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Kimbo Slice






Kevin Ferguson (February 8, 1974 – June 6, 2016), better known as Kimbo Slice, was a Bahamian-born American mixed martial artist, boxer, wrestler and occasional actor. He became noted for mutual combat street fights which were spread across the Internet, leading Rolling Stone to call him "The King of the Web Brawlers".[2]

Slice left the underground fighting scene and signed a professional contract with EliteXC[image: External link] in 2007. Slice competed in The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights,[3] where he lost in his first fight to series winner Roy Nelson. In his UFC debut, Slice defeated Houston Alexander in The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights finale. From January 2015 until his death in June 2016, Slice was under contract with Bellator MMA[image: External link].[4]



TOP
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 Early life




Ferguson was born in Nassau, Bahamas, but moved to the United States as a child, growing up in Cutler Ridge, Florida.[5] Ferguson was raised with his two brothers by mother[6] Rosemary Clarke.[7] He went to Bel-Air Elementary School,[5] where Ferguson was reportedly involved in his first fight at 13 as he tried to defend a friend. Ferguson continued his studies at Cutler Ridge Middle School and later attended Richmond Heights Middle School.[8] He attended Miami Palmetto High School, where he was the star middle linebacker.[9] In 1992, his house in Perrine, Florida was destroyed by Hurricane Andrew,[7] forcing him to live in his 1987 Nissan Pathfinder for a month.[10]

For college, he attended both Bethune-Cookman University and the University of Miami, where he held an athletic scholarship[11] and studied criminal justice.[7] He was there for a year and a half.[12] In 1997, he had a tryout with the Miami Dolphins[image: External link] and was part of the pre-season squad but was unable to secure a spot on the first team.[8][13] Slice's cousin is United States judoka Rhadi Ferguson.[14]
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 Early career




Ferguson started working as a bouncer for a strip club until high school friend and career-long manager, Mike Imber, offered him a job as a limousine driver and bodyguard for RK Netmedia, better known as Reality Kings, a Miami-based pornography production/promotion company responsible for a number of popular adult subscription websites.[9][10] Ferguson maintained close ties with Reality Kings through the rest of his life; company representatives accompanied him, as his fight entourage, under the name Team Kimbo.

In 2002, he was charged with carrying a concealed weapon[10] and in 2003, he began his career in unsanctioned mutual combat street fights. They were distributed through the Internet, mainly through the adult website SublimeDirectory and YouTube. In his first taped fight against a man named Big D, Ferguson left a large cut on his opponent's right eye which led Internet fans to call him Slice, becoming the last name to his already popular childhood nickname, Kimbo.[10]

His only on-tape street fight loss was against Sean Gannon, a Boston police officer who also trains in MMA. The popularity of the fight propelled both men into the MMA spotlight.[15]
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 Mixed martial arts career




In 2005, Slice started training in martial arts at the Freestyle Fighting Academy under Marcos Avellan and David Avellan[image: External link]. At first, Slice was training exclusively for street boxing, focusing on bare-knuckle techniques, dirty boxing from the clinch, and elbows - but then he began to develop an interest for MMA. Slice signed to make his MMA debut against former WBO Heavyweight champion and Olympic gold-medalist boxer Ray Mercer at Cage Fury Fighting Championships 5, in Atlantic City on June 23, 2007. A month prior to the fight, Slice switched camps and was trained by retired MMA fighter Bas Rutten and boxing instructor Randy Khatami at Rutten's school, EliteMMA, in Thousand Oaks, California.[16]

Slice made his MMA debut against former WBO Heavyweight champion and Olympic gold-medalist boxer Ray Mercer[image: External link] at Cage Fury Fighting Championships 5[image: External link], in Atlantic City on June 23, 2007. The match was scheduled as a three-round exhibition utilizing all professional rules of MMA combat. Slice defeated Mercer with a guillotine choke at 1:12 into the first round.[17] CFFC V sold 20,000 ppv buys [18]In a post-fight interview, Slice stated that he would like to fight David "Tank" Abbott. Abbott, who was a spectator, stood up from his seat and accepted the call out. One of the matchmakers for CFFC[image: External link] asked Slice for his assurance so that an October 12 bout at Cage Fury Fighting Championships 6 between Slice and "Tank" Abbott could be organized. This event was later canceled due to a promotion dispute. On October 11, 2007, ProElite announced that they had signed Slice to a deal and that he would make his debut on the November 10, 2007 EliteXC.[19] He was originally set to make his professional MMA debut against Mike Bourke, a reformed street fighter, but a shoulder injury from Bourke led him to face Bo Cantrell.[20] Slice defeated Cantrell 19 seconds into the first round by submission due to strikes.
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 Elite XC




On February 16, 2008, Slice fought Tank Abbott in the main event at EliteXC: Street Certified. He won by KO 43 seconds into the first round due to strikes. At the fight his weight was announced at an all-time low of 234 lb (106 kg), a far cry from his street fighting days of 280 lb (130 kg).

On May 31, 2008, Slice fought in the main event of the first ever mixed martial arts event shown on prime time network television, EliteXC: Primetime. Though one of the judges had each fighter winning one of the first two rounds, Slice's opponent James Thompson won both on total points[21][22][23] by repeatedly taking down Slice and grounding and pounding. In the opening seconds of the third round, however, Slice threw a haymaker[image: External link] to Thompson's left ear, which ruptured Thompson's cauliflower. This was soon followed by three unanswered punches to a standing Thompson, which led to a referee stoppage and the controversial win for Slice. Fellow EliteXC competitor Brett Rogers was particularly critical of Slice's victory, calling Slice's performance "garbage" in a post fight interview.[24] Frank Mir was also a critic of Slice, stating in an interview that "every time Kimbo Slice fights, it sets (mixed martial arts) back".[25]

On October 4, 2008, a Kimbo Slice vs. Ken Shamrock fight was supposed to take place at the BankAtlantic Center[image: External link] in Sunrise, Florida as part of CBS' Saturday Night Fights.[26][27] However, Shamrock received a cut to the left eye during a warm-up only hours before the fight was to take place.[28] This left the head of fight operations, Jeremy Lappen, to choose a replacement for the fight. Options were Seth Petruzelli[image: External link], Aaron Rosa and Frank Shamrock[image: External link]. Slice's team stated they did not want him fighting Frank no matter how much money was offered to them, so Lappen decided that Petruzelli was the best option for the main event. Slice agreed to take the fight after receiving a raise in pay, and took in $500,000.[29] Petruzelli defeated Slice by TKO 14 seconds into the first round of the bout.[30]

Interviewed on Orlando radio show The Monsters in the Morning two days after the fight, Seth Petruzelli said that when they offered him a spot in the main event, EliteXC promoters added monetary incentives to dissuade him from using certain fighting techniques against Slice, in an attempt to protect their relatively unproven Internet star.



	“
	The promoters kinda hinted to me and they gave me the money to stand and throw with him, they didn't want me to take him down. Let's just put it that way. It was worth my while to try and stand up punch him.[31]

	”




This added to the controversy surrounding the representation of Slice as a top flight martial artist by CBS and EliteXC.[32] The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation started a preliminary investigation on the events surrounding the fight and its outcome.[33]

However, Petruzelli retracted this statement a few hours later, claiming in a follow-up interview with MMA website FiveOuncesofPain.com that his previous comments on The Monsters had been misinterpreted.



	“
	What was meant to be said was that I wanted to keep the fight standing for myself because I knew that was what the crowd, the promoters, and everyone wanted to see because that's more exciting than just taking someone to the ground. That was my thing only. I wanted to keep it exciting so I decided to keep it standing. It had nothing to do with anybody else. That was all me.[34]

	”




On October 23, 2008, the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation concluded its investigation of the bout and found no wrongdoing.[35] By the end of October 2008, EliteXC was forced to file for bankruptcy.[36] Many in the mixed martial arts community, including Jay Thompson, executive consultant to the company, attributed EliteXC and ProElite's failure due to Slice's loss to Seth Petruzelli.[37]
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 Ultimate Fighting Championship




After Elite Xtreme Combat ceased operations, Dana White stated that if Slice wanted to compete in the Ultimate Fighting Championship he would have to win his way in by competing on The Ultimate Fighter TV show. White went on to say that he might create a show with heavyweights just for Kimbo Slice if he wanted in.[38] That statement became reality on June 1, when Kevin Iole of Yahoo.com stated Slice would participate in The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights.

The coaches for the show were Quinton Jackson[image: External link] and Rashad Evans, both former UFC Light Heavyweight Champions.[39] Slice was the number one pick for Rampage and the second pick overall. In his first fight of the show, Slice was defeated by Roy Nelson via TKO stoppage in the second round after repeated punches to the head in the crucifix position.[40] Slice later turned down the opportunity to take Matt Mitrione's place in the quarter finals after it was revealed that he had arthritis in his knee.

Slice fought Houston Alexander on December 5, 2009, at The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights Finale at a catchweight of 215 pounds.[41] In a fight that many thought would not leave the first round, Alexander would instead spend most of the first and third rounds circling Slice tentatively with little engagement. In the second round, however, Slice landed a back suplex on Alexander, which very well may have tipped the judges' scorecards in his favor. Slice would win the bout by unanimous decision (29–28, 29–28, 30–27) and Alexander would be cut from the promotion only days later.

On May 8, 2010, Slice made his pay-per-view and official heavyweight debut at UFC 113 versus Matt Mitrione, losing in the second round via a TKO.[42] Following the loss, Dana White stated that it was "probably Kimbo's last fight in the UFC".[43] His release was confirmed the following day, alongside welterweight Paul Daley[image: External link].[44]
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 Bellator MMA




On January 16, 2015, nearly five years since his last MMA fight, Bellator MMA[image: External link] announced that Slice had signed a multi-fight deal.[4] He defeated Ken Shamrock by first-round TKO in his June 19 debut at Bellator 138.[45] Some observers noted the fight appeared to be fixed, like a professional wrestling match.[46][47] Bellator commentator Jimmy Smith accredited the fight looking as it did to Shamrock's lack of technique and durability, and said if it was fixed, Bellator wasn't in on the deal.[48]

On February 19, 2016, at Bellator 149[image: External link], Slice faced Dada 5000. The duo had a big rivalry between them due to their old street fight legacies they had in Perrine, Florida. After a back and forth fight, Slice won the fight via TKO when Dada collapsed from apparent exhaustion in the third round.[49] Following the bout it was reported that Slice had failed his pre-fight drug test. Lab results found traces of the anabolic steroid nandrolone. He was also found to have an elevated testosterone/epitestosterone (T/E) ratio of 6.4:1, which is above the maximum allowed limit of 4:1. On May 2, 2016, it was revealed that Slice had settled with the Texas Athletic Commission with a fine of $2,500 and a revoking of his license in the state of Texas. The result of the bout has also been changed to a no contest.[50] Despite being widely panned by critics, the fight attracted approximately 2.5 million viewing households, breaking the Bellator record of 2.4 million, set by Kimbo vs Shamrock.[51]

In April 2016, Bellator President Scott Coker announced on ESPN’s SportsCenter that Slice would have a rematch against James Thompson in the main event of Bellator 158, which would take place on July 16, 2016 at London’s O2 Arena.[52] Slice died of heart failure before this fight could happen.
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 Boxing career




In August 2010, Slice announced his intention to become a professional boxer. He stated "I feel like a baby all over again. I'm thinking about this at night. I'm gonna be a problem in the heavyweight[image: External link] division. I'm going to be coming in with a bad demeanor. I want to see what it's like to break some ribs, break a jaw with one punch. This is a career move. I love fighting. I like to knock people the fuck out. I love engaging. Maybe some people think I'm crazy."[53]

Roy Jones, Jr.[image: External link] had said he would like to fight Slice, but that Slice would likely need a number of boxing matches beforehand in order to gain experience and exposure in the sport.[54]

Slice made his pro boxing debut on August 13, 2011. Slice fought in a four-round headlining attraction against 39-year-old James Wade (0-1) at the Buffalo Run Casino in Miami, Oklahoma.[55] He won the fight via KO at 0:10 in the first round.[56]

On October 15, Slice returned to the boxing ring, defeating Tay Bledsoe (2-3) via KO in the first round.[57] On December 30, he defeated Charles Hackmann (0-1) by unanimous decision, winning three out of four rounds.[58]

Slice's next fight was in Australia on the Anthony Mundine vs Daniel Geale[image: External link] undercard on January 30, 2013.[59] He defeated Shane Tilyard (6-6) by TKO in the second round.[60]
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 Professional wrestling




Slice was to make his debut in professional wrestling on February 9, 2011, against former sumo wrestler Shinichi Suzukawa at the Inoki Genome Federation's "Genome 14" event in Fukuoka[image: External link], Japan[image: External link];[61] he pulled out of the match due to getting injured during practice.[62]
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 Other media coverage




A series called "Junk Yard Training" was released on yardbarker.com and youtube.com that featured LaDainian Tomlinson[image: External link], running back for the San Diego Chargers, training in Kimbo's backyard. In 2009, Kimbo starred in an antivirus software advertisement called Caterpillar vs. Kimbo.[63]

Slice was featured on The Iron Ring, a television series airing on BET that features MMA prospects. Slice was part of the selection process for the participants.[64] He made his official acting debut when playing Bludge on Nickelodeon[image: External link]'s holiday special, Merry Christmas, Drake & Josh.
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 Death




On June 5, 2016, Slice was admitted to a hospital near his home in Coral Springs, Florida.[65] He died of heart failure a short time later, after a mass on his liver was also diagnosed.[66] Scott Coker, CEO of Bellator MMA, said: "We are all shocked and saddened by the devastating and untimely loss of Kimbo Slice, a beloved member of the Bellator family."[67]
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 Personal life




Slice had six children: three sons and three daughters.[7][8] At the time of his death, he was engaged to his long-time girlfriend.[68]
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 Professional boxing record






	7 Wins (6 knockouts, 1 decision), 0 Losses, 0 Draws[69]



	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Type
	Round
	Date
	Location
	Notes



	Win
	7–0
	Shane Tilyard
	KO
	2 (4), 2:09
	2013-01-30
	Entertainment Centre, Sydney, New South Wales
	



	Win
	6–0
	Howard Jones
	KO
	1 (4), 0:57
	2012-10-06
	Buffalo Run Casino, Miami, Oklahoma
	



	Win
	5–0
	Jesse Porter
	KO
	1 (4), 0:36
	2012-05-12
	Lucky Star Casino, Concho, Oklahoma
	



	Win
	4–0
	Brian Green
	KO
	4 (4), 2:57
	2012-03-24
	O'Reilly Center, Springfield, Missouri
	



	Win
	3–0
	Charles Hackmann
	UD
	4
	2011-12-30
	Buffalo Run Casino, Miami, Oklahoma
	



	Win
	2–0
	Tay Bledsoe
	KO
	1 (4), 2:17
	2011-10-15
	Heartland Events Center, Grand Island, Nebraska
	



	Win
	1–0
	James Wade
	KO
	1 (4), 0:17
	2011-08-13
	Buffalo Run Casino, Miami, Oklahoma
	Professional debut.
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 Mixed martial arts record






	Professional record breakdown
	



	8 matches
	5 wins
	2 losses



	By knockout
	3
	2



	By submission
	1
	0



	By decision
	1
	0



	No contests
	1






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	NC
	5–2 (1)
	Dada 5000
	NC (overturned)[70]
	Bellator 149
	February 19, 2016
	3
	1:32
	Houston, Texas, United States
	Originally a TKO win for Slice; overturned after testing positive for nandrolone and elevated T/E ratio[image: External link].



	Win
	5–2
	Ken Shamrock
	TKO (punches)
	Bellator 138
	June 19, 2015
	1
	2:22
	St. Louis, Missouri, United States
	232 lb catchweight fight



	Loss
	4–2
	Matt Mitrione
	TKO (punches)
	UFC 113
	May 8, 2010
	2
	4:24
	Montreal[image: External link], Quebec, Canada
	



	Win
	4–1
	Houston Alexander
	Decision (unanimous)
	Ultimate Fighter 10 Finale
	December 5, 2009
	3
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	215 lb catchweight fight



	Loss
	3–1
	Seth Petruzelli[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	EliteXC: Heat
	October 4, 2008
	1
	0:14
	Sunrise, Florida, United States
	



	Win
	3–0
	James Thompson
	TKO (punches)
	EliteXC: Primetime
	May 31, 2008
	3
	0:38
	Newark, New Jersey, United States
	



	Win
	2–0
	Tank Abbott
	KO (punches)
	EliteXC: Street Certified
	February 16, 2008
	1
	0:43
	Miami, Florida, United States
	



	Win
	1–0
	Bo Cantrell
	Submission (punches)
	EliteXC: Renegade
	November 10, 2007
	1
	0:19
	Corpus Christi, Texas, United States
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 Mixed martial arts exhibition record






	Exhibition record breakdown
	



	2 matches
	1 win
	1 loss



	By knockout
	0
	1



	By submission
	1
	0






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	Loss
	1–1
	Roy Nelson
	TKO (punches)
	The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights
	June 10, 2009
	2
	2:01
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights Preliminary round



	Win
	1–0
	Ray Mercer[image: External link]
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	Cage Fury Fighting Championships V[image: External link]
	June 23, 2007
	1
	1:12
	Atlantic City, New Jersey, United States
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Film/Television
	Role



	2008
	Merry Christmas, Drake & Josh
	Television
	Bludge



	2009
	Blood and Bone
	Film
	J.C.



	2010
	Locked Down
	Film
	King



	2010
	Circle of Pain
	Film
	Reg



	2012
	The Scorpion King 3: Battle for Redemption
	Film
	Zulu Kondo
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Nassau, Bahamas






Nassau (/'naeso: /[image: External link]) is the capital[image: External link], largest city, and commercial centre of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas[image: External link]. The city has an estimated population of 274,400 as of 2016, or 70 percent of the entire population of the Bahamas.[3] Lynden Pindling International Airport[image: External link], the major airport for the Bahamas, is located about 16 kilometres (9.9 mi) west of Nassau city centre, and has daily flights to major cities in Canada, the Caribbean[image: External link], the United Kingdom and the United States. The city is located on the island of New Providence[image: External link], which functions much like a business district[image: External link]. Nassau is the site of the House of Assembly and various judicial departments and was considered historically to be a stronghold of pirates.[4] The city was named in honour of William III of England, Prince of Orange-Nassau[image: External link].

Nassau's modern growth began in the late eighteenth century, with the influx of thousands of American Loyalists[image: External link] and their slaves to the Bahamas following the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]. Many of them settled in Nassau (then and still the commerce capital of the Bahamas) and eventually came to outnumber the original inhabitants.

As the population of Nassau grew, so did its populated areas. Today the city dominates the entire island and its satellite, Paradise Island[image: External link]. However, until the post-Second World War era, the outer suburbs scarcely existed. Most of New Providence was uncultivated bush until Loyalists were resettled there following the American Revolutionary War; they established several plantations, such as Clifton and Tusculum. Slaves were imported as labour.

After the British abolished the international slave trade in 1807, they resettled thousands of Africans liberated from slave ships by the Royal Navy[image: External link] on New Providence (at Adelaide Village and Gambier Village), along with other islands such as Grand Bahama, Exuma, Abaco and Inagua. In addition, slaves freed from American ships, such as the Creole case[image: External link] in 1841, were allowed to settle there. The largest concentration of Africans historically lived in the "Over-the-Hill" suburbs of Grants Town and Bain Town to the south of the city of Nassau, while most of the inhabitants of European descent lived on the island's northern coastal ridges.
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 History




See also: Piracy in the Caribbean[image: External link]


Nassau was formerly known as Charles Town; founded in 1670 by British Noblemen who brought British settlers with them to New Providence where they built a fort that was named Charles Town in honor of England’s King Charles II.[5] During the Raid on Charles Town[image: External link] the town was burned to the ground by the Spanish[image: External link] in 1684 during one of their frequent wars with the English. It was rebuilt and renamed to Nassau in 1695 under Governor Nicholas Trott in honour of the Dutch Stadtholder[image: External link] (stadhouder in Dutch) and later also King of England, Scotland and Ireland, William III[image: External link] from the Dutch[image: External link] House of Orange-Nassau[image: External link]. The name Nassau derives from the House of Nassau[image: External link] and ultimately from the town of Nassau, Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link] in Germany.[6]

Due to a lack of effective governors (after Trott), Nassau fell on hard times. In 1703 Spanish and French allied forces briefly occupied[image: External link] Nassau. From 1703 to 1718 there was no governor in the colony and by 1713, the sparsely settled Bahamas had become a pirate[image: External link] haven. The Governor of Bermuda stated that there were over 1,000 pirates in Nassau and that they outnumbered the mere hundred inhabitants of the town. They proclaimed Nassau a pirate republic[image: External link], establishing themselves as "governors". Examples of pirates that used Nassau as their base are Charles Vane[image: External link], Thomas Barrow, Benjamin Hornigold[image: External link], Calico Jack Rackham[image: External link], Anne Bonny[image: External link], Mary Read[image: External link], and the infamous Edward Teach, better known as " Blackbeard[image: External link]".

In 1718, the British sought to regain control of the islands and appointed Captain Woodes Rogers[image: External link] as Royal governor. He successfully clamped down on the pirates, reformed the civil administration, and restored commerce. Rogers cleaned up Nassau and rebuilt the fort, using his own wealth to try to overcome problems. In 1720 the Spanish made an unsuccessful attempt to capture Nassau[image: External link].

During the wars in the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], Nassau experienced an economic boom. With funds from privateering, a new fort, street lights and over 2300 sumptuous houses were built and Nassau was extended. In addition to this, mosquito breeding swamps were filled.

In 1776, the Battle of Nassau[image: External link] resulted in a brief occupation by American Continental Marines[image: External link] during the American War of Independence[image: External link], where the Marines staged their first amphibious raid on Fort Montague after attempting to sneak up on Fort Nassau. In 1778 after an overnight invasion, American raiders led by Captain Rathburn, left with ships, gunpowder and military stores after stopping in Nassau for only two days. In 1782 Spain captured Nassau[image: External link] for the last time when Don Juan de Cagigal, governor-general of Cuba, attacked New Providence with 5000 men. Andrew Deveaux[image: External link], an American Loyalist who resettled on the island, set forth to recapture Nassau[image: External link] for the British Crown and with 220 men and 150 muskets to face a force of 600 trained soldiers.

Lord Dunmore[image: External link] governed the colony from 1787 to 1796. He oversaw the construction of Fort Charlotte[image: External link] and Fort Fincastle in Nassau.

During the American Civil War[image: External link], Nassau served as a port for blockade runners[image: External link] making their way to and from ports along the southern Atlantic Coast for continued trade with the Confederacy.

In the 1920s and 1930s, Nassau profited from Prohibition in the United States[image: External link].
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 Geography




Located on New Providence Island[image: External link], Nassau has an attractive harbour, a colourful blend of old world and colonial architecture, and a busy port. The tropical climate[image: External link] and natural beauty of the Bahamas have made Nassau a popular tourist[image: External link] destination.

Nassau developed directly behind the port area. New Providence provides 200 km² of relatively flat and low-lying land intersected by low ridges (none of which restricted settlement). In the centre of the island there are several shallow lakes that are tidally connected.

The city's proximity to the United States (290 km east-southeast of Miami, Florida) has contributed to its popularity as a holiday resort, especially after the United States imposed a ban on travel to Cuba[image: External link] in 1963. The Atlantis[image: External link] resort on nearby Paradise Island[image: External link] accounts for more tourist arrivals to the city than any other hotel property. The mega-resort[image: External link] employs over 6,000 Bahamians, and is the largest employer outside government.
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 Climate




Nassau features a tropical monsoon climate[image: External link] with relatively consistent temperatures throughout the course of the year. Summertime temperatures reach about 32 degrees Celsius (90 degrees Fahrenheit) and the winter months have daytime temperatures between 23 and 27 °C (73 and 81 °F), rarely falling below 15 °C (59 °F).





	Climate data for Nassau



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	25.6

(78.1)
	25.7

(78.3)
	26.7

(80.1)
	27.9

(82.2)
	29.6

(85.3)
	31.1

(88)
	32.0

(89.6)
	32.1

(89.8)
	31.5

(88.7)
	30.0

(86)
	28.0

(82.4)
	26.4

(79.5)
	28.9

(84)



	Average low °C (°F)
	17.1

(62.8)
	17.3

(63.1)
	17.9

(64.2)
	19.3

(66.7)
	21.1

(70)
	23.0

(73.4)
	24.7

(76.5)
	23.8

(74.8)
	23.5

(74.3)
	22.3

(72.1)
	20.5

(68.9)
	18.4

(65.1)
	20.7

(69.3)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	47.2

(1.858)
	49.0

(1.929)
	54.4

(2.142)
	69.3

(2.728)
	104.9

(4.13)
	218.9

(8.618)
	160.5

(6.319)
	235.5

(9.272)
	163.1

(6.421)
	163.1

(6.421)
	80.5

(3.169)
	50.0

(1.969)
	1,396.4

(54.976)



	Average precipitation days
	8
	6
	7
	6
	10
	15
	17
	19
	17
	15
	10
	8
	138



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	220.1
	220.4
	257.3
	276.0
	269.7
	231.0
	272.8
	266.6
	213.0
	223.2
	222.0
	213.9
	2,886



	Source: World Meteorological Organization[image: External link] ( UN[image: External link]),[8] Hong Kong Observatory[image: External link] (sun only)[9]






	Average sea temperature



	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	
73 °F
23 °C


	
73 °F
23 °C


	
75 °F
24 °C


	
79 °F
26 °C


	
81 °F
27 °C


	
82 °F
28 °C


	
82 °F
28 °C


	
82 °F
28 °C


	
82 °F
28 °C


	
81 °F
27 °C


	
79 °F
26 °C


	
75 °F
24 °C
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 Urban development




During the 19th century, Nassau became urbanized, attracting rural residents. Growth since the 1950s has been outwards from the town. The 1788 heart of Nassau was just a few blocks of buildings between Government House and the harbour, but the town gradually expanded east to Malcolm's Park, south to Wulff Road, and west to Nassau Street. Grants Town and Bain Town south of the city became the main residential areas for those of African descent, and until about 30 years ago was the most populous part of the city.

Those of European descent built houses along the shore, east as far as Fort Montagu, west as far as Saunders Beach, and along the ridge edging the city. During the 20th century, the city spread east to Village Road and west to Fort Charlotte and Oakes Field. This semicircle of residential development was the main area of settlement until after the Second World War, and marks a distinct phase in the city's expansion, the outer boundary to this zone being the effective limit of the continuous built-up area. The wealthier residents continued to spread east (to East End Point) and West (to Lyford Cay[image: External link]).

In the last 40 years, residential development has been quite different. It has consisted mainly of planned middle-income sub-divisions. Since the 1960s, government has sponsored low-cost housing developments at Yellow Elder, Elizabeth Estates, and Pinewood Gardens, in the outer ring.
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 City centre




The city centre is the hub for all activities in Nassau. Thousands of people visit daily, to shop, dine, sightsee and to enjoy the tropical climate of the city. While the busiest part of central city is the Bay Street thoroughfare and the Woodes Rogers Walk, located across the street from the port and parallel to Bay, the area extends for several blocks in each direction. It starts at West Bay, around the Junkanoo Beach area. A few hotels and restaurants are located on West Bay.

The next landmark is the British Colonial Hotel, which marks the beginning of Bay Street proper. Pirates of Nassau Museum is just across from the British Colonial Hilton[image: External link]. The next few blocks of Bay Street are wall-to-wall boutiques, with a few restaurants and clubs interspersed throughout the retailers.

Historical landmarks are also in the vicinity, including Vendue House, Christ Church Cathedral, and the Nassau Public Library[image: External link]. Although the tourist part of the city centre peters out after about seven blocks, smaller, more local stores are found all the way down Bay Street. At this point, Bay Street becomes East Bay.

The new Straw Market is also a very busy place. After a fire in 2001 it has been rebuilt with a new, more modern look. It consists of four sections that lead to Nassau Harbour in the back. Also in that area are some jewellery shops and bars.
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 Cable Beach




Cable Beach is recognised as the hotel district of Nassau. Fivehotels—two of which are all-inclusive—are located on this strip. The area is also known for its dining, the Crystal Palace Casino, and the golden sands of Cable Beach. Most of the area's restaurants are located either in the hotels or across the street. There is little to no nightlife. There is a bit of shopping, most of it located in the Wyndham. The commercial future of Cable Beach is being re-imagined with the development of Baha Mar, a resort and casino project that will bring more than 2,000 hotel rooms and the largest gaming and convention facility in the Caribbean to this section of New Providence Island, but the project has stalled at over 90 percent completion and the developers have declared bankruptcy.
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1901
	12,534
	—    



	1931
	19,756
	+57.6%



	1943
	29,391
	+48.8%



	1953
	46,125
	+56.9%



	1963
	80,907
	+75.4%



	1970
	102,005
	+26.1%



	1980
	135,437
	+32.8%



	1990
	172,196
	+27.1%



	2000
	210,832
	+22.4%



	2010
	246,329
	+16.8%



	Source: [10]





Nassau had a population[image: External link] of 128,420 females and 117,909 males and was home to 70,222 households[image: External link] with an average family size of 3.5 according to the 2010 census[image: External link].[11] Nassau's large population in relation to the remainder of the Bahamas[image: External link] is the result of waves of immigration[image: External link] from the Family Islands[image: External link] to the capital[image: External link]. Consequently, this has led to the decline in the population of the lesser developed islands and the rapid growth of Nassau.[12][13]
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 Transport
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 Air




Lynden Pindling International Airport[image: External link] (formerly Nassau International Airport) is located 16 kilometres (9.9 mi) from Nassau. New Providence Airport[image: External link] on Paradise Island[image: External link] was closed in 1999 with runway removed and integrated into the resort on the island. The Lynden Pindling Airport was recently renovated with separate terminal for International travel and domestic travel. Passengers typically have to wait at least 30 minutes for their luggage and another 30 minutes to clear customs.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Water




Ferries (boats) provide water travel around Nassau to the surrounding islands, namely Paradise Island[image: External link]. Prince George Wharf is the main port in the city that serves cruise ships with ports of call in Nassau. Transportation and shipping around the Family Islands is primarily through mailboats based at Potters Cay. International shipping is done through the Arawak Port Department on Arawak Cay. High speed excursions to Exuma, Spanish Wells and Harbour Island are available daily.
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 Roads




Public jitney buses and taxis provide transport in and around Nassau. Rental cars are also available in the city and at the airport.

Major roads in Nassau include:


	Bay Street

	Eastern Road

	Blue Hill Road

	East Street

	Adelaide Road

	Shirley Street

	Soldier Road

	Carmicheal Road

	Prince Charles Drive

	John F Kennedy Drive

	Fox Hill Road

	Wulff Road

	Robinson Road



The major road in Nassau is Bay Street for tourists. Bay Street runs the entire length of the Island from East to West. Bay Street also provided beautiful beachfront views. The downtown area and the cruise ships are in walking proximity.

Vehicles in Nassau drive on the left side like in Britain, but many vehicles are imported from the United States with left hand steering wheel.
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of the Bahamas[image: External link]
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 UNESCO Creative Cities Network




Nassau has been recognized as a part of the UNESCO[image: External link] Creative Cities Network[image: External link] as a city of Crafts and Folk Art. It is one of only three Caribbean[image: External link] cities to receive this honor.[14]
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 Junkanoo




The city's chief festival is Junkanoo[image: External link], an energetic, colourful street parade of brightly costumed people dancing to the rhythmic accompaniment of cowbells, drums and whistles. The word 'Junkanoo' is named after the founder 'John Kanoo'. The celebration occurs on December 26, July 10 and January 1, beginning in the early hours of the morning (1:00 a.m.) and ending around 10 a.m.
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 In popular culture




Nassau was featured as an important location in several movies, including the Beatles[image: External link] film Help![image: External link] and the James Bond[image: External link] films Thunderball[image: External link], (1965) and Never Say Never Again[image: External link], (a remake of Thunderball) (1983) and also for part of the action in Casino Royale[image: External link] (2006). In 1981, it was used as a location for the ocean scene (in the film portrayed as being in Greece[image: External link]) in For Your Eyes Only[image: External link].[15]

Several other late 20th and 21st century movies have been set here, including After the Sunset[image: External link], Into the Blue[image: External link] (2005), and Flipper[image: External link] (1996).

It hosted the Miss Universe 2009[image: External link] pageant.

Nassau was featured as a primary location in the 2013 video game Assassin's Creed IV: Black Flag[image: External link][16] and in the 2014 TV series Black Sails[image: External link]. Nassau was also mentioned in American rapper Future's[image: External link] song 'March Madness[image: External link]'.

In 2005, a book about the 20th century's most famous murder, which happened in Nassau, was published to critical acclaim. Blood and Fire: The Duke of Windsor and the Strange Murder of Sir Harry Oakes by John Marquis, was praised in the Wall Street Journal as being in the top five books in its genre. Marquis was managing editor of the Bahamas' leading daily, The Tribune, for ten years from 1999 to 2009.

Another book by Marquis - Papa Doc: Portrait of a Haitian Tyrant - was based on a spy trial in Haiti in 1968 in which the Bahamas Director of Information, David Knox, was sentenced to death,
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 Twin towns – Sister cities




Nassau has six sister cities worldwide:


	
Detroit[image: External link], Michigan, USA[17]


	
Winston-Salem[image: External link], North Carolina, USA[18][19]


	
Acapulco[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link]


	
Shanghai[image: External link], China[image: External link]


	
Paraná[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link]


	
Kish Island[image: External link], Iran[image: External link]
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 See also





	Ardastra Gardens, Zoo and Conservation Centre[image: External link]

	List of Caribbean Cities and Towns by population[image: External link]

	Nassau Public Library[image: External link]
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Margate, Florida






Margate is a city in Broward County[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], United States. As of the 2010 census[image: External link], the city had a population of 53,284. It is part of the Miami–Fort Lauderdale–Pompano Beach Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link], which is home to 5,564,635 people.

It was founded in the 1950s, when much of it was still either part of the Everglades[image: External link] or farmland[image: External link]. It then became a town in 1955, when land development[image: External link] became prominent due to an influx of people moving to Margate. Soon after, in 1961, it was officially incorporated as a city. The name of the city itself is a portmanteau[image: External link] of the first three letters of the founder's last name, Jack Marqusee, and the first four letters of gateway, since it was considered a "gateway" to western Broward County.[5] The city also has a waterpark[image: External link] called Calypso Cove, and two golf courses[image: External link], with one of them also tennis court[image: External link] as well: The Carolina Golf Club, and the Oriole Golf and Tennis Club.[6]
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 Geography




Margate is located at 26°14′47″N 80°12′44″W[image: External link].,[7] and it is seven and one-half miles from the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link].

