed in the late nineteenth century during a period of renewed interest in the nation’s origins. It surveys the early colonial era in North America, especially communities established along the Atlantic seaboard, and explains how social, religious, and political forces converged to form distinct ways of life. Coffin writes with an eye for momentum and clarity, inviting readers into a sweeping yet approachable account.

Rather than a single plot, the book offers a sequence of vividly told episodes that introduce people, places, and turning points central to the colonial experience. Coffin presents settlement and governance, church and school, commerce and conflict as interlinked strands, emphasizing how choices and circumstances shaped communities. The reading experience is that of an energetic guide leading a tour: the voice is confident and explanatory, the style clean and direct, and the mood earnest, sometimes contemplative. Readers should expect synthesis rather than exhaustive documentation, with clear signposts that keep the narrative moving from one formative scene to the next.

A central theme is the struggle to balance conscience and authority—how convictions about faith, law, and liberty guided decisions in towns and assemblies. Coffin highlights the fragile work of building institutions amid scarcity and uncertainty, and the tensions that arose as ideals met practical realities. The narrative also underscores the importance of community: cooperation, discipline, and shared narratives that sustained people through hardship. Throughout, questions of allegiance and identity recur—what it meant to belong, to dissent, to be loyal, or to seek change—anchoring the story in enduring debates about freedom, order, responsibility, and the costs of creating a new society.

Coffin’s method is to translate historical accounts available in his time into scenes that feel immediate without losing their explanatory purpose. He sets context, introduces key figures, and then steps back to draw out implications, a rhythm that lends the book both forward motion and interpretive pause. The prose favors crisp transitions and vivid but economical description, making complex developments understandable. Though oriented toward general readers, the narrative maintains a steady historical spine, presenting causes and consequences with an instructive tone. The effect is a mosaic of moments that collectively illuminate how customs, laws, and beliefs became embedded in daily life.

Because it was written in the nineteenth century, the book reflects the perspectives and language of its era, including patriotic emphases and moral framing characteristic of popular histories of the time. Modern readers may notice choices of emphasis that mirror contemporary concerns when the book was composed. Approached with that context in mind, the work is valuable on two levels: as an accessible introduction to the colonial period and as a document revealing how later generations interpreted the nation’s beginnings. It encourages thoughtful comparison with current scholarship while preserving the immediacy of a narrative shaped by its original historical moment.

Old Times in the Colonies matters today because it revisits foundational questions that continue to resonate: How do communities negotiate dissent and unity? What responsibilities come with claims to liberty? How do beliefs inform public life? By foregrounding perseverance, civic experiment, and the formation of shared norms, Coffin invites reflection on the relationship between principles and practice. The book prompts readers to consider how stories about origins influence present values and public memory. Its intellectual appeal lies in tracing connections across events and ideas; its emotional appeal arises from portrayals of resolve, risk, and aspiration in the face of uncertain horizons.

Readers approaching the book can expect a guided journey through the colonial landscape, paced to underscore causes and meanings rather than exhaustive detail. Coffin aims to convey the feel of old times—how people worked, worshiped, governed, and argued—while keeping the narrative brisk and intelligible. The result is a cohesive overview that rewards close attention to its patterns and pauses. Read as a companionable narrative history, it sparks curiosity about sources and further study without sacrificing momentum. Above all, it offers a clear, engaging pathway into the formative centuries that precede independence, illuminating how early choices became lasting habits of American life.
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    Charles Carleton Coffin’s Old Times in the Colonies presents a chronological narrative of early American colonial history, tracing European exploration, settlement, and conflict in North America. It opens with the rival ambitions of Spain, France, the Netherlands, and England, and explains how geography, trade, and religion shaped their aims. Coffin outlines initial English ventures, including the failed Roanoke attempt, to show the uncertainty of colonization. He describes the continent’s indigenous nations as established societies already managing extensive networks. Across these beginnings, the book emphasizes navigation, commerce, and imperial competition as the forces that drew Europeans to the coastlines and rivers that would frame later colonial development.

The narrative then turns to Virginia and the establishment of Jamestown, stressing the precariousness of the first years, the hunger known as the “starving time,” and the critical role of leadership and supplies. Coffin recounts the Virginia Company’s economic motives, the emergence of tobacco as a staple, and the transition from fragile outpost to plantation society. He notes the creation of the House of Burgesses as an early form of representative government. Figures such as John Smith and Pocahontas appear within a broader account of diplomacy and conflict with nearby Native peoples. The section concludes by showing how labor systems and land policies began to define the colony’s trajectory.

New England settlement follows, beginning with the Pilgrims at Plymouth and the framing of the Mayflower Compact as a method of self-governance. Coffin summarizes the harsh winters, initial cooperation with the Wampanoag, and the gradual establishment of stable towns. He then turns to the larger migration to Massachusetts Bay, highlighting John Winthrop’s leadership, congregational churches, and the communal and civic institutions that took root. Town meetings, laws, and education receive attention as defining features. Throughout, the narrative focuses on the themes of survival, religious purpose, and political organization, setting the pattern by which New England communities expanded inland and developed distinctive local identities.

