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Introduction

Steptoe and Son is a classic British sitcom that ran on the BBC between 1962-74.

The
series has two iconic characters – Albert Steptoe and his rag and bone
man son Harold. Wildred Brambell as Albert and Harry H. Corbett as
Harold both give wonderful performances in the series. 

As well
as being a great comedy, Steptoe and Son has many dramatic elements and
social commentary relating to the relationship between father and son,
changes in society, their working class existence and their rather old
fashioned rag and bone trade.

Find out more about this iconic series in this Encyclopedia.



The Encyclopedia
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Adverts

In
1977 Harry H. Corbett and Wilfrid Brambell appeared in British
advertisements for Ajax cleaning products. Two ads were made and they
were filmed in Australia during a tour.

In 1981 they filmed
another British tv ad, this time for Kenco Coffee. This was their last
appearance together as Steptoe and Son.


And Afterwards At...

And
Afterwards At... is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first shown
on the 4th October 1965. It is the 1st episode of series 4.

Harold is getting married to Melanie. will it go to plan?

Also
stars  George A. Cooper as Uncle Arthur, Rose Hill as Auntie May,
Joan Newell as Aunt Ethel, Mollie Sugden as the bride’s mother, Karol
Hagar as Melanie, Robert Webber as the Vicar, Rita Webb as Auntie
Freda, Gretchen Franklin as Aunt Daphne, Fred Hugh as First Man, Leslie
Sarony as Melanie's father, George Tovey, George Hirste and Betty
Cardno.

Harold is going to marry at last - although he is
planning to carry on living at the house with Albert. When Melanie
decides to not go through with the wedding at the Church Harold is
upset, but Albert is pleased that the status quo can be resumed. This
one has a bigger than usual cast featuring the Steptoe clan.


And So to Bed

And
So to Bed is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first broadcast on
the 7th September 1974. It is the 2nd episode of series 8.

Harold's girlfriend is not impressed with his dirty old bed, so he buys a new one -  a water one!

Also features Lynn Farleigh as Marcia and Angus MacKay as Salesman.

This
is a good late episode. Harold again has to deal with a snooty salesman
who looks down on him when making a purchase. And of course it was
obvious what was going to happen to the water bed and what Albert was
going to do to it.


Any Old Iron

Any Old Iron is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It is the 3rd episode in series 5 and was first broadcast on the 20th March 1970.

An
elderly cultured antiques dealer - Timothy -  visits the Steptoes.
Harold sees the chance to have an intellectual friend who will help him
open an antiques shop. But Timothy is gay and interested in more than
friendship.

Also features Richard Hurndall as Timothy Stanhope, Valerie Bell as Dolly Miller and Roger Avon as the Policeman.

This
is not very politically correct but wonderful episode with Harold
seemingly unaware of the gay man's interest in him. Albert tries to
warn him, only to be told that he has "poof mania" by Harold!


Argent

Douglas Argent (1921-2010) was a British director and producer who produced and directed series 8 of Steptoe and Son.

His other work includes Till Death Do Us Part,The Liver Birds, Q8 and Q9, Never the Twain and Fawlty Towers.

He was born in Bexleyheath.
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Back in Fashion

Back
in Fashion is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first broadcast on
the 31st August 1974. It is the first series of series 8.

A photographer wants to use the Steptoes' yard as a location for a fashion shoot with some attractive models.

Also
features Madeline Smith as Carol, Roy Holder as the photographer, Peter
Birrel as the agent, Michael Earl as policeman, Ava Cadell, Christine
Donna, Sally Farmiloe, Claire Russel, Hazel Wilson.
A very farcical
episode of Steptoe with the models thinking Harold is blind due to his
sunglasses, and Albert looking through the keyholes and even the
ceiling to get a look at the models undressing. Of course Harold sees
the chance to be a model, but Albert is asked and is a success.


The Bath

The Bath is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first broadcast on the 10th January 1963. It is the 2nd episode of series 2.

Harold
wants a normal bath - he is fed up with the tin one they use in the
living room. He attempts to build one in Albert's room. When Harold
brings round a girlfriend, Albert has a bath in the tin bath in the
living room.