According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 8.98 square miles (23 km2), of which 8.81 square miles (23 km2) is land and 0.17 square miles (0 km2) is water (1.89%).
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1960[image: External link]
	2,646
	
	—



	1970[image: External link]
	8,867
	
	235.1%



	1980[image: External link]
	35,900
	
	304.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	42,985
	
	19.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	53,909
	
	25.4%



	2010[image: External link]
	53,284
	
	−1.2%



	Est. 2015
	57,234
	[8]
	7.4%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[9]








	Margate Demographics



	2010 Census[image: External link]
	Margate
	Broward County
	Florida



	Total population
	53,284
	1,748,066
	18,801,310



	Population, percent change, 2000 to 2010
	-1.2%
	+7.7%
	+17.6%



	Population density
	6,017.8/sq mi
	1,444.9/sq mi
	350.6/sq mi



	White or Caucasian[image: External link] (including White Hispanic[image: External link])
	62.0%
	63.1%
	75.0%



	(Non-Hispanic White or Caucasian[image: External link])
	46.0%
	43.5%
	57.9%



	Black or African-American[image: External link]
	25.8%
	26.7%
	16.0%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	22.2%
	25.1%
	22.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	4.0%
	3.2%
	2.4%



	Native American[image: External link] or Native Alaskan[image: External link]
	0.4%
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Pacific Islander[image: External link] or Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	0.1%
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Two or more races (Multiracial)[image: External link]
	3.3%
	2.9%
	2.5%



	Some Other Race[image: External link]
	3.6%
	3.7%
	3.6%




As of 2010, there were 24,863 households, with 13.6% being vacant. In 2000, there were 22,714 households out of which 25.8% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 49.1% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 10.2% had a female householder with no husband present, and 36.9% were non-families. 30.8% of all households were made up of individuals and 18.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.36 and the average family size was 2.95.

In 2000, the city the population was spread out with 20.9% under the age of 18, 6.5% from 18 to 24, 29.2% from 25 to 44, 21.7% from 45 to 64, and 21.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 40 years. For every 100 females there were 89.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 85.6 males.

In 2000, the median income for a household in the city was $38,722, and the median income for a family was $48,254. Males had a median income of $35,630 versus $26,624 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $20,308. About 5.5% of families and 8.4% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 10.7% of those under age 18 and 10.4% of those age 65 or over.

As of 2000, 75.9% of residents speak English[image: External link] as their first language[image: External link], 13.8% speak Spanish[image: External link], 2.85% French Creole[image: External link], 1.69% French[image: External link], and 1.20% Italian[image: External link].[10]

As of 2000, Margate was the sixty-sixth most Colombian[image: External link]-populated area in the US at 2.22% of residents.[11] It was also the forty-ninth most Haitian[image: External link]-populated area (tied with Pleasantville, New Jersey[image: External link]) at 3.2%[12] and forty-third most Jamaican[image: External link]-populated area (tied with Opa-locka[image: External link]) at 3% of the population.[13]
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 Education




Margate is served by seven public schools operated by Broward County Public Schools[image: External link].

Elementary schools


	Atlantic West Elementary (STEAM Magnet School)

	Liberty Elementary (STEM Magnet School) 2016 Magnet School of Excellence[image: External link]


	Margate Elementary



Middle school


	Margate Middle School (STEM Magnet School)



High schools


	
Atlantic Technical High School[image: External link] (in neighboring Coconut Creek[image: External link])

	
Coconut Creek High School[image: External link] (in neighboring Coconut Creek)

	
Coral Springs High School[image: External link] (in neighboring Coral Springs)



Charter Schools


	Broward Math and Science Schools (K-8)

	RISE Academy (K-8)

	West Broward Academy (K-8)



Charter High Schools


	Ascend Academy (9-12)

	SunEd High School of North Broward (9-12)



Private schools


	Abundant Life Christian Academy

	Faith Baptist Academy

	Hebrew Academy Community School

	Winfield Christian Academy




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people





	
Shayne Gostisbehere[image: External link], professional hockey player for the Philadelphia Flyers[image: External link]


	
Brandon Knight[image: External link], who played basketball as a child in Margate's recreation league at Firefighter's Park, is now a point guard with the NBA Phoenix Suns. For the past three years, he has returned to Margate Florida where he gives free backpacks stuffed with school supplies[image: External link] to children before the start of the school year.

	
Josh Smith[image: External link], Margate native and Abundant Life Christian Academy student made his Major League debut on June 23, 2015 for the Cincinnati Reds pitching a series opener against the Pittsburgh Pirates. He returned to the MLB on May 3, 2017[image: External link] as a relief pitcher for the Oakland Athletics.

	
Kaye Stevens[image: External link], American singer and actress, lived in the City of Margate for more than 45 years (from the 1950s to 2004). She did public relations for Jack Marquesee, the City's developer. Many Margate residents referred to Stevens as the "First Lady of Margate" because every time she appeared on game shows, she would place a sign next to her nameplate that read "Hello Margate." She promoted Margate as "a great place to live and raise a family." Stevens served as Grand Marshal in many of the City's 4 July parades, and a City park is named in her honor. When Stevens was home in Margate for the Christmas holiday, she would gather her neighbors and friends and go to the Margate Hospital to sing Christmas carols to the patients.
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	City of Margate official website[image: External link]

	
MargateNews.net[image: External link] Independent news media. Launching its first edition online in 2009 MargateNews.net continues to be the city’s premiere news source for politics, government, business, people, places, schools and events in the City of Margate, Florida.
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Punch (combat)






A punch is a striking[image: External link] blow with the fist.[1] It is used in some martial arts[image: External link] and combat sports[image: External link], most notably boxing where it is the only type of offensive technique allowed. In sports, hand wraps[image: External link] or other padding such as gloves may be used to protect athletes and practitioners from injuring themselves.[2][3]

The use of punches varies between different martial arts and combat sports. Styles such as boxing or Russian fist fighting[image: External link] use punches alone, while others such as kickboxing[image: External link] or karate[image: External link] may use both punches and kicks[image: External link]. Others such as wrestling[image: External link] and judo (punches and other striking techniques, atemi[image: External link], are present in judo kata, but are forbidden in competitions) do not use punches at all. There are many types of punches and as a result, different styles encompass varying types of punching techniques.
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 Basic types




This is not a comprehensive list of all punches, due to the large diversity of schools of practice whose techniques, employing arm, shoulder, hip and leg work, may invariably differ.



	Name
	Description



	Backfist
	A backfist is performed by forming a fist and striking with the tops of the two largest knuckles.[4] A spinning backfist is performed when the attacker swivels 360 degrees before landing the punch, adding extra momentum to the attack. The fighter will lunge and begin spinning toward the side of the opponent of which fist he or she will attack with. Simpler terms, go to the left, spin to the left and connect with the left fist and vice versa.[5]




	Chambered Punch
	A strike commonly performed in karate, kung fu, and tae kwon do, originating from a "chambered" position.



	
Cross[image: External link] or straight
	A direct straight punch similar to the jab, except delivered with the rear hand. Power is generated through the rotation of the hips.[6][7]




	Jab[image: External link]
	The jab is a straight blow delivered (generally from a distance) with the arm above the lead foot ... The punch is quick and explosive. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist. " It is generally used for distraction, keeping distance, setting up, and defense.[8][9]




	Long Fist[image: External link]
	By tucking the fingertips against the bottom knuckle of each finger, a long fist is formed. They offer decreased strength but increased reach. The striking surface is also narrower, which allows the fist to dig between ribs and other soft target areas.



	Hammer Fist[image: External link]
	A compacted fist is brought down upon the target, usually using the side of the hand or wrist.[10]




	Haymaker
	A punch in which the arm is whipped sideways from the shoulder joint with minimal elbow bend. The name is derived from the motion, which mimics the action of manually cutting hay by swinging a scythe[image: External link]. The haymaker is considered an imperfect/impure punch, as the angle of approach is unsupported by the remainder of the forearm. Since a haymaker's power is derived completely from weight transfer and momentum instead of muscle contraction, a long windup is required to generate sufficient force. Haymakers, in the form of shoulder punches, are frequently used from a mounted position[image: External link] in mixed martial arts as part of the "ground and pound" method, as the legs cannot be used to generate power. When thrown from standing, these punches leave the person vulnerable to a counter punch during the wind up, if blocked, or if the haymaker misses.[11]




	Hook[image: External link]
	A punch involving the use of turning to aim toward the side of the head or body. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.[12]




	Overhand[image: External link]
	A semi-circular and vertical punch thrown with the rear hand. It is usually when the opponent is bobbing[image: External link] or slipping[image: External link]. The strategic utility of the drop relying on body weight can deliver a great deal of power. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.



	Shovel Hook
	A close range punch that is halfway between a hook and an uppercut. Shovel hooks are most commonly used to strike the body at a 45 degree angle. For example, a liver shot can be done using a shovel hook. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.[13]




	Uppercut[image: External link]
	The fist is raised vertically towards the target, usually the head or upper body. Since most guards are held with the arms in a vertical position, the uppercut can be used to avoid the opponent's attempts at blocking. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.



	Upset Punch
	Starts with the fist in the chambered position, with the palm facing downwards, delivered to the abdomen or solar plexus.



	Casting Punch
	This is a punch used in Sambo[image: External link] and MMA that starts with a forward motion of the shoulders, which causes the bent arm to whip forward to the opponent. This punch can often cause the opponent to be put in a clinch if it misses at close range.[14]




	Superman Punch[image: External link]
	A superman punch or diving punch is a technique used in Muay Thai[image: External link], ITF-style Taekwon-Do[image: External link], full contact karate[image: External link] and mixed martial arts fighting. The striker will lunge toward the opponent pushing off with the back foot punching with the opposite arm of the leg used to push off with although there may be variations in the name and technique, depending on the fighting style. The pose should resemble that of Superman flying through the air, hence the name.



	Sucker punch[image: External link]
	A punch that takes the enemy by surprise, possibly knocking them out or otherwise incapacitating them. Could be an unexpected blow to the stomach or a strike from behind that the victim did not see coming.
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 Styles
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 Boxing




Main article: Boxing punches[image: External link]


In boxing, punches are classified according to the motion and direction of the strike; contact is always made with the knuckles. There are four primary punches in boxing: the jab[image: External link], cross[image: External link], hook[image: External link], and uppercut[image: External link].
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 Karate




Punching techniques in Karate[image: External link] are called tsuki[image: External link] or zuki. Contact is made with the first two knuckles (seiken).[15] If any other part of the hand is used to strike with, such as the back of the fist (uraken) or the bottom of the fist (tetsui), then the blow is classified as a strike[image: External link] (uchi).

Karate punches include the thrust punch oi-zuki[image: External link] made using the lead-hand, straight punch choku-zuki[image: External link], reverse punch gyaku-zuki[image: External link], made from the opposite hand, and many other variations.[16]
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Miami






This article is about the city in Florida. For other uses, see Miami (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Miami (/maI'aemi /[image: External link]; Spanish pronunciation:  [miˈami][image: External link]) is a seaport[image: External link] city at the southeastern[image: External link] corner of the U.S. state of Florida[image: External link] and its Atlantic[image: External link] coast. As the seat of Miami-Dade County[image: External link], the municipality is the principal, central, and the most populous city of the Miami metropolitan area[image: External link] and part of the second-most populous metropolis[image: External link] in the southeastern United States[image: External link].[7] According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Miami's metro area is the eighth-most populous and fourth-largest urban area[image: External link] in the U.S., with a population of around 5.5 million.[8][9]

Miami is a major center, and a leader in finance, commerce, culture, media, entertainment, the arts, and international trade.[10][11] In 2012, Miami was classified as an Alpha−World City[image: External link] in the World Cities Study Group's inventory.[12] In 2010, Miami ranked seventh in the United States in terms of finance, commerce, culture, entertainment, fashion, education, and other sectors. It ranked 33rd among global cities.[13] In 2008, Forbes[image: External link] magazine ranked Miami "America's Cleanest City", for its year-round good air quality, vast green spaces, clean drinking water, clean streets, and citywide recycling programs.[14] According to a 2009 UBS[image: External link] study of 73 world cities, Miami was ranked as the richest city in the United States, and the world's fifth-richest city in terms of purchasing power[image: External link].[15] Miami is nicknamed the "Capital of Latin America[image: External link]"[1] and is the largest city with a Cuban-American[image: External link] plurality.[16]

Miami has the third tallest skyline[image: External link] in the U.S. with over 300 high-rises[image: External link]. Downtown Miami[image: External link] is home to the largest concentration of international banks in the United States, and many large national and international companies.[17][18] The Civic Center[image: External link] is a major center for hospitals, research institutes[image: External link], medical centers, and biotechnology[image: External link] industries. For more than two decades, the Port of Miami[image: External link], known as the "Cruise Capital of the World", has been the number one cruise passenger port in the world. It accommodates some of the world's largest cruise ships[image: External link] and operations, and is the busiest port in both passenger traffic and cruise lines.[19][20] Metropolitan Miami is the major tourism hub in the American South, number two in the U.S. after New York City and number 13 in the world, including the popular destination of Miami Beach[image: External link].[21]
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 History




Main articles: History of Miami[image: External link] and Timeline of Miami[image: External link]


See also: National Register of Historic Places listings in Miami, Florida[image: External link]


The Miami area was inhabited for thousands of years by indigenous Native American tribes. The Tequestas[image: External link] occupied the area for a thousand years before encountering Europeans. An Indian village of hundreds of people dating to 500–600 B.C. was located at the mouth of the Miami River.[22]

In 1566 the explorer, Pedro Menéndez de Avilés[image: External link], claimed it for Spain[image: External link]. A Spanish mission[image: External link] was constructed one year later in 1567. Spain and Great Britain successively "controlled" Florida, and Spain ceded it to the United States in 1821. In 1836, the US built Fort Dallas[image: External link] as part of its development of the Florida Territory and attempt to suppress and remove the Seminole[image: External link]. The Miami area subsequently became a site of fighting during the Second Seminole War[image: External link].

Miami is noted as "the only major city in the United States conceived by a woman, Julia Tuttle[image: External link]",[23] a local citrus grower and a wealthy Cleveland[image: External link] native. The Miami area was better known as "Biscayne Bay Country" in the early years of its growth. In the late 19th century, reports described the area as a promising wilderness.[24] The area was also characterized as "one of the finest building sites in Florida."[25] The Great Freeze[image: External link] of 1894–95 hastened Miami's growth, as the crops of the Miami area were the only ones in Florida that survived. Julia Tuttle subsequently convinced Henry Flagler[image: External link], a railroad tycoon[image: External link], to expand his Florida East Coast Railway[image: External link] to the region, for which she became known as "the mother of Miami."[26][27] Miami was officially incorporated as a city on July 28, 1896 with a population of just over 300.[28] It was named for the nearby Miami River[image: External link], derived from Mayaimi[image: External link], the historic name of Lake Okeechobee[image: External link].[29]

Black labor played a crucial role in Miami's early development. During the beginning of the 20th century, migrants from the Bahamas[image: External link] and African-Americans constituted 40 percent of the city's population.[30]:25 Whatever their role in the city's growth, their community's growth was limited to a small space. When landlords began to rent homes to African-Americans in neighborhoods close to Avenue J (what would later become NW Fifth Avenue), a gang of white men with torches visited the renting families and warned them to move or be bombed.[30]:33

During the early 20th century, northerners were attracted to the city, and Miami prospered during the 1920s with an increase in population and infrastructure. The legacy of Jim Crow[image: External link] was embedded in these developments. Miami's chief of police, H. Leslie Quigg, did not hide the fact that he, like many other white Miami police officers, was a member of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link]. Unsurprisingly, these officers enforced social codes far beyond the written law. Quigg, for example, "personally and publicly beat a colored bellboy to death for speaking directly to a white woman."[30]:53

The collapse of the Florida land boom of the 1920s[image: External link], the 1926 Miami Hurricane[image: External link], and the Great Depression[image: External link] in the 1930s slowed development. When World War II[image: External link] began, Miami, well-situated on the southern coast of Florida, became a base for US defense against German submarines[image: External link]. The war brought an increase in Miami's population; by 1940, 172,172 people lived in the city.

After Fidel Castro[image: External link] rose to power in Cuba[image: External link] in 1959, many wealthy Cubans sought refuge in Miami, further increasing the population. The city developed businesses and cultural amenities as part of the New South[image: External link]. In the 1980s and 1990s, South Florida weathered social problems related to drug wars, immigration from Haiti and Latin America, and the widespread destruction of Hurricane Andrew.[31] Racial and cultural tensions were sometimes sparked, but the city developed in the latter half of the 20th century as a major international, financial, and cultural center. It is the second-largest US city (after El Paso[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]) with a Spanish-speaking majority, and the largest city with a Cuban-American[image: External link] plurality.[16]

Miami and its metropolitan area grew from just over 1,000 residents to nearly 5.5 million residents in just 110 years (1896–2006). The city's nickname, The Magic City, comes from this rapid growth. Winter visitors remarked that the city grew so much from one year to the next that it was like magic.[31]
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 Geography




Miami and its suburbs are located on a broad plain between the Florida Everglades[image: External link] to the west and Biscayne Bay[image: External link] to the east, which also extends from Florida Bay[image: External link] north to Lake Okeechobee[image: External link]. The elevation of the area never rises above 40 ft (12 m)[32] and averages at around 6 ft (1.8 m)[33] above mean sea level in most neighborhoods, especially near the coast. The highest undulations are found along the coastal Miami Rock Ridge[image: External link], whose substrate underlies most of the eastern Miami metropolitan region. The main portion of the city lies on the shores of Biscayne Bay which contains several hundred natural and artificially created barrier islands[image: External link], the largest of which contains Miami Beach[image: External link] and South Beach[image: External link]. The Gulf Stream[image: External link], a warm ocean current[image: External link], runs northward just 15 miles (24 km) off the coast, allowing the city's climate to stay warm and mild all year.
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 Geology




The surface bedrock under the Miami area is called Miami oolite[image: External link] or Miami limestone[image: External link]. This bedrock is covered by a thin layer of soil, and is no more than 50 feet (15 m) thick. Miami limestone formed as the result of the drastic changes in sea level associated with recent glaciations[image: External link] or ice ages[image: External link]. Beginning some 130,000 years ago the Sangamonian Stage[image: External link] raised sea levels to approximately 25 feet (8 m) above the current level. All of southern Florida was covered by a shallow sea. Several parallel lines of reef formed along the edge of the submerged Florida plateau[image: External link], stretching from the present Miami area to what is now the Dry Tortugas[image: External link]. The area behind this reef line was in effect a large lagoon, and the Miami limestone formed throughout the area from the deposition of oolites and the shells of bryozoans[image: External link]. Starting about 100,000 years ago the Wisconsin glaciation[image: External link] began lowering sea levels, exposing the floor of the lagoon. By 15,000 years ago, the sea level had dropped to 300 to 350 feet (90 to 110 m) below the contemporary level. The sea level rose quickly after that, stabilizing at the current level about 4000 years ago, leaving the mainland[image: External link] of South Florida just above sea level[image: External link].

Beneath the plain lies the Biscayne Aquifer[image: External link],[35] a natural underground source of fresh water that extends from southern Palm Beach County[image: External link] to Florida Bay[image: External link], with its highest point peaking around the cities of Miami Springs[image: External link] and Hialeah[image: External link]. Most of the Miami metropolitan area[image: External link] obtains its drinking water from this aquifer. As a result of the aquifer, it is not possible to dig more than 15 to 20 ft (5 to 6 m) beneath the city without hitting water, which impedes underground construction, though some underground parking garages[image: External link] exist. For this reason, the mass transit[image: External link] systems in and around Miami are elevated or at-grade[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Most of the western fringes of the city extend into the Everglades[image: External link], a subtropical marshland located in the southern portion of the U.S. state of Florida. Alligators[image: External link] have ventured into Miami communities and on major highways.

In terms of land area, Miami is one of the smallest major cities in the United States. According to the US Census Bureau[image: External link], the city encompasses a total area of 55.27 sq mi (143.1 km2). Of that area, 35.67 sq mi (92.4 km2) is land and 19.59 sq mi (50.7 km2) is water. That means Miami comprises over 400,000 people in 35 square miles (91 km2), making it one of the most densely populated cities in the United States, along with New York City, San Francisco, Boston, Chicago, and Philadelphia.
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 Cityscape




See also: List of tallest buildings in Miami[image: External link]
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 Neighborhoods




Main article: Neighborhoods in Miami[image: External link]







Miami is partitioned into many different sections, roughly into North, South, West and Downtown. The heart of the city is Downtown Miami[image: External link] and is technically on the eastern side of the city. This area includes Brickell[image: External link], Virginia Key[image: External link], Watson Island[image: External link], and PortMiami[image: External link]. Downtown is South Florida[image: External link]'s central business district, and Florida's largest and most influential central business district. Downtown has the largest concentration of international banks in the U.S. along Brickell Avenue[image: External link]. Downtown is home to many major banks, courthouses[image: External link], financial headquarters, cultural and tourist attractions, schools, parks and a large residential population. East of Downtown, across Biscayne Bay[image: External link] is South Beach[image: External link]. Just northwest of Downtown, is the Civic Center[image: External link], which is Miami's center for hospitals, research institutes[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link] with hospitals such as Jackson Memorial Hospital[image: External link], Miami VA Hospital, and the University of Miami's Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link].

The southern side of Miami includes Coral Way[image: External link], The Roads[image: External link] and Coconut Grove[image: External link]. Coral Way is a historic residential neighborhood built in 1922 connecting Downtown with Coral Gables[image: External link], and is home to many old homes and tree-lined streets. Coconut Grove was established in 1825 and is the location of Miami's City Hall in Dinner Key[image: External link], the Coconut Grove Playhouse[image: External link], CocoWalk[image: External link], many nightclubs[image: External link], bars, restaurants and bohemian[image: External link] shops, and as such, is very popular with local college students[image: External link]. It is a historic neighborhood with narrow, winding roads, and a heavy tree canopy. Coconut Grove has many parks and gardens such as Villa Vizcaya[image: External link], The Kampong[image: External link], The Barnacle Historic State Park[image: External link], and is the home of the Coconut Grove Convention Center and numerous historic homes and estates.

The western side of Miami includes Little Havana[image: External link], West Flagler, and Flagami[image: External link], and is home to many of the city's traditionally immigrant neighborhoods. Although at one time a mostly Jewish neighborhood, today western Miami is home to immigrants from mostly Central America and Cuba[image: External link], while the west central neighborhood of Allapattah[image: External link] is a multicultural community of many ethnicities.

The northern side of Miami includes Midtown[image: External link], a district with a great mix of diversity with many West Indians[image: External link], Hispanics[image: External link], European Americans[image: External link], bohemians[image: External link], and artists. Edgewater[image: External link], and Wynwood[image: External link], are neighborhoods of Midtown and are made up mostly of high-rise residential towers and are home to the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link]. The wealthier residents usually live in the northeastern part, in Midtown, the Design District[image: External link], and the Upper East Side[image: External link], with many sought after 1920s homes and home of the MiMo Historic District[image: External link], a style of architecture originated in Miami in the 1950s. The northern side of Miami also has notable African American and Caribbean immigrant communities such as Little Haiti[image: External link], Overtown[image: External link] (home of the Lyric Theater[image: External link]), and Liberty City[image: External link].
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Miami[image: External link]


Miami has a tropical monsoon climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Am)[36][37] with a marked drier season in the winter. Its sea-level elevation, coastal location, position just above the Tropic of Cancer[image: External link], and proximity to the Gulf Stream[image: External link] shape its climate. With January averaging 68.2 °F (20.1 °C), winter features highs generally ranging between 73–80 °F (23–27 °C). Cool air usually settles after the passage of a cold front[image: External link], which produces much of the little amount of rainfall during the season. Lows fall below 50 °F (10 °C), an average of 10–15 nights during the winter season following the passage of cold fronts.

The wet season begins some time in May, ending in mid-October. During this period, temperatures are in the mid 80s to low 90s (29–35 °C), accompanied by high humidity, though the heat is often relieved by afternoon thunderstorms[image: External link] or a sea breeze[image: External link] that develops off the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], which then allow lower temperatures, but conditions still remain very muggy. Much of the year's 55.9 inches (1,420 mm) of rainfall occurs during this period. Dew points[image: External link] in the warm months range from 71.9 °F (22.2 °C) in June to 73.7 °F (23.2 °C) in August.[38]

Extremes range from 27 °F (−2.8 °C) on February 3, 1917 to 100 °F (38 °C) on July 21, 1940.[39] While Miami has never officially recorded snowfall at any official weather station since records have been kept, snow flurries[image: External link] fell in some parts of Miami on January 19, 1977.[40][41][42][43]

Hurricane season[image: External link] officially runs from June 1 through November 30, although hurricanes can develop beyond those dates. The most likely time for Miami to be hit is during the peak of the Cape Verde[image: External link] season, which is mid-August through the end of September.[44] Although tornadoes are uncommon in the area, one struck in 1925[image: External link] and again in 1997[image: External link].



Miami falls under the USDA[image: External link] 10b/11a Plant Hardiness zone[image: External link].[45]






	Climate data for Miami ( MIA[image: External link]), 1981−2010 normals,[a] extremes 1895−present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	88

(31)
	89

(32)
	93

(34)
	96

(36)
	96

(36)
	98

(37)
	100

(38)
	98

(37)
	97

(36)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	89

(32)
	100

(38)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.5

(29.7)
	87.9

(31.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	92.3

(33.5)
	94.0

(34.4)
	94.6

(34.8)
	95.0

(35)
	93.1

(33.9)
	90.7

(32.6)
	86.9

(30.5)
	84.8

(29.3)
	96.1

(35.6)



	Average high °F (°C)
	76.4

(24.7)
	78.1

(25.6)
	80.3

(26.8)
	83.2

(28.4)
	87.0

(30.6)
	89.5

(31.9)
	90.9

(32.7)
	91.0

(32.8)
	89.3

(31.8)
	86.2

(30.1)
	81.7

(27.6)
	77.9

(25.5)
	84.3

(29.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.6

(22.6)
	75.8

(24.3)
	79.9

(26.6)
	82.7

(28.2)
	84.1

(28.9)
	84.2

(29)
	82.9

(28.3)
	79.9

(26.6)
	74.9

(23.8)
	70.5

(21.4)
	77.2

(25.1)



	Average low °F (°C)
	59.9

(15.5)
	62.3

(16.8)
	64.9

(18.3)
	68.3

(20.2)
	72.9

(22.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	77.3

(25.2)
	77.4

(25.2)
	76.5

(24.7)
	73.5

(23.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	63.0

(17.2)
	70.0

(21.1)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	43.1

(6.2)
	46.6

(8.1)
	50.6

(10.3)
	57.3

(14.1)
	65.3

(18.5)
	70.7

(21.5)
	72.3

(22.4)
	72.3

(22.4)
	72.1

(22.3)
	63.8

(17.7)
	54.9

(12.7)
	46.3

(7.9)
	40.1

(4.5)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	27

(−3)
	32

(0)
	39

(4)
	50

(10)
	60

(16)
	66

(19)
	67

(19)
	62

(17)
	45

(7)
	36

(2)
	30

(−1)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	1.62

(41.1)
	2.25

(57.2)
	3.00

(76.2)
	3.14

(79.8)
	5.34

(135.6)
	9.67

(245.6)
	6.50

(165.1)
	8.88

(225.6)
	9.86

(250.4)
	6.33

(160.8)
	3.27

(83.1)
	2.04

(51.8)
	61.9

(1,572.3)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.9
	6.5
	7.0
	6.4
	10.0
	16.4
	16.9
	18.9
	17.9
	12.7
	8.4
	7.2
	135.2



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	72.7
	70.9
	69.5
	67.3
	71.6
	76.2
	74.8
	76.2
	77.8
	74.9
	73.8
	72.5
	73.2



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	219.8
	216.9
	277.2
	293.8
	301.3
	288.7
	308.7
	288.3
	262.2
	260.2
	220.8
	216.1
	3,154



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	66
	69
	75
	77
	72
	70
	73
	71
	71
	73
	68
	66
	71



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990),[38][46][47] The Weather Channel[48]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1900[image: External link]
	1,681
	
	—



	1910[image: External link]
	5,471
	
	225.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	29,571
	
	440.5%



	1930[image: External link]
	110,637
	
	274.1%



	1940[image: External link]
	172,172
	
	55.6%



	1950[image: External link]
	249,276
	
	44.8%



	1960[image: External link]
	291,688
	
	17.0%



	1970[image: External link]
	334,859
	
	14.8%



	1980[image: External link]
	346,681
	
	3.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	358,548
	
	3.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	362,470
	
	1.1%



	2010[image: External link]
	399,457
	
	10.2%



	Est. 2015
	441,003
	[49]
	10.4%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[50]






The city proper is home to less than one-thirteenth of the population of South Florida. Miami is the 42nd-most populous city in the United States. The Miami metropolitan area[image: External link], which includes Miami-Dade[image: External link], Broward[image: External link] and Palm Beach[image: External link] counties, had a combined population of more than 5.5 million people, ranked seventh largest in the United States,[51] and is the largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the Southeastern United States. As of 2008, the United Nations estimates that the Miami Urban Agglomeration[image: External link] is the 44th-largest in the world.[52]

The 2010 US Census file for Hispanic or Latino origin reports[53] that 34.4% of the population were of Cuban[image: External link] origin, 15.8% shared a Central American[image: External link] background (7.2% Nicaraguan[image: External link], 5.8% Honduran[image: External link], 1.2% Salvadoran[image: External link], and 1.0% Guatemalan[image: External link]), 8.7% were of South American[image: External link] descent (3.2% Colombian[image: External link], 1.4% Venezuelan[image: External link], 1.2% Peruvian[image: External link], 1.2% Argentinean[image: External link], and 0.7% Ecuadorian[image: External link]), 4.0% had other Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] origins (0.5% Spaniard[image: External link]), 3.2% descended from Puerto Ricans[image: External link], 2.4% were Dominican[image: External link], and 1.5% had Mexican[image: External link] ancestry.

As of 2010, those of African ancestry accounted for 19.2% of Miami's population, which includes African Americans[image: External link]. Out of the 19.2%, 5.6% were West Indian[image: External link] or Afro-Caribbean American[image: External link] (4.4% Haitian[image: External link], 0.4% Jamaican[image: External link], 0.4% Bahamian[image: External link], 0.1% British West Indian[image: External link], and 0.1% Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link], 0.1% Other or Unspecified West Indian[image: External link]),[54] 3.0% were Black Hispanics[image: External link],[53] and 0.4% were Subsaharan African[image: External link].[55][56]

As of 2010, those of (non-Hispanic white) European ancestry accounted for 11.9% of Miami's population. Out of the 11.9%, 1.7% were German, 1.6% Italian, 1.4% Irish, 1.0% English, 0.8% French, 0.6% Russian, and 0.5% were Polish.[55][56]

As of 2010, those of Asian ancestry accounted for 1.0% of Miami's population. Out of the 1.0%, 0.3% were Indian people[image: External link]/Indo-Caribbean American[image: External link] (1,206 people), 0.3% Chinese[image: External link] (1,804 people), 0.2% Filipino (647 people), 0.1% were other Asian (433 people), 0.1% Japanese (245 people), 0.1% Korean (213 people), and 0.0% were Vietnamese (125 people).[55]

In 2010, 1.9% of the population considered themselves to be of only American ancestry (regardless of race or ethnicity.)[55][56] And 0.5% were of Arab ancestry, as of 2010.[55]

As of 2010, there were 158,317 households of which 14.0% were vacant. 22.7% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 31.3% were married couples living together, 18.1% have a female head of household with no husband present, and 43.1% were non-families. 33.3% of all households were made up of individuals and 11.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older (4.0% male and 7.3% female.) The average household size was 2.47 and the average family size was 3.15.[55][57]

In 2010, the city population was spread out with 18.8% under the age of 18, 9.4% from 18 to 24, 33.1% from 25 to 44, 25.0% from 45 to 64, and 13.6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 38.8 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 98.1 males.[55][57]

As of 2010, the median income for a household in the city was $29,621, and the median income for a family was $33,379. Males had a median income of $27,849 versus $24,518 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $19,745. About 22.2% of families and 27.3% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 37.1% of those under age 18 and 32.8% of those aged 65 or over.[58]

In 2010, 58.1% of the county's population was foreign born, with 41.1% being naturalized American citizens[image: External link]. Of foreign-born residents, 95.4% were born in Latin America, 2.4% were born in Europe, 1.4% born in Asia, 0.5% born in Africa, 0.2% in North America, and 0.1% were born in Oceania.[56]

In 2004, the United Nations Development Program[image: External link] (UNDP) reported that Miami had the highest proportion of foreign-born residents of any major city worldwide (59%), followed by Toronto (50%).

In 1960, non-Hispanic whites represented 80% of Miami-Dade[image: External link] county's population.[59] In 1970, the Census Bureau reported Miami's population as 45.3% Hispanic, 32.9% non-Hispanic White, and 22.7% Black.[60] Miami's explosive population growth has been driven by internal migration from other parts of the country, primarily up until the 1980s, as well as by immigration[image: External link], primarily from the 1960s to the 1990s. Today, immigration to Miami has slowed significantly and Miami's growth today is attributed greatly to its fast urbanization and high-rise construction, which has increased its inner city neighborhood population densities, such as in Downtown[image: External link], Brickell[image: External link], and Edgewater[image: External link], where one area in Downtown alone saw a 2,069% increase in population in the 2010 Census. Miami is regarded as more of a multicultural mosaic[image: External link], than it is a melting pot[image: External link], with residents still maintaining much of, or some of their cultural traits[image: External link]. The overall culture of Miami is heavily influenced by its large population of Hispanics and blacks mainly from the Caribbean islands.



	Miami demographics



	2010 Census[image: External link]
	Miami[61]
	Miami-Dade County
	Florida



	Total population
	399,457
	2,496,435
	18,801,310



	Population, percent change, 2000 to 2010
	+10.2%
	+10.8%
	+17.6%



	Population density
	11,135.9/sq mi
	1,315.5/sq mi
	350.6/sq mi



	White or Caucasian[image: External link] (including White Hispanic[image: External link])
	72.6%
	73.8%
	75.0%



	(Non-Hispanic White or Caucasian[image: External link])
	11.9%
	15.4%
	57.9%



	Black or African-American[image: External link]
	19.2%
	18.9%
	16.0%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	70.0%
	65.0%
	22.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	1.0%
	1.5%
	2.4%



	Native American[image: External link] or Native Alaskan[image: External link]
	0.3%
	0.2%
	0.4%



	Pacific Islander[image: External link] or Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.1%



	Two or more races (Multiracial)[image: External link]
	2.7%
	2.4%
	2.5%



	Some Other Race[image: External link]
	4.2%
	3.2%
	3.6%






	Historic ethnic makeup of Miami[62][63]



	Year
	White[image: External link]

(includes

White Hispanics[image: External link])
	Non-Hispanic

White[image: External link]
	Black[image: External link]
	Asian[image: External link]
	Other
	Hispanic[image: External link]

(of any race)



	1910[image: External link]
	58.7%
	–
	41.3%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1920[image: External link]
	68.5%
	–
	31.3%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1930[image: External link]
	77.3%
	–
	22.7%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1940[image: External link]
	78.5%
	–
	21.4%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1950[image: External link]
	83.7%
	–
	16.2%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1960[image: External link]
	77.4%
	–
	22.4%
	0.1%
	–
	17.6%



	1970[image: External link]
	76.6%
	41.7%
	22.7%
	0.3%
	0.4%
	44.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	66.6%
	19.4%
	25.1%
	0.5%
	7.8%
	55.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	65.6%
	12.2%
	27.4%
	0.6%
	6.4%
	62.5%



	2000[image: External link]
	66.6%
	11.8%
	22.3%
	0.7%
	5.6%
	65.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	72.6%
	11.9%
	19.2%
	1.0%
	4.2%
	70.0%
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 Languages




As of 2010, 70.2% of Miami's population age five and over spoke only Spanish at home while 22.7% of the population spoke English at home. About 6.3% spoke other Indo-European languages[image: External link] at home. About 0.4% spoke Asian languages[image: External link] or Pacific Islander languages[image: External link]/Oceanic languages[image: External link] at home. The remaining 0.3% of the population spoke other languages at home. In total, 77.3% spoke another language other than English.[55]

As of 2000, 66.75% of residents spoke Spanish at home, while those who only spoke English made up 25.45%. Speakers of Haitian Creole[image: External link] ( French-based[image: External link]) were 5.20%, French[image: External link] speakers comprised 0.76% of the population, and Portuguese[image: External link] at 0.41%.[64] Among U.S. cities, Miami has one of the highest proportions of residents who speak languages other than English at home (74.55% in 2000).[64]

Due to English-speakers moving away from the area, the percentage of residents who speak only English is expected to continue to decline.[65]
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 Religion




Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Miami (68%), according to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], with 39% professing attendance at a variety of churches that could be considered Protestant[image: External link], and 27% professing Roman Catholic[image: External link] beliefs.[66][67] followed by Judaism[image: External link] (8%); Islam[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], and a variety of other religions have smaller followings; atheism[image: External link] or no self-identifying organized religious affiliation was practiced by 24%.