Coffin next examines dissent and diversity among the colonies. He describes Roger Williams’s founding of Rhode Island, emphasizing its principles of religious liberty and separation of church authority from civil power. The story of Anne Hutchinson illustrates controversy within Massachusetts and the consequences of religious debate. Connecticut’s settlement, leadership under Thomas Hooker, and its Fundamental Orders demonstrate evolving colonial constitutions. Smaller jurisdictions in New Hampshire and Maine enter the account as part of New England’s wider mosaic. These developments show how differing convictions and practical needs produced varied political arrangements, contributing to a pattern of regional pluralism that complemented the more homogeneous ideal envisioned by Massachusetts Bay.

Attention shifts to the middle and southern colonies. Coffin outlines Dutch New Netherland’s commercial orientation, the patroon system, and the importance of the Hudson River, then recounts the English conquest that transformed it into New York. The brief Swedish venture on the Delaware and its absorption into neighboring colonies is noted. Maryland emerges under Lord Baltimore with an early policy of religious toleration. Pennsylvania’s founding by William Penn presents a Quaker model of governance and negotiation, leading to Philadelphia’s quick growth. Carolina’s plantation economy and frontier settlements, and Georgia’s later establishment as a buffer colony, complete a picture of expanding variety in land use, labor, and law.

The book then surveys internal tensions and colonial-Indian relations. Coffin summarizes causes and courses of the Pequot War, outlining how alliances and tactics shaped the conflict’s outcome. He also addresses King Philip’s War as a major turning point in New England, marked by widespread devastation and shifts in power. In Virginia, Bacon’s Rebellion reflects frontier pressures, disputes over protection, and conflicts within colonial leadership. The Salem witchcraft trials appear as a social and legal crisis, illustrating fears and community strains. Through these episodes, Coffin highlights recurring themes: contested land, cultural misunderstandings, and the difficulties of administering justice and security in dispersed, rapidly changing settlements.

Imperial rivalries draw the colonies into wider wars. Coffin introduces King William’s War and Queen Anne’s War, noting raids, reprisals, and the vulnerability of frontier towns. Episodes such as Schenectady and Deerfield depict the dangers posed by shifting alliances among English, French, and Native groups. Acadia’s contested status and the capture of Port Royal demonstrate strategic struggles along the northeast coast. The Jesuit missions and the Iroquois Confederacy receive attention for their influence on alliances and diplomacy. The narrative shows how European conflicts shaped North American campaigns, forcing colonists to coordinate defenses while navigating the demands and strategies of distant imperial authorities.

Coffin continues with King George’s War and the French and Indian War, emphasizing their scope and consequences. He recounts the colonial capture of Louisbourg in 1745 as a maritime and logistical achievement, then turns to the later contest for the interior. The struggle over the Ohio Valley, Braddock’s defeat, and the campaigns against French forts illustrate evolving military leadership and colonial participation. Under British direction and with increased resources, operations press toward Canada. The climactic siege of Quebec and the deaths of Wolfe and Montcalm mark a decisive moment. By war’s end, British control over former French territories reshapes the balance of power in North America.

The closing chapters consider the aftermath of victory and the colonies’ altered position within the British Empire. Coffin notes how expanded frontiers, new responsibilities, and the experience of cooperation in war affected colonial confidence and expectations. He emphasizes continued local self-government, economic growth, and the complexities of managing diverse populations and interests. While stopping short of the Revolutionary era, the book underscores how habits of autonomy, religious pluralism, and frontier security challenges laid groundwork for future debates. Old Times in the Colonies thus offers a coherent narrative of settlement, conflict, and consolidation, presenting the formative episodes that shaped colonial society before the next phase of American history.
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    Old Times in the Colonies is set across the English settlements of North America from the early seventeenth century through the early eighteenth, a period marked by fragile outposts becoming structured societies. The book’s geographical canvas ranges from tidewater Virginia and the Chesapeake tobacco belt to the rocky towns of New England and the middle colonies’ river valleys. It unfolds under shifting imperial supervision—from the early Stuarts to the post–Glorious Revolution order—while economies based on subsistence farming, fur, fishing, and plantation staples take form. Puritan theocracy, Anglican establishment, and emerging religious pluralism coexist uneasily, amid persistent conflict and negotiation with Native nations and the burgeoning Atlantic world.

Jamestown, founded in 1607 under the Virginia Company, anchors the southern colonial narrative. The colony endured the “Starving Time” (1609–1610), intermittent war with the Powhatan Confederacy, and near-collapse before John Rolfe’s tobacco (from 1612) created a viable export economy. The headright system (1618) spurred land hunger, while the House of Burgesses (1619) introduced representative governance. That same year, the arrival of “twenty and odd Negroes” marked the beginning of African labor in English America and a gradual shift from indentured servitude to racial slavery. Coffin presents these developments to contrast economic imperatives and social structures in Virginia with New England’s communal-religious project.