This episode also stars Yootha Joyce as Delilah, Harold's girlfriend, and Marjie Lawrence as Martine.

A great episode where Albert embarrasses Harold as usual disrupting his love life with his slovenly behaviour.


Bear

The bear seen in the Steptoes’ lounge was a real stuffed bear. 

After
the series ended it resided at Mr Potter's Museum of Curiosities at
Jamaica Inn on Bodmin Moor.  The museum sold the bear in 2003. It
can now be seen at the Museum of Comedy at Bloomsbury Way in London.


Bell

Valerie
Bell is a British actress who appears in 3 episodes of Steptoe and Son.
In The Bird (1962) she plays Roxanne. In Any Old Iron? (1970) she plays
Dolly Miller. In The Party (1973) she plays a party guest.

She
appears widely in British television in the 60s and 70s in programmes
such as Benny Hill, The Avengers, Armchair Theatre, The Saint, Z Cars
and The Sweeney.

Her film roles include Secrets of a Door-to-Door Salesman (1973) and Crossplot (1969).


Bird

Norman
Bird (1924-2005) was a British actor. He appears in two episodes of
Steptoe and Son: Without Prejudice (1970) where he plays the head of
the Residents' Association, and Men of Property (1970) where he plays
the Bank Manager.

A prolific character actor, he appears many film and television productions.

His
television work includes Fawlty Towers, Rising Damp, Department S, Ever
Decreasing Circles, Worzel Gummidge, and Hammer House of Mystery and
Suspense.

His film roles include The League of Gentlemen (1960),
Victim (1961), Maniac (1963), Young Winston (1972), The Medusa Touch
(1978), Omen III: The Final Conflict (1981).

Bird was born in Coalville in Leicestershire.


The Bird

The Bird is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first aired on the 14th June 1962. It is the first episode from series 1.

Harold
is attached to a woman and wants to bring her back to meet his father.
But Albert is determined to scupper the relationship, and uses his
usual brand of tricks to do so.

This episode features Valerie Bell as Roxanne, Harold's girlfriend.

Another
episode where Albert spoils things for Harold. When Harold's girlfriend
is late, Albert takes pleasure in teasing Harold about it, and when she
turns up late, Harold slams the door in his face. We then find that
horrible Albert has put the clock forward to trick Harold into thinking
his girlfriend is late, which is a typical Albert.


The Bonds That Bind Us

The
Bonds That Bind Us is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first
broadcast on the 11th February 1964. It is the 6th episode of series 3.

Albert
wins £1000 on the Premium Bonds. He refuses to share the money with
Harold (because Harold sold his share of the bonds to Albert
previously) and goes on a spending spree and smartens up his image, and
takes a girlfriend Madge who is interested in his new wealth.

Also features June Whitfield as Madge.

It
is interesting to see Albert cleaned up in this one! And course he goes
on a pending spree after gaining some money which he does several times
in the series.


A Box in Town

A Box in Town is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first shown on the 1st November 1965. It is the 5th episode of series 4.

Harold
brings a girlfriend back to the house, but Harold refuses to go to bed.
Harold then decides to get a bachelor pad - an attic bedsit flat.

Also stars Yootha Joyce as Avis, Majorie Rhodes, Freda Bamford, Annie Leake, and Hilda Barry.

Another
episode where Harold tries to have some independence and it is not too
successful. Ironically Albert uses the fact that Harold is not in the
house to entertain some women.


Brambell

Wilfrid Brambell (1912-72) was an Irish actor. He is one of the leads in the Steptoe and Son, playing Albert Steptoe.

Brambell's
film roles include The Quatermass Experiment (1953), Where the Bullets
Fly (1966), Witchfinder General (1968), A Hard Day's Night (1964),
Crooks in Cloisters (1964), Alice in Wonderland (1966), Carry On Again
Doctor (1969), Holiday on the Buses (1973), Sword of the Valiant (1984)
as Porter, The Terence Davies Trilogy (1983)

His other
television roles include Just William, All Creatures Great and Small,
Never Say Die, Oh Brother!, Armchair Theatre and Citizen James and
Nineteen Eighty-Four

He had many theatre roles, including as
landlord as Rooksby in Eric Chappell's The Banana Box -  this was
later adapted as the television sitcom Rising Damp.