There has been a Norwegian Seamen's church[image: External link] in Miami since the early 1980s. In November 2011, Crown Princess Mette-Marit[image: External link] opened a new building for the church. The church was built as a center for the 10,000 Scandinavians[image: External link] that live in Florida. Around 4,000 of them are Norwegian[image: External link]. The church is also an important place for the 150 Norwegians that work at Disney World[image: External link].[68]
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 Civic engagement




Organizations such as the Miami-Dade Salvation Army[image: External link] and its iconic Red Kettle Christmas Campaign, Hands On Miami[image: External link], City Year[image: External link] Miami, Human Services Coalition of South Florida, and Citizens for a Better South Florida, among many other organizations have been working to engage Miamians in volunteerism.
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 Economy






	It has been suggested that this section be split[image: External link] out into another article. ( Discuss[image: External link]) (November 2015)




Miami is a major center of commerce, finance, and boasts a strong international business community. According to the ranking of world cities undertaken by the Globalization and World Cities Study Group & Network (GaWC) in 2010 and based on the level of presence of global corporate service organizations, Miami is considered a "Alpha minus world city[image: External link]".[69] Miami has a Gross Metropolitan Product of $257 billion and is ranked 20th worldwide in GMP, and 11th in the United States.[70][71]

Several large companies are headquartered in or around Miami, including but not limited to: Akerman Senterfitt[image: External link], Alienware[image: External link], Arquitectonica[image: External link], Arrow Air[image: External link], Bacardi[image: External link], Benihana[image: External link], Brightstar Corporation[image: External link], Burger King[image: External link], Celebrity Cruises[image: External link], Carnival Corporation[image: External link], Carnival Cruise Lines[image: External link], Crispin Porter + Bogusky[image: External link], Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company[image: External link], Espírito Santo Financial Group[image: External link], Fizber.com, Greenberg Traurig[image: External link], Holland & Knight[image: External link], Inktel Direct[image: External link], Interval International[image: External link], Lennar[image: External link], Navarro Discount Pharmacies[image: External link], Norwegian Cruise Lines[image: External link], Oceania Cruises[image: External link], Perry Ellis International[image: External link], RCTV International[image: External link], Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines[image: External link], Ryder Systems[image: External link], Seabourn Cruise Line[image: External link], Sedano's[image: External link], Telefónica USA[image: External link], UniMÁS[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link], Univision[image: External link], U.S. Century Bank[image: External link], Vector Group[image: External link], and World Fuel Services[image: External link]. Because of its proximity to Latin America, Miami serves as the headquarters of Latin American operations for more than 1400 multinational corporations, including AIG[image: External link], American Airlines[image: External link], Cisco[image: External link], Disney[image: External link], Exxon[image: External link], FedEx[image: External link], Kraft Foods[image: External link], LEO Pharma Americas[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], Yahoo[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], SBC Communications[image: External link], Sony[image: External link], Symantec[image: External link], Visa International[image: External link], and Wal-Mart[image: External link].[72]

Miami is a major television production center, and the most important city in the U.S. for Spanish language media. Univisión[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link] and UniMÁS[image: External link] have their headquarters in Miami, along with their production studios. The Telemundo Television Studios[image: External link] produces much of the original programming for Telemundo, such as their telenovelas[image: External link] and talk shows. In 2011, 85% of Telemundo's original programming was filmed in Miami.[73] Miami is also a major music recording center, with the Sony Music Latin[image: External link] and Universal Music Latin Entertainment[image: External link] headquarters in the city, along with many other smaller record labels[image: External link]. The city also attracts many artists for music video and film shootings.

Since 2001, Miami has been undergoing a large building boom[image: External link] with more than 50 skyscrapers rising over 400 feet (122 m) built or currently under construction in the city. Miami's skyline[image: External link] is ranked third-most impressive in the U.S., behind New York City[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link], and 19th in the world according to the Almanac of Architecture and Design.[74] The city currently has the eight tallest (as well as thirteen of the fourteen tallest) skyscrapers in the state of Florida, with the tallest being the 789-foot (240 m) Four Seasons Hotel & Tower[image: External link].[75]

During the mid-2000s, the city witnessed its largest real estate boom since the Florida land boom of the 1920s[image: External link]. During this period, the city had well over a hundred approved high-rise construction projects in which 50 were actually built.[76] In 2007, however, the housing market crashed causing lots of foreclosures on houses.[77] This rapid high-rise construction, has led to fast population growth in the city's inner neighborhoods, primarily in Downtown[image: External link], Brickell[image: External link] and Edgewater[image: External link], with these neighborhoods becoming the fastest-growing areas in the city. The Miami area ranks 8th in the nation in foreclosures.[78] In 2011, Forbes magazine named Miami the second-most miserable city in the United States due to its high foreclosure rate and past decade of corruption among public officials.[79] In 2012, Forbes[image: External link] magazine named Miami the most miserable city in the United States because of a crippling housing crisis that has cost multitudes of residents their homes and jobs. The metro area has one of the highest violent crime rates in the country and workers face lengthy daily commutes.[80] Like other metro areas in the United States, crime in Miami is localized to specific neighborhoods.[81] In a 2016 study by the website 24/7 Wall Street, Miami was rated as the worst U.S. city in which to live, based on crime, poverty, income inequality and housing costs that far exceed the national median.[82]

Miami International Airport[image: External link] and PortMiami[image: External link] are among the nation's busiest ports of entry, especially for cargo from South America and the Caribbean. The Port of Miami is the world's busiest cruise port, and MIA is the busiest airport in Florida, and the largest gateway between the United States and Latin America.[83] Additionally, the city has the largest concentration of international banks in the country, primarily along Brickell Avenue[image: External link] in Brickell[image: External link], Miami's financial district. Due to its strength in international business, finance and trade, many international banks have offices in Downtown such as Espírito Santo Financial Group[image: External link], which has its U.S. headquarters in Miami. Miami was also the host city of the 2003 Free Trade Area of the Americas[image: External link] negotiations, and is one of the leading candidates to become the trading bloc's headquarters.

As of 2011, PortMiami[image: External link] accounts for 176,000 jobs and has an annual economic impact in Miami of $18 billion. It is the 11th-largest cargo container port in the United States. In 2010, a record 4.33 million passengers traveled through PortMiami. One in seven of all the world's cruise passengers start from Miami.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Tourism is also an important industry in Miami. Along with finance and business, the beaches, conventions, festivals and events draw over 38 million visitors annually into the city, from across the country and around the world, spending $17.1 billion.[85][86] The Art Deco District[image: External link] in South Beach[image: External link], is reputed as one of the most glamorous in the world for its nightclubs, beaches, historical buildings, and shopping. Annual events such as the Sony Ericsson Open[image: External link], Art Basel[image: External link], Winter Music Conference[image: External link], South Beach Wine & Food Festival[image: External link], and Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Miami[image: External link] attract millions to the metropolis every year.

Miami is the home to the National Hurricane Center[image: External link] and the headquarters of the United States Southern Command[image: External link], responsible for military operations in Central and South America. In addition to these roles, Miami is also an industrial center, especially for stone quarrying and warehousing. These industries are centered largely on the western fringes of the city near Doral[image: External link] and Hialeah[image: External link].

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2004, Miami had the third highest incidence of family incomes below the federal poverty line in the United States, making it the third poorest city in the USA, behind only Detroit, Michigan (ranked #1) and El Paso[image: External link], Texas (ranked #2). Miami is also one of the very few cities where its local government went bankrupt, in 2001.[87] On the other hand, Miami has won accolades for its environmental policies: in 2008, it was ranked as "America's Cleanest City" according to Forbes for its year-round good air quality, vast green spaces, clean drinking water, clean streets and citywide recycling programs.[14]



	Largest employers in Miami



	Employer
	Employees



	Miami-Dade County Public Schools[image: External link]
	48,571



	Miami-Dade County[image: External link]
	29,000



	United States Government[image: External link]
	19,500



	Florida Government[image: External link]
	17,100



	University of Miami
	16,100



	Baptist Health South Florida[image: External link]
	13,376



	Jackson Health[image: External link]
	12,576



	Publix[image: External link]
	10,800



	American Airlines[image: External link]
	9,000



	Florida International University[image: External link]
	8,000



	Miami Dade College[image: External link]
	6,200



	Precision Response Corporation[image: External link]
	5,000



	City of Miami
	4,309



	Florida Power and Light Company[image: External link]
	3,840



	Carnival Cruise Lines[image: External link]
	3,500
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 Culture
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 Entertainment and performing arts




In addition to such annual festivals like Calle Ocho Festival and Carnaval Miami, Miami is home to many entertainment venues, theaters, museums, parks and performing arts centers. The newest addition to the Miami arts scene is the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link], the second-largest performing arts center in the United States after the Lincoln Center[image: External link] in New York City, and is the home of the Florida Grand Opera[image: External link]. Within it are the Ziff Ballet Opera House, the center's largest venue, the Knight Concert Hall, the Carnival Studio Theater and the Peacock Rehearsal Studio. The center attracts many large-scale operas, ballets, concerts, and musicals from around the world and is Florida's grandest performing arts center. Other performing arts venues in Miami include the Gusman Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link], Coconut Grove Playhouse[image: External link], Colony Theatre, Lincoln Theatre, New World Center[image: External link], Actor's Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre, Jackie Gleason Theatre[image: External link], Manuel Artime Theater, Ring Theatre[image: External link], Playground Theatre, Wertheim Performing Arts Center[image: External link], the Fair Expo Center[image: External link] and the Bayfront Park Amphitheater[image: External link] for outdoor music events.

The city attracts a large number of musicians, singers, actors, dancers, and orchestral players. Miami has numerous orchestras, symphonies and performing art conservatories. Some of these include the Florida Grand Opera[image: External link], FIU School of Music, Frost School of Music[image: External link], Miami City Ballet[image: External link], Miami Conservatory[image: External link], Miami Wind Symphony, New World School of the Arts[image: External link], New World Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], as well as the music, theater and art schools of the city's many universities and schools.

Miami is also a major fashion center, home to models and some of the top modeling agencies in the world. Miami is also host to many fashion shows and events, including the annual Miami Fashion Week[image: External link] and the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Miami[image: External link] held in the Wynwood Art District[image: External link].[88]
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 Museums and art




The city is home to numerous museums as well, many of which are in Downtown[image: External link]. These include the Frost Art Museum[image: External link], HistoryMiami[image: External link], Miami Art Museum[image: External link], Miami Children's Museum[image: External link], Miami Science Museum[image: External link], Vizcaya Museum and Gardens[image: External link], and the Miami-Dade Cultural Center, home of the Miami Main Library[image: External link]. Miami is also the home of the world's largest art exhibition, dubbed the "Olympics of Art", Art Basel Miami[image: External link]. The event is held annually in December, and attracts thousands of visitors from around the world.
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 Music




Miami music is varied. Cubans[image: External link] brought the conga[image: External link][89] and rumba[image: External link], while Haitians[image: External link] and the rest of the French West Indies[image: External link] have brought kompa[image: External link] and zouk[image: External link] to Miami from their homelands instantly popularizing them in American culture[image: External link]. Dominicans[image: External link] brought bachata[image: External link], and merengue[image: External link], while Colombians[image: External link] brought vallenato[image: External link] and cumbia[image: External link], and Brazilians brought samba[image: External link]. West Indians[image: External link] and Caribbean people[image: External link] have brought, reggae[image: External link], soca[image: External link], calypso[image: External link], and steel pan[image: External link] to the area as well.[90]

In the early 1970s, the Miami disco[image: External link] sound came to life with TK Records[image: External link],[91] featuring the music of KC and the Sunshine Band[image: External link], with such hits as "Get Down Tonight", "(Shake, Shake, Shake) Shake Your Booty" and "That's the Way (I Like It)";[92] and the Latin-American disco group, Foxy (band)[image: External link], with their hit singles "Get Off" and "Hot Number".[93] Miami-area natives George McCrae[image: External link][94] and Teri DeSario[image: External link][95] were also popular music artists during the 1970s disco era. The Bee Gees[image: External link] moved to Miami in 1975 and have lived here ever since then.[96] Miami-influenced, Gloria Estefan[image: External link] and the Miami Sound Machine[image: External link], hit the popular music scene with their Cuban-oriented sound and had hits in the 1980s with "Conga" and "Bad Boys".[97]

Miami is also considered a "hot spot" for dance music[image: External link],[98][99] Freestyle[image: External link], a style of dance music popular in the 1980s and 90s was heavily influenced by Electro[image: External link], hip-hop, and disco.[100] Many popular Freestyle acts such as Pretty Tony, Debbie Deb[image: External link],[101] Stevie B[image: External link],[102] and Exposé[image: External link],[103] originated in Miami. Indie[image: External link]/ folk[image: External link] acts Cat Power[image: External link] and Iron & Wine[image: External link] are based in the city,[104] while alternative hip hop[image: External link] artist Sage Francis[image: External link], electro[image: External link] artist Uffie[image: External link], and the electroclash[image: External link] duo Avenue D[image: External link] were born in Miami, but musically based elsewhere. Also, ska punk[image: External link] band Against All Authority[image: External link] is from Miami, and rock/ metal[image: External link] bands Nonpoint[image: External link] and Marilyn Manson[image: External link] each formed in neighboring Fort Lauderdale[image: External link].[105][106] Cuban American female recording artist, Ana Cristina[image: External link], was born in Miami in 1985.[107]

The 1980s and '90s also brought the genre of high energy Miami Bass[image: External link] to dance floors and car subwoofers throughout the country.[108] Miami Bass[image: External link] spawned artists like 2 Live Crew (featuring Uncle Luke),[108] 95 South,[109] Tag Team,[110] 69 Boyz,[111] Quad City DJ's, and Freak Nasty. Examples of these songs are "Whoomp! (There It Is)" by Tag Team in 1993, "Tootsee Roll" by 69 Boyz in 1994, and "C'mon N' Ride It (The Train)" by the Quad City DJ's in 1996.[112]

This was also a period of alternatives to nightclubs, the warehouse party, acid house[image: External link], rave[image: External link] and outdoor festival scenes of the late 1980s and early 1990s were havens for the latest trends in electronic dance music[image: External link],[113] especially house and its ever-more hypnotic, synthetic offspring techno[image: External link] and trance[image: External link], in clubs like the infamous Warsaw Ballroom[image: External link] better known as Warsaw and The Mix where DJs like David Padilla[image: External link] (who was the resident DJ for both) and radio. The new sound fed back into mainstream clubs across the country. The scene in SoBe, along with a bustling secondhand market for electronic instruments and turntables, had a strong democratizing effect, offering amateur, "bedroom" DJs the opportunity to become proficient and popular as both music players and producers, regardless of the whims of the professional music and club industries. Some of these notable DJs are John Benetiz (better known as JellyBean Benetiz), Danny Tenaglia[image: External link], and David Padilla[image: External link].[114]

Miami is also home to a vibrant techno and dance scene and hosts the Winter Music Conference[image: External link], the largest dance event in the world, Ultra Music Festival[image: External link] and many electronica[image: External link] music-themed celebrations and festivals.

There are also several rap[image: External link] and hip hop[image: External link] artists out of Miami. They include Trick Daddy[image: External link], Rick Ross, Trina[image: External link], Pitbull[image: External link], Pretty Ricky[image: External link], and the Miami Bass group 2 Live Crew[image: External link].
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 Cuisine




The cuisine of Miami is a reflection of its diverse population, with a heavy influence especially from Caribbean cuisine[image: External link] and from Latin American cuisine[image: External link]. By combining the two with American cuisine[image: External link], it has spawned a unique South Florida style of cooking known as Floribbean cuisine[image: External link]. Floribbean cuisine is widely available throughout Miami and South Florida, and can be found in restaurant chains such as Pollo Tropical[image: External link].

Cuban immigrants in the 1960s brought the Cuban sandwich[image: External link], medianoche[image: External link], Cuban espresso[image: External link], and croquetas[image: External link], all of which have grown in popularity to all Miamians, and have become symbols of the city's varied cuisine. Today, these are part of the local culture, and can be found throughout the city in window cafés, particularly outside of supermarkets and restaurants.[115][116] Restaurants such as Versailles restaurant[image: External link] in Little Havana[image: External link] are landmark eateries of Miami. Located on the Atlantic Ocean, and with a long history as a seaport[image: External link], Miami is also known for its seafood, with many seafood restaurants located along the Miami River[image: External link], and in and around Biscayne Bay[image: External link].[117] Miami is also the home of restaurant chains such as Burger King[image: External link], Tony Roma's[image: External link] and Benihana[image: External link].
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 Dialect




Main article: Miami accent[image: External link]


The Miami area has a unique dialect, (commonly called the "Miami accent") which is widely spoken. The dialect developed among second- or third-generation Hispanics[image: External link], including Cuban-Americans[image: External link], whose first language was English (though some non-Hispanic white[image: External link], black[image: External link], and other races[image: External link] who were born and raised the Miami area tend to adopt it as well.)[118] It is based on a fairly standard American accent[image: External link] but with some changes very similar to dialects in the Mid-Atlantic[image: External link] (especially the New York area dialect[image: External link], Northern New Jersey English[image: External link], and New York Latino English[image: External link].) Unlike Virginia Piedmont[image: External link], Coastal Southern American, and Northeast American dialects and Florida Cracker dialect (see section below), "Miami accent" is rhotic[image: External link]; it also incorporates a rhythm and pronunciation heavily influenced by Spanish (wherein rhythm is syllable-timed[image: External link]).[119] However, this is a native dialect of English, not learner English or interlanguage[image: External link]; it is possible to differentiate this variety from an interlanguage[image: External link] spoken by second-language speakers in that "Miami accent" does not generally display the following features: there is no addition[image: External link] of /ɛ/ before initial consonant clusters with /s/, speakers do not confuse of /dʒ/ with /j/, (e.g., Yale with jail), and /r/ and /rr/ are pronounced as alveolar approximant [ɹ ][image: External link] instead of alveolar tap[image: External link] [ɾ] or alveolar trill[image: External link] [r] in Spanish.[120][121][122][123]
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 In popular culture




See also: List of films and television shows set in Miami[image: External link] and Miami (song)[image: External link]


The video game Scarface: The World Is Yours[image: External link] takes place in Miami. The game is based on and is a quasi- sequel[image: External link] to the 1983 motion picture[image: External link] Scarface[image: External link] starring Al Pacino[image: External link] reprising his role as Tony Montana[image: External link], with André Sogliuzzo[image: External link] providing Montana's voice. The game begins in the film's final scene, with Tony Montana's mansion being raided by Alejandro Sosa's (Robert Davi[image: External link]) assassins.[124]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports




See also: Sport in Miami[image: External link]


Miami's main four sports teams are the Miami Dolphins[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link], the Miami Heat[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link], the Miami Marlins[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link], and the Florida Panthers[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link]. As well as having all four major professional teams, Miami is also home to the Major League Soccer expansion team[image: External link] led by David Beckham[image: External link], Sony Ericsson Open[image: External link] for professional tennis, numerous greyhound racing[image: External link] tracks, marinas[image: External link], jai alai[image: External link] venues, and golf courses. The city streets has hosted professional auto races, the Miami Indy Challenge[image: External link] and later the Grand Prix Americas[image: External link]. The Homestead-Miami Speedway[image: External link] oval hosts NASCAR[image: External link] national races.

The Heat and the Marlins play within Miami's city limits. The Heat play at the American Airlines Arena[image: External link] in Downtown Miami[image: External link]. The Miami Marlins[image: External link] home ballpark is Marlins Park[image: External link], located in Little Havana[image: External link] on the site of the old Orange Bowl[image: External link] stadium.

The Miami Dolphins[image: External link] play at Hard Rock Stadium[image: External link] in suburban Miami Gardens[image: External link]. The Florida Panthers[image: External link] play in nearby Sunrise at the BB&T Center[image: External link]. Miami FC[image: External link] of the North American Soccer League[image: External link], the second tier of the American soccer pyramid, play at FIU Stadium[image: External link], and the Fort Lauderdale Strikers[image: External link] play at Lockhart Stadium[image: External link] in nearby Fort Lauderdale, also in the North American Soccer League. Miami is also home to Paso Fino horses, where competitions are held at Tropical Park Equestrian Center.

The Orange Bowl[image: External link], a member of the Bowl Championship Series[image: External link], hosts their college football championship games at Hard Rock Stadium. The stadium has also hosted the Super Bowl[image: External link]; the Miami metro area has hosted the game a total of ten times (five Super Bowls at the current Hard Rock Stadium, including Super Bowl XLI[image: External link] and five at the Miami Orange Bowl[image: External link]), tying New Orleans for the most games.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Miami is also the home of many college sports teams. The two largest are the University of Miami Hurricanes[image: External link], whose football team[image: External link] plays at Hard Rock Stadium[image: External link], and Florida International University[image: External link] Panthers[image: External link] whose football team[image: External link] plays at FIU Stadium[image: External link].

The following table shows the Miami area major professional teams and Division I teams with an average attendance of more than 10,000:












	Major professional and D-I college teams



	Club
	Sport
	League
	Venue (Capacity)
	Attendance
	League Championships



	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	National Football League[image: External link]
	Hard Rock Stadium[image: External link] (80,120)
	70,035
	Super Bowl[image: External link] (2) — 1972, 1973



	Miami Hurricanes[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	NCAA D-I[image: External link] ( ACC[image: External link])
	Hard Rock Stadium[image: External link] (80,120)
	53,837
	National titles (5) — 1983, 1987, 1989, 1991, 2001



	Miami Marlins[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Major League Baseball[image: External link]
	Marlins Park[image: External link] (36,742)
	21,386
	World Series[image: External link] (2) — 1997, 2003



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	National Basketball Association[image: External link]
	American Airlines Arena[image: External link] (19,600)
	19,710
	NBA Finals[image: External link] (3) — 2006, 2012, 2013



	FIU Panthers[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	NCAA D-I[image: External link] (Conference USA[image: External link])
	FIU Stadium[image: External link] (23,500)
	15,453
	None



	Florida Panthers[image: External link]
	Hockey[image: External link]
	National Hockey League[image: External link]
	BB&T Center[image: External link] (19,250)
	10,250
	None



	Miami MLS team[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Major League Soccer[image: External link]
	Miami MLS Stadium[image: External link]
	None
	None
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 Parks




Miami's tropical weather allows for year-round outdoor activities. The city has numerous marinas, rivers, bays, canals, and the Atlantic Ocean, which make boating, sailing, and fishing popular outdoor activities. Biscayne Bay[image: External link] has numerous coral reefs[image: External link] that make snorkeling[image: External link] and scuba diving[image: External link] popular. There are over 80 parks and gardens in the city.[125] The largest and most popular parks are Bayfront Park[image: External link] and Bicentennial Park[image: External link] (located in the heart of Downtown and the location of the American Airlines Arena[image: External link] and Bayside Marketplace[image: External link]), Tropical Park[image: External link], Peacock Park[image: External link], Morningside Park, Virginia Key[image: External link], and Watson Island[image: External link].

Other popular cultural destinations in or near Miami include Zoo Miami[image: External link], Jungle Island[image: External link], Miami Seaquarium[image: External link], Monkey Jungle[image: External link], Coral Castle[image: External link], St. Bernard de Clairvaux Church[image: External link], Charles Deering Estate[image: External link], Fairchild Botanical Gardens[image: External link], and Key Biscayne[image: External link].
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 Government




Main article: Government of the City of Miami[image: External link]


The government of the City of Miami ( proper[image: External link]) uses the mayor-commissioner[image: External link] type of system. The city commission consists of five commissioners that are elected from single member districts. The city commission constitutes the governing body with powers to pass ordinances, adopt regulations, and exercise all powers conferred upon the city in the city charter. The mayor is elected at large and appoints a city manager. The City of Miami is governed by Mayor Tomás Regalado[image: External link] and 5 City commissioners that oversee the five districts in the city. The commission's regular meetings are held at Miami City Hall[image: External link], which is located at 3500 Pan American Drive on Dinner Key[image: External link] in the neighborhood of Coconut Grove[image: External link] .
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 City Commission




See also: List of mayors of Miami[image: External link]



	Tomás Regalado[image: External link] – Mayor of the City of Miami

	Wifredo "Willy" Gort[image: External link] – Miami Commissioner, District 1




	
Allapattah[image: External link] and Grapeland Heights[image: External link]





	Ken Russell – Miami Commissioner, District 2 (Vice-Chairman)




	
Brickell[image: External link], Coconut Grove[image: External link], Coral Way[image: External link], Downtown Miami[image: External link], Edgewater[image: External link], Midtown Miami[image: External link], Omni[image: External link], Park West[image: External link] and the Upper Eastside[image: External link]





	Frank Carollo – Miami Commissioner, District 3




	
Coral Way[image: External link], Little Havana[image: External link] and The Roads[image: External link]





	Francis Suárez – Miami Commissioner, District 4




	
Coral Way[image: External link], Flagami[image: External link] and West Flagler[image: External link]





	Keon Hardemon – Miami Commissioner, District 5 (Chairman)




	
Buena Vista[image: External link], Design District[image: External link], Liberty City[image: External link], Little Haiti[image: External link], Little River[image: External link], Lummus Park[image: External link], Overtown[image: External link], Spring Garden[image: External link] and Wynwood[image: External link]





	Daniel J. Alfonso – City Manager

	Victoria Méndez – City Attorney

	Todd B. Hannon – City Clerk
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 Education
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 Public schools




Main article: Miami-Dade County Public Schools[image: External link]


Public schools in Miami are governed by Miami-Dade County Public Schools[image: External link], which is the largest school district in Florida and the fourth-largest in the United States. As of September 2008 it has a student enrollment of 385,655 and over 392 schools and centers. The district is also the largest minority public school system in the country, with 60% of its students being of Hispanic origin, 28% Black[image: External link] or West Indian American[image: External link], 10% White (non-Hispanic)[image: External link] and 2% non-white of other minorities.[126]

Miami is home to some of the nation's best high schools, such as Design and Architecture High School[image: External link], ranked the nation's best magnet school[image: External link], MAST Academy[image: External link], Coral Reef High School[image: External link], ranked 20th-best public high school in the U.S., Miami Palmetto High School, and the New World School of the Arts[image: External link].[127] M-DCPS is also one of a few public school districts in the United States to offer optional bilingual education[image: External link] in Spanish, French, German, Haitian Creole[image: External link], and Mandarin Chinese[image: External link].
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 Private schools




Miami is home to several well-known Roman Catholic, Jewish and non-denominational private schools. The Archdiocese of Miami[image: External link] operates the city's Catholic private schools, which include: St. Hugh Catholic School, St. Agatha Catholic School, St. Theresa School[image: External link], Immaculata-Lasalle High School[image: External link], Monsignor Edward Pace High School[image: External link], Archbishop Curley-Notre Dame High School[image: External link], St. Brendan High School[image: External link], amongst numerous other Catholic elementary and high schools.

Catholic preparatory schools operated by religious orders are Christopher Columbus High School[image: External link] and Belen Jesuit Preparatory School[image: External link] for boys and Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart[image: External link] and Our Lady of Lourdes Academy[image: External link] for girls.

Non-denominational private schools in Miami are Ransom Everglades[image: External link], Gulliver Preparatory School[image: External link], and Miami Country Day School[image: External link]. Other schools in the area include Samuel Scheck Hillel Community Day School[image: External link], Dade Christian School[image: External link], Palmer Trinity School[image: External link], and Westminster Christian School[image: External link].
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 Colleges and universities




Miami has over 200,000 students enrolled in local colleges and universities, placing it seventh in the nation in per capita university enrollment. In 2010, the city's four largest colleges and universities (MDC, FIU, UM, and Barry) graduated 28,000 students.[128]

Colleges and universities in and around Miami:


	
Barry University[image: External link] (private)

	
Carlos Albizu University[image: External link] (private)

	
Florida International University (FIU)[image: External link] (public)

	
Florida Memorial University[image: External link] (private)

	
Johnson and Wales University[image: External link] (private)

	
Keiser University[image: External link] (private)

	
Manchester Business School[image: External link] (satellite location, UK public)

	
Miami Culinary Institute[image: External link] (public)

	
Miami Dade College[image: External link] (public)

	
Miami International University of Art & Design[image: External link] (private)

	
Nova Southeastern University[image: External link] (private)

	
St. Thomas University[image: External link] (private)

	
Talmudic University[image: External link] (private)

	
University of Miami (private)



Overall, amongst Miamians 25 years and older, 67% had a high school diploma[image: External link], and 22% had a bachelor's degree[image: External link] or higher.[129]

In 2011, Miami was ranked as the sixth-most-read city in the U.S. with high book sales.[130]
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 Professional training programs




Miami is also home to both for-profit and nonprofit organizations that offer a range of professional training and other, related educational programs. Per Scholas[image: External link], for example is a nonprofit organization that offers free professional certification training directed towards successfully passing CompTIA[image: External link] A+ and Network+ certification exams as a route to securing jobs and building careers.[131] [132] [133]
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 Media




Main article: Media in Miami[image: External link]


See also: List of newspapers in Florida[image: External link], List of radio stations in Florida[image: External link], and List of television stations in Florida[image: External link]


Miami has one of the largest television markets in the nation and the second largest in the state of Florida.[134] Miami has several major newspapers, the main and largest newspaper being The Miami Herald[image: External link]. El Nuevo Herald[image: External link] is the major and largest Spanish-language newspaper. The Miami Herald and El Nuevo Herald are Miami's and South Florida's main, major and largest newspapers. The papers left their longtime home in downtown Miami in 2013. The newspapers are now headquartered at the former home of U.S. Southern Command[image: External link] in Doral[image: External link].[135]

Other major newspapers include Miami Today[image: External link], headquartered in Brickell[image: External link], Miami New Times[image: External link], headquartered in Midtown[image: External link], Miami Sun Post, South Florida Business Journal[image: External link], Miami Times, and Biscayne Boulevard Times. An additional Spanish-language newspapers, Diario Las Americas also serve Miami. The Miami Herald is Miami's primary newspaper with over a million readers and is headquartered in Downtown in Herald Plaza. Several other student newspapers from the local universities, such as the oldest, the University of Miami's The Miami Hurricane[image: External link], Florida International University[image: External link]'s The Beacon[image: External link], Miami-Dade College[image: External link]'s The Metropolis, Barry University[image: External link]'s The Buccaneer, amongst others. Many neighborhoods and neighboring areas also have their own local newspapers such as the Aventura News, Coral Gables Tribune, Biscayne Bay Tribune, and the Palmetto Bay News.

A number of magazines circulate throughout the greater Miami area, including Miami Monthly[image: External link], Southeast Florida's only city/regional; Ocean Drive, a hot-spot social scene glossy, and South Florida Business Leader.

Miami is also the headquarters and main production city of many of the world's largest television networks, record label[image: External link] companies, broadcasting companies and production facilities, such as Telemundo[image: External link], TeleFutura[image: External link], Galavisión[image: External link], Mega TV[image: External link], Univisión[image: External link], Univision Communications, Inc.[image: External link], Universal Music Latin Entertainment[image: External link], RCTV International[image: External link] and Sunbeam Television[image: External link]. In 2009, Univisión announced plans to build a new production studio in Miami, dubbed 'Univisión Studios'. Univisión Studios is currently headquartered in Miami, and will produce programming for all of Univisión Communications' television networks.[136]

Miami is the twelfth largest radio market[137] and the seventeenth largest television market[138] in the United States. Television stations serving the Miami area include: WAMI[image: External link] ( Telefutura[image: External link]), WBFS[image: External link] (My Network TV[image: External link]), WSFL[image: External link] (The CW[image: External link]), WFOR[image: External link] (CBS), WHFT[image: External link] ( TBN[image: External link]), WLTV[image: External link] ( Univision[image: External link]), WPLG[image: External link] ( ABC[image: External link]), WPXM[image: External link] ( Ion[image: External link]), WSCV[image: External link] ( Telemundo[image: External link]), WSVN[image: External link] ( Fox[image: External link]), WTVJ[image: External link] ( NBC[image: External link]), WPBT[image: External link] ( PBS[image: External link]), and WLRN[image: External link] (also PBS).
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in South Florida[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Airports




Miami International Airport[image: External link] serves as the primary international airport of the Greater Miami Area. One of the busiest international airports in the world, Miami International Airport caters to over 35 million passengers a year. The airport is a major hub and the single largest international gateway for American Airlines[image: External link]. Miami International is the busiest airport in Florida, and is the United States' second-largest international port of entry for foreign air passengers behind New York's John F. Kennedy International Airport[image: External link], and is the seventh-largest such gateway in the world. The airport's extensive international route network includes non-stop flights to over seventy international cities in North and South America, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.