The decisive shaping force in the book is Puritan New England. The Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth in 1620, following the Mayflower Compact’s promise of self-governance, established a covenantal template that Massachusetts Bay magnified after 1630 under John Winthrop’s leadership. Town meetings, the General Court, and Congregational churches fused political and religious life, while Harvard’s founding in 1636 signaled an early investment in learned ministry and civic leadership. Dissent soon revealed fault lines: Roger Williams, banished in 1635 for defending liberty of conscience and fair dealing with Native peoples, founded Providence (1636) and secured a charter (1644) embodying church–state separation; Anne Hutchinson’s 1637 trial for challenging clerical authority highlighted tensions over grace, gender, and governance before her exile to Rhode Island. Thomas Hooker’s migration to the Connecticut River valley in 1636 and the Fundamental Orders (1639) advanced practices of written constitutionalism and broader suffrage. The United Colonies of New England (1643) foreshadowed intercolonial cooperation for defense and diplomacy. Coffin dwells on these episodes to dramatize how ideals of covenant, consent, and moral community contended with human frailty and coercion. By narrating Winthrop’s civic vision alongside Williams’s radical toleration and Hutchinson’s theological defiance, he portrays New England as a crucible in which the habits of self-rule, rights of conscience, and communal discipline were hammered out—often at high personal cost. The book uses these biographies, legal proceedings, and town practices to teach that colonial liberty matured not as a single triumph but through conflicts that disciplined power and widened participation.

Armed conflict with Native nations punctuates the century. The Pequot War (1636–1638) culminated in the May 26, 1637 Mystic attack led by Captain John Mason with Mohegan and Narragansett allies; the Treaty of Hartford (1638) dispersed the Pequot. King Philip’s War (1675–1678), led by Metacom (Philip) of the Wampanoag, devastated frontier settlements from Plymouth to the Connecticut Valley; proportionally, it was among the deadliest wars in American history. Coffin recounts raids, sieges, and captivities to illustrate the precariousness of settlement, the roles of Native allies and foes, and the tragic consequences of expanding English land claims and cultural misunderstandings.

The Salem witchcraft crisis (1692–1693) exposed the perils of fear and spectral evidence. Beginning in Salem Village (now Danvers), accusations spread to Salem Town and beyond; a special Court of Oyer and Terminer condemned 20 people (19 hanged; Giles Corey pressed to death). Governor Sir William Phips halted proceedings in October 1692 and later annulled convictions, with partial restitution in 1711. Coffin treats Salem as a moral reckoning: a community that allowed anxiety, factionalism, and dubious legal standards to override due process. By reconstructing names, examinations, and the court’s dissolution, he depicts a society learning to subordinate zeal to law and reason.

The Dominion of New England (1686–1689) tested colonial charters and autonomy. King James II consolidated Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and later New York and New Jersey under Governor Sir Edmund Andros, who enforced Navigation Acts, curtailed assemblies, and sought tighter control—memorialized in the 1687 “Charter Oak” episode in Hartford. The Glorious Revolution (1688) precipitated the 1689 Boston revolt, Andros’s arrest, and, in 1691, a new royal charter merging Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth with a royal governor and property-based suffrage. Coffin emphasizes how colonists framed resistance as loyalty to English liberties, honing practices of petition, assembly, and lawful opposition to arbitrary power.

Bacon’s Rebellion (1676) in Virginia revealed social fractures in a plantation colony. Frontier settlers, led by Nathaniel Bacon, demanded harsher campaigns against Susquehannock and Doeg groups, accusing Governor Sir William Berkeley of corruption and favoritism toward a planter elite. Armed conflict, the burning of Jamestown (September 1676), and Bacon’s death from dysentery preceded the revolt’s collapse; Berkeley’s reprisals prompted royal recall. In the aftermath, Virginia tightened racial slavery, restricted the political voice of smallholders, and accelerated dispossession of Native lands. Coffin reads the uprising as a cautionary tableau of oligarchy, frontier neglect, and the transition from fluid labor systems to codified racial hierarchy.

As social and political critique, the book exposes intertwined injustices and experiments. It indicts theocratic overreach at Salem, the suspension of charters under Andros, and Virginia’s oligarchic inequities revealed by Bacon’s Rebellion. It shows how conquest and expansion wrought dispossession and massacre in the Pequot and Philip wars, even as settlers relied on Native alliances. By contrasting Rhode Island’s broad toleration with Massachusetts discipline and Virginia’s labor regime, Coffin critiques coerced conformity, unstable class arrangements, and emergent racial slavery. The narrative thus honors civic courage—petitions, compacts, assemblies—while warning that liberty survives only where conscience, law, and restraint temper power.
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The settlement of our country was the beginning of a new era in human affairs. The people of England, ever since the days of King John, when the barons compelled him to sign the Magna Charta[1] in the meadow of Runnymede, had struggled against tyranny; and when the emigrants sailed across the Atlantic to rear their homes in Virginia and New England, it was the transplanting of liberty to a continent where everything was new, and where the conditions that surrounded them were wholly unlike those of the Old World.