Early on in
his career he had several roles as older men, and this led to him being
cast as Albert Steptoe who was older than Brambell: he was 49 in 1962
13 years older than Harry H. Corbett. The casting of a character actor
as Albert (as well as Harry H. Corbett) allowed the series to have
convincing dramatic scenes as well as the usual farce seen in a comedy
sitcom.

Brambell was born in Dublin. He worked as a reporter for
The Irish Times before becoming an actor at The Gate Theatre in Dublin.
He joined the British forces entertainment group ENSA during WWII.
After the war he gained roles in British television and film. He went
on to be a prolific character actor.

He had some problems in his personal life due to his homosexuality. He died of cancer aged 72 in London in 1985.
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Christmas Night with the Stars

Brambell and Corbett appeared on the BBC's Christmas variety show Christmas Night with the Stars on 1962 and 1967.

In 1962 they played the Steptoes in a sketch written by Galton and Simpson. No copies of the sketch are available.

In 1967 they again performed in the show in a short filmed sketch written by Galton and Simpson. This still exists.


Clackett

Dolly Clackett is a local girl who Harold often dates. She is mentioned several times in the series - but never actually seen.


The Colour Problem

The
Colour Problem is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It is the 5th episode
of series 5. It was first broadcast on the 3rd April 1970.

Harold
wants to buy a sports car to impress his girlfriend Muriel. But Albert
wants a colour television to replace their old black and white one.

Also features Anthony Sharp as the Doctor, Geoffrey Adams as a Policeman and Carmel Cryan as Muriel.

Harold
is determined to buy his car so he can have some fun with his
girlfriend. But after he does so Albert goes missing and ends up in
hospital with amnesia. He again uses illness to get his way and make
Harold feel guilty.


Come Dancing

Come
Dancing is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It is the 2nd episode of
series 6. It was first broadcast on the 9th November 1970.

The colour version of this episode is available.

Harold wants to woo a woman who is a big fan of ballroom dancing; but Harold can't dance. Albert teaches him.

Also features Tony Melody as the Milkman.

A
classic episode with Albert showing off another of his talents -
dancing. Although this time it does not work out for Harold with the
twist ending: Harold has been taught the women's steps.


Cooper

George
A. Cooper (1925-) is an English actor. He appears in 2 episodes of
Steptoe and Son: And Afterwards (1965) and Oh What a Beautiful Morning
(1972) where he appears as Uncle Arthur.

Born in Yorkshire,
Cooper has had many roles in television and film such as Dracula Has
Risen From the Grave (1968), Bless This House (1972), Tom Jones (1963),
Grange Hill, Some Mothers Do Ave Em The Avengers, Doctor Who and The
Saint. He also worked in theatre.


Corbett

Harry H. Corbett OBE (1925-1982) was a British actor. He is one of the leads in Steptoe and Son with his role as Harold Steptoe.

His
other television roles include: The Adventures of Robin Hood, Theatre
70, Studio 4, The Edgar Wallace Mystery Theatre, Mr Aitch, Armchair
Theatre, The Best Things in Life, Potter and Tales From the Unexpected.

His
film roles include Ladies Who Do (1963), The Big Day (1960), The Bargee
(1964), The Sandwich Man (1966), Carry on Screaming! (1966), The
Magnificent Seven Deadly Sins (1971), Percy's Progress (1974), Hardcore
(1977), Jabberwocky (1977), Silver Dream Racer (1980).

He worked widely in the theatre - Corbett was a student of Stanislavski's system.

Corbett
was born in Burma. He moved to Manchester to live with his aunt when he
was 18 months old. He served with the Royal Marines in WWII. After the
war Corbett trained as a radiographer before taking up acting. He used
the name Harry H. Corbett as there was already a Harry Corbett in the
showbiz world - the Sooty puppeteer.

Early in his career he plays tough characters due to his brooding looks. He was called “England’s Marlon Brando”.