Alternatively, nearby Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport[image: External link] also serves commercial traffic in the Miami area.[139] Opa-locka Airport[image: External link] in Opa-locka[image: External link] and Kendall-Tamiami Airport[image: External link] in an unincorporated area serve general aviation traffic in the Miami area.
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 PortMiami




Further information: PortMiami[image: External link]


Miami is home to one of the largest ports in the United States, the PortMiami[image: External link]. It is the largest cruise ship port in the world. The port is often called the "Cruise Capital of the World" and the "Cargo Gateway of the Americas".[140] It has retained its status as the number one cruise/passenger port in the world for well over a decade accommodating the largest cruise ships and the major cruise lines. In 2007, the port served 3,787,410 passengers.[141] Additionally, the port is one of the nation's busiest cargo ports, importing 7.8 million tons of cargo in 2007.[141] Among North American ports, it ranks second to the Port of South Louisiana[image: External link] in New Orleans in terms of cargo tonnage imported/exported from Latin America. The port is on 518 acres (2 km2) and has 7 passenger terminals. China is the port's number one import country, and Honduras[image: External link] is the number one export country. Miami has the world's largest amount of cruise line headquarters, home to: Carnival Cruise Lines[image: External link], Celebrity Cruises[image: External link], Norwegian Cruise Line[image: External link], Oceania Cruises[image: External link], and Royal Caribbean International[image: External link]. In 2014, the Port of Miami Tunnel[image: External link] was completed and will serve the PortMiami.[142]
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 Public transportation




Main article: Miami-Dade Transit[image: External link]


Public transportation in Miami is operated by Miami-Dade Transit[image: External link] and SFRTA[image: External link], and includes commuter rail[image: External link] ( Tri-Rail[image: External link]), heavy-rail rapid transit[image: External link] ( Metrorail[image: External link]), an elevated people mover[image: External link] ( Metromover[image: External link]), and buses ( Metrobus[image: External link]). Miami has Florida's highest transit ridership as about 17% of Miamians use transit on a daily basis.[143]

Miami's heavy-rail rapid transit system, Metrorail[image: External link], is an elevated system comprising two lines and 23 stations on a 24.4-mile (39.3 km)-long line. Metrorail connects the urban western suburbs of Hialeah[image: External link], Medley[image: External link], and inner-city Miami with suburban The Roads[image: External link], Coconut Grove[image: External link], Coral Gables[image: External link], South Miami[image: External link] and urban Kendall[image: External link] via the central business districts of Miami International Airport[image: External link], the Civic Center[image: External link], and Downtown[image: External link]. A free, elevated people mover[image: External link], Metromover[image: External link], operates 21 stations on three different lines in greater Downtown Miami[image: External link], with a station at roughly every two blocks of Downtown and Brickell[image: External link]. Several expansion projects are being funded by a transit development sales tax surcharge throughout Miami-Dade County.

Tri-Rail[image: External link], a commuter rail system operated by the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority[image: External link] (SFRTA), runs from Miami International Airport[image: External link] northward to West Palm Beach[image: External link], making eighteen stops throughout Miami-Dade[image: External link], Broward[image: External link], and Palm Beach[image: External link] counties.

Construction is currently underway on the Miami Intermodal Center[image: External link] and Miami Central Station[image: External link], a massive transportation hub servicing Metrorail[image: External link], Amtrak[image: External link], Tri-Rail[image: External link], Metrobus[image: External link], Greyhound Lines[image: External link], taxis[image: External link], rental cars[image: External link], MIA Mover[image: External link], private automobiles, bicycles and pedestrians adjacent to Miami International Airport. Completion of the Miami Intermodal Center is expected to be completed by winter 2011, and will serve over 150,000 commuters and travelers in the Miami area. Phase I of Miami Central Station is scheduled to begin service in the spring of 2012, and Phase II in 2013.

Two new light rail systems, Baylink and the Miami Streetcar, have been proposed and are currently in the planning stage. BayLink would connect Downtown[image: External link] with South Beach[image: External link], and the Miami Streetcar would connect Downtown with Midtown[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rail




Miami is the southern terminus of Amtrak[image: External link]'s Atlantic Coast services, running two lines, the Silver Meteor[image: External link] and the Silver Star[image: External link], both terminating in New York City. The Miami Amtrak Station is located in the suburb of Hialeah[image: External link] near the Tri-Rail/Metrorail Station[image: External link] on NW 79 St and NW 38 Ave. Current construction of the Miami Central Station[image: External link] will move all Amtrak operations from its current out-of-the-way location to a centralized location with Metrorail[image: External link], MIA Mover[image: External link], Tri-Rail[image: External link], Miami International Airport[image: External link], and the Miami Intermodal Center[image: External link] all within the same station closer to Downtown. The station was expected to be completed by 2012,[144] but experienced several delays and was later expected to be completed in late 2014,[145] again pushed back to early 2015.[146]

Florida High Speed Rail[image: External link] was a proposed government backed high-speed rail[image: External link] system that would have connected Miami, Orlando, and Tampa. The first phase was planned to connect Orlando[image: External link] and Tampa[image: External link] and was offered federal funding, but it was turned down by Governor Rick Scott in 2011. The second phase of the line was envisioned to connect Miami. By 2014, a private project known as All Aboard Florida[image: External link] by a company of the historic Florida East Coast Railway[image: External link] began construction of a higher-speed rail[image: External link] line in South Florida that is planned to eventually terminate at Orlando International Airport[image: External link].[147]
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 Road




Miami's road system is based along the numerical "Miami Grid" where Flagler Street[image: External link] forms the east-west baseline[image: External link] and Miami Avenue[image: External link] forms the north-south meridian[image: External link]. The corner of Flagler Street and Miami Avenue is in the middle of Downtown[image: External link] in front of the Downtown Macy's[image: External link] (formerly the Burdine's[image: External link] headquarters). The Miami grid is primarily numerical so that, for example, all street addresses north of Flagler Street and west of Miami Avenue have "NW" in their address. Because its point of origin is in Downtown[image: External link], which is close to the coast, therefore, the "NW" and "SW" quadrants are much larger than the "SE" and "NE" quadrants. Many roads, especially major ones, are also named (e.g., Tamiami Trail/SW 8th St[image: External link]), although, with exceptions, the number is in more common usage among locals.

With few exceptions, within this grid north/south roads are designated as Courts, Roads, Avenues or Places (often remembered by their acronym), while east/west roads are Streets, Terraces, Drives or occasionally Ways. Major roads in each direction are located at one mile intervals. There are 16 blocks to each mile on north/south avenues, and 10 blocks to each mile on east/west streets. Major north/south avenues generally end in "7" – e.g., 17th, 27th, 37th/Douglas Aves., 57th/Red Rd., 67th/Ludlam, 87th/Galloway, etc., all the way west beyond 177th/Krome Avenue. (One prominent exception is 42nd Avenue, LeJeune Road, located at the half-mile point instead.) Major east/west streets to the south of downtown are multiples of 16, though the beginning point of this system is at SW 8th St, one half mile south of Flagler ("zeroth") Street. Thus, major streets are at 8th St. + 16 = 24th St./Coral Way, + 16 = 40th St./Bird, +16 = 56th/Miller, + 16 = 72nd/ Sunset, + 16 = 88th/N. Kendall, + 16 = 104th (originally S. Kendall), + 16 = 120th/Montgomery, + 16 = 136th/Howard, + 16 = 152nd/Coral Reef, + 16 = 168th/Richmond, + 16 = 184th/Eureka, + 16 = 200th/Quail Roost, + 16 = 216th/Hainlin Mill, + 16 = 232nd/Silver Palm, + 16 = 248th/Coconut Palm, etc., well into the 300's. Within the Grid, odd-numbered addresses are generally on the north or east side, and even-numbered addresses are on the south or west side. This makes even unfamiliar addresses and distances easy – If one must travel from, say 1709 SW 8th St. to 24832 SW 157th Avenue, one knows it will be 140 blocks (157 − 17) / 20 miles to the west and 240 blocks (248-8) / 15 miles to the south, and that the destination will be on the south side of 248th St. Remarkably, even Miami natives are often unaware of this pattern.

All streets and avenues in Miami-Dade County[image: External link] follow the Miami Grid, with a few exceptions, most notably Coral Gables[image: External link], Hialeah[image: External link], Coconut Grove[image: External link] and Miami Beach[image: External link]. One neighborhood, The Roads[image: External link], is thusly named because its streets run off the Miami Grid at a 45-degree angle, and therefore are all named roads.

Miami-Dade County[image: External link] is served by four Interstate Highways ( I-75[image: External link], I-95[image: External link], I-195[image: External link], I-395[image: External link]) and several U.S. Highways including U.S. Route 1[image: External link], U.S. Route 27[image: External link], U.S. Route 41[image: External link], and U.S. Route 441[image: External link].

Some of the major Florida State Roads[image: External link] (and their common names) serving Miami are:


	
SR 112[image: External link] (Airport Expressway): Interstate 95[image: External link] to MIA[image: External link]


	
Homestead Extension of Florida's Turnpike[image: External link] (SR 821): Florida's Turnpike[image: External link] mainline (SR 91)/Miami Gardens[image: External link] to U.S. Route 1[image: External link]/Florida City[image: External link]


	
SR 826[image: External link] (Palmetto Expressway): Golden Glades Interchange[image: External link] to U.S. Route 1/ Pinecrest[image: External link]


	
SR 836[image: External link] (Dolphin Expressway): Downtown to SW 137th Ave via MIA[image: External link]


	
SR 874[image: External link] (Don Shula Expressway): 826/Bird Road to Homestead Extension of Florida's Turnpike/ Kendall[image: External link]


	
SR 878[image: External link] (Snapper Creek Expressway): SR 874/ Kendall[image: External link] to U.S. Route 1/Pinecrest & South Miami[image: External link]


	
SR 924[image: External link] (Gratigny Parkway) Miami Lakes[image: External link] to Opa-locka[image: External link]







	Miami Causeways



	Name
	Termini
	Year built



	Rickenbacker Causeway[image: External link]
	
Brickell[image: External link] and Key Biscayne[image: External link]

	1947



	Venetian Causeway[image: External link]
	
Downtown[image: External link] and South Beach[image: External link]

	1912–1925



	MacArthur Causeway[image: External link]
	
Downtown[image: External link] and South Beach[image: External link]

	1920



	Julia Tuttle Causeway[image: External link]
	
Wynwood[image: External link]/ Edgewater[image: External link] and Miami Beach[image: External link]

	1959



	79th Street Causeway[image: External link]
	
Upper East Side[image: External link] and North Beach[image: External link]

	1929



	Broad Causeway[image: External link]
	
North Miami[image: External link] and Bal Harbour[image: External link]

	1951






Miami has six major causeways[image: External link] that span over Biscayne Bay[image: External link] connecting the western mainland, with the eastern barrier islands along the Atlantic Ocean. The Rickenbacker Causeway[image: External link] is the southernmost causeway and connects Brickell[image: External link] to Virginia Key[image: External link] and Key Biscayne[image: External link]. The Venetian Causeway[image: External link] and MacArthur Causeway[image: External link] connect Downtown[image: External link] with South Beach[image: External link]. The Julia Tuttle Causeway[image: External link] connects Midtown[image: External link] and Miami Beach[image: External link]. The 79th Street Causeway[image: External link] connects the Upper East Side[image: External link] with North Beach[image: External link]. The northernmost causeway, the Broad Causeway[image: External link], is the smallest of Miami's six causeways, and connects North Miami[image: External link] with Bal Harbour[image: External link].

In 2007, Miami was identified as having the rudest drivers in the United States, the second year in a row to have been cited, in a poll commissioned by automobile club AutoVantage.[148] Miami is also consistently ranked as one of the most dangerous cities in the United States for pedestrians.[149]
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 Bicycling




In recent years the city government, under Mayor Manny Diaz[image: External link], has taken an ambitious stance in support of bicycling[image: External link] in Miami for both recreation and commuting. Every month, the city hosts "Bike Miami", where major streets in Downtown and Brickell are closed to automobiles, but left open for pedestrians and bicyclists[image: External link]. The event began in November 2008, and has doubled in popularity from 1,500 participants to about 3,000 in the October 2009 Bike Miami. This is the longest-running such event in the US. In October 2009, the city also approved an extensive 20-year plan for bike routes and paths around the city. The city has begun construction of bike routes as of late 2009, and ordinances requiring bike parking in all future construction in the city became mandatory as of October 2009.[150]

In 2010, Miami was ranked as the 44th-most bike-friendly city in the US according to Bicycling Magazine[image: External link].[151]
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 Walkability




A 2011 study by Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Miami the eighth-most walkable of the fifty largest cities in the United States,[152] but a 2013 survey by Travel + Leisure ranked Miami 34th for "public transportation and pedestrian friendliness."[153]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Miami[image: External link]
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 International relations




See also: List of sister cities in Florida[image: External link]
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 Twin and sister cities






	
Bogotá[image: External link], Colombia (since 1971)[154]


	
Buenos Aires[image: External link], Argentina (since 1979)[154]


	
Kagoshima[image: External link], Japan (since 1990)[154][155]


	
Lima[image: External link], Peru (since 1977)[154]


	
Madrid[image: External link], Spain (since 2014)[154][156]


	
Port-au-Prince[image: External link], Haiti (since 1991)[154]


	
Qingdao[image: External link], China (since 2005)[154]


	
Salvador da Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (since 2006)[154]


	
Santiago[image: External link], Chile (since 1986)[154]


	
Santo Domingo[image: External link], Dominican Republic (since 1987)[154]
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 Cooperation agreements





	
Lisbon[image: External link], Portugal[157][158]
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 See also





	Miami Fire Department[image: External link]

	Miami Police Department[image: External link]

	Miami port tunnel[image: External link]

	
National Register of Historic Places listings in Miami[image: External link], Florida
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 Notes






	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Miami were kept at the Lemon City[image: External link] from September 1895 to November 1900, the Miami COOP[image: External link] from December 1900 to May 1911, the Weather Bureau Office from June 1911 to February 1937, at various locations in and around the city from March 1937 to July 1942, and at Miami Int'l since August 1942. For more information, see ThreadEx[image: External link].
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American Top Team






American Top Team (ATT) is one of the primary teams in mixed martial arts. It was founded by former members of Brazilian Top Team[image: External link], Ricardo Liborio[image: External link], Marcus "Conan" Silveira and Marcelo Silveira but there is no formal affiliation between the two teams. ATT's main academy is in Coconut Creek, Florida[image: External link] but has academies throughout the United States. ATT features professional fighters who have competed in many major promotions such as the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC), PRIDE Fighting Championships[image: External link], DREAM[image: External link], K-1[image: External link], Strikeforce[image: External link], and Bellator[image: External link].[1]
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Ricardo Liborio, in 2001, left Brazilian Top Team[image: External link] to start ATT with hotel executive Dan Lambert as a partner. Lambert provided financial support and business expertise, while Liborio formed a small group of Brazilian fighters to join him in Coconut Creek. In just five years, ATT grew to a 20,000-square-foot (1,900 m2) headquarters, 20 franchises and several affiliate gyms following their system of MMA training.[2]
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Mixed martial Arts






For the fighting styles that combine arts, see hybrid martial arts[image: External link].

"NHB" redirects here. For other uses, see NHB (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Mixed martial arts (MMA) is a full-contact combat sport[image: External link] that allows both striking[image: External link] and grappling[image: External link], both standing and on the ground, using techniques from other combat sports and martial arts[image: External link]. The first documented use of the term mixed martial arts was in a review of UFC 1[image: External link] by television critic Howard Rosenberg[image: External link] in 1993.[1] The term gained popularity when newfullcontact.com, then one of the largest websites covering the sport, hosted and republished the article.[2] The question of who actually coined the term is subject to debate.[3]

During the early 20th century, various mixed-style contests took place throughout Japan and the Pacific Rim[image: External link]. In 1980 CV Productions, Inc.[image: External link] created the first regulated MMA league in the United States, named Tough Guy Contest, later renamed Battle of the Superfighters. The company sanctioned ten tournaments in Pennsylvania[image: External link]. However, in 1983 the Pennsylvania State Senate[image: External link] passed a bill prohibiting the sport.[4][5]

In 1993, the Gracie family[image: External link] brought vale tudo[image: External link], developed in Brazil from the 1920s, to the United States by founding the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) MMA promotion company.[6]

Originally promoted as a competition to find the most effective martial arts[image: External link] for real unarmed combat, competitors from different fighting styles were pitted against one another in contests with relatively few rules.[7] Later, individual fighters employed multiple martial arts into their style. MMA promoters were pressured to adopt additional rules[image: External link] to increase competitors' safety, to comply with sport regulations and to broaden mainstream acceptance of the sport.[8] Following these changes, the sport has seen increased popularity with a pay-per-view business that rivals boxing and professional wrestling.[9]
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 Men's competition
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 Early history




In Ancient Greece[image: External link] there was a sport called pankration[image: External link], which featured a combination of grappling and striking skills similar to those found in modern MMA. Pankration was formed by a combination of the already established wrestling and boxing traditions and, in Olympic terms, first featured in the 33rd Olympiad[image: External link], 648 B.C. All strikes and holds were allowed with the exception of biting and gouging, which were banned. Fighters, also known as pankratiasts, fought until a fighter submitted; there were no rounds.[10] According to E. Norman Gardiner, 'No branch of athletics was more popular than the pankration.'[11] From its origins in Ancient Greece, pankration was later passed on to the Romans[image: External link].[12]

The mid nineteenth century saw the prominence of the new sport savate[image: External link] in the combat sports circle. At that time, French fighters wanted to test out the sport against the traditional combat styles of its time. In 1852, a contest was held in France between French savateurs and English bare-knuckle boxers[image: External link] in which French fighter Rambaud alias la Resistance fought English fighter Dickinson and won using his kicks. However, the English team still won the four other match-ups during the contest.[13] Since then other similar contest also occurred by the late 19th to mid-20th century between French Savateurs and other combat styles. Examples include a 1905 fight between a French savateur George Dubois and a judo practitioner Re-nierand which resulted in the latter winning by submission, as well as the highly publicized 1957 fight between French savateur and professional boxer[image: External link] Jacques Cayron and a young Japanese karateka[image: External link] named Mochizuki Hiroo which ended when Cayron knocked Hiroo out with a hook[image: External link].[13]

No-holds-barred fighting reportedly took place in the late 1880s when wrestlers representing styles, Greco-Roman wrestling[image: External link] and many others met in tournaments and music-hall challenge matches throughout Europe. In the USA, the first major encounter between a boxer and a wrestler in modern times took place in 1887 when John L. Sullivan[image: External link], then heavyweight world boxing champion, entered the ring with his trainer, Greco-Roman Wrestling champion William Muldoon[image: External link], and was slammed to the mat in two minutes. The next publicized encounter occurred in the late 1890s when future heavyweight boxing champion Bob Fitzsimmons[image: External link] took on European Greco-Roman Wrestling champion Ernest Roeber[image: External link]. In September 1901, Frank "Paddy" Slavin, who had been a contender for Sullivan's boxing title, knocked out future world wrestling champion Frank Gotch[image: External link] in Dawson City[image: External link], Canada.[14] The judo-practitioner Ren-nierand who gained fame after defeating George Dubois, would fight again in another similar contest against Ukrainian wrestler Ivan Poddubny and lost.[13]

Another early example of mixed martial arts was Bartitsu[image: External link], which Edward William Barton-Wright[image: External link] founded in London in 1899. Combining judo, jujutsu[image: External link], boxing, savate[image: External link], wrestling[image: External link] and canne de combat[image: External link] (French stick fighting), Bartitsu was the first martial art known to have combined Asian and European fighting styles,[15] and which saw MMA-style contests throughout England, pitting European and Japanese champions against representatives of various European wrestling styles.[15]



	Timeline of major events



	Ancient Greece
	
	– Pankration[image: External link]




	Late 19th century
	
	– Hybrid martial arts[image: External link]




	Late 1880s
	
	– Early NHB and Mixed Style contests



	1899
	
	– Barton-Wright and Bartitsu[image: External link]




	Early 1900s
	
	– Merikan contests



	1920s
	
	– Early vale tudo[image: External link] and Gracie Challenge[image: External link]




	1960s and 1970s
	
	– Bruce Lee and Jeet Kune Do[image: External link]





	1970s
	
	– Antonio Inoki[image: External link] and Ishu Kakutōgi Sen




	1985
	
	– Shooto[image: External link] forms



	1989
	
	– First professional Shooto event



	1991
	
	– First Desafio[image: External link] ( BJJ[image: External link] vs. Luta Livre) event



	1993
	
	– Pancrase[image: External link] forms



	1993
	
	– UFC[image: External link] forms



	Mid/Late 1990s
	
	– International Vale Tudo



	1997–2007
	
	– PRIDE FC[image: External link] and UFC era



	2000
	
	– New Jersey SACB[image: External link] develops Unified rules[image: External link]




	2001
	
	– Zuffa[image: External link] buys UFC



	2005
	
	– The Ultimate Fighter Debuts



	2005
	
	– US Army[image: External link] begins sanctioning MMA



	2006
	
	– UFC dominance and international growth



	2006
	
	– Zuffa buys WFA[image: External link] and WEC[image: External link]




	2006
	
	– UFC 66[image: External link] generates over a million PPV buys



	2007
	
	– Zuffa buys PRIDE FC



	2008
	
	– EliteXC: Primetime gains 6.5 million peak viewers on CBS




	2009
	
	– Strikeforce[image: External link] holds 1st major card[image: External link] with female main event



	2011
	
	– WEC merged with UFC



	2011
	
	– Zuffa buys Strikeforce



	2011
	
	– UFC on Fox[image: External link] gains 8.8 million peak viewers on Fox[image: External link]




	2016
	
	– WMG[image: External link]/ IMG[image: External link] buys UFC for US$4 billion




The history of modern MMA competition can be traced to mixed style contests throughout Europe, Japan, and the Pacific Rim during the early 1900s;[16] In Japan these contests were known as merikan, from the Japanese slang for "American [fighting]". Merikan contests were fought under a variety of rules, including points decision, best of three throws or knockdowns, and victory via knockout or submission.[17]

As the popularity of professional wrestling waned after World War I[image: External link], the sport split into two genres: " shoot[image: External link]", in which the fighters actually competed, and " show[image: External link]", which evolved into modern professional wrestling.[18]

In 1936, heavyweight boxing contender Kingfish Levinsky[image: External link] and veteran professional wrestler Ray Steele[image: External link] competed in a mixed match, which Steele won in 35 seconds.[18]

In 1963, "Judo" Gene Lebell[image: External link] fought professional boxer Milo Savage in a no-holds-barred[image: External link] match. Lebell won by Harai Goshi[image: External link] to rear naked choke, leaving Savage unconscious. This was the first televised bout of mixed-style fighting in North America. The hometown crowd was so enraged that they began to boo and throw chairs at Lebell.[19]

During the late 1960s to early 1970s, the concept of combining the elements of multiple martial arts was popularized in the west by Bruce Lee[image: External link] via his system of Jeet Kune Do[image: External link]. Lee believed that "the best fighter is not a Boxer, Karate or Judo man. The best fighter is someone who can adapt to any style, to be formless, to adopt an individual's own style and not following the system of styles." In 2004, UFC President Dana White would call Lee the "father of mixed martial arts" stating: "If you look at the way Bruce Lee trained, the way he fought, and many of the things he wrote, he said the perfect style was no style. You take a little something from everything. You take the good things from every different discipline, use what works, and you throw the rest away".[20] A contemporary of Bruce Lee, Wing Chun[image: External link] practitioner Wong Shun Leung[image: External link], gained prominence fighting in over 60-100 illegal beimo fights against other Chinese martial artist of various styles. In his career, Wong also fought and won against Western fighters and other combat styles such as his match against a Russian boxer named Giko,[21] his televised fight against a fencer[image: External link],[22] and his well-documented fight against Taiwanese martial artist Wu Ming Jeet.[23] Like Bruce Lee, Wong also combined boxing and kickboxing[image: External link] into his kung fu[image: External link].

There were "Karate vs. Muay Thai fights" February 12, 1963. The three karate fighters from Oyama dojo ( kyokushin[image: External link] later) went to the Lumpinee Boxing Stadium in Thailand, and fought against three Muay Thai fighters. The three kyokushin karate fighters' names are Tadashi Nakamura[image: External link], Kenji Kurosaki and Akio Fujihira (also known as Noboru Osawa). The Muay Thai team were composed of only one authentic Thai fighter.[24] Japan won by 2–1: Tadashi Nakamura and Akio Fujihira both KOed opponents by punch while Kenji Kurosaki, who fought the Thai, was KOed by elbow. This should be noted that the only Japanese loser Kenji Kurosaki was then a kyokushin instructor rather than a contender and temporarily designated as a substitute for the absent chosen fighter. On June of the same year, karateka and future kickboxer Tadashi Sawamura[image: External link] faced against top Thai fighter Samarn Sor Adisorn, in which Sawamura was knocked down 16 times and defeated.[24] Sawamura would use what he learned in that fight to incorporate in the evolving kickboxing tournaments.

Muhammad Ali vs. Antonio Inoki[image: External link] took place in Japan in 1976. Both fighters refused to engage in the other's style and after a 15-round stalemate, it was declared a draw. Inoki flopped to his back for the duration of the bout and kicked Ali's legs. Ali had sustained a substantial amount of damage to his legs, causing him to be hospitalized for the next three days.[25]

In 1988 Rick Roufus[image: External link] challenged Changpuek Kiatsongrit[image: External link] to a non-title Muay Thai[image: External link] vs. kickboxing[image: External link] super fight. Rick Roufus was at the time an undefeated Kickboxer and held both the KICK[image: External link] Super Middleweight World title and the PKC Middleweight U.S title. Changpuek Kiatsongrit was finding it increasingly difficult to get fights in Thailand as his weight (70 kg) was not typical for Thailand, where competitive bouts at tend to be at the lower weights. Roufus knocked Changpuek down twice with punches in the first round, breaking Changpuek's jaw, but lost by knockout in the fourth round due to the culmination of low kicks that he was unprepared for.[26]
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 Modern sport




The movement that led to the creation of the American and Japanese mixed martial arts scenes was rooted in two interconnected subcultures[image: External link] and two grappling styles, namely Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link] and shoot wrestling[image: External link]. First were the vale tudo[image: External link] events in Brazil, followed by the Japanese shoot[image: External link]-style wrestling shows.

Vale tudo began in the 1920s and became renowned with the "Gracie challenge[image: External link]" issued by Carlos Gracie[image: External link] and Hélio Gracie[image: External link] and upheld later on by descendants of the Gracie family[image: External link].The "Gracie Challenges" were held in the garages and gyms of the Gracie family members. When the popularity grew, these types of mixed bouts were a staple attraction at the carnivals in Brazil.[27] Early mixed-match martial arts professional wrestling bouts in Japan (known as Ishu Kakutōgi Sen (異種格闘技戦), literally "heterogeneous combat sports bouts") became popular with Antonio Inoki[image: External link] in the 1970s. Inoki was a disciple of Rikidōzan[image: External link], but also of Karl Gotch[image: External link] who trained numerous Japanese wrestlers in catch wrestling[image: External link].

Regulated mixed martial arts competitions were first introduced in the United States by CV Productions, Inc.[image: External link]. Its first competition named Tough Guy Contest was held on March 20, 1980, New Kensington, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Holiday Inn[image: External link]. During that year the company renamed the brand to Super Fighters and sanctioned ten regulated tournaments in Pennsylvania[image: External link]. In 1983 Pennsylvania State Senate passed a bill that specifically called for: "Prohibiting Tough Guy contests or Battle of the Brawlers contests", and ended the sport.[4][5][28] In 1993 the sport got reintroduced in the United States by the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC).[29] The sport gained international exposure and widespread publicity when jiu-jitsu fighter Royce Gracie[image: External link] won the first Ultimate Fighting Championship tournament, submitting three challengers in a total of just five minutes,[30] sparking a revolution in martial arts.[31][32]

Japan had its own form of mixed martial arts discipline Shooto[image: External link] that evolved from shoot wrestling in 1985, as well as the shoot wrestling derivative Pancrase[image: External link] founded as a promotion in 1993. The first Vale Tudo Japan[image: External link] tournaments were held in 1994 and 1995, both were won by Rickson Gracie[image: External link]. Around the same time, International Vale Tudo competition started to develop through (World Vale Tudo Championship (WVC), VTJ[image: External link], IVC[image: External link], UVF etc.). Interest in mixed martial arts as a sport resulted in the creation of the Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link] (Pride) in 1997, where again Rickson participated and won.[33]

The sport reached a new peak of popularity in North America in the December 2006 rematch[image: External link] between then UFC light heavyweight champion Chuck Liddell[image: External link] and former champion Tito Ortiz[image: External link], rivaling the PPV sales of some of the biggest boxing events of all time,[34] and helping the UFC's 2006 PPV gross surpass that of any promotion in PPV history. In 2007, Zuffa LLC[image: External link], the owners of the UFC MMA promotion, bought Japanese rival MMA brand Pride FC[image: External link], merging the contracted fighters under one promotion[35] and drawing comparisons to the consolidation that occurred in other sports, such as the AFL-NFL Merger[image: External link] in American football[image: External link].[36]
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 Origin of 'MMA'




The first documented use of the name mixed martial arts was in a review of UFC 1[image: External link] by television critic Howard Rosenberg[image: External link], in 1993.[1] The term gained popularity when the website newfullcontact.com, then one of the biggest covering the sport, hosted and reprinted the article. The first use of the term by a promotion was in September 1995 by Rick Blume, president and CEO of Battlecade Extreme Fighting, just after UFC 7.[37] UFC official Jeff Blatnick[image: External link] was responsible for the Ultimate Fighting Championship officially adopting the name mixed martial arts. It was previously marketed as "Ultimate Fighting" and "No Holds Barred (NHB)", until Blatnick and John McCarthy[image: External link] proposed the name 'MMA' at the UFC 17[image: External link] rules meeting in response to increased public criticism.[38] The question of who actually coined the name is a question still in debate.[3]
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 Regulation




The first state regulated MMA event was held in Biloxi, Mississippi on August 23, 1996 with the sanctioning of IFC's Mayhem in Mississippi[39] show by the Mississippi Athletic Commission under William Lyons. The rules used were an adaptation of the kickboxing rules already accepted by most state athletic commissions. These modified kickboxing rules allowed for take downs and ground fighting and did away with rounds but did allow for fighters to be stood up by the referee and restarted if there was no action on the ground. These rules were the first in modern MMA to define fouls, fighting surfaces and the use of the cage.

In March 1997, the Iowa Athletic Commission officially sanctioned Battlecade Extreme Fighting[image: External link] under a modified form of its existing rules for Shootfighting[image: External link]. These rules created the 3, 5 minute round, one-minute break format, and mandated shootfighting gloves as well as weight classes for the first time. Illegal blows were listed as groin strikes, head butting, biting, eye gouging, hair pulling, striking an opponent with an elbow while the opponent is on the mat, kidney strikes, and striking the back of the head with closed fist. Holding onto the ring or cage for any reason was defined as foul.[40][41] While there are minor differences between these and the final Unified Rules, notably regarding elbow-strikes, the Iowa rules allowed mixed martial arts promoters to conduct essentially modern events legally, anywhere in the state. On March 28, 1997, Extreme Fighting 4 was held under these rules, making it the first show conducted under a version of the modern rules.

In April 2000, the California State Athletic Commission[image: External link] voted unanimously in favor of regulations that later became the foundation for the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. However, when the legislation was sent to the California capital in Sacramento for review, it was determined that the sport fell outside the jurisdiction of the CSAC, rendering the vote superfluous.[42]

On September 30, 2000, the New Jersey State Athletic Control Board[image: External link] (NJSACB) began to allow mixed martial arts promoters to conduct events in New Jersey. The first event was an IFC event titled Battleground 2000 held in Atlantic City. The intent was to allow the NJSACB to observe actual events and gather information to establish a comprehensive set of rules to effectively regulate the sport.[43]

On April 3, 2001, the NJSACB held a meeting to discuss the regulation of mixed martial arts events. This meeting attempted to unify the myriad rules and regulations which have been utilized by the different mixed martial arts organizations. At this meeting, the proposed uniform rules were agreed upon by the NJSACB, several other regulatory bodies, numerous promoters of mixed martial arts events and other interested parties in attendance. At the conclusion of the meeting, all parties in attendance were able to agree upon a uniform set of rules to govern the sport of mixed martial arts.[43]

The rules adopted by the NJSACB have become the de facto standard set of rules for professional mixed martial arts across North America. On July 30, 2009, a motion was made at the annual meeting of the Association of Boxing Commissions[image: External link] to adopt these rules as the "Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts". The motion passed unanimously.[44]

In November 2005 the United States Army[image: External link] began to sanction mixed martial arts with the first annual Army Combatives Championships held by the US Army Combatives School[image: External link].[45]

Canada[image: External link] formally decriminalized mixed martial arts with a vote on Bill S-209 on June 5, 2013. The bill allows for provinces to have the power to create athletic commissions to regulate and sanction professional mixed martial arts bouts.[46]
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 MMA organizations




Main article: MMA organizations[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Promotions




According to MMA portal[image: External link] Tapology.com listings; there are hundreds of MMA promotions around the world producing MMA events.[47]

Since the UFC came to prominence in mainstream media[image: External link] in 2006, and with their 2007 merger with Pride FC and following purchase of WEC[image: External link] and Strikeforce[image: External link], no companies have presented significant competition,[48] and the UFC has under contract almost all of the top ranked[image: External link] talent.[49] On April 30, 2011, UFC 129[image: External link] set a new North American MMA attendance record, drawing 55,724 at the Rogers Centre[image: External link] in Toronto; the event also set a new MMA world record for the highest paid gate at $12,075,000[50] and is the highest gate in Toronto for any event.[51]

In 2011, the UFC reached a multi-year deal with the Fox Sports[image: External link] network, a tremendous milestone in the organization, bringing the sport to mainstream media.[52] The UFC also broadcasts their shows live to other networks around the world.

Outside of the UFC, the current secondary major MMA promotions that also have on their roster at least 3 top 15 ranked fighters are:


	
Bellator MMA[image: External link]. Based out of Newport Beach, California, United States. Broadcasts their fights locally on Spike TV[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	
ONE Championship[image: External link]. Based out of Kallang, Singapore[image: External link]. Broadcasts their fights locally on ESPN Star Sports[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	
Invicta FC[image: External link] (all female MMA). Based out of Enka, North Carolina, United States. Broadcasts their fights on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service.[53]





	

	Though ranked #20 promotion overall; Japanese, all female MMA promotion JEWELS[image: External link] (DEEP JEWELS) which formed a strategic partnership to cross-promote with Invicta FC since 2012,[54] has many top ranked fighters in their female Atomweight[image: External link] division.[55][56]








Fighters usually get contracts in the above promotions including the UFC after competing successfully in other MMA organisations from around the world.

Some MMA promotions tend to exist more to build up prospects while others have a good mix of prospect/veteran. Some exist only to be feeder leagues to the bigger promotions, others exist to try and be the best in the world. Some promotions only do 4 shows a year while others are doing them monthly. The top 50 regional MMA promotions in the world, compiled on Sherdog forum, have been evaluated by how much talent the promotion currently has, has had in the past, and how notable their fighting venues are while doing so. Popularity has some influence as well. (updated November 2014):[57]


	1. Cage Warriors Fighting Championship[image: External link] (CWFC). Based out of London, England, UK. Broadcasts their fights locally on Premier Sports[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	2. M-1 Global[image: External link]. Based out of St. Petersburg, Russia. Broadcasts their fights locally on Russia-2[image: External link] and on Fight Network[image: External link] internationally.

	3. Jungle Fight[image: External link]. Based out of Manaus, Brazil. Broadcasts their fights locally on SporTV[image: External link] and ESPN Deportes[image: External link] in the USA.

	4. Konfrontacja Sztuk Walki[image: External link] (KSW). Based out of: Warsaw, Poland. Broadcasts their fights locally on Polsat Sport[image: External link] and on Fight Network[image: External link] internationally.

	5. Fight Nights (Russia)[image: External link]. Based out of Moscow, Russia. Broadcasts their fights locally on Russia-2[image: External link] and REN TV[image: External link], and on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service internationally.[53]


	6. Resurrection Fighting Alliance[image: External link] (RFA). Based out of Kearney, Nebraska, USA. Broadcasts their fights locally on AXS TV Fights[image: External link].