This volume is an outline of some of the principal events that transpired during the colonial period of our country, and portrays the hardships and sufferings of those who laid the foundations of a new empire. It will show how the Old World laws, habits, and customs were gradually changed; how the grand ideas of Freedom and the Rights of Man took root and flourished. It covers the period from the discovery and settlement of America to the Revolutionary War. In 1876 I wrote a volume entitled “The Boys of ‘76” — a narrative of the battles of the Revolution, and of the trials and devotion of our fathers in establishing the independence of the United States. While preparing that work, I discovered that there was no volume in existence that would give the young people of our country an idea of the struggles of men in England and Europe against the tyranny of emperors, kings, popes, archbishops, bishops, and inquisitors; to supply that want, I wrote a second volume, entitled “The Story of Liberty,” which traced a chain of events through a period of five hundred years, from the signing of the Magna Charta to the settlement of Jamestown and Plymouth. This volume, therefore, fills the gap between the others in time, and together they make a series, not of general history, but an outline history of the progress of ideas.

I desire to call your attention to a few things which will be made plain in this volume. You will notice that the beginning of the history of our country is clear and distinct, while the beginnings of the histories of other countries are obscured by tradition or made doubtful by fable. Our early history is definite; the early history of other lands uncertain.

The history of a nation is like the flowing of a river; there are many rivulets starting wide apart, which unite to swell the ever-deepening stream. Many of the fountain-heads of American history are in England and Europe; and in order to obtain a correct view of what transpired in the colonies, we must cross the Atlantic and follow the rivulets to their sources. The tracing of the relationship of one event to another, and showing their effect upon the human race, is the philosophy of history, and by studying the philosophy we are able to arrive at some conclusion as to its meaning.

You will notice how, through priority of discovery, Spain, France, and England claimed various sections of this continent, and how conflicting claims led to a great struggle between England and France for supremacy; that it was a conflict between two races, two languages, two religions, two systems of laws, two distinct civilizations; that great ideas were behind the struggle. In the opening chapter you will read how John and Sebastian Cabot sailed along the northern coasts, how Jacques Cartier sailed up the St. Lawrence; the closing pages will picture a battle on the Plains of Abraham. It was an engagement which lasted only a few minutes, yet it was one of the great decisive battles of the world — momentous in its results. John and Sebastian Cabot, Cartier, Champlain, the Kings of France and England, the Pope, Ignatius Loyola, the Jesuits, Oliver Cromwell, the Pilgrims of the Mayflower, the Puritans, are as inseparably connected with that battle as William Pitt, James Wolfe, and the Marquis de Montcalm. The history of the entire colonial period leads up to it.

You will notice that the forces of Nature — the turning of the earth upon its axis, the flowing of the Gulf Stream, the contour of mountain ranges, the courses of the rivers, have had a far-reaching influence upon the history of our country. The rivers were the highways along which the Indians paddled their canoes to fall upon the settlers — along which the armies of England and France marched to engage in battle. Mountains were barriers, stopping awhile the progress of civilization, and also shielding the colonies from attack. Not only these, but the order of the Pope forbidding people to eat meat on Fridays, saints’ days, and during Lent, but granting permission to eat fish, the desire of the people of Europe to wear hats made from the glossy fur of the beaver, the love for tobacco, their ideas of holding men in slavery, are forces that have had much to do in shaping the history of our country.

The longing for adventure, the hunger for gold, led to the settlement of Virginia. Through convictions of duty and obligations to God, the Pilgrims were driven from England to Holland, and across the Atlantic, to begin self-government, and to give to the world the ideal of a written constitution. The hatred of the Puritans to the ritual of the Church of England, the determination of the bishops and archbishops to compel them to conform to it, are great fountain-heads of history. The inner light which illumined the soul of George Fox, the stern convictions of Roger Williams, of his obligation to conscience, are forces which give direction to the course of events. All the motives by which men are actuated — their passions, affections, religious convictions, the selfish ends — are part and parcel of the grand drama of Time.

I have spoken of the meaning of history. Surely it has a meaning, else what are we living for? Whichever way we turn in the material world we find things needful for our use, and we think of them as God’s forethoughts, and as designed for our welfare. If there is design in the material world, there must be some meaning to history, some ultimate end to be accomplished. In “The Story of Liberty,” and in this volume, you will see how Tyranny and Wrong have fought against Liberty and Justice; how that banner which the barons flung to the breeze at Runnymede, inscribed with the rights of man, which Cromwell bore amidst the carnage of Marston Moor, which waved from the mast-head of the Mayflower when that lone vessel crossed the Atlantic, has never been trailed in the dust in this Western World; but Tyranny and Wrong have gone down before it. Through the colonial period there was an advance of principles which are eternal in their nature. All through those years conditions and influences were preparing men for self-government. Men die, generations come and go, but ideas live on. When the world was ready for it, and not before, the American Revolution came, with the announcement that all men are created free and equal, and endowed with inalienable rights.

Through all the narratives of wars, massacres, and bloodshed, you will see Right, Justice, and Liberty ever advancing. “Old Times in the Colonies,” therefore, is not an unmeaning record of events, but the story of the rise of a great nation, the growth of individual liberty, the coming in of constitutional government in this Western World — the history of the first period in the new era in human affairs.