Galton
and Simpson decided to cast him as Harold Steptoe in their one off play
The Offer in 1962. This was the start of Corbett's iconic role.

Corbett said:

"I
had met Galton and Simpson and told them how much I admired their work,
and I really did, and I said to them if they ever felt I could work
with them then...well, I never envisaged in a thousand years going into
light entertainment. I looked at what was on television and the only
thing making any, I don't know, social comment was the Hancocks, the
Eric Sykes, this kind of half hour comedy programme, you see. And ooh,
I did envy them. Anyway, they remembered this conversation, clearly,
and this thing about the rag and bone men thumped through the door. I
read it, and immediately wired back - 'delicious, delighted, can't wait
to work on it". 

Corbett was known as a serious actor, but his
role in the popular Steptoe and Son meant that he was typecast as a
more comic actor. Some have suggested that this ruined his career, but
he still had varied roles after his casting as Steptoe, although
Corbett accepted that the role changed the nature of his acting career.

Corbett died aged only 57 of a heart attack in 1982.

  
Crossed Swords

Crossed Swords is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first shown on the 11th October 1965. It is the 2nd episode of series 4.

Harold
buys a Meissen porcelain figurine. An antiques dealer offers £250, but
he decides to auction it to get a better price. The Steptoes try and
raise the bidding price themselves at the auction.

Also stars
Derek Nimmo as Antique Shop Proprietor, Basil Dignam, Mark Singleton,
Ralph Nossek, Tim Buckland, Philip Howard, William Raynor, Frank
Littlewood and Peter Thompson.

A fun episode - typical of Galton
and Simpson's writing. Here Harold again does a bit of bad business
because of his greed and incompetence in trying to raise the price of
the figurine at the auction.


Cuckoo in the Nest

Cuckoo
in the Nest is an episode of Steptoe and Son. It was first broadcast on
the 21st December 1970 and is the 8th and last episode of series 6.

The colour version of this episode survives.

Albert's
long lost Australian son Arthur turns up. Albert pampers him giving him
money and allowing him not to work even though he is given a share of
the company. Harold becomes jealous.

Also stars Kenneth J. Warren as Arthur and Edwin Brown as Taxi Driver.

Albert
is not very nice to Harold here spoiling Arthur whilst Harold has to
work hard. Again Harold leaves and sets up his own business and is not
a great success.


The Curse of Steptoe

The
Curse of Steptoe is a television play about the making of Steptoe and
Son and the relationship between Corbett and Brambell. It was first
shown in 2008 on BBC4.

Jason Isaacs played Harry H. Corbett, and Phil Davis played Wilfrid Brambell. The writer was Brian Frills.

The
play shows the lives and relationship of the actors during the duration
of the television series. It shows how Corbett was typecast and unable
to find work outside of Steptoe and Son, even though he was a talented
actor before taking the part. Brambell's private life with his
alcoholism and homosexuality are also depicted.

The Curse of
Steptoe gained great reviews and viewing figures. But there were
complaints from Corbett's family and Galton and Simpson that the play
was not a truthful depiction of Corbett and Bramble.

Galton and Simpson said:
"during
this entire period [that the series was made] we were unaware of any
conflict between the actors save from the occasional gritting of
Wilfrid's false teeth when Harry had the perceived audacity to give him
a little direction. At all other times they were the acme of
professionalism."

We didn't recognise any of that. Really
didn't. Any notion of friction or hatred between Corbett and Brambell
was inaccurate. They worked beautifully together."

Harry H. Corbett's nephew said:

"the
drama was inaccurate and defamatory. In addition to numerous factual
errors, he two actors did not hate each other, and that the suggestion
that Steptoe and Son ruined either actor's career was nonsense."

Because
of complaints, the BBC revised the play twice on repeats - once by 23
seconds, and then by 69 seconds. A disclaimer was shown at the start:

"The
following drama is inspired by the lives of real people. For the
purpose of the narrative some events have been invented or conflated."

The
BBC Trust Editorial Standards Committee subsequently stated that the
play did not conform to Fairness and Accuracy guidelines because of the
inaccurate depictions of Corbett and Brambell. The DVDs of the play
were withdrawn.
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