	7. Legacy Fighting Championships (LFC). Based out of Houston, Texas, USA. Broadcasts their fights locally on AXS TV Fights[image: External link].

	8. Titan Fighting Championship[image: External link]. Based out of Kansas City, Kansas, USA. Broadcasts their fights locally on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service.[53]


	9. Shooto South America[image: External link] (ShootoBrazil). Based out of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Broadcasts internationally on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service.[53]


	10. British Association of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link] (BAMMA). Based out of London, England. Broadcasts their fights locally on Channel 5 (UK)[image: External link] and other networks around the world.



See rest of list in main article.
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 Gyms




There are hundreds of MMA training facilities throughout the world.[58][59]

These are the current top 10 MMA Gyms in the world based on how many top 15 ranked UFC fighters they currently train. There are 160 fighters who train at over 80 different gyms at the top 15 rankings in the UFC 10 divisions. The rankings are based on a system where a champion earns their gym a score of 25 points. A #1 contender is worth 15 points, a #2 contender is worth 10 points with a decrease in ranking equaling a decrease of 1 point until the ranking reaches #10. From there, rankings 11-15 are each worth 1 point. (updated July 2015):[60]


	1. Nova União[image: External link] located in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

	2. Jackson-Winkeljohn MMA[image: External link] located in Albuquerque, New Mexico

	3. American Kickboxing Academy[image: External link] (AKA) located in San Jose, California.

	4. Team Alpha Male[image: External link] located in Sacramento, California.

	5. American Top Team (ATT) located in Coconut Creek, Florida.

	6. Kings MMA[image: External link] located in Huntington Beach, California.

	7. Blackzilians[image: External link] located in Boca Raton, Florida.

	8. Serra-Longo[image: External link] located in Long Island, New York.

	9. Glendale Fighting Club located in Glendale, California.

	10. Black House[image: External link] (Team Nogueira) based out of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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 Media




Web data traffic ranking leader Alexa Internet[image: External link] lists 50 online media outlets under its "MMA news and media" website category. As of October 17, 2015: the top 10 most popular websites covering the sport are:[61]


	1. Sherdog.com

	2. MMAFighting.com (SB Nation[image: External link])

	3. UFC[image: External link].com

	4. MMAjunkie.com[image: External link]


	5. MMAMania.com (SB Nation)

	6. Bloodyelbow.com (SB Nation)

	7. Mixedmartialarts.com

	8. Espn.go.com[image: External link]/mma

	9. Foxsports.com[image: External link]/ufc

	10. MMAWeekly.com
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 Fighter development




As a result of an increased number of competitors, organized training camps, information sharing, and modern kinesiology[image: External link], the understanding of the combat-effectiveness of various strategies has been greatly improved. UFC commentator Joe Rogan[image: External link] claimed that martial arts evolved more in the ten years following 1993 than in the preceding 700 years combined.[62]

The high profile of modern MMA promotions such as UFC and Pride has fostered an accelerated development of the sport. The early 1990s saw a wide variety of traditional styles competing in the sport.[64] However, early competition saw varying levels of success among disparate styles. In the early 1990s, practitioners of grappling based styles such as Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link] dominated competition in the United States. Practitioners of striking based arts such as boxing, kickboxing[image: External link], and karate[image: External link] who were unfamiliar with submission grappling proved to be unprepared to deal with its submission techniques[image: External link].[65][66][67][68][69] As competitions became more and more common, those with a base in striking arts became more competitive as they cross trained in arts based around takedowns[image: External link] and submission holds.[69] Likewise, those from the varying grappling styles added striking techniques to their arsenal. This increase of cross-training[image: External link] resulted in fighters becoming increasingly multidimensional and well-rounded in their skill-sets.

The new hybridization of fighting styles can be seen in the technique of "ground and pound" developed by wrestling-based UFC pioneers such as Dan Severn[image: External link], Don Frye[image: External link] and Mark Coleman[image: External link]. These wrestlers realized the need for the incorporation of strikes on the ground as well as on the feet, and incorporated ground striking into their grappling-based styles. Mark Coleman stated at UFC 14 that his strategy was to "Ground him and pound him" which may be the first televised use of the term.

Since the late 1990s, both strikers and grapplers have been successful at MMA, though it is rare to see any fighter who is not schooled in both striking and grappling arts reach the highest levels of competition.

The greatest MMA fighter of all time is considered by experts, fighters and fans to be either heavyweight Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link] or middleweight Anderson Silva[image: External link].[70] UFC color commentator[image: External link] Joe Rogan[image: External link] responded to a fan's question: "Joe, is Fedor the Greatest Of All Time? It's him or Anderson, and I could see the argument going either way honestly. Both guys have had truly magical moments in competition against some of the best in the world."[71]
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 Rules




Main article: Mixed martial arts rules[image: External link]


The rules for modern mixed martial arts competitions have changed significantly since the early days of vale tudo[image: External link], Japanese shoot wrestling[image: External link], and UFC 1[image: External link], and even more from the historic style of pankration[image: External link]. As the knowledge of fighting techniques spread among fighters and spectators, it became clear that the original minimalist rule systems needed to be amended.[72] The main motivations for these rule changes were protection of the health of the fighters, the desire to shed the perception of "barbarism and lawlessness", and to be recognized as a legitimate sport.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The new rules included the introduction of weight classes[image: External link]; as knowledge about submissions spread, differences in weight had become a significant factor. There are nine different weight classes in the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. These nine weight classes include flyweight[image: External link] (up to 125 lb / 56.7 kg), bantamweight[image: External link] (up to 135 lb / 61.2 kg), featherweight[image: External link] (up to 145 lb / 65.8 kg), lightweight[image: External link] (up to 155 lb / 70.3 kg), welterweight[image: External link] (up to 170 lb / 77.1 kg), middleweight[image: External link] (up to 185 lb / 83.9 kg), light heavyweight[image: External link] (up to 205 lb / 93.0 kg), heavyweight[image: External link] (up to 265 lb / 120.2 kg), and super heavyweight[image: External link] with no upper weight limit.[43]

Small, open-fingered gloves[image: External link] were introduced to protect fists, reduce the occurrence of cuts (and stoppages due to cuts) and encourage fighters to use their hands for striking to allow more captivating matches. Gloves were first made mandatory in Japan's Shooto[image: External link] promotion and were later adopted by the UFC as it developed into a regulated sport. Most professional fights have the fighters wear 4 oz gloves, whereas some jurisdictions require amateurs to wear a slightly heavier 6 oz glove for more protection for the hands and wrists.

Time limits were established to avoid long fights with little action where competitors conserved their strength. Matches without time limits also complicated the airing of live events. The time limits in most professional fights are three 5 minute rounds, and championship fights are normally five 5 minute rounds. Similar motivations produced the "stand up" rule, where the referee can stand fighters up if it is perceived that both are resting on the ground or not advancing toward a dominant position.[72]

In the U.S., state athletic and boxing commissions have played a crucial role in the introduction of additional rules because they oversee MMA in a similar fashion to boxing. In Japan and most of Europe, there is no regulating authority over competitions, so these organizations have greater freedom in rule development and event structure.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Previously, Japan-based organization Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link] held an opening 10-minute round followed by two five-minute rounds. Stomps, soccer kicks and knees to the head of a grounded opponent are legal, but elbow strikes to the head are not.[73] This rule set is more predominant in the Asian-based organizations as opposed to European and American rules. More recently, Singapore-based organization ONE Championship[image: External link] allows soccer kicks and knees to the head of a grounded opponent as well as elbow strikes to the head, but does not allow head stomps.[74]
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 Victory




Victory in a match is normally gained either by the judges' decision after an allotted amount of time has elapsed, a stoppage by the referee (for example if a competitor can not defend himself intelligently) or the fight doctor (due to an injury), a submission[image: External link], by a competitor's cornerman[image: External link] throwing in the towel, or by knockout.

Knockout (KO): as soon as a fighter is unable to continue due to legal strikes, his opponent is declared the winner. As MMA rules allow submissions and ground and pound, the fight is stopped to prevent further injury to the fighter.

Submission: a fighter may admit defeat during a match by:


	a tap on the opponent's body or mat/floor

	a verbal submission



Technical Submission: the referee stops the match when the fighter is caught in a submission hold and is in danger of being injured. Often it is when a fighter gets choked unconscious; other times it is when a bone has been broken in a submission hold (a broken arm due to a kimura, etc.)

Technical Knockout (TKO)


	Referee stoppage: The ref may stop a match in progress if:

	a fighter becomes dominant to the point where the opponent can not intelligently defend himself and is taking excessive damage as a result

	a fighter appears to be losing consciousness as he/she is being struck

	a fighter appears to have a significant injury such as a cut or a broken bone







Doctor Stoppage/Cut: the referee will call for a time out if a fighter's ability to continue is in question as a result of apparent injuries, such as a large cut. The ring doctor will inspect the fighter and stop the match if the fighter is deemed unable to continue safely, rendering the opponent the winner. However, if the match is stopped as a result of an injury from illegal actions by the opponent, either a disqualification or no contest will be issued instead.

Corner stoppage: a fighter's corner men may announce defeat on the fighter's behalf by throwing in the towel during the match in progress or between rounds. This is normally done when a fighter is being beaten to the point where it is dangerous and unnecessary to continue. In some cases, the fighter may be injured.

Retirement: a fighter is so dazed or exhausted that he/she cannot physically continue fighting. Usually occurs between rounds.

Decision: if the match goes the distance, then the outcome of the bout is determined by three judges. The judging criteria are organization-specific.

Forfeit: a fighter or his representative may forfeit a match prior to the beginning of the match, thereby losing the match.

Disqualification: a "warning" will be given when a fighter commits a foul or illegal action or does not follow the referee's instruction. Three warnings will result in a disqualification. Moreover, if a fighter is unable to continue due to a deliberate illegal technique from his opponent, the opponent will be disqualified.

No Contest: in the event that both fighters commit a violation of the rules, or a fighter is unable to continue due to an injury from an accidental illegal technique, the match will be declared a "No Contest" except in the case of a technical decision in the unified rules.

Technical decision: in the unified rules of MMA, if a fighter is unable to continue due to an accidental illegal technique late in the fight, a technical decision is rendered by the judges based on who is ahead on the judges' scorecards at that time. In a three-round fight, two rounds must be completed for a technical decision to be awarded and in a five-round fight, three rounds must be completed.
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 Fighter ranking




See also: Sports rating system[image: External link]


MMA fighters get ranked according to their performance and outcome of their fights and level of competition they faced. The most popular and used, ranking portals are:


	
Fight Matrix[image: External link]: Ranks up to 250-500 fighters worldwide for every possible division male and female.

	
Sherdog: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide only for current available UFC divisions. Also used by ESPN.

	
SB Nation[image: External link]: Ranks top 14 fighters worldwide only for male divisions. Also used by USA Today[image: External link].

	
MMAjunkie.com[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide for current UFC available divisions.

	
UFC[image: External link]: Ranks top 15 contenders, UFC signed fighters only, as per UFC divisions. (For example: #2 means the fighter is #3 for the UFC, behind the Champion and the #1)

	Tapology: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide for every possible division.[75]


	
Sports Illustrated[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide for current UFC available divisions.[76]


	MMA Rising: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide in every possible division.[77] Notable for their Unified Women's Mixed Martial Arts. Rankings[78][79]


	MMA Weekly: Ranks top 10 male fighters worldwide in every possible division, and P4P for female fighters.[80] Also used by Yahoo! Sports[image: External link].

	
Bleacher Report[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 UFC fighters in each division.

	Fight! Magazine: Ranks top 5 fighters and only in male divisions.[81]


	Ranking MMA: Ranks top 20 male fighters worldwide in each division and also by promotions.[82]


	Oddsshark.com: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide in current UFC divisions.

	GroundandPound.de: Ranks top 10 European male fighters in all divisions.[83]


	MMAViking: Ranks top 5 Scandinavian male fighters in all divisions and Scandinavian female pound for pound.[84]
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 Clothing




Mixed martial arts promotions typically require that male fighters wear shorts in addition to being barechested[image: External link], thus precluding the use of gi[image: External link] or fighting kimono to inhibit or assist submission[image: External link] holds. Male fighters are required by most athletic commissions to wear groin protectors underneath their trunks.[43] Female fighters wear short shorts[image: External link] and sports bras[image: External link] or other similarly snug-fitting tops. Both male and female fighters are required to wear a mouthguard[image: External link].[43]

The need for flexibility in the legs combined with durability prompted the creation of various fighting shorts brands, which then spawned a range of mixed martial arts clothing[image: External link] and casual wear available to the public.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fighting area




According to the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts, an MMA competition or exhibition may be held in a ring or a fenced area. The fenced area can be round or have at least six sides. There are variations on the cage such as replacing the metal fencing with a net, or using a different shape for the area other than an octagon, as the term "the Octagon" is trademarked by the UFC (though the 8-sided shape itself is not trademarked).[85] The fenced area is called a cage generically, or a hexagon, an octagon or an octagon cage, depending on the shape.
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 Common disciplines




Most 'traditional' martial arts have a specific focus and these arts may be trained to improve in that area. Popular disciplines of each type include:[86]


	
Stand-up[image: External link]: Boxing, Kickboxing[image: External link], Muay Thai[image: External link], Karate[image: External link], Taekwondo[image: External link], Combat Sambo[image: External link], Savate[image: External link], and Sanshou[image: External link] are trained to improve stand-up striking.

	
Clinch[image: External link]: Freestyle[image: External link] and Greco-Roman wrestling[image: External link], Judo, JuJutsu[image: External link], Sambo[image: External link], and Sanshou[image: External link] are trained to improve clinching[image: External link], takedowns[image: External link] and throws[image: External link], while Muay Thai[image: External link] is trained to improve the striking[image: External link] aspect of the clinch.

	
Ground[image: External link]: Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], Judo, JuJutsu[image: External link], Sambo[image: External link], Catch wrestling[image: External link], Luta Livre[image: External link] and submission grappling[image: External link] are trained to improve ground control and position, as well as to achieve submission holds[image: External link], and defend against them.



Most styles have been adapted from their traditional forms, such as boxing stances which lack effective counters to leg kicks and the muay thai[image: External link] stance which is poor for defending against takedowns due to the static nature, or Judo and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], techniques which must be adapted for No Gi[image: External link] competition. It is common for a fighter to train with multiple coaches of different styles or an organized fight team to improve various aspects of their game at once. Cardiovascular conditioning[image: External link], speed drills, strength training[image: External link] and flexibility[image: External link] are also important aspects of a fighter's training. Some schools advertise their styles as simply "mixed martial arts", which has become a style in itself, but the training will still often be split into different sections.

While mixed martial arts was initially practiced almost exclusively by competitive fighters, this is no longer the case. As the sport has become more mainstream and more widely taught, it has become accessible to wider range of practitioners of all ages. Proponents of this sort of training argue that it is safe for anyone, of any age, with varying levels of competitiveness and fitness.[87][88]
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 Boxing




Main article: Boxing


Boxing is a combat form that is widely used in MMA and is one of the primary striking bases for many fighters.[89] Boxing punches account for the vast majority of strikes during the stand up portion of a bout and also account for the largest number of significant strikes, knock downs and KOs in MMA matches.[90] Several aspects of boxing are extremely valuable such as footwork, use of combinations, and defensive techniques like slips, stance (to include chin protection and keeping hands up) commonly known as Guard position, and head movement.[91] Boxing based fighters have also been shown to throw and land a higher volume of strikes compared to other striking bases at a rate of 3.88 per minute with 9.64 per minute thrown (compared to Muay Thai at 3.46 and 7.50, respectively).[89] Some fighters that are known for using boxing are Cain Velasquez[image: External link], Nick Diaz[image: External link], Junior dos Santos[image: External link], B.J. Penn[image: External link], Dan Hardy[image: External link], Shane Carwin[image: External link] and Andrei Arlovski[image: External link].
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 Muay Thai




Main article: Muay Thai[image: External link]


Muay Thai[image: External link], along with boxing, is recognized as a foundation for striking in mixed martial arts and is widely practiced and taught. One of the primary benefits of training in Muay Thai for MMA is its versatility. Techniques include long, middle and short range with everything from kicks to clinch holds and throws.[92] It originated in Thailand[image: External link], and is known as the "art of eight limbs" which refers to the use of the legs, knees, elbows and fists.[93]
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 Brazilian jiu-jitsu/Grappling




Main articles: Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link] and Grappling[image: External link]


Brazilian jiu-jitsu came to international prominence in the martial arts community in the early 1990s, when Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu expert Royce Gracie[image: External link] won the first[image: External link], second[image: External link] and fourth[image: External link] Ultimate Fighting Championships, which at the time were single elimination[image: External link] martial arts tournaments. Royce fought against often much larger opponents who were practicing other styles, including boxing, wrestling[image: External link], (including freestyle, Greco-Roman, and American folkstyle), shoot-fighting[image: External link], karate[image: External link] and taekwondo[image: External link]. It has since become a staple art and key component for many MMA fighters. Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and Grappling are largely credited for bringing widespread attention to the importance of ground fighting[image: External link]. They are primarily considered ground-based fighting style, with emphasis on positioning, chokes and joint locks.
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 Judo




Main article: Judo


Using their knowledge of ne-waza[image: External link]/ground grappling and tachi-waza[image: External link]/standing-grappling, several judo practitioners have also competed in mixed martial arts matches.[94][95] Anderson Silva[image: External link], who is a top ranked fighter in the world maintains a black belt in judo, former Russian national judo championship Bronze medallist Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link], famous UFC[image: External link] fighter Karo Parisyan[image: External link], Jim Wallhead[image: External link], Rick Hawn[image: External link], Rameau Thierry Sokoudjou[image: External link], Olympic medallists Hidehiko Yoshida[image: External link] (Gold, 1992), rising contender Dong Hyun Kim[image: External link] is a 4th degree judo black belt, and Ronda Rousey[image: External link] (Bronze, 2008) now Strikeforce[image: External link] and one time Ultimate Fighting Championship Women's Bantamweight Champion as well as Hector Lombard[image: External link], who has been highly ranked in both middleweight and welterweight classes, is a fourth degree black belt in judo and former Olympic judo competitor.[96]

Paulo Filho[image: External link], a former WEC[image: External link] middleweight champion has credited judo for his success in an interview.[97]
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 Wrestling




Main article: Wrestling[image: External link]


Wrestling (including freestyle[image: External link], Greco-Roman[image: External link], and American folkstyle[image: External link]) gained tremendous respect due to its effectiveness in mixed martial arts competitions. It is widely studied by mixed martial artists and credited for conferring an emphasis on conditioning for explosive movement and stamina, both of which are critical in competitive mixed martial arts. It is known for excellent takedowns, particularly against the legs. Notable wrestlers in MMA include Chael Sonnen[image: External link], Randy Couture[image: External link], Brock Lesnar[image: External link] and Olympians Daniel Cormier[image: External link] and Dan Henderson[image: External link].
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 Catch




Main article: Catch wrestling[image: External link]


Karl Gotch[image: External link] was a catch wrestler and a student of Billy Riley[image: External link]'s Snake Pit in Whelley[image: External link], Wigan[image: External link]. In the film Catch: the hold not taken, some of those who trained with Gotch in Wigan talk of his fascination with the traditional Lancashire[image: External link] style of wrestling[image: External link] and how he was inspired to stay and train at Billy Riley's after experiencing its effects first hand during a professional show in Manchester, England[image: External link]. After leaving Wigan, he later went on to teach catch wrestling to Japanese[image: External link] professional wrestlers in the 1970s to students including Antonio Inoki[image: External link], Tatsumi Fujinami[image: External link], Hiro Matsuda[image: External link], Osamu Kido[image: External link], Satoru Sayama[image: External link] (Tiger Mask[image: External link]) and Yoshiaki Fujiwara[image: External link]. Starting from 1976, one of these professional wrestlers, Inoki, hosted a series of mixed martial arts bouts against the champions of other disciplines. This resulted in the popularity of the clash-of-styles bouts in Japan. His matches showcased catch wrestling moves like the sleeper hold[image: External link], cross arm breaker[image: External link], seated armbar[image: External link], Indian deathlock[image: External link] and keylock[image: External link].

Karl Gotch's students formed the original Universal Wrestling Federation (Japan)[image: External link] in 1984 which gave rise to shoot-style[image: External link] matches. The UWF movement was led by catch wrestlers and gave rise to the mixed martial arts boom in Japan. Wigan stand-out Billy Robinson[image: External link] soon thereafter began training MMA legend Kazushi Sakuraba[image: External link]. Catch wrestling forms the base of Japan's martial art of shoot wrestling[image: External link]. Japanese professional wrestling and a majority of the Japanese fighters from Pancrase[image: External link], Shooto[image: External link] and the now defunct RINGS[image: External link] bear links to catch wrestling.

The term no holds barred was used originally to describe the wrestling method prevalent in catch wrestling tournaments during the late 19th century wherein no wrestling holds were banned from the competition, regardless of how dangerous they might be. The term was applied to mixed martial arts matches, especially at the advent of the Ultimate Fighting Championship.[98]
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 Karate




Main article: Karate[image: External link]


Karate[image: External link], especially Kyokushin[image: External link] and other full contact[image: External link] styles, has proven to be effective in the sport as it is one of the core foundations of kickboxing, and specializes in striking techniques.[99][100][101] Various styles of karate are practiced by some MMA fighters, notably Chuck Liddell[image: External link], Bas Rutten[image: External link], Lyoto Machida[image: External link], Stephen Thompson[image: External link], John Makdessi[image: External link], Uriah Hall[image: External link], Ryan Jimmo[image: External link], Georges St-Pierre[image: External link], Kyoji Horiguchi[image: External link], and Louis Gaudinot[image: External link]. Liddell is known to have an extensive striking background in Kenpō with Fabio Martella[image: External link][102] whereas Lyoto Machida[image: External link] practices Shotokan Ryu,[103] and St-Pierre practices Kyokushin[image: External link].[104]
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 Taekwondo




Main article: Taekwondo[image: External link]


Several accomplished MMA fighters have an extensive background in Taekwondo.[105] Some of fighters that use TKD techniques in MMA are former UFC Lightweight Champion and WEC Lightweight Champion Anthony Pettis[image: External link], who is 3rd dan black belt as well as an instructor,[106] former UFC Middleweight Champion Anderson Silva[image: External link], who is 5th dan black belt and still competes in TKD,[107] a former UFC Lightweight Champion and WEC Lightweight Champion Benson Henderson[image: External link] who is a black belt, UFC fighter Yair Rodríguez[image: External link], who is a black belt, former Strikeforce Middleweight Champion Cung Le[image: External link], who is a blackbelt, Dan Hardy[image: External link], who is a black belt, a UFC Heavyweight Champion, a three-time King of Pancrase world champion Bas Rutten[image: External link], who is a 2nd dan black belt, a former 2006 Pride World Grand Prix Open-Weight Champion Mirko Filipović[image: External link], who is a black belt, a UFC Hall of Famer Stephan Bonnar[image: External link], who is a blackbelt, Dennis Siver[image: External link], who is a black belt etc.

Anderson Silva in his instructional book admitted the influence of TKD in formation of his style in the beginning of his career. In each of my fights, I tried to utilize techniques from all the various styles I had studied. I threw Tae Kwon Do kicks. I threw Muay Thai knees and elbows, and I used my knowledge of Brazilian jiu-jitsu on the ground.[108] Also Anthony Pettis has said that he is definitely a traditional martial artist first and a mixed martial artist second.[106] as well as My style of attacking is different [because of] Taekwondo background.[109]
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 Sanshou/Sanda




Chinese martial arts[image: External link] have also been utilized in MMA by several fighters, being highly effective in competition thanks to its novel mixture of striking and stand up takedowns, achieved through a condensation of traditional Chinese Martial Arts techniques. Most prominent and chief amongst these fighters is Cung Le[image: External link], who is most notable for his TKO and KO victories over former UFC champions Frank Shamrock (in Strikeforce) and Rich Franklin (at UFC Macau). Other Sanshou based fighters who have entered MMA include KJ Noons[image: External link], Pat Barry[image: External link], Zhang Tiequan[image: External link][110] and Muslim Salihov[image: External link]. Fighters in the Ranik Ultimate Fighting Champion Federation also typically come from a Wushu, hence Sanshou background.
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 Strategies




The techniques utilized in mixed martial arts competition generally fall into two categories: striking[image: External link] techniques (such as kicks[image: External link], knees[image: External link], punches[image: External link] and elbows[image: External link]) and grappling[image: External link] techniques (such as clinch holds[image: External link], pinning holds[image: External link], submission holds[image: External link], sweeps[image: External link], takedowns[image: External link] and throws[image: External link]).

Today, mixed martial artists must cross-train[image: External link] in a variety of styles to counter their opponent's strengths and remain effective in all the phases of combat.
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 Sprawl-and-Brawl




Sprawl-and-Brawl is a stand-up fighting[image: External link] tactic that consists of effective stand-up striking, while avoiding ground fighting[image: External link], typically by using sprawls[image: External link] to defend against takedowns[image: External link].[111]

A Sprawl-and-Brawler is usually a boxer or kickboxer[image: External link], Thai boxer[image: External link] or karate[image: External link] fighter who has trained in various styles of wrestling[image: External link], judo, and/or sambo[image: External link] to avoid takedowns to keep the fight standing. This is a form which is heavily practiced in the amateur leagues.

These fighters will often study submission wrestling[image: External link] to avoid being forced into submission should they find themselves on the ground. This style can be deceptively different from traditional kickboxing styles, since sprawl-and-brawlers must adapt their techniques to incorporate takedown[image: External link] and ground fighting[image: External link] defense. A few notable examples are Igor Vovchanchyn[image: External link], Mirko Filipović[image: External link], Chuck Liddell[image: External link], Mark Hunt[image: External link] and more recently Junior dos Santos[image: External link], Andrei Arlovski[image: External link].[112] and Joanna Jedrzejczyk[image: External link].[113]
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 Ground-and-pound




Ground-and-pound is a strategy consisting of taking an opponent to the ground using a takedown[image: External link] or throw, obtaining a top, or dominant grappling position[image: External link], and then striking the opponent, primarily with fists, hammerfists[image: External link], and elbows. Ground-and-pound is also used as a precursor to attempting submission[image: External link] holds.

The style is used by fighters well-versed in submission defense and skilled at takedowns. They take the fight to the ground, maintain a grappling position, and strike until their opponent submits or is knocked out. Although not a traditional style of striking, the effectiveness and reliability of ground-and-pound has made it a popular tactic. It was first demonstrated as an effective technique by Mark Coleman[image: External link], then popularized by fighters such as Chael Sonnen[image: External link], Don Frye[image: External link], Frank Trigg[image: External link], Jon Jones[image: External link], Cheick Kongo[image: External link], Mark Kerr[image: External link], Frank Shamrock[image: External link], Tito Ortiz[image: External link], Matt Hughes[image: External link], and Chris Weidman[image: External link].[114]

While most fighters utilize ground-and-pound statically, by way of holding their opponents down and mauling them with short strikes from the top position, a few fighters manage to utilize it dynamically by striking their opponents while changing positions, thus not allowing their opponents to settle once they take them down. Cain Velasquez[image: External link] is one of the most devastating ground strikers in MMA. He attacks his opponents on the ground while transitioning between positions. Whether he's moving from mount[image: External link] to back mount or from turtle to side control[image: External link], he is constantly landing shots.[115] Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link], considered the greatest master of ground-and-pound in MMA history, was the first to demonstrate this dynamic style of striking in transition. He was striking his opponents on the ground while passing guard[image: External link] or while his opponents were attempting to recover guard.[116][117]

In the year 2000, MMA play-by-play commentator Stephen Quadros[image: External link] coined the popular phrase lay and pray. This refers to a situation where a wrestler or grappler keeps another fighter pinned or controlled on the mat to avoid a stand up, yet exhibiting little or no urgency to finish the grounded opponent with a knockout or a submission and basically stalling a decision for the majority or entirety of the fight, basically taking the opponent down, holding on tight, referee stands them back up, and repeat again—a sort of extreme form of defensive wrestling.[118] The implication of "lay and pray" is that after the wrestler/grappler takes the striker down and lays on him to neutralize the opponent's striking weapons, he prays that the referee does not return them to the standing position. This style is considered by many fans as the most boring style of fighting and is highly criticized for intentionally creating non-action, yet it is effective and some argue that lay-and-pray is justified and that it is the responsibility of the downed fighter to be able to protect himself from this legitimate fighting technique.[118][119][120][121] Many consider Jon Fitch[image: External link] to be the poster boy for lay and pray.[122] UFC[image: External link] Welterweight champion Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] has been criticized by fans for playing it safe and applying the lay and pray tactic in his fights[123] and so has Bellator MMA[image: External link] Welterweight champion Ben Askren[image: External link] who justified applying lay and pray, explaining that champion fights are much harder because they are 5 rounds long compared to the usual 3 round fights.[124]
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 Submission-Seeking




Submission-Seeking is a reference to the strategy of taking an opponent to the ground using a takedown or throw[image: External link] and then applying a submission hold[image: External link], forcing the opponent to submit[image: External link]. While grapplers will often work to attain dominant position, some may be more comfortable fighting from other positions. If a grappler finds themselves unable to force a takedown, they may resort to pulling guard[image: External link], whereby they physically pull their opponent into a dominant position on the ground.[125]

Submissions are an essential part of many disciplines, most notably Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], catch wrestling[image: External link], judo, Sambo[image: External link], and shootwrestling[image: External link]. They were popularized in the early UFC events by Royce Gracie[image: External link] and Ken Shamrock.
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 Score oriented fighting




Especially used by fighters with strong wrestling[image: External link] background facing a highly skilled BJJ opponent, or by wrestlers who prefer stand-up fights[image: External link]. Usually fighters who adopt this strategy use takedowns only for scoring[image: External link], easily allowing the adversary to stand up and continue the fight. They also want to land clear strikes and control the octagon. In order to win the fight by decision all score oriented fighters have to master perfect MMA defense techniques and avoid takedowns.[126]
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 Clinch-Fighting




Clinch-Fighting is a tactic consisting of using a clinch hold[image: External link] to prevent the opponent from moving away into more distant striking range, while also attempting takedowns and striking[image: External link] the opponent using knees[image: External link], stomps[image: External link], elbows[image: External link], and punches. The clinch is often utilized by wrestlers and Judokas that have added components of the striking game (typically boxing), and Muay Thai[image: External link] fighters.

Wrestlers and Judoka may use clinch fighting as a way to neutralize the superior striking skills of a stand-up fighter or to prevent takedowns by a superior ground fighter. Ronda Rousey[image: External link], with her Judo background, is considered a master at initiating throws from the clinch to set up armbars[image: External link].[127]

The clinch or "plum" of a Muay Thai[image: External link] fighter is often used to improve the accuracy of knees[image: External link] and elbows[image: External link] by physically controlling the position of the opponent. Anderson Silva[image: External link] is well known for his devastating Muay Thai clinch. He defeated UFC middle weight champion Rich Franklin[image: External link] using the Muay Thai clinch and kneeing Franklin repeatedly to the body and face - breaking Franklin's nose. In their rematch Silva repeated this and won again.[128]

Other fighters may use the clinch to push their opponent against the cage or ropes, where they can effectively control their opponent's movement and restrict mobility while striking them with punches to the body or stomps also known as dirty boxing or "Wall and Maul". Randy Couture[image: External link] used his Greco Roman wrestling[image: External link] background to popularize this style en route to six title reigns in the Ultimate Fighting Championship.[129]

In general, fighters who cannot win fights through lightning offense, or are more suited to win fights in the later rounds or via decision are commonly known as grinders. Grinders aim to shut down their opponent's game plan and chip away at them via clinching, smothering and ground-and-pound for most of the rounds. Prominent examples of grinders are Pat Healy[image: External link],[130] Rampage Jackson[image: External link], and Chael Sonnen[image: External link].[131]
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 Women's mixed martial arts




Main article: Women's mixed martial arts[image: External link]


While mixed martial arts is primarily a male dominated sport, it does have female athletes. Female competition in Japan includes promotions such as the all-female Valkyrie[image: External link], and JEWELS[image: External link] (formerly known as Smackgirl[image: External link]).[132] However historically there has been only a select few major professional mixed martial arts organizations in the United States that invite women to compete. Among those are Strikeforce[image: External link], Bellator Fighting Championships[image: External link], the all female Invicta Fighting Championships[image: External link], and the now defunct EliteXC[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

There has been a growing awareness of women in mixed martial arts due to popular female fighters and personalities such as Megumi Fujii[image: External link], Miesha Tate[image: External link], Cristiane "Cyborg" Santos[image: External link], Ronda Rousey[image: External link], Joanna Jędrzejczyk[image: External link], Holly Holm[image: External link] and Gina Carano[image: External link] among others. Carano became known as "the face of women's MMA" after appearing in a number of EliteXC[image: External link] events. This was furthered by her appearances on MGM Television's 2008 revival of their game show American Gladiators[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 History




In Japan, female competition has been documented since the mid-1990s. Influenced by female professional wrestling and kickboxing[image: External link], the Smackgirl competition was formed in 2001 and became the only major all-female promotion in mixed martial arts. Other early successful Japanese female organizations included Ladies Legend Pro-Wrestling[image: External link], ReMix (a predecessor to Smackgirl), U-Top Tournament, K-Grace, and AX.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Aside from all-female organizations, most major Japanese male dominated promotions have held select female competitions. These have included DEEP[image: External link], MARS, Gladiator, HEAT, Cage Force, K-1[image: External link], Sengoku[image: External link], Shooto[image: External link] (under the name G-Shooto), and Pancrase[image: External link] (under the name Pancrase Athena).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the United States, prior to the success of The Ultimate Fighter reality show that launched mixed martial arts into the mainstream media,[citation needed[image: External link]] there was no major coverage of female competitions. Some early organizations who invited women to compete included, International Fighting Championships, SuperBrawl, King of the Cage[image: External link], Rage in the Cage, Ring of Combat, Bas Rutten Invitational, and HOOKnSHOOT. From the mid-2000s, more coverage came when organizations such as Strikeforce[image: External link], EliteXC[image: External link], Bellator Fighting Championships[image: External link], and Shark Fights[image: External link] invited women to compete.

Outside Japan[image: External link] and the United States, female competition is almost exclusively found in minor local promotions. However, in Europe[image: External link] some major organizations have held select female competitions, including It's Showtime[image: External link], Shooto Europe, Cage Warriors[image: External link], and M-1 Global[image: External link].