As you peruse these pages, the conviction, I trust, will come that, under the power of great ideas, our country is leading the human race in its march toward a state of society inexpressibly grand and glorious.

CHARLES CARLETON COFFIN.



Chapter I

  Discovery of San Salvador


Table of Contents


There it was, a green and sunny island. Christopher Columbus[2] beheld it in the dawning light of October 12, 1492; an earthly paradise with stately trees, fragrant flowers, groves of oranges and bananas, hanging vines, birds of bright plumage, and groups of dusky men, women, and children.

It was San Salvador, one of the Bahama Islands. A few days later Columbus discovered Cuba and Hispaniola, now known as St. Domingo, and returned to Spain with the wonderful news.

Who owned the islands? They were occupied by Indians; but the Pope, Alexander VI., Roderick Borgia, wicked and cruel, a murderer, claiming to be God’s agent on earth and endowed with all power, gave all lands that might be discovered west of an imaginary line, drawn north and south one hundred leagues west of the Azores, to Ferdinand and Isabella, king and queen of Spain. So, by priority of discovery, and by the decree of the Pope, Spain entered upon the possession of what Columbus had discovered.

The news reached England. The merchants of Bristol who were sending their ships to France, the Mediterranean, and the North Sea, applied to the king, Henry YIL, for leave to send out an expedition for the discovery of new lands.

“If you discover any countries, they shall be mine,” he said, asserting his right to hold or give away lands, against that claimed by the Pope.

“If you make any money by the expedition, one-fifth of it shall be mine,” he added.

The merchants accepted the conditions, fitted out two vessels commanded by John and Sebastian Cabot, father and son, two Venetians in their employ as sea-captains. In May, 1497, the ships sailed down the river Severn, and steered west for a voyage over unknown seas, where vessels had not sailed since the days of the old Northmen.

In June they found themselves on soundings, and the sea around swarming with codfish. The water was warm, and dense fogs arose. A little farther on the water was colder, and filled with icebergs. They had reached a place where two great currents of the ocean meet. They did not know, nor was it till many years later that anybody knew, what caused the flowing of these currents; that the earth was whirling around the sun, and also turning on its own axis; that the speed at the equator was eighteen miles a minute.

We now know that the revolution of the earth upon its axis sets the water between Africa and South America to flowing westward, and that when the current strikes the coast of South America it is divided, a part flowing south and part north. The northern section, carrying with it the fresh water brought down the Amazon and Orinoco from the Andes and the plains of South America, sweeps into the Caribbean Sea, and whirls onward to the Gulf of Mexico, being heated by the sun to a temperature of eighty-six degrees. The Mississippi pours in its mighty flood, bringing minute particles of soil from the far distant prairies and mountains. Having no other outlet, the waters rush through the passage between Florida and Cuba, tearing great masses of sea-weed from the beds of white coral, which the coralline insects are building beneath the waves. This river of hot water, one thousand feet deep and fifty miles wide, sweeps on at the rate of five miles an hour, bearing the soil of two continents, the sea-weed, and myriads of marine insects — polyps, star and jellyfish, in infinite variety. East of Newfoundland it meets a current of cold water flowing south, from the frozen region of the North, bringing great icebergs; but the warm current whirls them north-east, speedily melting them, dropping the stones and gravel torn from the shore of Greenland beneath the sea. The fine particles of sand brought down from the Andes by the Amazon, and from the prairies of the West by the Mississippi, also settle to the bottom of the sea, thus making that portion of the sea a great dumping-place— building up the bank of Newfoundland. The hot river supplies the codfish with food, gives a mild climate to England, and makes it possible for men to live in Iceland and Northern Norway.

John and Sebastian Cabot caught all the fish they needed, and, sailing still west, on June 24th beheld the waves breaking against the rocky shore of Labrador.

Since the days of the old Northmen, no European eye had seen the main-land of the Western World. The Cabots sailed northward along a bleak and forbidding coast, with dense forests beyond the white granite ledges. They saw white-bears, floating on cakes of ice, plunge into the sea and catch fish in their paws. Walruses and seals frequented the shores, and myriads of birds reared their young upon the rocky cliffs; but their provisions failing, they returned to England.

What a year for discovery was 1498! Stimulated by what he had seen, Sebastian Cabot — young sagacious, bold — sailed once more westward. He coasted along the southern shore of Newfoundland, entered the Bay of Fundy, gazed upon the cliffs of Mount Desert, the majestic pines of Maine, the sandy beaches of Cape Cod, sailing southward to Virginia — thus, by priority of discovery, enabling England to claim the continent from Labrador to Cape Hatteras.

Christopher Columbus, at the same time, was making his third voyage; discovering the island of Trinidad, the coast of South America and Orinoco. He landed, and drank from a spring that still bears his name.

