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TO  THE MEMORY OF


   


  C. S. Lewis


  and Clyde Kilby


   


  who taught me there is always


  more to see in what I see
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Who   was Jesus Christ? That’s the question I will try to answer. But my aim   is not for you to be neutral about him. That would be cruel. Seeing and   savoring Jesus Christ is the most important seeing and savoring you will   ever do. Eternity hangs on it. So my aim is that you see him as solid   truth and savor him with great joy. 


When I speak of seeing Jesus Christ, I don’t mean seeing   with the eyes of your head, but the eyes of your heart. When he was   about to leave this world and return to God the Father, Jesus said, “You   will not see me” until you “see the Son of Man . . . coming with the   clouds of heaven” (John 16:17; Mark 14:62). At that time people could   see him with their physical eyes. But now , the Bible says, we walk by   faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). He is not here to see   physically. He is in heaven until he comes again to be seen by everyone. 


But   the Bible does say that we may see Jesus in another sense. It speaks of   “the eyes of your hearts” (Ephesians 1:18). It speaks of “seeing the   light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2   Corinthians 4:4). Jesus himself spoke of two kinds of seeing. He said of   the uncomprehending crowds, “ Seeing they do not see”   (Matthew 13:13). One kind is seeing with physical eyes, and the other is   with spiritual eyes. When we see with our spiritual eyes, we see the   truth and beauty and value of Jesus Christ for what they really are.   Thus a blind person today may see Christ more clearly than many who have   eyes. 


Everyone   can read the stories of Jesus and “see” the portraits painted by the   words of those who knew him. But not everyone sees truth and beauty and   infinite value. Some see only myth. Some see foolishness. Some see   offense. “Seeing they do not see.” It is as though a child should look   at a Michelangelo and prefer a comic strip. 


Savoring Jesus   Christ is the response to this second kind of seeing. When you see   something as true and beautiful and valuable, you savor it. That is, you   treasure it. You cherish and admire and prize it. Spiritual seeing and   spiritual savoring are so closely connected that it would be fair to   say: If you don’ t savor Christ, you haven’ t seen Christ for who he is.   If you don’ t prize him above all things, you haven’t apprehended his   true worth. 


The   aim of this book is to help you see and savor Christ. The only way for   this to happen is to use your physical eyes and ears to see or hear the   testimonies to Jesus Christ   told by those who knew him when he was here. That is why these chapters   are permeated with Bible quotations. It is not my word that counts, but   God’ s. He has borne witness to his Son. His witness is compelling. May   he give you eyes to see and hearts to savor. 






 


 


 




The heavens declare


the glory of God.


      PSALM 1 9 : 1


   


   


   


  God, who said, “Light shall


        shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts


        to give the light of the knowledge


        of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.


        2 CORINTHIANS 4 : 6
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SEEING AND SAVORING


THE GLORY OF GOD


 


The Ultimate Aim of Jesus Christ
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The created universe is all about glory. The deepest longing   of the human heart and the deepest meaning of heaven and earth are   summed up in this: the glory of God. The universe was made to show it,   and we were made to see it and savor it. Nothing less will do. Which is   why the world is as disordered and as dysfunctional as it is. W e have   exchanged the glory of God for other things (Romans 1:23). 


“The   heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 19:1). That is why all the   universe exists. It’s all about glory. The Hubble Space Telescope sends   back infrared images of faint galaxies perhaps twelve billion   light-years away (twelve billion times six trillion miles). Even within   our Milky W ay there are stars so great as to defy description, like Eta   Carinae, which is five million times brighter than our sun. 


Sometimes   people stumble over this vastness in relation to the apparent   insignificance of man. It does seem to make us infinitesimally small.   But the meaning of this magnitude is not mainly about us. It’s about   God. “The heavens declare the glory ofGod,” says the Scripture.   The reason for “wasting” so much space on a universe to house a speck of   humanity is to make a point about our Maker, not us. “Lift up your eyes   on high and see: who created these [stars]? He who brings out their   host by number , calling them all by name, by the greatness of his   might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing” (Isaiah   40:26). 


The   deepest longing of the human heart is to know and enjoy the glory of   God. We were made for this. “Bring my sons from afar and my daughters   from the end of the earth ... whom I created for my glory,” says   the Lord (Isaiah 43:6-7). To see it, to savor it, and to show it—that is   why we exist. The untracked, unimaginable stretches of the created   universe are a parable about the inexhaustible “riches of his glory”   (Romans 9:23). The physical eye is meant to say to the spiritual eye,   “Not this, but the Maker of this, is the Desire of your soul.” Saint   Paul said, “W e rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5:2). Or,   even more precisely, he said that we were “prepared beforehand for   glory” (Romans 9:23). This is why we were created—that he might “make   known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy” (Romans 9:23). 


The   ache in every human heart is an ache for this. But we suppress it and   do not see fit to have God in our knowledge (Romans 1:28). Therefore the   entire creation has fallen into disorder. The most prominent example of   this in the Bible is the disordering of our sexual lives. Paul says   that the exchange of the glory of God for other things is the root cause   for the homosexual (and heterosexual) disordering of our relationships.   “Their women exchanged natural relations for those that are   contrary to nature .. . the men likewise gave up natural relations with   women and were consumed with passion for one another” (Romans 1:2627).   If we exchange God’s glory for lesser things, he gives us up to   lived-out parables of depravity—the other exchanges that mirror, in our   misery, the ultimate sellout. 


The   point is this: We were made to know and treasure the glory of God above   all things; and when we trade that treasure for images, everything is   disordered. The sun of God’s glory was made to shine at the center of   the solar system of our soul. And when it does, all the planets of our   life are held in their proper orbit. But when the sun is displaced,   everything flies apart. The healing of the soul begins by restoring the   glory of God to its flaming, all-attracting place at the center. 


We   are all starved for the glory of God, not self. No one goes to the   Grand Canyon to increase self-esteem. Why do we go? Because there is   greater healing for the soul in beholding splendor than there is in   beholding self. Indeed, what could be more ludicrous in a vast and   glorious universe like this than a human being, on the speck called   earth, standing in front of a mirror trying to find significance in his   own self-image? It is a great sadness that this is the gospel of the   modern world. 


But it is not the Christian Gospel. Into the darkness of petty self-preoccupation has shone “the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). The Christian Gospel is about “the glory of Christ,” not about me. And when it is—in   some measure—about me, it is not about my being made much of by God,   but about God mercifully enabling me to enjoy making much of him   forever. 
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