Following Zuffa's acquisition of Strikeforce in March 2011,[133][134][135][136] the UFC began promoting women's fights. The notoriety of the female fights increased with Ronda Rousey's rise to fame, but the league still struggles to find its brand with women fighters.[137] Contract problems with athletes like Gina Carano have made it difficult to secure compelling female main events for the UFC.[138]

Controversy arose in 2013, when CFA (Championship Fighting Alliance) fighter Fallon Fox[image: External link] came out as a transgender[image: External link] woman. The case became a centerpiece of debates concerning whether it was fair to have a transsexual woman compete against one born of the female sex[image: External link] in a contact sport.[139] Neither the UFC nor Invicta FC say they will allow her to fight, and then-UFC Bantamweight champion Ronda Rousey says she will not fight her.[140]
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 Amateur mixed martial arts




Amateur Mixed Martial Arts is the amateur version[image: External link] of the Mixed Martial Arts in which participants engage largely or entirely without remuneration. Under the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation[image: External link] (IMMAF) and the World Mixed Martial Arts Association (WMMAA), it is practiced within a safe and regulated environment which relies on a fair and objective scoring system and competition procedures similar to those in force in the professional Mixed Martial Arts rules[image: External link].[141][142] Amateur MMA is practiced with board shorts and with approved protection gear that includes shin protectors, and amateur MMA gloves[image: External link].
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 International Mixed Martial Arts Federation




Main article: International Mixed Martial Arts Federation[image: External link]


On February 29, 2012, the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF) was set up to bring international structure, development and support to mixed martial arts worldwide.[143] IMMAF launched with support of market leader, the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC).[144][145] The IMMAF is a non-profit, democratic federation organized according to international federation standards to ensure that MMA as a sport is allowed the same recognition, representation and rights as all other major sports. The IMMAF is registered under Swedish law and is founded on democratic principles, as outlined in their statutes.[146] As of March 2015, there are 39 total members from 38[147] countries, which come from Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, India, Ireland (Northern Ireland), Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malaysia, Nepal, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Romania, The Seychelles, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.[147] [147][147]

The IMMAF held its first Amateur World Championships in Las Vegas, USA, from June 30 to July 6, 2014.[148][149][150]
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 World Mixed Martial Arts Association




World Mixed Martial Arts Association (WMMAA) was founded in 2012 in Monaco by M-1 Global[image: External link] commercial promoters and is under the leadership of CEO Vadim Finkelstein and Fedor Emelianenko.[151][152][153][154] The World MMA Association is an organization that manages and develops mixed martial arts, it establishes rules and procedures and hosts MMA competitions. World MMA Association includes national MMA organizations, representing the sport and registered in accordance with national laws.

As of December 2013 WMMAA has 38 member states under its umbrella: Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Colombia, Czech Republic, France, Guatemala, Georgia, Greece, India, Iran, Italy, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Venezuela.[155]

On October 20, 2013 the first World MMA Championship was held in Saint Petersburg, Russia.[156]
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 WMMAA Pan-American Division




On July 4, 2014 The WMMAC- The World MMA Council merged with the WMMAA and as a result the first ever Pan-American Division for the World MMA Association was created under the leadership of business magnate Tomas Yu, during the 2014 WMMAA Congress that was held in Amsterdam, Netherlands.[157] [158] [159] [160] [161] [162]
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 Safety




Mixed Martial Arts competitions have changed dramatically since the first Ultimate Fighting Championship in 1993, specifically with the inception of the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. A paucity of data on injuries that occur in MMA and the resulting concerns and controversy with regard to MMA's safety remain. A recent systematic review concluded that the injury incidence rate in MMA appears to be greater than in most, if not all, other popular and commonly practised combat sports.[163]
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 Injury rates




In a recent meta-analysis of the available injury data in MMA, the injury incidence rate was estimated to be 228.7 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures (one athlete-exposure is defined as one athlete participating in a single fight).[163] The estimated injury incidence rate in MMA is greater than in other full-contact combat sports such as judo (44.0 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures),[164] taekwondo[image: External link] (79.4 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures),[165] amateur boxing[image: External link] (77.7 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures),[166] and professional boxing (118.0-250.6 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures).[167][168][169][170]
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 Injury pattern




In general, the injury pattern in MMA is very similar to that in professional boxing but unlike that found in other combat sports such as judo and taekwondo.[163] The most commonly injured body region is the head (66.8% to 78.0% of reported injuries) followed by the wrist/hand (6.0% to 12.0% of reported injuries), while the most frequent types of injury were laceration (36.7% to 59.4% of reported injuries), fracture (7.4% to 43.3% of reported injuries), and concussion (3.8% to 20.4% of reported injuries).[163]
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 Mental health




In preliminary results reported in April 2012 as part of an ongoing study of a 109 professional boxers and MMA fighters being conducted by Dr. Charles Bernick and his colleagues at Cleveland Clinic's Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health, fighters with more than six years of ring experience were observed to have reductions in size in their hippocampus and thalamus whereas fighters with more than twelve years of ring experience were observed to have both reductions in size and symptoms such as memory loss (the hippocampus and thalamus deal with memory and alertness). Dr. Bernick speculates that the cumulative damage over time from lesser blows may eventually prove an even more important topic of study than that of infrequent concussions.[171]
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 Fatalities




Main article: Fatalities in mixed martial arts contests[image: External link]


There have been seven known deaths in MMA to date.[172] There were no documented cases of deaths after a sanctioned MMA event prior to 2007.[173]

In the period of 2007 to 2010, there were two fatalities in mixed martial arts matches. The first was the death of Sam Vasquez[image: External link] on November 30, 2007.[174] Vasquez collapsed shortly after being knocked out by Vince Libardi in the third round of an October 20, 2007 fight at the Toyota Center[image: External link] in Houston, Texas[image: External link].[173] Vasquez had two separate surgeries to remove blood clots from his brain, and shortly after the second operation suffered a devastating stroke and never regained consciousness.[174]

The second death stemming from a sanctioned mixed martial arts contest occurred in South Carolina on June 28, 2010, when 30-year-old Michael Kirkham was knocked out and never regained consciousness. He was pronounced dead two days after the fight.[175]
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 Legality of professional competitions
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 Australia




MMA in Australia[image: External link] is sanctioned in all States and Territories of Australia by various combat sports authorities/organizations. There is debate about the use of the cage, which was banned in Victoria[image: External link] in 2007[176] and then relegalized in 2015.[177] The cage was banned in Western Australia[image: External link] in March, 2013.
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 Bahrain




MMA is legalized in Bahrain. Bahrain National MMA Federation (BNMMAF) has been set up under the patronage of Sheikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa[image: External link] and the jurisdiction of the Sports Minister Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa[image: External link].[178] The development of MMA in the nation is convened through KHK MMA, which also owns Brave Combat Federation[image: External link] which is the largest Mixed Martial Arts promotion in the Middle East.[179] Bahrain will be hosting World MMA Amateurs Championship 2017 supported by International Mixed Martial Arts Federation[image: External link].[180]
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 Belgium




MMA is tolerated in Belgium but not supported. In May 2012 the Belgian MMA Federation (BMMAF) was accepted by the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation as its third member, after several years of carrying out many of the tasks of a national federation under the former name of the Belgian Shooto and MMA Federation. Active in developing MMA in Belgium from 2005, the group later redefined their activities to include MMA in order to be able to use a cage. Registered as federation in Belgium in 2006, the former Belgian Shooto and MMA Federation organized more than 1500 MMA bouts (Amateur, B class and A class), and built a structure for the sport nationally that included insurance, rules and regulation, experience levels for fighters and technical seminars. The BMMAF has continued its activities as part of the wider MMA community under IMMAF.[181][182][183]
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 Brazil




January 17, 2013 saw the announcement that the Brazilian MMA Athletic Commission, or Comissao Atletica Brasileira de MMA (CABMMA), had joined the International MMA Federation. The CABMMA represents state federations across Brazil and is spearheaded by lawyers Giovanni Biscardi and Rafael Favettia, a former Executive Secretary of the Minister of Justice and Interim Minister of Justice.[184] The CABMMA supervised its first event with "UFC on FX 7" on 19 January 2013 at Ibirapuera Gymnasium in São Paulo.[185][186][187]

The CABMMA first hit international sports headlines when it suspended fighter Rousimar Palhares for prolonging a submission on opponent Mike Pierce, despite him tapping several times, during UFC[image: External link] Fight Night 29 in Barueri, Brazil on 9th Oct 2013.[188][189] The CABMMA was called to preside over another controversy to involve a Brazilian competitor, when Vitor Belfort's use of Testosterone Replacement Therapy came to light over UFC[image: External link] on FX 8 (May 18, 2013)[190]
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 Bulgaria




Appearing on professional basis around 2008–2009, MMA is a new sport in Bulgaria and growing rapidly. With a strong wrestling and boxing culture in the region, general interest in the sport is huge. However, it remains unregulated. The Bulgarian Federation for Mixed Martial Arts was elected as the national federation representing the Republic of Bulgaria under the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation in October 2014; and like all IMMAF members, is a non-profit, democratic organization. Established in November 2013 by 10 MMA clubs, the organization is headed by UFC competitor Stanislav Nedkov. The federation's registration to the Ministry of Justice was approved in June 2014 and its application for formal recognition by the Ministry of Sport is in its advanced stages.[191][192]
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 Cambodia




In January 2013, the Cambodian Mixed Martial Arts Association was created under the Cambodian Martial Arts Federation. At this time there are no MMA events organized with the CMMAA approval. Television channel MYTV holds its KWC promotion under the sanctioning of the Cambodian Boxing Federation, responsible for sanctioning all boxing and Kun Khmer[image: External link] events in the country, in direct contrast to the situation in neighbouring Thailand.
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 Canada




For many years, professional MMA competitions were illegal in Canada. Section 83(2) of the Canadian Criminal Code deemed that only boxing matches where only fists are used are considered legal.[193][194] However most provinces regulated it by a provincial athletic commission (skirting S. 83(2) by classifying MMA as "mixed boxing"),[195] such as the provinces of Manitoba, Ontario,[196] Nova Scotia[image: External link], Quebec, and Northwest Territories. The legality of MMA in the provinces of Alberta, British Columbia, and New Brunswick varies depending on the municipality.[197][198] Professional MMA competitions remain illegal in the Canadian provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, Yukon, and Nunavut because it is not regulated by an athletic commission.

Canada formally decriminalized mixed martial arts with a vote on Bill S-209 on June 5, 2013. The bill formally gives provinces[image: External link] the power to create athletic commissions to regulate and sanction professional mixed martial arts bouts.[46] Bill S-209 does not in and of itself make MMA legal across Canada; it allows provinces to make it legal on a province by province basis.[195]
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 China




In 2011, the Ranik Ultimate Fighting Federation ( RUFF[image: External link]) hosted the first MMA event in Shanghai[image: External link] sanctioned by China's governing body for combat sports, the Wushu Sports Management Center of the General Administration of Sport in China. RUFF formally crowned the first Chinese national MMA champions in 2013 with each champion receiving 1,000,000 RMB in prize money.[199] Other MMA promotions in China includes Real Fight Championship, which has produced 3 events in Henan[image: External link] and Beijing[image: External link].
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 Denmark




In Denmark, Mixed Martial Arts may be practised but is not an official or legally regulated sport. On November 11, 2012 the voluntary Danish Mixed Martial Arts Federation held its first official general assembly in Odense, Denmark. There the DMMAF was officially founded and a board was elected headed up by President Claus Larsen. The Federation was publicly launched on Friday November 24, inviting Danish MMA organizations, gyms and academies to sign up as members. The DMMAF is working towards recognition under the Danish Sports Federation, Dansk Idræts Forbund. On November 25 the DMMAF's application to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation was approved.[200][201]
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 France




There remains political opposition to MMA in France and full contact MMA competition is banned.[202][203][204] All bouts on French soil recorded as Mixed Martial Arts are in fact held under Pancrase Rules and other variants (Pankration, Kempo, Pankido).[205][206] These bouts involve no striking on the ground as it is illegal in the country. The Commission National de Mixed Martial Arts (CNMMA) was founded as a non-profit organization for the development of MMA in 2009. The CNMMA had worked over four years to put an educational structure in place, including a technical system for the safe progression from grass-roots level, all the way up to the top professional level.[207] Comprising 11 regional leagues working under regional technical advisers and teams,[207] the CNMMA joined the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF) in March 2013 as The Commission Française de Mixed Martial Arts (CFMMA).[208][209] In 2012, CFMMA president Bertrand Amoussou ascended to the position of President of the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation.
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 India




Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports (India) have not recognized Mixed Martial Arts as a sport in India. Hence conducting Mixed Martial Arts events are not covered as sports but as unsanctioned events or street fighting.[210] There had been allegations from MMA fighters about lack of insurance, medical facilities and financial benefits.
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 Ireland




The Irish Martial Arts Commission recognised by the Irish Sports Council[image: External link] does not include MMA among its recognised martial arts.[211][212] The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport[image: External link] does not recognise MMA as a sport.[213][not in citation given[image: External link]] UFC Fight Night 46[image: External link], featuring Conor McGregor[image: External link], was held in Dublin in 2014.

Mixed Martial Arts Federation Ireland (MMAFI), intended as a federation for amateur MMA clubs, gained observer status at IMMAF in June 2012.[214] MMAFI had a meeting in March 2013 with the Northern Ireland sports minister[image: External link], Carál Ní Chuilín[image: External link] about the prospect of getting recognition from Sport Northern Ireland[image: External link].[214]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Japan




MMA competition has been legal in Japan since at least the mid-1980s, when Pancrase[image: External link] fights began to be held. There are several MMA-related organizations, including RIZIN FF[image: External link], DEEP[image: External link], Pancrase, Shooto[image: External link] and ZST[image: External link].[215][216]
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 Malaysia




In July 2013 the Malaysia Mixed Martial Arts Association (MASMMAA) was formally announced as the official national governing body for MMA in Malaysia, ahead of its formation in December 2013. MASMMAA is registered under the Malaysian Sports Development Act 1997 and recognized by the Commissioner of Sports, under the auspices of the office of the Youth & Sports Ministry. The federation comprises representatives of ten states out of fourteen in Malaysia. MASMMAA became affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation in April 2014.[217][218][219]
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 Norway




In Norway, sports that involve knock-outs as a means of securing victory or points are illegal, including MMA and boxing.[220][221] Norwegian MMA fighters must therefore travel abroad to compete. The Norwegian MMA Federation (NMMAF) was elected as a full member of the International MMA Federation (IMMAF) on 22 April 2012,[222] representing 49 member gyms across Norway.[223] In 2012 the "Merkekamper" concept was introduced by the NMMAF, with government sanctioning, that enables member MMA gyms to hold events with sparring matches, but governed by strict rules concerning how hard a fighter is permitted to strike.[224][225]
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 Pakistan




In Pakistan[image: External link], Mixed Martial Arts Pakistan[image: External link] organizes MMA events, the organization was founded in 2007 by veteran Pakistani MMA fighter Bashir Ahmad[image: External link] for promotion of MMA in Pakistan[image: External link]. Bashir Ahmad came to Pakistan in 2007 and that is when MMA in Pakistan was born and ever since that day Bashir gave all he got to promote Mixed Martial Arts in Pakistan[image: External link]
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 Portugal




The FMMAP is recognized by the Portuguese government as a non-profit sports federation and oversees Amateur MMA competition and coaching nationally. Based in Vila do Conde, the Federação de Mixed Martial Arts de Portugal (FMMAP) was founded as a collaborative effort between 6 existing non-profit organizations in 2012, as Portugal's first dedicated MMA Federation. This is in line with government requirements of all sport federations in Portugal that they consist of at least 3 associated, non-profit groups. The composite FMMAP organisations are all involved in the coaching and promoting of MMA with a shared goal for the Amateur sport, but come from various martial arts that include Karate, Kickboxing, Muay Thai, Pankration Athlima, Mixed Martial Arts, Jeet Kune Do, Freestyle martial arts, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and Wrestling. Affiliated groups at launch were AAMU - Associação Artes Marciais, Associação de Artes Marciais e Desportos de Combate (Açores), Associação Areagon (Chaves City), Associação Mirandelense de Artes Orientais (Mirandela City), Associação Portuguesa de Ciências de Combate/JKD Unlimited Portugal (Lisbon City), KMD MMA system (Porto City), Barcelos Gym (Barcelos City). The FMMAP is affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF).[226][227][228]
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 Romania




The Romanian Mixed Martial Arts Federation (RMMAF) was established in 2012 as a legal non-profit federation under the Ministry of Youth and Sport in Romania. The Federation was formed by the board of MMA organization AGON backed by a broad representation of the Romanian MMA community including around 20 pure MMA clubs and non-profit MMA organizations around the country. Based in Bucharest, Romania AGON club was founded in its present legal form in June 2012 following a long period of time of acting under different other organisations, and Gheorghe Stanciu was elected as its president. AGON's members brought long experience in the management of sports organizations, with Mr Mihail Mihailovici having previously founded the Kyolusing BudoKai organization in Romania under the IKO, organising national and international competitions over 5 years and working with the government as a recognised sports body. The RMMAF is affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF).[229][230][231][232]
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 Russia




In September 2012, MMA was given 'National Sport' status in Russia, and on the same day fighter and M-1 Global[image: External link] promoter Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link] was appointed to the role of Russian MMA Union president.[233]
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 Singapore




The MMA program at Singapore is licensed by the Cantonment Police Division.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sweden




MMA competition is legal[234] and under the purview of the Swedish Mixed Martial Arts Federation (SMMAF) which was formed in 2007[235] and began overseeing MMA events and governing the sport as a whole in 2008.[236] In 2009 the SMMAF was accepted into the Association of Swedish Budo and Martial Arts Federation,[236] thus granting MMA "national sport" status and making its approved clubs eligible for partial government subsidization.[236] On April 30, 2011, the SMMAF sanctioned the first event under its purview to utilize the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link].[237] The Swedish Mixed Martial Arts Federation governs the sport of MMA in Sweden as a member affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation.[147][238]

The SMMAF hit the headlines when it withdrew Swedish headliner, Alexander Gustafsson[image: External link], from competing at UFC[image: External link] on FUEL 9 in Sweden (April 6, 2013), due to a facial laceration.[239][240][241][242]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 South Africa




MMA competition is legal and under the purview of the Professional Mixed Martial Arts Council or PROMMA Africa;[citation needed[image: External link]] which was formed in 2010 with its main purpose to regulate MMA at larger MMA promotions such as EFC Worldwide (Formerly known as EFC Africa). PROMMA Africa began overseeing Rise of the Warrior MMA events in 2010. In 2012 the PROMMA Africa Council was accepted into the Mixed Martial Arts Association of South Africa (MASA) thus granting MMA "national sport" status.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition to EFC Africa, there are other leagues such as Dragon Legends MMA.[243]
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 Thailand




In 2012, the Sports Authority of Thailand banned competitions.[244] It has been speculated that the Muay Thai[image: External link] industry played a factor in the Sports Authority of Thailand (SAT)'s final decision, as MMA could potentially take away business from Muay Thai, from fighters to profit.[245] SAT Deputy Governor Sakol Wannapong has said "Organizing a MMA event here would hurt the image of Muay Thai, if you want to do this kind of business, you should do it in another country. Organizing MMA here could mislead the public into believing that Muay Thai is brutal."

Jussi Saloranta, the owner of Thailand's only MMA promotion, DARE Fight Sports, revealed that his lawyers found that the ban was actually premature, and that from a legal standpoint, there is no law banning mixed martial arts in the country, and that the SAT's ban was more of a scare tactic. Because of this DARE continue to showcase events while informing fans only at the last minute through texts on the day of the event, and presenting the videos on YouTube as The Most Dangerous Gameshow.[246] Saloranta has also helped set up the MMA Association of Thailand, in the hopes of reaching a compromise with SAT and regulating mixed martial arts in Thailand.

On September 12, 2013, DARE Fight Sports released a statement announcing SAT had removed the ban on MMA and would henceforth sanction the sport in Thailand.[247]

Dare Fight Sports is currently the only MMA organization in Thailand to be officially sanctioned and publicized by the tourism authority of Thailand but there is now also an ever-growing set of new MMA organizations appearing around the country [248]
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 United States




In the United States, professional MMA is overseen by the Association of Boxing Commissions.[249] According to the Associations of Boxing Commissions, professional MMA competitions are allowed in all states.[197] Alaska has no boxing or athletic commission. Montana has a state athletic commission although it doesn't regulate MMA. However, MMA is legal in both states. West Virginia became the 44th state to regulate mixed martial arts on March 24, 2011.[250] On March 8, 2012, Wyoming became the 45th state to regulate MMA.[251] On May 4, 2012, it was announced that Vermont had become the 46th state to regulate MMA.[252] Legislation allowing MMA in Connecticut came into effect on October 1, 2013, making it the 47th state to regulate the sport.[253] On March 22, 2016, the New York State Assembly voted to lift the State's 1997 ban on MMA and on April 14, 2016 Governor Cuomo signed the bill legalizing and regulating the sport into law.[254][255]
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Boxing






"Pugilism", "Boxer", and "Prizefighter" redirect here. For other uses, see Boxing (disambiguation)[image: External link], Boxer (disambiguation)[image: External link], Boxers (disambiguation)[image: External link], Pugilism (disambiguation)[image: External link], and Prizefighter (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Boxing is a combat sport[image: External link] in which two people wearing protective gloves[image: External link] throw punches at each other for a predetermined set of time in a boxing ring[image: External link].

Amateur boxing[image: External link] is both an Olympic[image: External link] and Commonwealth Games[image: External link] sport and is a common fixture in most international games—it also has its own World Championships. Boxing is supervised by a referee[image: External link] over a series of one- to three-minute intervals called rounds. The result is decided when an opponent is deemed incapable to continue by a referee, is disqualified for breaking a rule, resigns by throwing in a towel[image: External link], or is pronounced the winner or loser based on the judges' scorecards at the end of the contest. In the event that both fighters gain equal scores from the judges, the fight is considered a draw (professional boxing). In Olympic boxing, due to the fact that a winner must be declared, in the case of a draw - the judges use technical criteria to choose the most deserving winner of the bout.

While people have fought in hand-to-hand combat[image: External link] since before the dawn of history, the origin of boxing as an organized sport[image: External link] may be its acceptance by the ancient Greeks[image: External link] as an Olympic game[image: External link] in BC 688. Boxing evolved from 16th- and 18th-century prizefights, largely in Great Britain, to the forerunner of modern boxing in the mid-19th century, again initially in Great Britain and later in the United States.
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 Ancient history




See also: Ancient Greek boxing[image: External link]


The earliest known depiction of boxing comes from a Sumerian[image: External link] relief[image: External link] in Iraq from the 3rd millennium BCE[2] Later depictions from the 2nd millennium BC are found in reliefs from the Mesopotamian[image: External link] nations of Assyria[image: External link] and Babylonia[image: External link], and in Hittite[image: External link] art from Asia Minor[image: External link]. The earliest evidence for fist fighting with any kind of gloves can be found on Minoan[image: External link] Crete[image: External link] (c.1650–1400 BCE), and on Sardinia[image: External link], if we consider the boxing statues[image: External link] of Prama mountains (c. 2000–1000 BC).[2]

In Ancient Greece[image: External link] boxing was a well developed sport and enjoyed consistent popularity. In Olympic terms, it was first introduced in the 23rd Olympiad[image: External link], 688 B.C. The boxers would wind leather thongs around their hands in order to protect them. There were no rounds and boxers fought until one of them acknowledged defeat or could not continue. Weight categories were not used, which meant heavyweights had a tendency to dominate. The style of boxing practiced typically featured an advanced left leg stance, with the left arm semi-extended as a guard, in addition to being used for striking, and with the right arm drawn back ready to strike. It was the head of the opponent which was primarily targeted, and there is little evidence to suggest that targeting the body was common.[3]

Boxing was a popular spectator sport[image: External link] in Ancient Rome[image: External link]. In order for the fighters to protect themselves against their opponents they wrapped leather[image: External link] thongs around their fists. Eventually harder leather was used and the thong soon became a weapon[image: External link]. The Romans even introduced metal studs to the thongs to make the cestus[image: External link] which then led to a more sinister weapon called the myrmex ('limb piercer').[citation needed[image: External link]] Fighting events were held at Roman Amphitheatres[image: External link]. The Roman form of boxing was often a fight until death to please the spectators who gathered at such events. However, especially in later times, purchased slaves and trained combat performers were valuable commodities, and their lives were not given up without due consideration. Often slaves were used against one another in a circle marked on the floor. This is where the term ring came from. In AD[image: External link] 393, during the Roman gladiator[image: External link] period, boxing was abolished due to excessive brutality. It was not until the late 16th century that boxing re-surfaced in London.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early London prize ring rules




Records of Classical boxing activity disappeared after the fall of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link] when the wearing of weapons became common once again and interest in fighting with the fists waned. However, there are detailed records of various fist-fighting sports[image: External link] that were maintained in different cities and provinces of Italy between the 12th and 17th centuries. There was also a sport in ancient Rus[image: External link] called Kulachniy Boy[image: External link] or "Fist Fighting".

As the wearing of swords became less common, there was renewed interest in fencing with the fists. The sport would later resurface in England during the early 16th century in the form of bare-knuckle boxing[image: External link] sometimes referred to as prizefighting. The first documented account of a bare-knuckle fight in England appeared in 1681 in the London Protestant Mercury, and the first English bare-knuckle champion was James Figg[image: External link] in 1719.[4] This is also the time when the word "boxing" first came to be used. It should be noted, that this earliest form of modern boxing was very different. Contests in Mr. Figg's time, in addition to fist fighting, also contained fencing and cudgeling. On 6 January 1681, the first recorded boxing match took place in Britain when Christopher Monck[image: External link], 2nd Duke of Albemarle[image: External link] (and later Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica[image: External link]) engineered a bout between his butler and his butcher with the latter winning the prize.

Early fighting had no written rules. There were no weight divisions or round limits, and no referee. In general, it was extremely chaotic. An early article on boxing was published in Nottingham, 1713, by Sir Thomas Parkyns[image: External link], a successful Wrestler from Bunny, Nottinghamshire[image: External link], who had practised the techniques he described. The article, a single page in his manual of wrestling and fencing, Progymnasmata: The inn-play, or Cornish-hugg wrestler, described a system of headbutting, punching, eye-gouging, chokes, and hard throws, not recognized in boxing today.[5]

The first boxing rules, called the Broughton's rules, were introduced by champion Jack Broughton[image: External link] in 1743 to protect fighters in the ring where deaths sometimes occurred.[6] Under these rules, if a man went down and could not continue after a count of 30 seconds, the fight was over. Hitting a downed fighter and grasping below the waist were prohibited. Broughton encouraged the use of 'mufflers', a form of padded bandage or mitten, to be used in 'jousting' or sparring sessions in training, and in exhibition matches.

These rules did allow the fighters an advantage not enjoyed by today's boxers; they permitted the fighter to drop to one knee to end the round and begin the 30-second count at any time. Thus a fighter realizing he was in trouble had an opportunity to recover. However, this was considered "unmanly"[7] and was frequently disallowed by additional rules negotiated by the Seconds of the Boxers.[8] In modern boxing, there is a three-minute limit to rounds (unlike the downed fighter ends the round rule). Intentionally going down in modern boxing will cause the recovering fighter to lose points in the scoring system. Furthermore, as the contestants did not have heavy leather gloves and wristwraps to protect their hands, they used different punching technique to preserve their hands, because the head was a common target to hit full out. Almost all period manuals have powerful straight punches with the whole body behind them to the face (including forehead) as the basic blows.[9][10]
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 Marquess of Queensberry rules (1867)




In 1867, the Marquess of Queensberry rules[image: External link] were drafted by John Chambers[image: External link] for amateur championships held at Lillie Bridge[image: External link] in London for Lightweights[image: External link], Middleweights[image: External link] and Heavyweights[image: External link]. The rules were published under the patronage of the Marquess of Queensberry[image: External link], whose name has always been associated with them.

There were twelve rules in all, and they specified that fights should be "a fair stand-up boxing match" in a 24-foot-square or similar ring. Rounds were three minutes with one-minute rest intervals between rounds. Each fighter was given a ten-second count if he was knocked down, and wrestling was banned. The introduction of gloves[image: External link] of "fair-size" also changed the nature of the bouts. An average pair of boxing gloves resembles a bloated pair of mittens and are laced up around the wrists.[12] The gloves can be used to block an opponent's blows. As a result of their introduction, bouts became longer and more strategic with greater importance attached to defensive maneuvers such as slipping, bobbing, countering and angling. Because less defensive emphasis was placed on the use of the forearms and more on the gloves, the classical forearms outwards, torso leaning back stance of the bare knuckle boxer was modified to a more modern stance in which the torso is tilted forward and the hands are held closer to the face.
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 Late 19th and early 20th centuries




Through the late nineteenth century, the martial art of boxing or prizefighting was primarily a sport of dubious legitimacy. Outlawed in England and much of the United States, prizefights were often held at gambling venues and broken up by police.[13] Brawling and wrestling tactics continued, and riots at prizefights were common occurrences. Still, throughout this period, there arose some notable bare knuckle champions who developed fairly sophisticated fighting tactics.

The English case of R v. Coney[image: External link] in 1882 found that a bare-knuckle[image: External link] fight was an assault occasioning actual bodily harm[image: External link], despite the consent[image: External link] of the participants. This marked the end of widespread public bare-knuckle contests in England.

The first world heavyweight champion under the Queensberry Rules was "Gentleman Jim" Corbett[image: External link], who defeated John L. Sullivan[image: External link] in 1892 at the Pelican Athletic Club in New Orleans[image: External link].[14]

The first instance of film censorship in the United States occurred in 1897 when several states banned the showing of prize fighting films from the state of Nevada,[15] where it was legal at the time.

Throughout the early twentieth century, boxers struggled to achieve legitimacy.[citation needed[image: External link]] They were aided by the influence of promoters like Tex Rickard[image: External link] and the popularity of great champions such as John L. Sullivan.
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 Rules




Main article: Marquess of Queensberry Rules[image: External link]


The Marquess of Queensberry rules[image: External link] have been the general rules governing modern boxing since their publication in 1867.[16]

A boxing match typically consists of a determined number of three-minute rounds, a total of up to 9 to 12 rounds. A minute is typically spent between each round with the fighters in their assigned corners receiving advice and attention from their coach and staff. The fight is controlled by a referee who works within the ring to judge and control the conduct of the fighters, rule on their ability to fight safely, count knocked-down fighters, and rule on fouls.

Up to three judges are typically present at ringside to score the bout and assign points to the boxers, based on punches that connect, defense, knockdowns, and other, more subjective, measures. Because of the open-ended style of boxing judging, many fights have controversial results, in which one or both fighters believe they have been "robbed" or unfairly denied a victory. Each fighter has an assigned corner of the ring, where his or her coach, as well as one or more "seconds" may administer to the fighter at the beginning of the fight and between rounds. Each boxer enters into the ring from their assigned corners at the beginning of each round and must cease fighting and return to their corner at the signaled end of each round.

A bout in which the predetermined number of rounds passes is decided by the judges, and is said to "go the distance". The fighter with the higher score at the end of the fight is ruled the winner. With three judges, unanimous and split decisions are possible, as are draws. A boxer may win the bout before a decision is reached through a knock-out ; such bouts are said to have ended "inside the distance". If a fighter is knocked down during the fight, determined by whether the boxer touches the canvas floor of the ring with any part of their body other than the feet as a result of the opponent's punch and not a slip, as determined by the referee, the referee begins counting until the fighter returns to his or her feet and can continue. Some jurisdictions require the referee to count to eight[image: External link] regardless of if the fighter gets up before.

Should the referee count to ten, then the knocked-down boxer is ruled "knocked out" (whether unconscious or not) and the other boxer is ruled the winner by knockout (KO). A "technical knock-out" (TKO) is possible as well, and is ruled by the referee, fight doctor, or a fighter's corner if a fighter is unable to safely continue to fight, based upon injuries or being judged unable to effectively defend themselves. Many jurisdictions and sanctioning agencies also have a "three-knockdown rule", in which three knockdowns in a given round result in a TKO. A TKO is considered a knockout in a fighter's record. A "standing eight" count rule may also be in effect. This gives the referee the right to step in and administer a count of eight to a fighter that he or she feels may be in danger, even if no knockdown has taken place. After counting the referee will observe the fighter, and decide if he or she is fit to continue. For scoring purposes, a standing eight count is treated as a knockdown.

In general, boxers are prohibited from hitting below the belt, holding, tripping, pushing, biting, or spitting. The boxer's shorts are raised so the opponent is not allowed to hit to the groin area with intent to cause pain or injury. Failure to abide by the former may result in a foul. They also are prohibited from kicking, head-butting, or hitting with any part of the arm other than the knuckles of a closed fist (including hitting with the elbow, shoulder or forearm, as well as with open gloves, the wrist, the inside, back or side of the hand). They are prohibited as well from hitting the back, back of the head or neck (called a "rabbit-punch") or the kidneys. They are prohibited from holding the ropes for support when punching, holding an opponent while punching, or ducking below the belt of their opponent (dropping below the waist of your opponent, no matter the distance between).

If a "clinch" – a defensive move in which a boxer wraps his or her opponents arms and holds on to create a pause – is broken by the referee, each fighter must take a full step back before punching again (alternatively, the referee may direct the fighters to "punch out" of the clinch). When a boxer is knocked down, the other boxer must immediately cease fighting and move to the furthest neutral corner of the ring until the referee has either ruled a knockout or called for the fight to continue.

Violations of these rules may be ruled "fouls" by the referee, who may issue warnings, deduct points, or disqualify an offending boxer, causing an automatic loss, depending on the seriousness and intentionality of the foul. An intentional foul that causes injury that prevents a fight from continuing usually causes the boxer who committed it to be disqualified. A fighter who suffers an accidental low-blow may be given up to five minutes to recover, after which they may be ruled knocked out if they are unable to continue. Accidental fouls that cause injury ending a bout may lead to a "no contest" result, or else cause the fight to go to a decision if enough rounds (typically four or more, or at least three in a four-round fight) have passed.

Unheard of these days, but common during the early 20th Century in North America, a "newspaper decision (NWS)" might be made after a no decision bout had ended. A "no decision" bout occurred when, by law or by pre-arrangement of the fighters, if both boxers were still standing at the fight's conclusion and there was no knockout, no official decision was rendered and neither boxer was declared the winner. But this did not prevent the pool of ringside newspaper reporters from declaring a consensus result among themselves and printing a newspaper decision in their publications. Officially, however, a "no decision" bout resulted in neither boxer winning or losing. Boxing historians sometimes use these unofficial newspaper decisions in compiling fight records for illustrative purposes only. Often, media outlets covering a match will personally score the match, and post their scores as an independent sentence in their report.
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 Professional vs. amateur boxing




Throughout the 17th to 19th centuries, boxing bouts were motivated by money, as the fighters competed for prize money[image: External link], promoters controlled the gate, and spectators bet on the result. The modern Olympic movement revived interest in amateur sports, and amateur boxing became an Olympic sport in 1908. In their current form, Olympic and other amateur bouts are typically limited to three or four rounds, scoring is computed by points based on the number of clean blows landed, regardless of impact, and fighters wear protective headgear, reducing the number of injuries, knockdowns, and knockouts.[17] Currently scoring blows in amateur boxing are subjectively counted by ringside judges, but the Australian Institute for Sport has demonstrated a prototype of an Automated Boxing Scoring System[image: External link], which introduces scoring objectivity, improves safety, and arguably makes the sport more interesting to spectators. Professional boxing remains by far the most popular form of the sport globally, though amateur boxing is dominant in Cuba and some former Soviet republics. For most fighters, an amateur career, especially at the Olympics, serves to develop skills and gain experience in preparation for a professional career.
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 Amateur boxing




Main article: Amateur boxing[image: External link]


Amateur boxing may be found at the collegiate level, at the Olympic Games[image: External link] and Commonwealth Games[image: External link], and in many other venues sanctioned by amateur boxing associations. Amateur boxing has a point scoring system that measures the number of clean blows landed rather than physical damage. Bouts consist of three rounds of three minutes in the Olympic and Commonwealth Games, and three rounds of three minutes in a national ABA (Amateur Boxing Association) bout, each with a one-minute interval between rounds.