There was another brave sailor on the seas, Vasco da Gama, of Portugal, who was sailing south along the west coast of Africa, doubling the Cape of Good Hope; sailing on till, through the ocean haze, he beheld the mountains of Hindostan, thus opening a long sought for route to India. There was still another voyager on the seas, Amerigo Vespucci, a merchant of Florence, engaged in trade at Seville, in Spain, who, animated by a spirit of adventure, sailed to the West Indies with Captain Ojeda, and from thence to the coasts of South and Central America. He wrote interesting accounts of what he saw, which were published in 1507 — probably the first printed narrative given to the public of the discoveries in the West. The pamphlet fell into the hands of Martin Waldseemuller, of Freibourg, in Germany, who translated it into German. People spoke of the new world as Amerigo’s country, and thus the name became attached to the Western Continent, though the honor of discovery belongs to John and Sebastian Cabot.

The King of Portugal, desiring a share in the new world, sent Gasper Cortereal upon a voyage of discovery, who sailed along the coast of North America, from Virginia northward to Newfoundland. He enticed a number of Indians on board his ships, and treacherously carried them to Portugal and sold them into slavery.

Men do not like to grow old.[1q] How gladly would they ever retain the freshness of youth! The longing to be young again became a passion with Ponce de Leon, Governor of Porto Rico. The gray hairs had come, and there were furrows in his cheeks. Poets had written of a fountain of perpetual youth — a stream so clear, and pure, and life-giving, that those who drank of it would be forever young and fair. De Leon resolved to go in quest of it, that, tasting its refreshing waters, he might ever be young.

He sailed from Porto Rico, with three vessels, in 1513. On Easter Sunday, which the Spaniards call Pasqua de Flores, he sighted land a few miles north of St. Augustine, and took possession of the country for the King of Spain, naming it Florida. He was charmed by its scenery — the wide-spreading live-oaks, the fan-leaved palmettos, the tangle of jessamine and honeysuckle, filling the air with fragrance; but vain his search for the fabled Fountain of Eternal Youth; and, after coasting along the shores, landing here and there and exploring the country, he returned to Porto Rico.

The Spaniards in the West Indies heard of the wonderful land of Mexico, inhabited by millions of people — a land of cities and villages, cultivated fields and gardens, abounding in silver and gold, advanced in arts and architecture, with schools, courts of justice, and great stone temples.

On the 15th of February, 1519, an expedition, commanded by Hernando Cortez[3], sailed from Ravenna to conquer the empire of the West, landing first in Yucatan; again at the mouth of the river Tobasco, in the Bay of Campeachy, fighting a battle on the banks of that stream, sweeping the Indians down like grain before the reaper by his cannon and volleys of musketry, beginning a series of conquests that made him master of the empire of the Montezumas, and extending the authority and dominion of Spain westward to the Pacific, and northward to the Colorado and the Rio Grande; establishing the religion of the Roman Catholic Church, and the language and civilization of Spain over that vast section of North America.

The Spaniards were in need of more slaves to work in their mines and cane-fields, and to obtain them Vasquez D’Ayllon visited the coast of South Carolina in 1520. He called the country Chicora, and entered the Combahee River, which he named the Jordan, and gave the name of St. Helen to the cape which bounds St. Helen’s Sound on the south. The Indians received him kindly, accepted his trinkets, flocked in great numbers on board the ships, when he treacherously seized them, hoisted his sails, and carried them away. But it was to little profit; for, knowing nothing of the Gulf Stream, one of his vessels was borne upon rocks by the current, and wrecked, while upon the other the captives sickened and died. D’Ayllon made his second appearance in St. Helen’s Sound in 1525, where one of his vessels was wrecked. The Indians attacked him, and drove him on board his ships, mortally wounding him. Instead of conquering them, and establishing the Spanish language and the Catholic religion in Carolina, as Cortez was doing in Mexico he returned to Cuba to die.

Francis I. was King of France. He had desired to be Emperor of Germany, but his rival, Charles V. of Spain, had been elected instead; besides this, the Pope had given the whole Western Continent to Spain.

“I should like to be shown the clause in the will of Adam which disinherits me in the New World!” he bitterly exclaimed.

Francis despatched John Verrazano on a voyage of discovery in the ship Dolphin from Dieppe, January 24th, 1524. He reached South Carolina in March, and sailed northward along the coast, entering Narragansett Bay and the harbor of Newport, R. I., passing around Cape Cod to the coast of Maine. He landed in many places, and had interviews with the Indians.

In January, 1525, Stephen Gomez sailed from Corunna, in Spain, entered the Hudson River on St. Anthony’s day, June 13th, named it St. Anthony. He seized some of the Indians, taking them to Spain and selling them. The country was cold, and he reported that Spaniards could not live there.

Hunger for gold, desire for conquest, zeal for the establishment of religion, thirst for adventure — are there any stronger motives than these to lead men to brave danger or endure hardships? Moved by such motives, Pamphilio Narvaez, Cabez de Vaca, and several hundred young men from the rich and noble families of Spain, sailed from the Guadalquiver for America, landing in Tampa Bay, on the west coast of Florida, April 14th, 1528, taking possession of the country for the King of Spain. The Indians that flocked around them were in possession of gold ornaments. When asked where they obtained them, they pointed to the north.

