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Realistic River Otter Carving Project for the Chainsaw is an original work, first published in 2025 by Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc. The patterns contained herein are copyrighted by the author. Readers may make copies of these patterns for personal use. The patterns themselves, however, are not to be duplicated for resale or distribution under any circumstances. Any such copying is a violation of copyright law.


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright holders.
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Mount Joy, PA 17552


We are always looking for talented authors.


To submit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.




Because working with chainsaws and other materials inherently includes the risk of injury and damage, this book cannot guarantee that creating the projects in this book is safe for everyone. For this reason, this book is sold without warranties or guarantees of any kind, expressed or implied, and the publisher and the author disclaim any liability for any injuries, losses, or damages caused in any way by the content of this book or the reader’s use of the tools needed to complete the projects presented here. The publisher and the author urge all readers to thoroughly review each project and to understand the use of all tools before beginning any project.




For a printable PDF of the templates used in this book, please contact Fox Chapel Publishing at customerservice@foxchapelpublishing.com, with Realistic River Otter Carving Project for the Chainsaw 978-1-4971-0571-3 in the subject line.













Introduction



Otters are one of my favorite subjects to carve. They are excellent swimmers and river otters can hold their breath underwater for as long as eight minutes! Their long and narrow bodies create a streamlined movement through the water and their short legs and webbed feet allow them to swim fast. I love to give my carved otters the feeling of weightlessness and joy that the real animals exhibit in nature. Although this is not a beginner project, anyone with some chainsaw carving experience can accomplish it with a little practice. Keep in mind that meeting your cuts accurately and realizing your depth while plunge-cutting will help you achieve a crisp carving with no overcuts.
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