Competitors wear protective headgear and gloves with a white strip or circle across the knuckle. There are cases however, where white ended gloves are not required but any solid color may be worn. The white end just is a way to make it easier for judges to score clean hits. Each competitor must have their hands properly wrapped, pre-fight, for added protection on their hands and for added cushion under the gloves. Gloves worn by the fighters must be twelve ounces in weight unless, the fighters weigh under 165 pounds, thus allowing them to wear 10 ounce gloves. A punch is considered a scoring punch only when the boxers connect with the white portion of the gloves. Each punch that lands cleanly on the head or torso with sufficient force is awarded a point. A referee monitors the fight to ensure that competitors use only legal blows. A belt worn over the torso represents the lower limit of punches – any boxer repeatedly landing low blows below the belt[image: External link] is disqualified. Referees also ensure that the boxers don't use holding tactics to prevent the opponent from swinging. If this occurs, the referee separates the opponents and orders them to continue boxing. Repeated holding can result in a boxer being penalized or ultimately disqualified. Referees will stop the bout if a boxer is seriously injured, if one boxer is significantly dominating the other or if the score is severely imbalanced.[18] Amateur bouts which end this way may be noted as "RSC" (referee stopped contest) with notations for an outclassed opponent (RSCO), outscored opponent (RSCOS), injury (RSCI) or head injury (RSCH).
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 Professional boxing




Main article: Professional boxing


Professional bouts are usually much longer than amateur bouts, typically ranging from ten to twelve rounds, though four-round fights are common for less experienced fighters or club fighters. There are also some two-[19] and three-round professional bouts,[20] especially in Australia. Through the early twentieth century, it was common for fights to have unlimited rounds, ending only when one fighter quit, benefiting high-energy fighters like Jack Dempsey[image: External link]. Fifteen rounds remained the internationally recognized limit for championship fights for most of the twentieth century until the early 1980s[image: External link], when the death of boxer Duk Koo Kim[image: External link] eventually prompted the World Boxing Council[image: External link] and other organizations sanctioning professional boxing to reduce the limit to twelve rounds.

Headgear is not permitted in professional bouts, and boxers are generally allowed to take much more damage before a fight is halted. At any time, the referee may stop the contest if he believes that one participant cannot defend himself due to injury. In that case, the other participant is awarded a technical knockout win. A technical knockout would also be awarded if a fighter lands a punch that opens a cut on the opponent, and the opponent is later deemed not fit to continue by a doctor because of the cut. For this reason, fighters often employ cutmen[image: External link], whose job is to treat cuts between rounds so that the boxer is able to continue despite the cut. If a boxer simply quits fighting, or if his corner stops the fight, then the winning boxer is also awarded a technical knockout victory. In contrast with amateur boxing, professional male boxers have to be bare-chested.[21]
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 Boxing styles
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 Definition of style




"Style" is often defined as the strategic approach a fighter takes during a bout. No two fighters' styles are alike, as it is determined by that individual's physical and mental attributes. Three main styles exist in boxing: outside fighter ("boxer"), brawler (or "slugger"), and Inside fighter ("swarmer"). These styles may be divided into several special subgroups, such as counter puncher, etc. The main philosophy of the styles is, that each style has an advantage over one, but disadvantage over the other one. It follows the rock-paper-scissors[image: External link] scenario - boxer beats brawler, brawler beats swarmer, and swarmer beats boxer.[22]
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 Boxer/out-fighter




A classic "boxer" or stylist (also known as an "out-fighter") seeks to maintain distance between himself and his opponent, fighting with faster, longer range punches, most notably the jab, and gradually wearing his opponent down. Due to this reliance on weaker punches, out-fighters tend to win by point decisions rather than by knockout, though some out-fighters have notable knockout records. They are often regarded as the best boxing strategists due to their ability to control the pace of the fight and lead their opponent, methodically wearing him down and exhibiting more skill and finesse than a brawler.[23] Out-fighters need reach, hand speed, reflexes, and footwork.

Notable out-fighters include Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Larry Holmes[image: External link], Joe Calzaghe[image: External link], Wilfredo Gómez[image: External link], Salvador Sanchez[image: External link], Cecilia Brækhus[image: External link], Gene Tunney[image: External link],[24] Ezzard Charles[image: External link],[25] Willie Pep[image: External link],[26] Meldrick Taylor[image: External link], Ricardo Lopez[image: External link], Floyd Mayweather[image: External link], Roy Jones, Jr.[image: External link], Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link], Miguel Vazquez[image: External link], Sergio "Maravilla" Martínez[image: External link], Vitali Klitschko[image: External link], Wladimir Klitschko[image: External link] and Guillermo Rigondeaux[image: External link]. This style was also used by fictional boxer Apollo Creed[image: External link].
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 Boxer-puncher




A boxer-puncher is a well-rounded boxer who is able to fight at close range with a combination of technique and power, often with the ability to knock opponents out with a combination and in some instances a single shot. Their movement and tactics are similar to that of an out-fighter (although they are generally not as mobile as an out-fighter),[27] but instead of winning by decision, they tend to wear their opponents down using combinations and then move in to score the knockout. A boxer must be well rounded to be effective using this style.

Notable boxer-punchers include Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Saúl Álvarez[image: External link], Wladimir Klitschko[image: External link], Vasyl Lomachenko[image: External link], Lennox Lewis[image: External link], Joe Louis[image: External link],[28] Wilfredo Gómez[image: External link], Oscar de la Hoya[image: External link], Archie Moore[image: External link], Miguel Cotto[image: External link], Nonito Donaire[image: External link], Sam Langford[image: External link],[29] Henry Armstrong[image: External link],[30] Sugar Ray Robinson[image: External link],[31] Tony Zale[image: External link], Carlos Monzón[image: External link],[32] Alexis Argüello[image: External link], Erik Morales[image: External link], Terry Norris[image: External link], Marco Antonio Barrera[image: External link], Naseem Hamed[image: External link] and Thomas Hearns[image: External link].
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 Counter puncher




Counter punchers[image: External link] are slippery, defensive style fighters who often rely on their opponent's mistakes in order to gain the advantage, whether it be on the score cards or more preferably a knockout. They use their well-rounded defense to avoid or block shots and then immediately catch the opponent off guard with a well placed and timed punch. A fight with a skilled counter-puncher can turn into a war of attrition, where each shot landed is a battle in itself. Thus, fighting against counter punchers requires constant feinting and the ability to avoid telegraphing one's attacks. To be truly successful using this style they must have good reflexes, a high level of prediction and awareness, pinpoint accuracy and speed, both in striking and in footwork.

Notable counter punchers include Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Vitali Klitschko[image: External link], Evander Holyfield[image: External link], Max Schmeling[image: External link], Chris Byrd[image: External link], Jim Corbett[image: External link], Jack Johnson[image: External link], Bernard Hopkins[image: External link], Laszlo Papp[image: External link], Jerry Quarry[image: External link], Anselmo Moreno[image: External link], James Toney[image: External link], Marvin Hagler[image: External link], Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link], Humberto Soto[image: External link], Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link], Roger Mayweather[image: External link], Pernell Whitaker[image: External link], Sergio Gabriel Martinez[image: External link] and Guillermo Rigondeaux[image: External link]. This style of boxing is also used by fictional boxer Little Mac[image: External link].

Counter punchers usually wear their opponents down by causing them to miss their punches. The more the opponent misses, the faster they tire, and the psychological effects of being unable to land a hit will start to sink in. The counter puncher often tries to outplay their opponent entirely, not just in a physical sense, but also in a mental and emotional sense. This style can be incredibly difficult, especially against seasoned fighters, but winning a fight without getting hit is often worth the pay-off. They usually try to stay away from the center of the ring, in order to outmaneuver and chip away at their opponents. A large advantage in counter-hitting is the forward momentum of the attacker, which drives them further into your return strike. As such, knockouts are more common than one would expect from a defensive style.
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 Brawler/slugger




A brawler is a fighter who generally lacks finesse and footwork in the ring, but makes up for it through sheer punching power. Many brawlers tend to lack mobility, preferring a less mobile, more stable platform and have difficulty pursuing fighters who are fast on their feet. They may also have a tendency to ignore combination punching in favor of continuous beat-downs with one hand and by throwing slower, more powerful single punches (such as hooks and uppercuts). Their slowness and predictable punching pattern (single punches with obvious leads) often leaves them open to counter punches, so successful brawlers must be able to absorb substantial amounts of punishment. However, not all brawler/slugger fighters are not mobile; some can move around and switch styles if needed but still have the brawler/slugger style such as Wilfredo Gómez[image: External link], Prince Naseem Hamed[image: External link] and Danny García[image: External link].

A brawler's most important assets are power and chin (the ability to absorb punishment while remaining able to continue boxing). Examples of this style include George Foreman[image: External link], Rocky Marciano[image: External link], Julio Cesar Chavez[image: External link], Roberto Duran[image: External link], Danny García[image: External link], Wilfredo Gómez[image: External link], Sonny Liston[image: External link], John L. Sullivan[image: External link], Max Baer[image: External link], Prince Naseem Hamed[image: External link], Ray Mancini[image: External link], David Tua[image: External link], Arturo Gatti[image: External link], Micky Ward[image: External link], Brandon Ríos[image: External link], Ruslan Provodnikov[image: External link], Michael Katsidis[image: External link], James Kirkland[image: External link], Marcos Maidana[image: External link], Jake Lamotta[image: External link], Manny Pacquiao[image: External link], and Ireland's John Duddy[image: External link]. This style of boxing was also used by fictional[image: External link] boxers Rocky Balboa and James "Clubber" Lang.

Brawlers tend to be more predictable and easy to hit but usually fare well enough against other fighting styles because they train to take punches very well. They often have a higher chance than other fighting styles to score a knockout against their opponents because they focus on landing big, powerful hits, instead of smaller, faster attacks. Oftentimes they place focus on training on their upper body instead of their entire body, to increase power and endurance. They also aim to intimidate their opponents because of their power, stature and ability to take a punch.
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 Swarmer/in-fighter




In-fighters/swarmers (sometimes called "pressure fighters") attempt to stay close to an opponent, throwing intense flurries and combinations of hooks[image: External link] and uppercuts. Mainly Mexican[image: External link], Irish, Irish-American[image: External link], Puerto Rican[image: External link], and Mexican-American[image: External link] boxers popularized this style. A successful in-fighter often needs a good " chin[image: External link]" because swarming usually involves being hit with many jabs[image: External link] before they can maneuver inside where they are more effective. In-fighters operate best at close range because they are generally shorter and have less reach than their opponents and thus are more effective at a short distance where the longer arms of their opponents make punching awkward. However, several fighters tall for their division have been relatively adept at in-fighting as well as out-fighting.

The essence of a swarmer is non-stop aggression. Many short in-fighters utilize their stature to their advantage, employing a bob-and-weave defense by bending at the waist to slip underneath or to the sides of incoming punches. Unlike blocking, causing an opponent to miss a punch disrupts his balance, this permits forward movement past the opponent's extended arm and keeps the hands free to counter. A distinct advantage that in-fighters have is when throwing uppercuts, they can channel their entire bodyweight behind the punch; Mike Tyson[image: External link] was famous for throwing devastating uppercuts. Marvin Hagler[image: External link] was known for his hard " chin[image: External link]", punching power, body attack and the stalking of his opponents. Some in-fighters, like Mike Tyson, have been known for being notoriously hard to hit. The key to a swarmer is aggression, endurance, chin, and bobbing-and-weaving.

Notable in-fighters include Henry Armstrong[image: External link], Aaron Pryor[image: External link], Julio César Chávez[image: External link], Jack Dempsey[image: External link], Miguel Cotto[image: External link], Joe Frazier[image: External link], Danny García[image: External link], Mike Tyson[image: External link], Manny Pacquiao[image: External link], Rocky Marciano[image: External link],[33] Wayne McCullough[image: External link], Gerry Penalosa[image: External link], Harry Greb[image: External link],[34][35] David Tua[image: External link], Ricky Hatton[image: External link] and Gennady Golovkin[image: External link].
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 Combinations of styles




All fighters have primary skills with which they feel most comfortable, but truly elite fighters are often able to incorporate auxiliary styles when presented with a particular challenge. For example, an out-fighter will sometimes plant his feet and counter punch, or a slugger may have the stamina to pressure fight with his power punches.
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 Style matchups




There is a generally accepted rule of thumb about the success each of these boxing styles has against the others. In general, an in-fighter has an advantage over an out-fighter, an out-fighter has an advantage over a brawler, and a brawler has an advantage over an in-fighter; these form a cycle with each style being stronger relative to one, and weaker relative to another, with none dominating, as in rock-paper-scissors[image: External link]. Naturally, many other factors, such as the skill level and training of the combatants, determine the outcome of a fight, but the widely held belief in this relationship among the styles is embodied in the cliché amongst boxing fans and writers that "styles make fights."

Brawlers tend to overcome swarmers or in-fighters because, in trying to get close to the slugger, the in-fighter will invariably have to walk straight into the guns of the much harder-hitting brawler, so, unless the former has a very good chin and the latter's stamina is poor, the brawler's superior power will carry the day. A famous example of this type of match-up advantage would be George Foreman[image: External link]'s knockout victory over Joe Frazier[image: External link] in their original bout "The Sunshine Showdown".

Although in-fighters struggle against heavy sluggers, they typically enjoy more success against out-fighters or boxers. Out-fighters prefer a slower fight, with some distance between themselves and the opponent. The in-fighter tries to close that gap and unleash furious flurries. On the inside, the out-fighter loses a lot of his combat effectiveness, because he cannot throw the hard punches. The in-fighter is generally successful in this case, due to his intensity in advancing on his opponent and his good agility, which makes him difficult to evade. For example, the swarming Joe Frazier, though easily dominated by the slugger George Foreman, was able to create many more problems for the boxer Muhammad Ali[image: External link] in their three fights. Joe Louis[image: External link], after retirement, admitted that he hated being crowded, and that swarmers like untied/undefeated champ Rocky Marciano[image: External link] would have caused him style problems even in his prime.

The boxer or out-fighter tends to be most successful against a brawler, whose slow speed (both hand and foot) and poor technique makes him an easy target to hit for the faster out-fighter. The out-fighter's main concern is to stay alert, as the brawler only needs to land one good punch to finish the fight. If the out-fighter can avoid those power punches, he can often wear the brawler down with fast jabs, tiring him out. If he is successful enough, he may even apply extra pressure in the later rounds in an attempt to achieve a knockout. Most classic boxers, such as Muhammad Ali, enjoyed their best successes against sluggers.

An example of a style matchup was the historical fight of Julio César Chávez[image: External link], a swarmer or in-fighter, against Meldrick Taylor[image: External link], the boxer or out-fighter (see Julio César Chávez vs. Meldrick Taylor[image: External link]). The match was nicknamed "Thunder Meets Lightning" as an allusion to punching power of Chávez and blinding speed of Taylor. Chávez was the epitome of the "Mexican" style of boxing. Taylor's hand and foot speed and boxing abilities gave him the early advantage, allowing him to begin building a large lead on points. Chávez remained relentless in his pursuit of Taylor and due to his greater punching power Chávez slowly punished Taylor. Coming into the later rounds, Taylor was bleeding from the mouth, his entire face was swollen, the bones around his eye socket had been broken, he had swallowed a considerable amount of his own blood, and as he grew tired, Taylor was increasingly forced into exchanging blows with Chávez, which only gave Chávez a greater chance to cause damage. While there was little doubt that Taylor had solidly won the first three quarters of the fight, the question at hand was whether he would survive the final quarter. Going into the final round, Taylor held a secure lead on the scorecards of two of the three judges. Chávez would have to knock Taylor out to claim a victory, whereas Taylor merely needed to stay away from the Mexican legend. However, Taylor did not stay away, but continued to trade blows with Chávez. As he did so, Taylor showed signs of extreme exhaustion, and every tick of the clock brought Taylor closer to victory unless Chávez could knock him out. With about a minute left in the round, Chávez hit Taylor squarely with several hard punches and stayed on the attack, continuing to hit Taylor with well-placed shots. Finally, with about 25 seconds to go, Chávez landed a hard right hand that caused Taylor to stagger forward towards a corner, forcing Chávez back ahead of him. Suddenly Chávez stepped around Taylor, positioning him so that Taylor was trapped in the corner, with no way to escape from Chávez' desperate final flurry. Chávez then nailed Taylor with a tremendous right hand that dropped the younger man. By using the ring ropes to pull himself up, Taylor managed to return to his feet and was given the mandatory 8-count. Referee Richard Steele asked Taylor twice if he was able to continue fighting, but Taylor failed to answer. Steele then concluded that Taylor was unfit to continue and signaled that he was ending the fight, resulting in a TKO victory for Chávez with only two seconds to go in the bout.
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 Equipment




Since boxing involves forceful, repetitive punching, precautions must be taken to prevent damage to bones in the hand. Most trainers do not allow boxers to train and spar without wrist wraps[image: External link] and boxing gloves[image: External link]. Hand wraps are used to secure the bones in the hand, and the gloves are used to protect the hands from blunt injury, allowing boxers to throw punches with more force than if they did not utilise them. Gloves have been required in competition since the late nineteenth century, though modern boxing gloves are much heavier than those worn by early twentieth-century fighters. Prior to a bout, both boxers agree upon the weight of gloves to be used in the bout, with the understanding that lighter gloves allow heavy punchers to inflict more damage. The brand of gloves can also affect the impact of punches, so this too is usually stipulated before a bout. Both sides are allowed to inspect the wraps and gloves of the opponent to help ensure both are within agreed upon specifications and no tampering has taken place.

A mouth guard is important to protect the teeth and gums from injury, and to cushion the jaw, resulting in a decreased chance of knockout. Both fighters must wear soft soled shoes to reduce the damage from accidental (or intentional) stepping on feet. While older boxing boots more commonly resembled those of a professional wrestler, modern boxing shoes and boots tend to be quite similar to their amateur wrestling counterparts.

Boxers practice their skills on two basic types of punching bags. A small, tear-drop-shaped "speed bag" is used to hone reflexes and repetitive punching skills, while a large cylindrical "heavy bag" filled with sand, a synthetic substitute, or water is used to practice power punching and body blows. In addition to these distinctive pieces of equipment, boxers also utilize sport-nonspecific training equipment to build strength, speed, agility, and stamina. Common training equipment includes free weights, rowing machines, jump rope[image: External link], and medicine balls[image: External link].

Boxing matches typically take place in a boxing ring[image: External link], a raised platform surrounded by ropes attached to posts rising in each corner. The term "ring" has come to be used as a metaphor for many aspects of prize fighting in general.
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 Technique




Main article: Boxing styles and technique[image: External link]
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 Stance




The modern boxing stance differs substantially from the typical boxing stances of the 19th and early 20th centuries. The modern stance has a more upright vertical-armed guard, as opposed to the more horizontal, knuckles-facing-forward guard adopted by early 20th century hook users such as Jack Johnson[image: External link].

In a fully upright stance, the boxer stands with the legs shoulder-width apart and the rear foot a half-step in front of the lead man. Right-handed or orthodox boxers lead with the left foot and fist (for most penetration power). Both feet are parallel, and the right heel is off the ground. The lead (left) fist is held vertically about six inches in front of the face at eye level. The rear (right) fist is held beside the chin and the elbow tucked against the ribcage to protect the body. The chin is tucked into the chest to avoid punches to the jaw which commonly cause knock-outs and is often kept slightly off-center. Wrists are slightly bent to avoid damage when punching and the elbows are kept tucked in to protect the ribcage. Some boxers fight from a crouch, leaning forward and keeping their feet closer together. The stance described is considered the "textbook" stance and fighters are encouraged to change it around once it's been mastered as a base. Case in point, many fast fighters have their hands down and have almost exaggerated footwork, while brawlers or bully fighters tend to slowly stalk their opponents.

Left-handed or southpaw fighters use a mirror image of the orthodox stance, which can create problems for orthodox fighters unaccustomed to receiving jabs, hooks, or crosses from the opposite side. The southpaw stance[image: External link], conversely, is vulnerable to a straight right hand.

North American fighters tend to favor a more balanced stance, facing the opponent almost squarely, while many European fighters stand with their torso turned more to the side. The positioning of the hands may also vary, as some fighters prefer to have both hands raised in front of the face, risking exposure to body shots.

Modern boxers can sometimes be seen tapping their cheeks or foreheads with their fists in order to remind themselves to keep their hands up (which becomes difficult during long bouts). Boxers are taught to push off with their feet in order to move effectively. Forward motion involves lifting the lead leg and pushing with the rear leg. Rearward motion involves lifting the rear leg and pushing with the lead leg. During lateral motion the leg in the direction of the movement moves first while the opposite leg provides the force needed to move the body.
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 Punches




There are four basic punches in boxing: the jab, cross, hook and uppercut. Any punch other than a jab is considered a power punch. If a boxer is right-handed (orthodox), his left hand is the lead hand and his right hand is the rear hand. For a left-handed boxer or southpaw, the hand positions are reversed. For clarity, the following discussion will assume a right-handed boxer.


	
Jab[image: External link] – A quick, straight punch thrown with the lead hand from the guard position. The jab is accompanied by a small, clockwise rotation of the torso and hips, while the fist rotates 90 degrees, becoming horizontal upon impact. As the punch reaches full extension, the lead shoulder can be brought up to guard the chin. The rear hand remains next to the face to guard the jaw. After making contact with the target, the lead hand is retracted quickly to resume a guard position in front of the face.

	The jab is recognized as the most important punch in a boxer's arsenal because it provides a fair amount of its own cover and it leaves the least amount of space for a counter punch from the opponent. It has the longest reach of any punch and does not require commitment or large weight transfers. Due to its relatively weak power, the jab is often used as a tool to gauge distances, probe an opponent's defenses, harass an opponent, and set up heavier, more powerful punches. A half-step may be added, moving the entire body into the punch, for additional power. Some notable boxers who have been able to develop relative power in their jabs and use it to punish or 'wear down' their opponents to some effect include Larry Holmes[image: External link] and Wladimir Klitschko[image: External link].





	
Cross[image: External link] – A powerful, straight punch thrown with the rear hand. From the guard position, the rear hand is thrown from the chin, crossing the body and traveling towards the target in a straight line. The rear shoulder is thrust forward and finishes just touching the outside of the chin. At the same time, the lead hand is retracted and tucked against the face to protect the inside of the chin. For additional power, the torso and hips are rotated counter-clockwise as the cross is thrown. A measure of an ideally extended cross is that the shoulder of the striking arm, the knee of the front leg and the ball of the front foot are on the same vertical plane.[36]

	Weight is also transferred from the rear foot to the lead foot, resulting in the rear heel turning outwards as it acts as a fulcrum for the transfer of weight. Body rotation and the sudden weight transfer is what gives the cross its power. Like the jab, a half-step forward may be added. After the cross is thrown, the hand is retracted quickly and the guard position resumed. It can be used to counter punch a jab, aiming for the opponent's head (or a counter to a cross aimed at the body) or to set up a hook. The cross is also called a "straight" or "right", especially if it does not cross the opponent's outstretched jab.





	
Hook[image: External link] – A semi-circular punch thrown with the lead hand to the side of the opponent's head. From the guard position, the elbow is drawn back with a horizontal fist (knuckles pointing forward) and the elbow bent. The rear hand is tucked firmly against the jaw to protect the chin. The torso and hips are rotated clockwise, propelling the fist through a tight, clockwise arc across the front of the body and connecting with the target.

	At the same time, the lead foot pivots clockwise, turning the left heel outwards. Upon contact, the hook's circular path ends abruptly and the lead hand is pulled quickly back into the guard position. A hook may also target the lower body and this technique is sometimes called the "rip" to distinguish it from the conventional hook to the head. The hook may also be thrown with the rear hand. Notable left hookers include Joe Frazier[image: External link], Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link] and Mike Tyson[image: External link].








	
Uppercut[image: External link] – A vertical, rising punch thrown with the rear hand. From the guard position, the torso shifts slightly to the right, the rear hand drops below the level of the opponent's chest and the knees are bent slightly. From this position, the rear hand is thrust upwards in a rising arc towards the opponent's chin or torso.

	At the same time, the knees push upwards quickly and the torso and hips rotate anti-clockwise and the rear heel turns outward, mimicking the body movement of the cross. The strategic utility of the uppercut depends on its ability to "lift" the opponent's body, setting it off-balance for successive attacks. The right uppercut followed by a left hook is a deadly combination employing the uppercut to lift the opponent's chin into a vulnerable position, then the hook to knock the opponent out.







These different punch types can be thrown in rapid succession to form combinations or "combos." The most common is the jab and cross combination, nicknamed the "one-two combo." This is usually an effective combination, because the jab blocks the opponent's view of the cross, making it easier to land cleanly and forcefully.

A large, swinging circular punch starting from a cocked-back position with the arm at a longer extension than the hook and all of the fighter's weight behind it is sometimes referred to as a "roundhouse," "haymaker," "overhand," or sucker-punch. Relying on body weight and centripetal force within a wide arc, the roundhouse can be a powerful blow, but it is often a wild and uncontrolled punch that leaves the fighter delivering it off balance and with an open guard.

Wide, looping punches have the further disadvantage of taking more time to deliver, giving the opponent ample warning to react and counter. For this reason, the haymaker or roundhouse is not a conventional punch, and is regarded by trainers as a mark of poor technique or desperation. Sometimes it has been used, because of its immense potential power, to finish off an already staggering opponent who seems unable or unlikely to take advantage of the poor position it leaves the puncher in.

Another unconventional punch is the rarely used bolo punch[image: External link], in which the opponent swings an arm out several times in a wide arc, usually as a distraction, before delivering with either that or the other arm.

An illegal punch to the back of the head or neck is known as a rabbit punch[image: External link].

It should be noted both the hook and uppercut may be thrown with both hands, resulting in differing footwork and positioning from that described above if thrown by the other hand. Generally the analogous opposite is true of the footwork and torso movement.
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 Defence




There are several basic maneuvers a boxer can use in order to evade or block punches, depicted and discussed below.


	
Slip – Slipping[image: External link] rotates the body slightly so that an incoming punch passes harmlessly next to the head. As the opponent's punch arrives, the boxer sharply rotates the hips and shoulders. This turns the chin sideways and allows the punch to "slip" past. Muhammad Ali[image: External link] was famous for extremely fast and close slips, as was an early Mike Tyson[image: External link].

	
Sway or fade – To anticipate a punch and move the upper body or head back so that it misses or has its force appreciably lessened. Also called "rolling with the punch" or " Riding The Punch".

	
Duck or break – To drop down with the back straight so that a punch aimed at the head glances or misses entirely.

	
Bob and weave – Bobbing[image: External link] moves the head laterally and beneath an incoming punch. As the opponent's punch arrives, the boxer bends the legs quickly and simultaneously shifts the body either slightly right or left. Once the punch has been evaded, the boxer "weaves" back to an upright position, emerging on either the outside or inside of the opponent's still-extended arm. To move outside the opponent's extended arm is called "bobbing to the outside". To move inside the opponent's extended arm is called "bobbing to the inside". Joe Frazier, Jack Dempsey, Mike Tyson and Rocky Marciano were masters of bobbing and weaving.

	
Parry/block – Parrying[image: External link] or blocking[image: External link] uses the boxer's shoulder, hands or arms as defensive tools to protect against incoming attacks. A block generally receives a punch while a parry tends to deflect it. A "palm", "catch", or "cuff" is a defence which intentionally takes the incoming punch on the palm portion of the defender's glove.

	
The cover-up – Covering up is the last opportunity (other than rolling with a punch) to avoid an incoming strike to an unprotected face or body. Generally speaking, the hands are held high to protect the head and chin and the forearms are tucked against the torso to impede body shots. When protecting the body, the boxer rotates the hips and lets incoming punches "roll" off the guard. To protect the head, the boxer presses both fists against the front of the face with the forearms parallel and facing outwards. This type of guard is weak against attacks from below.

	The clinch[image: External link] – Clinching is a form of trapping[image: External link] or a rough form of grappling[image: External link] and occurs when the distance between both fighters has closed and straight punches cannot be employed. In this situation, the boxer attempts to hold[image: External link] or "tie up" the opponent's hands so he is unable to throw hooks or uppercuts[image: External link]. To perform a clinch, the boxer loops both hands around the outside of the opponent's shoulders, scooping back under the forearms to grasp the opponent's arms tightly against his own body. In this position, the opponent's arms are pinned and cannot be used to attack. Clinching[image: External link] is a temporary match state and is quickly dissipated by the referee. Clinching is technically against the rules, and in amateur fights points are deducted fairly quickly for it. It is unlikely, however, to see points deducted for a clinch in professional boxing.
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 Less common strategies





	
The " rope-a-dope[image: External link]" strategy : Used by Muhammad Ali in his 1974 "the Rumble in the Jungle[image: External link]" bout against George Foreman, the rope-a-dope method involves lying back against the ropes, covering up defensively as much as possible and allowing the opponent to attempt numerous punches. The back-leaning posture, which does not cause the defending boxer to become as unbalanced as he would during normal backward movement, also maximizes the distance of the defender's head from his opponent, increasing the probability that punches will miss their intended target. Weathering the blows that do land, the defender lures the opponent into expending energy while conserving his/her own. If successful, the attacking opponent will eventually tire, creating defensive flaws which the boxer can exploit. In modern boxing, the rope-a-dope is generally discouraged since most opponents are not fooled by it and few boxers possess the physical toughness to withstand a prolonged, unanswered assault. Recently, however, eight-division world champion[image: External link] Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] skillfully used the strategy to gauge the power of welterweight titlist Miguel Cotto[image: External link] in November 2009. Pacquiao followed up the rope-a-dope gambit with a withering knockdown.

	
Bolo punch[image: External link] : Occasionally seen in Olympic boxing, the bolo is an arm punch which owes its power to the shortening of a circular arc[image: External link] rather than to transference of body weight; it tends to have more of an effect due to the surprise of the odd angle it lands at rather than the actual power of the punch. This is more of a gimmick than a technical maneuver; this punch is not taught, being on the same plane in boxing technicality as is the Ali shuffle[image: External link]. Nevertheless, a few professional boxers have used the bolo-punch to great effect, including former welterweight[image: External link] champions Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link], and Kid Gavilan[image: External link]. Middleweight champion Ceferino Garcia[image: External link] is regarded as the inventor of the bolo punch.




	
Overhand right[image: External link] : The overhand right is a punch not found in every boxer's arsenal. Unlike the right cross, which has a trajectory parallel to the ground, the overhand right has a looping circular arc as it is thrown over the shoulder with the palm facing away from the boxer. It is especially popular with smaller stature boxers trying to reach taller opponents. Boxers who have used this punch consistently and effectively include former heavyweight champions Rocky Marciano[image: External link] and Tim Witherspoon[image: External link], as well as MMA champions Chuck Liddell[image: External link] and Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link]. The overhand right has become a popular weapon in other tournaments that involve fist striking.

	
Check hook[image: External link] : A check hook is employed to prevent aggressive boxers from lunging in. There are two parts to the check hook. The first part consists of a regular hook. The second, trickier part involves the footwork. As the opponent lunges in, the boxer should throw the hook and pivot on his left foot and swing his right foot 180 degrees around. If executed correctly, the aggressive boxer will lunge in and sail harmlessly past his opponent like a bull missing a matador. This is rarely seen in professional boxing as it requires a great disparity in skill level to execute. Technically speaking it has been said that there is no such thing as a check hook and that it is simply a hook applied to an opponent that has lurched forward and past his opponent who simply hooks him on the way past. Others have argued that the check hook exists but is an illegal punch due to it being a pivot punch which is illegal in the sport. Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link] employed the use of a check hook against Ricky Hatton[image: External link], which sent Hatton flying head first into the corner post and being knocked down.
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 Ring corner




In boxing, each fighter is given a corner of the ring where he rests in between rounds for 1 minute and where his trainers stand. Typically, three men stand in the corner besides the boxer himself; these are the trainer, the assistant trainer and the cutman[image: External link]. The trainer and assistant typically give advice to the boxer on what he is doing wrong as well as encouraging him if he is losing. The cutman is a cutaneous doctor[image: External link] responsible for keeping the boxer's face and eyes free of cuts and blood. This is of particular importance because many fights are stopped because of cuts that threaten the boxer's eyes.

In addition, the corner is responsible for stopping the fight if they feel their fighter is in grave danger of permanent injury. The corner will occasionally throw in a white towel to signify a boxer's surrender (the idiomatic phrase "to throw in the towel", meaning to give up, derives from this practice).[38] This can be seen in the fight between Diego Corrales[image: External link] and Floyd Mayweather[image: External link]. In that fight, Corrales' corner surrendered despite Corrales' steadfast refusal.
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 Medical concerns




See also: Dementia pugilistica[image: External link] and The distance (boxing) § Distance change criticisms[image: External link]


Knocking a person unconscious or even causing concussion[image: External link] may cause permanent brain damage[image: External link].[39] There is no clear division between the force required to knock a person out and the force likely to kill a person.[40] Since 1980, more than 200 amateur boxers, professional boxers and Toughman[image: External link] fighters have died due to ring or training injuries.[41] In 1983, editorials in the Journal of the American Medical Association[image: External link] called for a ban on boxing.[42] The editor, Dr. George Lundberg, called boxing an "obscenity" that "should not be sanctioned by any civilized society."[43] Since then, the British,[44] Canadian[45] and Australian[46] Medical Associations have called for bans on boxing.