Narvaez marched in that direction. There were three hundred in the party, with horses and small cannon. Never before had the eyes of the adventurers beheld such gloomy solitudes — dense forests of pine, dark groves of cypress, wide-spreading oaks with long trails of gray moss drooping from the branches, magnolias filling the air with their overpowering fragrance. They toiled through swamps; bays, inlets, and rivers impeded their progress, and their way was blocked by decaying trees torn up by whirlwinds and blasted by lightning. They saw strange animals — the opossum, that carried its young in a pocket; panthers prowled around them, and bears. At every stream they were compelled to construct rafts. They had little to eat. They expected to find rich and populous Indian towns, but only beheld clusters of wigwams.

In August they were at St. Mark’s, on Appolodree Bay; but their ships had not arrived, nor did they ever see them again. They began the construction of boats, making their swords into saws and axes, their stirrups and the bits of their bridles into nails. They plundered the Indian corn-fields to obtain food, and ate their horses. They twisted the film of the palmetto and the hair of their horses’ manes and tails into ropes; calked the seams of the boats with grass, and smeared them with pitch; sewed their shirts together for sails; made water-bottles of the skins of their horses; and on the 2d of September embarked, two hundred and fifty in number, in five frail vessels, so deeply loaded that the gunwales were hardly six inches above the water. They seized some Indian canoes, split them in pieces, and built up the sides of their boats. Slowly they crept along the shore westward. On the 30th of October they reached the Mississippi, and tried to enter it, but the current swept them back. On the 5th of November two of their boats were wrecked not far from Galveston, and the others were driven out to sea. Of the company all but four — De Vasca, Dorantes, Castillo, and Estevarrico — perished. They made themselves at home among the Indians, learned their language, passed from tribe to tribe, travelled northward through Texas to the Canadian River and westward to the Rio Grande, and from thence to San Miguel, in Sonora, which they reached in 1536, where they found some of the soldiers of Cortez, who conducted them to the city of Mexico.

Jacques Cartier, a Frenchman, entered the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1534, and set up a cross at Gaspe, claiming the country for France. The next year he made a second voyage up the St. Lawrence, beheld the gloomy gorges of the Saguenay, and dropped anchor in the Bay of Orleans. Upon the northern shore, under a rocky cliff, was a cluster of wigwams; the Indians called the place Stadacone. Little did Cartier think that on the plateau behind the town the last decisive battle between France and England for supremacy in America would be fought; that upon the site of the wigwams would rise the city of Quebec. Cartier sailed up the river in a boat, to a town which the Indians called Hochelaga. A hill which overlooked the town and all the surrounding country he named Mont Royal — which time has changed to Montreal. The ice closed around Cartier’s ship before he could get away, and he spent the long winter at Stadacone, returning to France in the spring.

Cabeza de Vaca, who had experienced such hardships in his journey from Florida through Texas to Mexico, reached Cuba. His accounts of what he had seen fired the ardor of Ferdinand de Soto, Governor of the island, who had been with Pizarro in Peru. He resolved to conquer Florida, and landed on its western coast, near Hillsborough River, with six hundred men; marched north through Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, crossing the Mississippi near the boundary of Tennessee, exploring the country north to New Madrid, in Missouri, and west to the western boundary of Arkansas. At the mouth of the Rod River, De Soto died, and was buried beneath the waters of the Mississippi. The survivors of the party wandered in Louisiana till July, 1543, when they constructed boats, descended the Mississippi, reached the Gulf, and made their way west to the Spanish settlements in Mexico.

Cabeza de Vaca and his companions, while in Texas and Mexico, heard of a country still farther north which the Indians called Cibola. The Governor of Western Mexico, Coronado, resolved to conquer it. He despatched two vessels up the Gulf of California, which ascended the Colorado River about eighty-five miles beyond the present boundary between Mexico and the United States. Coronado himself with an army marched to Central Arizona, and eastward to Santa Fe, on the Rio Grande, claiming the country for the King of Spain.

While Coronado was marching through Arizona, Francis de la Roque and Cartier were planning the colonization of Canada. They made a settlement at Quebec, but the winter was cold, the emigrants pined for home, and they went back to France.

The Dominican priests in Cuba and Spain had set their hearts on converting the Indians of Florida, and, in 1549, Louis Cancella and several other priests endeavored to establish a mission. The Indians had not forgotten the cruelties of D’Ayllon, Narvaez, and De Soto, and in revenge killed several of the priests, and compelled the others to leave the country.

The Huguenots of France were heretics, and the Catholics were hunting them down. John Ribault, of Dieppe, turned his eyes to America as a place of refuge for himself and friends. He sailed to Carolina, and left twenty-six men to begin a settlement at Port Royal. When he returned to France civil war was raging, and he could send no supplies. The men at Port Royal were homesick. Their provisions failed. They built a small vessel and set sail. Some died, but the others were picked up by an English vessel and saved. Two years passed. There was a lull in the strife between Catholics and Protestants in France, and Ribault began another settlement, on the St. John’s River, in Florida. Several hundred Huguenots, with their families, weary of the strife in France, emigrated to Florida.

The news reached Spain. French heretics on Spanish soil! What an outrage! They were Frenchmen, and must be driven out: heretics — and must be exterminated. A heretic — one who did not recognize the Pope as head of the Church — must be put to the sword, as an enemy of God and man.

