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“Every single creature is full of God


and is a book about God.”
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For


—Meister Eckhart


Nathan Boss, 1934–2023


Alive always with animal wonder


—G.B.


For my beloved dog Ketem, 2011–2023


—S.S
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Dear Reader,


This book is a kind of Advent calendar. The pages are numbered—Advent 1,



Advent 2, Advent 3—for the days of December leading to Christmas, like the


little doors on an Advent calendar. And like an Advent calendar, this book’s


“doors” are meant to be opened slowly, one—and only one—each day. This


will not be easy. The pictures are beautiful and the animals amazing and you


likely will want to rush ahead and see and read all twenty-five at once!


But in Advent, the season when sunlight is fading and cold is creeping


in, all creatures know that to be well, they must wait, they must slow their


usual way of doing things. You can join creatures in their Advent waiting by


staying with just one animal each day. On Advent 1, sink down with Painted


Turtle. On Advent 2, huddle with Muskrat. You’ll be excited to see who’s


waiting for you each day. By December 25, you will have discovered that the


animals companion us and speak to us.


I hope you enjoy getting to know and love these amazing Advent animals—


our creature kin.


Gayle
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To help you linger with each day’s animal


there is more animal wonderment


on pages 58–64.
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