Philip Melendez, fired with zeal for the Church, stimulated by the preaching of the Jesuit priests and bishops, quickly gathered an army. The high-born sons of Spain enlisted under his banner to wipe out the insult to Spain and to the holy Catholic Church. A great company of priests joined in the enterprise. With twenty-five hundred men he made his appearance on the coast of Florida. It was St. Augustine’s day, and he discovered a beautiful harbor to which he gave the name of the saint. He approached Fort Carolina. Ribault’s vessels went out to meet him. A storm came on, and the French vessels were wrecked; but Melendez reached the harbor at St. Augustine. Fort Carolina was defenceless, and he marched overland, entered it without opposition, and massacred men, women, and children, old and young, sick and helpless, alike. A few men only escaped on two little vessels. Upon the smoldering ruins of the fort, amidst the ghastly forms of mangled corpses, Melendez reared a cross, with this inscription:

“NOT AS TO FRENCHMEN, BUT AS LUTHERANS.”

The Jesuit priests chanted a Te Deum, and, laden with the spoil, the army returned to St. Augustine.

The shipwrecked sailors of the French fleet, living on roots, frogs, and alligators, gave themselves up as prisoners. Their hands were tied behind them, and then the work of death began. Those who were Catholics were spared to become slaves; the others were inhumanly butchered.

Beneath the palmettos, on the banks where the alligators lay basking in the sun of the St. John’s, and on the beach of the St. Augustine, lay the mangled bodies of nine hundred men, women, and children, murdered through bigotry and hate; while over the gloomy scene priestly hands held the cross, emblem of love and peace, amidst the chantings of a Gloria to Almighty God.

The work of death done, the work of colonization began. Forts were built at St. Augustine, a town laid out, a chapel and houses erected. It was the first permanent settlement within the present boundaries of the United States, begun in 1565.

Intelligence of the horrible massacre reached the ears of Dominic de Gourges in France. He was a Huguenot and wealthy, but of what value was wealth with so terrible a crime unavenged? He sold his estates, purchased ships, enlisted one hundred and fifty men, sailed secretly, captured the garrison in a fort on the St. John’s, hung the captives upon the widespreading branches of the surrounding trees, with this inscription above them:

“NOT AS UNTO SPANIARDS, BUT AS TO MURDERERS.”

He was too weak to attack St. Augustine, and sailed for France, having only in part accomplished his purpose.

Sir Francis Drake, with three ships, had passed through the Straits of Magellan to wage war upon the Spaniards in Peru. One of his ships had been wrecked; the others had sailed he knew not where; but in the Pelican he carried havoc to the Spanish towns. In June, 1579, he was so far north off the coast of Oregon that his crew complained of the coll. In a spacious harbor — possibly in the Bay of San Francisco — he refitted his ships, made a map of the coast, and gave the name of New Albion to the country. From thence he sailed west across the Pacific, returning to England by the Cape of Good Hope.

Sir Humphrey Gilbert sailed from England in 1583, with five small vessels, on a voyage of discovery. On the 3d of August he dropped anchor in the harbor of St. John’s, Newfoundland, where he found thirty-six vessels. The crews were catching fish and drying them on the rocks. Sir Humphrey informed the fishermen that the island belonged to Queen Elizabeth, and that they must obey the laws of England. If any one said anything against it he was to have his ears cropped off, and lose his goods. The fishermen for many years had been drying their fish on the rocks, but now they were informed that they must pay for the privilege. It was the beginning of a controversy about fish which has lasted three hundred years, and which is not yet settled.

Having set up the authority of Elizabeth, Sir Humphrey sailed for England, but his vessel went down in a storm with all on board; the other vessel reached England in safety.

Sir Walter Raleigh had large ideas in regard to America, and greatly desired to have England obtain a foothold in the New World. He sent two vessels, commanded by Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlow, to explore the coast. They sailed south-west, and on the 3d of July, 1584, found themselves off the coast of North Carolina. They were kindly received by the Indians, and, upon their return to England, gave such a satisfactory account of the country that Sir Walter Raleigh sent a few men to establish a colony.

Sir Francis Drake was ranging the seas, destroying the ships, and plundering towns in the West Indies, which he called “singeing the beard of the King of Spain.” He plundered Porto Rico and St. Augustine, then sailed along the coast and discovered Sir Walter’s colony. The settlers longed to see England once more, and sailed with him for their old home. They had but just gone, however, when Sir Richard Grenville arrived at the abandoned settlement with supplies, which Sir Walter had sent. The houses were there, and the fields of wheat ready for the sickle. Sir Richard, not willing to give up the enterprise, landed fifteen men on Roanoke Island, with two years’ provisions, to hold the country against Spain; but the men quarrelled with the Indians, and were destroyed.

Sir Walter Raleigh, instead of being disheartened, sent out one hundred and fifty colonists to found the city of Raleigh. John White was governor; he laid out a town on Roanoke Island.

On the 18th of August, 1587, Mrs. Dare gave birth to a daughter, who was named Virginia — the first child of English parents born in America.
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