Supporters of the ban state that boxing is the only sport where hurting the other athlete is the goal. Dr. Bill O'Neill, boxing spokesman for the British Medical Association[image: External link], has supported the BMA's proposed ban on boxing: "It is the only sport where the intention is to inflict serious injury on your opponent, and we feel that we must have a total ban on boxing."[47] Opponents respond that such a position is misguided opinion, stating that amateur boxing is scored solely according to total connecting blows with no award for "injury". They observe that many skilled professional boxers have had rewarding careers without inflicting injury on opponents by accumulating scoring blows and avoiding punches winning rounds scored 10-9 by the 10-point must system[image: External link], and they note that there are many other sports where concussions are much more prevalent.[48]

In 2007, one study of amateur boxers showed that protective headgear did not prevent brain damage,[49] and another found that amateur boxers faced a high risk of brain damage.[50] The Gothenburg study analyzed temporary levels of neurofiliment light in cerebral spinal fluid which they conclude is evidence of damage, even though the levels soon subside. More comprehensive studies of neurologiocal function on larger samples performed by Johns Hopkins University and accident rates analyzed by National Safety Council show amateur boxing is a comparatively safe sport.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1997, the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians was established to create medical protocols through research and education to prevent injuries in boxing.[51][52]

Professional boxing is forbidden in Iceland[image: External link], Iran[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link] and North Korea[image: External link]. It was banned in Sweden[image: External link] until 2007[53] when the ban was lifted but strict restrictions, including four three-minute rounds for fights, were imposed.[citation needed[image: External link]] It was banned in Albania from 1965 till the fall of Communism in 1991; it is now legal there. Norway legalized professional boxing in December 2014.
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 Boxing Hall of Fame




The sport of boxing has two internationally recognized boxing halls of fame; the International Boxing Hall of Fame (IBHOF)[image: External link][54] and the World Boxing Hall of Fame (WBHF), with the IBHOF being the more widely recognized boxing hall of fame.[55] In 2013, The Boxing Hall of Fame Las Vegas opened in Las Vegas, NV[image: External link] founded by Steve Lott, former assistant manager for Mike Tyson[image: External link][56]

The WBHF was founded by Everett L. Sanders in 1980. Since its inception the WBHOF has never had a permanent location or museum, which has allowed the more recent IBHOF to garner more publicity and prestige. Among the notable names[citation needed[image: External link]] in the WBHF are Ricardo "Finito" Lopez[image: External link], Gabriel "Flash" Elorde[image: External link], Michael Carbajal[image: External link], Khaosai Galaxy[image: External link], Henry Armstrong[image: External link], Jack Johnson[image: External link], Roberto Durán[image: External link], George Foreman[image: External link], Ceferino Garcia[image: External link] and Salvador Sanchez[image: External link]. Boxing's International Hall of Fame was inspired by a tribute an American town held for two local heroes in 1982. The town, Canastota, New York[image: External link], (which is about 15 miles (24 km) east of Syracuse, via the New York State Thruway), honored former world welterweight[image: External link]/ middleweight[image: External link] champion Carmen Basilio[image: External link] and his nephew, former world welterweight champion Billy Backus[image: External link]. The people of Canastota raised money for the tribute which inspired the idea of creating an official, annual hall of fame for notable boxers.

The International Boxing Hall of Fame[image: External link] opened in Canastota in 1989. The first inductees in 1990 included Jack Johnson, Benny Leonard[image: External link], Jack Dempsey, Henry Armstrong, Sugar Ray Robinson[image: External link], Archie Moore[image: External link], and Muhammad Ali. Other world-class figures[citation needed[image: External link]] include Salvador Sanchez, Jose Napoles[image: External link], Roberto "Manos de Piedra" Durán, Ricardo Lopez[image: External link], Gabriel "Flash" Elorde[image: External link], Vicente Saldivar[image: External link], Ismael Laguna, Eusebio Pedroza, Carlos Monzón, Azumah Nelson, Rocky Marciano[image: External link], Pipino Cuevas and Ken Buchanan[image: External link]. The Hall of Fame's induction ceremony is held every June as part of a four-day event. The fans who come to Canastota for the Induction Weekend are treated to a number of events, including scheduled autograph sessions, boxing exhibitions, a parade featuring past and present inductees, and the induction ceremony itself.

The Boxing Hall of Fame Las Vegas features the $75 million ESPN Classic Sports fight film and tape library and radio broadcast collection. The collection includes the fights of all the great champions including: Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Mike Tyson[image: External link], George Foreman[image: External link], Roberto Duran[image: External link], Marvin Hagler[image: External link], Jack Dempsey[image: External link], Joe Louis[image: External link], Joe Frazier[image: External link], Rocky Marciano[image: External link] and Sugar Ray Robinson[image: External link]. It is this exclusive fight film library that will separate the Boxing Hall of Fame Las Vegas from the other halls of fame which do not have rights to any video of their sports. The inaugural inductees included Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Henry Armstrong[image: External link], Tony Canzoneri[image: External link], Ezzard Charles[image: External link], Julio Cesar Chavez Sr.[image: External link], Jack Dempsey[image: External link], Roberto Duran[image: External link], Joe Louis[image: External link], and Sugar Ray Robinson[image: External link][57]
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 Governing and sanctioning bodies




Main article: List of boxing organisations[image: External link]



	Governing Bodies




	
British Boxing Board of Control[image: External link] (BBBofC)

	
European Boxing Union[image: External link] (EBU)

	
Nevada State Athletic Commission[image: External link] (NSAC)




	Major Sanctioning Bodies




	
International Boxing Federation[image: External link] (IBF)

	
World Boxing Association[image: External link] (WBA)

	
World Boxing Council[image: External link] (WBC)

	
World Boxing Organization (WBO)




	Amateur




	
International Boxing Association[image: External link] (AIBA; now also professional)
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 Boxing rankings




There are various organization and websites, that rank boxers in both weight class and pound-for-pound manner.


	
Transnational Boxing Rankings Board[image: External link] ( ratings[image: External link])

	
ESPN ( ratings[image: External link])

	
The Ring[image: External link] ( ratings[image: External link])

	
BoxRec ( ratings[image: External link])
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 See also





	Boxing styles and technique[image: External link]

	Boxing training[image: External link]

	Boxing gloves[image: External link]

	List of current world boxing champions[image: External link]

	List of female boxers[image: External link]

	List of male boxers[image: External link]

	Weight class in boxing[image: External link]
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Professional Boxing






Professional boxing, or prizefighting, emerged in the early twentieth century as boxing gradually attained legitimacy and became a regulated, sanctioned sport. Professional boxing bouts are fought for a purse[image: External link] which is divided between the boxers as determined by contract. Most professional bouts are supervised by a regulatory authority to guarantee the fighters' safety. Most high-profile bouts obtain the endorsement of a sanctioning body, which awards championship belts, establishes rules, and assigns its own judges and referee.

In contrast with amateur boxing[image: External link], professional bouts are typically much longer and can last up to twelve rounds, though less significant fights can be as short as four rounds. Protective headgear is not permitted, and boxers are generally allowed to take substantial punishment before a fight is halted. Professional boxing has enjoyed a much higher profile than amateur boxing[image: External link] throughout the 20th century and beyond.

In Cuba professional boxing is banned (as of 2007).[1] So was also the case in Sweden between 1970 and 2007, and Norway between 1981 and 2014.[2]



TOP
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 Early history




In 1891, the National Sporting Club[image: External link] (N.S.C.), a private club in London, began to promote professional glove fights at its own premises, and created nine of its own rules to augment the Queensberry Rules[image: External link]. These rules specified more accurately the role of the officials, and produced a system of scoring that enabled the referee to decide the result of a fight. The British Boxing Board of Control[image: External link] (B.B.B.C.) was first formed in 1919 with close links to the N.S.C., and was re-formed in 1929 after the N.S.C. closed.[4]

In 1909, the first of twenty-two belts were presented by the fifth Earl of Lonsdale[image: External link] to the winner of a British title fight held at the N.S.C. In 1929, the B.B.B.C. continued to award Lonsdale Belts[image: External link] to any British boxer who won three title fights in the same weight division. The "title fight" has always been the focal point in professional boxing. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, however, there were title fights at each weight. Promoters who could stage profitable title fights became influential in the sport, as did boxers' managers. The best promoters and managers have been instrumental in bringing boxing to new audiences and provoking media[image: External link] and public interest. The most famous of all three-way partnership (fighter-manager-promoter) was that of Jack Dempsey[image: External link] (heavyweight champion 1919–1926), his manager Jack Kearns[image: External link], and the promoter Tex Rickard[image: External link]. Together they grossed US$8.4 million in only five fights between 1921 and 1927 and ushered in a "golden age" of popularity for professional boxing in the 1920s.[5] They were also responsible for the first live radio broadcast of a title fight (Dempsey v. Georges Carpentier[image: External link], in 1921). In the United Kingdom, Jack Solomons[image: External link]' success as a fight promoter helped re-establish professional boxing after the Second World War and made the UK a popular place for title fights in the 1950s and 1960s.

In the first part of the 20th century, the United States became the centre for professional boxing. It was generally accepted that the "world champions" were those listed by the Police Gazette[image: External link].[6] After 1920, the National Boxing Association[image: External link] (N.B.A.) began to sanction "title fights". Also during that time, The Ring[image: External link] was founded, and it listed champions and awarded championship belts. The N.B.A. was renamed in 1962 and became the World Boxing Association[image: External link] (W.B.A.). The following year, a rival body, the World Boxing Council[image: External link] (W.B.C.), was formed.[7] In 1983, the International Boxing Federation[image: External link] (I.B.F.) was formed. In 1988, another world sanctioning body, World Boxing Organization (WBO) was formed. By the end of the 20th century, the World Professional Boxing Federation (W.P.B.F.) was formed, a boxer had to be recognized by the separate bodies to be the "Undisputed World Champion[image: External link]". Regional sanctioning bodies such as the North American Boxing Federation[image: External link], the North American Boxing Council[image: External link] and the United States Boxing Association[image: External link] also awarded championships. Ring Magazine also continued listing the World Champion of each weight division, and its rankings continue to be appreciated by fans.
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 Modern history
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 1900 to 1920




In the early twentieth century, most professional bouts took place in the United States and Britain, and champions were recognized by popular consensus as expressed in the newspapers of the day. Among the great champions of the era were the peerless heavyweight Jim Jeffries[image: External link] and Bob Fitzsimmons[image: External link], who weighed less than 12 stone (164 pounds), but won world titles at middleweight (1892), light heavyweight (1903), and heavyweight (1897). Other famous champions included light heavyweight Philadelphia Jack O'Brien[image: External link] and middleweight Tommy Ryan[image: External link]. On May 12, 1902 lightweight Joe Gans became the first black boxing champion. Despite the public's enthusiasm, this was an era of far-reaching regulation of the sport, often with the stated goal of outright prohibition. In 1900, the State of New York enacted the Lewis Law, banned prizefights except for those held in private athletic clubs between members. Thus, when introducing the fighters, the announcer frequently added the phrase "Both members of this club", as George Wesley Bellows titled one of his paintings.[8] The western region of the United States tended to be more tolerant of prizefights in this era, although the private club arrangement was standard practice here as well, San Francisco's California Athletic Club being a prominent example.[9]

On December 26, 1908, heavyweight Jack Johnson[image: External link] became the first black heavyweight champion and a highly controversial figure in that racially charged era. Prizefights often had unlimited rounds, and could easily become endurance tests, favoring patient tacticians like Johnson. At lighter weights, ten round fights were common, and lightweight Benny Leonard[image: External link] dominated his division from the late teens into the early twenties.

Prizefighting champions in this period were the premier sports celebrities, and a championship event generated intense public interest. Long before bars became popular venues in which to watch sporting events on television, enterprising saloon keepers were known to set up ticker machines and announce the progress of an important bout, blow by blow. Local kids often hung about outside the saloon doors, hoping for news of the fight. Harpo Marx, then fifteen, recounted vicariously experiencing the 1904 Jeffries-Munroe championship fight in this way.[10]
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 1920 to 1940




Main articles: Boxing in the 1920s[image: External link] and Boxing in the 1930s[image: External link]


In the 1920s, prizefighting was the pre-eminent sport in the United States[image: External link], and no figure loomed larger than Jack Dempsey[image: External link], who became world heavyweight champion after brutally defeating Jess Willard[image: External link]. Dempsey was one of the hardest punchers of all time and as Bert Randolph Sugar[image: External link] put it, "had a left hook from hell." He is remembered for his iconic fight with Luis Ángel Firpo[image: External link], which was followed by a lavish life of celebrity away from the ring. The enormously popular Dempsey would conclude his career with a memorable two bouts with Gene Tunney[image: External link], breaking the $1 million gate threshold for the first time. Although Tunney dominated both fights, Dempsey retained the public's sympathy, especially after the controversy of a "long count[image: External link]" in their second fight. This fight introduced the new rule that the counting of a downed opponent would not begin until the standing opponent went into a neutral corner. At this time, rules were negotiated by parties, as there were no sanctioning bodies.

The New York State Athletic Commission took a more prominent role in organizing fights in the 1930s. Famous champions of that era included the German heavyweight Max Schmeling[image: External link] and the American Max Baer[image: External link], who wielded a devastating right hand. Baer was defeated by "Cinderella Man" James Braddock[image: External link], a former light heavyweight contender before a series of injuries and setbacks during the Great Depression and was at one point even stripped of his license. Most famous of all was Joe Louis[image: External link], who avenged an earlier defeat by demolishing Schmeling in the first round of their 1938 rematch. Louis was voted the best puncher of all time by The Ring[image: External link], and is arguably the greatest heavyweight of all time. In 1938, Henry Armstrong[image: External link] became the only boxer to hold titles in three different weight classes at the same time (featherweight, lightweight, and welterweight). His attempt at winning the middleweight title would be thwarted in 1940.
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 1940 to 1960




Main articles: Boxing in the 1940s[image: External link] and Boxing in the 1950s[image: External link]


The Second World War brought a lull in competitive boxing, and champion Louis fought mostly exhibitions. After the war, Louis continued his reign, but new stars emerged in other divisions, such as the inimitable featherweight Willie Pep[image: External link], who won over 200 fights, and most notably Sugar Ray Robinson[image: External link], widely regarded as the greatest pound-for-pound fighter of all time. Robinson held the world welterweight title from 1946 to 1951 and the world middleweight title a record five times from 1951 to 1960. His notable rivals included Jake LaMotta[image: External link], Gene Fullmer[image: External link], and Carmen Basilio[image: External link]. Unfortunately, many fights in the 1940s and 1950s were marred by suspected mafia involvement, though some fighters like Robinson and Basilio openly resisted mob influence.

Among the heavyweights, Joe Louis retained his title until his 1949 retirement, having held the championship for an unprecedented eleven years. Ezzard Charles[image: External link] and Jersey Joe Walcott[image: External link] succeeded him as champion, but they were soon outshone by the remarkable Rocky Marciano[image: External link], who compiled an astounding 49-0 record before retiring as world champion. Among his opponents was the ageless Archie Moore[image: External link], who held the world light heavyweight title for ten years and scored more knockout victories than any other boxer in history.
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 1960 to 1980




Main articles: Boxing in the 1960s[image: External link] and Boxing in the 1970s[image: External link]


In the early 1960s, the seemingly invincible Sonny Liston[image: External link] captured the public imagination with his one-sided destruction of two-time heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson[image: External link]. One of the last mob-connected fighters, Liston had his mystique shattered in two controversial losses to the brash upstart Cassius Clay, who changed his name to Muhammad Ali[image: External link] after becoming champion. Ali would become the most iconic figure in boxing history, transcending the sport and achieving global recognition. His refusal to serve in the Vietnam War[image: External link] resulted in the stripping of his title, and tore down the barrier between sport and culture.

After three years of inactivity, Ali returned to the sport, leading to his first epic clash with Joe Frazier[image: External link] in 1971, ushering in a "golden age" of heavyweight boxing. Ali, Frazier, and the heavy-hitting George Foreman[image: External link] were the top fighters in a division overloaded with talent. Among the middleweights, Argentine Carlos Monzón[image: External link] emerged as a dominant champion, reigning from 1970 to his retirement in 1977, after an unprecedented 14 title defenses. Roberto Durán dismantled opponents for 6½ years as lightweight champion, Defending the title 12 times, 11 by knockout.

The late 1970s witnessed the end of universally recognized champions, as the WBC and WBA began to recognize different champions and top contenders, ushering in the era of multiple champions, unworthy mandatory challengers, and general corruption that came to be associated with sanctioning bodies in later decades.

The end of this decade also saw the sport begin to become more oriented toward the casino industry. The Caesars Palace[image: External link] hotel in Las Vegas began to host major bouts featuring George Foreman[image: External link], Ron Lyle[image: External link], Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Roberto Durán[image: External link], Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link], Marvin Hagler[image: External link] and Thomas Hearns[image: External link]. Also, public broadcasts would be replaced by closed-circuit, and ultimately pay-per-view, broadcasts, as the boxing audience shrank in numbers.
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 1980 to 2000




Main articles: Boxing in the 1980s[image: External link] and Boxing in the 1990s[image: External link]


In the early 1980s Larry Holmes[image: External link] was a lone heavyweight talent in a division full of pretenders, so the most compelling boxing matchups were to be found in the lower weight classes.Roberto Durán[image: External link] dominated the lightweight division and became welterweight champion, but quit during the 8th round in his second fight with Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link] (the famous "no mas" fight of Nov. 1980), who emerged as the best fighter of the decade. Leonard went on to knock out the formidable Thomas Hearns[image: External link] in 1981. Meanwhile, the junior welterweight division was ruled by Aaron Pryor[image: External link], who made 10 title defenses from 1980 to 1985, before vacating the championship.

The prestigious middleweight division was dominated by "Marvelous" Marvin Hagler[image: External link], who fought Thomas Hearns[image: External link] at Caesars Palace on April 15, 1985. The fight was billed as "The War", and it lived up to its billing. As soon as the bell rang, both fighters ran towards the center of the ring and began trading hooks and uppercuts nonstop. This continued into round three, when Hagler overwhelmed Hearns and knocked him out in brutal fashion. This fight made Hagler famous; he was able to lure Ray Leonard out of retirement in 1987, but lost in a highly-controversial[citation needed[image: External link]] decision. Hagler retired from boxing immediately after that fight.

In the latter half of the decade young heavyweight Mike Tyson[image: External link] emerged as a serious contender. Nicknamed "Iron Mike", Tyson became world heavyweight champion at the age of 20 and the first undisputed champion in a decade. Tyson soon became the most widely known boxer since Ali due to an aura of unrestrained ferocity, such as that exuded by Jack Dempsey or Sonny Liston.

Much like Liston, Tyson's career was marked by controversy and self-destruction. He was accused of domestic violence against his wife Robin Givens, whom he soon divorced. Meanwhile, he lost his title to 42-1 underdog James Douglas[image: External link]. His progress toward another title shot was derailed by allegations of rape made by Desiree Washington[image: External link], a beauty pageant queen. In 1992 Tyson was imprisoned for rape, and released three years later. With Tyson removed from the heavyweight picture, Evander Holyfield[image: External link] and Riddick Bowe[image: External link] emerged as top heavyweights in the early nineties, facing each other in three bouts.

Meanwhile, at light welterweight, Mexican Julio César Chávez[image: External link] compiled an official record of 89-0 before fighting to a controversial draw in 1993 with Pernell Whitaker[image: External link], who later also became a great boxer. In the late 1990s Chavez was superseded by Olympic gold medalist Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link], who became the most popular pay-per-view draw of his era. De la Hoya won championships in six weight classes, competing with fighters including Chavez, Whitaker, and Félix Trinidad[image: External link].

In the late 1990s Mike Tyson made a comeback, which took an unexpected turn when he was defeated by heavy underdog Evander Holyfield in 1996. In their 1997 rematch, Tyson bit a chunk from Holyfield's ear, resulting in his disqualification; Tyson's boxing license was revoked by the Nevada State Athletic Commission[image: External link] for one year and he was fined US$3 million. Holyfield won two of the three title belts, but lost a final match in 1999 with WBC champion Lennox Lewis[image: External link], who became undisputed champion.
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 2000 to present




Main articles: Boxing in the 2000s[image: External link] and Boxing in the 2010s[image: External link]


The last decade has witnessed a continued decline in the popularity of boxing in the United States, marked by a malaise in the heavyweight division and the increased competition in the Pay-Per-View market from MMA and its main promotion, the UFC[image: External link].[11][12] The sport has grown in Germany and Eastern Europe, and is also currently strong in Britain. This cultural shift is reflected in some of the changes in championship title holders, especially in the upper weight divisions.

The light heavyweight division was dominated in the early part of the decade by Roy Jones, Jr.[image: External link], a former middleweight champion, and the Polish-German Dariusz Michalczewski[image: External link]. Michalczewski held the WBO[image: External link] title, while Jones held the WBC[image: External link], WBA[image: External link], and IBF[image: External link] titles, two of which had been relinquished by Michalczewski. The two fighters never met, due to a dispute over whether the fight would be held in the U.S. or in Germany. This sort of dispute would be repeated among other top fighters, as Germany emerged as a top venue for world class boxing.

The most famous German-based boxers are the Ukrainian Klitschko brothers[image: External link], Wladimir[image: External link] and Vitali[image: External link], both of whom held versions of the heavyweight title. The Klitschkos were often depicted as representing a new generation of fighters from ex-Soviet republics, possessing great size, yet considerable skill and stamina, developed by years of amateur experience. Most versions of the heavyweight title were held by fighters from the former Soviet Union.

Since the retirement of Lennox Lewis[image: External link] in 2004, the heavyweight division has been criticized as lacking talent or depth, especially among American fighters. This has resulted in a higher profile for fighters in lower weight classes, including the age-defying middleweight and light heavyweight champion Bernard Hopkins[image: External link], and the undefeated multiple weight division champion Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link], who won a 2007 split decision over Oscar De La Hoya in a record-breaking pay-per-view event. Billed as the "fight to save boxing", the success of this event shows that American boxing still retains a considerable core audience when its product is of descent from the American continent.

Other notable fighters in even lower weight classes are experiencing unprecedented popularity today. In the last five years junior lightweights Marco Antonio Barrera[image: External link], Erik Morales[image: External link], Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link] and multiple weight division champion Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] have fought numerous times on pay-per-view. These small fighters often display tremendous punching power for their size, producing exciting fights such as the incredible 2005 bout between Castillo and the late Diego Corrales[image: External link].

Interest in the lower weight divisions further increased with the possibility of a superfight between two of the current best fighters in the world, Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] and Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link] Experts predicted this would break current pay-per-view records, due to the tremendous public demand for the fight. Long negotiations finally culminated in the Mayweather-Pacquiao[image: External link] fight on May 2, 2015, six years after negotiation first began and resulted in estimated revenues of $450,000,000.[13]
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 Length of bouts




Professional bouts are limited to a maximum of twelve rounds, most are fought over four, six, eight or ten rounds depending upon the experience of the boxers. Through the early twentieth century, it was common for fights to have unlimited rounds, ending only when one fighter quit or the fight was stopped by police. In the 1910s and 1920s, a fifteen-round limit gradually became the norm, benefiting high-energy fighters like Jack Dempsey.

For decades, from the 1920s to the 1980s, world championship matches in professional boxing were scheduled for fifteen rounds, but that changed after a November 13, 1982 WBA Lightweight title bout ended with the death of boxer Duk Koo Kim[image: External link] in a fight against Ray Mancini[image: External link] in the 14th round of a nationally televised championship fight on CBS. Exactly three months after the fatal fight, the WBC reduced the number of their championship fights to 12 rounds. The WBA even stripped a fighter of his championship in 1983 because the fight had been a 15-round bout, shortly after the rule was changed to 12 rounds. By 1988, to the displeasure of some boxing purists, all fights had been reduced to a maximum of 12 rounds only, partially for safety, and partially for television, as a 12-round bout could be broadcast within an hour, while a 15-round bout could require up to 90 minutes to broadcast.
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 Scoring




If a knockout or disqualification does not occur, the fight is determined by decision. In the early days of boxing, the referee decided the winner by raising his arm at the end of the bout, a practice that is still used for some professional bouts in Britain. In the early twentieth century, it became common for the referee or judge to score bouts by the number of rounds won. To improve the reliability of scoring, two ringside judges were added besides the referee, and the winner was decided by majority decision. Since the late twentieth century, it has become common practice for all three judges to be ringside observers, though the referee still has the authority to stop a fight or deduct points.

At the end of the fight, the judges add their scores for all rounds, and each judge thereby determines a winner. If all three judges choose the same fighter as the winner, that fighter wins by unanimous decision. If two judges have one boxer winning the fight and the third judge scores it a draw, the boxer wins by majority decision. If two judges have one boxer winning the fight and the third judge has the other boxer winning, the first boxer wins by split decision. If one judge chooses one boxer as the winner, the second judge chooses the other boxer, and the third judge calls it a draw, then the bout is ruled a draw[image: External link]. The bout is also ruled a draw if at least two out of three judges score the fight a draw, regardless of the third score. In the United Kingdom, the bout is only scored by the referee, except when a title is at stake, in which case it is scored by three judges.

The most widely used scoring system since the mid-twentieth century is the "10-point must system", so named because a judge "must" award ten points to at least one fighter each round (before deductions for fouls). Most rounds are scored 10-9, with 10 points for the fighter who won the round, and 9 points for the fighter the judge believes lost the round. If a round is judged to be even, it is scored 10-10. For each knockdown in a round, the judge deducts an additional point from the fighter knocked down, resulting in a 10-8 score if there is one knockdown or a 10-7 score if there are two knockdowns. If the referee instructs the judges to deduct a point for a foul, this deduction is applied after the preliminary computation. So, if a fighter wins a round, but is penalized for a foul, the score changes from 10-9 to 9-9. If that same fighter scored a knockdown in the round, the score would change from 10-8 in his favor to 9-8.

Other scoring systems have also been used in various locations, including the five-point must system (in which the winning fighter is awarded five points, the loser four or less), the one-point system (in which the winning fighter is awarded one or more points, and the losing fighter is awarded zero), and the rounds system which simply awards the round to the winning fighter. In the rounds system, the bout is won by the fighter determined to have won more rounds. This system often used a supplemental points system (generally the ten-point must) in the case of even rounds.

If a fight is stopped due to a cut from an unintentional headbutt, the fight goes to the scorecards only if a specified number of rounds (usually three, sometimes four) have been completed. Whoever is ahead on the scorecards wins by a technical decision. If the required number of rounds has not been completed, the fight is declared a technical draw or a no contest.

If a fight is stopped due to a cut resulting from a legal punch, the other participant is awarded a technical knockout win. For this reason, fighters often employ cutmen[image: External link], whose job is to treat cuts between rounds so that the boxer is able to continue despite the cut.[14]

Judges do not have the ability to disregard an official knockdown. If the referee declares a fighter going down to be a knockdown, the judges must score it as such.
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 Major sanctioning bodies





	
International Boxing Federation[image: External link] (IBF)

	
World Boxing Association[image: External link] (WBA)

	
World Boxing Council[image: External link] (WBC)

	
World Boxing Organization (WBO)
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 See also





	Amateur boxing[image: External link]
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University of Miami






This article is about the university in Florida. For the university in Ohio, see Miami University[image: External link].

The University of Miami (informally referred to as UM, U of M, or The U)[10][11] is a private, nonsectarian[image: External link] research university in Coral Gables, Florida[image: External link], United States. As of 2015, the university enrolls 16,848 students[12] in 12 separate colleges/schools, including the Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link] in Miami's Health District, a law school[image: External link] on the main campus, and the Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science[image: External link] focused on the study of oceanography[image: External link] and atmospheric sciences[image: External link] on Virginia Key[image: External link], with research facilities at the Richmond Facility in southern Miami-Dade County[image: External link].

The university offers 116 undergraduate, 105 master's, and 63 doctoral degree programs, of which 59 are research/scholarship and four professional areas of study.[3] Over the years, the university's students have represented all 50 states and close to 150 foreign countries.[13] With more than 14,000 full and part-time faculty and staff,[14] UM is currently the sixth largest employer in Miami-Dade County[image: External link].[15] UM's main campus in Coral Gables has 239 acres and over 5.7 million square feet of buildings. In the 2017 U.S. News and World Report[image: External link] study of colleges and universities, UM is ranked the 44th best national university in the United States.[16]

Research is a component of each academic division, with UM attracting $346.6 million per year in sponsored research grants.[17] UM offers a large library system with over 3.1 million volumes and exceptional holdings in Cuban[image: External link] heritage and music.[18] UM also offers a wide range of student activities, including fraternities and sororities, a student newspaper and radio station. UM's intercollegiate athletic teams, collectively known as the Miami Hurricanes[image: External link], compete in Division I[image: External link] of the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link].[19] UM's football[image: External link] team has won five national championships since 1983[20] and its baseball[image: External link] team has won four national championships since 1982.
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 History




A group of citizens chartered the University of Miami (UM) in 1925 with the intent to offer "unique opportunities to develop inter-American studies, to further creative work in the arts and letters, and to conduct teaching and research programs in tropical studies".[21] They believed that a local university would benefit their community. They were overly optimistic about future financial support for UM because the South Florida land boom was at its peak.[21] During the Jim Crow era[image: External link], there were three large state-funded universities in Florida for white males, white females, and black coeds ( UF[image: External link], FSU[image: External link], and FAMU[image: External link], respectively); in this accord, UM was founded as a white, coeducational institution[image: External link].

The university began in earnest in 1925 when George E. Merrick[image: External link], the founder of Coral Gables, gave 160 acres (0.6 km2) and nearly $5 million,[22] ($68.3 million, adjusted for current inflation) to the effort.[23] These contributions were land contracts and mortgages on real estate that had been sold in the city.[24] The university was chartered on April 18, 1925[25] by the Circuit Court for Dade County.[26] By the fall of 1926, when the first class of 372 students enrolled at UM,[27] the land boom had collapsed, and hopes for a speedy recovery were dashed by a major hurricane[image: External link].[28] For the next 15 years the university barely remained solvent. The construction of the first building on campus, now known as the Merrick Building, was left half built for over two decades due to economic difficulties.[28] In the meantime, classes were held at the nearby Anastasia Hotel, with partitions separating classrooms, giving the university the early nickname of "Cardboard College."[28][29][30]

In 1929, Walsh and the other members of the Board of Regents resigned in the wake of the collapse of the Florida economy. UM's plight was so severe that students went door to door in Coral Gables collecting funds to keep it open.[29] A reconstituted ten-member Board was chaired by UM's first president Bowman Foster Ashe[image: External link] (1926–1952). The new board included Merrick, Theodore Dickinson, E.B. Douglas, David Fairchild[image: External link], James H. Gilman, Richardson Saunders, Frank B. Shutts, Joseph H. Adams, and J. C. Penney[image: External link]. In 1930, several faculty members and more than 60 students came to UM when the University of Havana[image: External link] closed due to political unrest.[28] UM filed for bankruptcy in 1932.[28][31] In July 1934, the University of Miami was reincorporated and a Board of Trustees replaced the Board of Regents. By 1940, community leaders were replacing faculty and administration as trustees.[26] The university survived this early turmoil. During Ashe's presidency, the university added the School of Law[image: External link] (1928),[32] the School of Business Administration[image: External link] (1929), the School of Education (1929), the Graduate School (1941), the Marine Laboratory (1943, renamed in 1969 as the Rosenstiel School[image: External link]), the School of Engineering (1947), and the School of Medicine[image: External link] (1952).[28]

During World War II, UM was one of 131 colleges and universities nationally that took part in the V-12 Navy College Training Program[image: External link], which offered students a path to a Navy[image: External link] commission.[33]

One of Ashe's longtime assistants, Jay F. W. Pearson[image: External link], assumed the presidency in 1952.[34] A charter faculty member and a marine biologist by trade,[34] Pearson retained the position until 1962.[21] During his presidency, UM awarded its first doctorate degrees and saw an increase in enrollment of more than 4,000.[21][35]

The social changes of the 1960s and 1970s were reflected at UM. In 1961, UM dropped its policy of racial segregation and began to admit black[image: External link] students.[35][36] African Americans were also allowed full participation in student activities and sports teams.[37] After President Stanford pressed for minority athletes, in December 1966, UM signed Ray Bellamy, an African American football player. With Bellamy, UM became the first major college in the Deep South with a Black football player on scholarship.[38] UM established an Office of Minority Affairs to promote diversity in both undergraduate and professional school admissions.[39] With the start of the 1968 football season, President Henry Stanford barred the playing of " Dixie[image: External link]" by the university's band.[28]

Historically, UM regulated female student conduct more than men's conduct with a staff under the Dean of Women watching over the women. UM combined the separate Dean of Men and Dean of Women positions in 1971.[40] In 1971, UM formed a Women's Commission which issued a 1974 report on the status of women on campus.[41] The result was UM's first female commencement speaker,[42] day care, and a Women's Study minor. Following the enactment of Title IX[image: External link] in 1972, and decades of litigation, all organizations, including honorary societies were open to women. The Women's Commission also sought more equitable funding for women's sports.[43] Terry Williams Munz became the first woman in America awarded an athletic scholarship when she accepted a golf scholarship from UM in 1973.[44]

From 1961 to 1968, UM leased buildings on its South Campus to serve as the covert headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]'s JMWAVE[image: External link] operation against Fidel Castro[image: External link]'s government in Cuba[image: External link].[45] In 1968, after Ramparts[image: External link] magazine exposed CIA operations on other campuses, JMWAVE was moved off the UM campus out of concern for embarrassing the university.[46] The University no longer owns land at the south campus.

Henry King Stanford[image: External link] became UM's third president in 1962.[47] The Stanford presidency saw increased emphasis on research, reorganization of administrative structure and construction of new facilities. Among the new research centers established were the Center for Advanced International Studies (1964), the Institute of Molecular and Cellular Evolution (1964), the Center for Theoretical Studies (1965), and the Institute for the Study of Aging (1975). Under Stanford, in 1965, UM began to recruit international students.[28]

In 1981, Edward T. Foote II[image: External link] became the school's fourth president.[48] Under Foote's leadership, on campus student housing was converted into a system of residential colleges.[49] In addition, Foote initiated a five-year $400 million fundraising campaign that began in 1984 and raised $517.5 million.[50][51] He saw the endowment expand from $47.4 million in 1981 to $465.2 million in 2000.[50]

Foote was succeeded by Donna Shalala[image: External link], who assumed the UM presidency in 2001.[52] Under Shalala, Miami built new libraries, dormitories, symphony rehearsal halls, and classroom buildings. The university's academic quality and student quality also have improved as a result.[53] During Shalala's leadership of the University of Miami, Miami hosted one of three nationally televised U.S. presidential debates[image: External link] of the 2004 U.S. Presidential election[image: External link].[54]

Starting in 2002,[55] UM conducted a fundraising campaign titled "Momentum: The Campaign for the University of Miami" that ultimately raised $1.37 billion,[56] the most money raised by any college in Florida as of February 8, 2008.[57] Of that amount, $854 million went to the medical campus.[56] On November 30, 2007, UM acquired the Cedars Medical Center and renamed it the "University of Miami Hospital", giving the Miller School of Medicine an in-house teaching hospital rather than being merely affiliated with area hospitals.[58]

See also: University of Miami 2006 custodial workers' strike[image: External link]


On February 28, 2006, custodial workers at the University of Miami, who are contracted to the university by a Boston, Massachusetts-based company, UNICCO, began a strike[image: External link] prompted by allegations of unfair labor practices, substandard pay, lack of health benefits, and workplace safety. After students began a hunger strike and on-campus vigil, the strike was settled on May 1, 2006. The settlement resulted in a card count which led to the recognition of the first union-represented bargaining unit at UM.[59][60][61] UM raised wages from $6.40 to $8.35 per hour and provided health insurance.[62]

In 2008–09, UM responded to the economic slowdown by tightening expenditures.[63] While its endowment lost over 26.8% of its value,[64] impacting endowment income, the school receives more than 98% of its operating budget from other sources.[63]

In 2011, UM was ranked the nation's most fiscally-responsible nonprofit organization by Worth magazine[image: External link], in a report issued in collaboration with nonprofit watchdog Charity Navigator[image: External link].[65]
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 Campus
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 Coral Gables campus




See also: Frost School of Music[image: External link], Lowe Art Museum[image: External link], University of Miami School of Business Administration[image: External link], and University of Miami School of Law[image: External link]


UM's main campus spans 239 acres (0.97 km2)[66] in Coral Gables[image: External link], located immediately south of the city of Miami. Most of the University of Miami's academic programs are located on the main campus in Coral Gables, which houses seven schools and two colleges including the University of Miami School of Law[image: External link]. The campus has over 5,900,000 sq ft (550,000 m2) of building space valued at over $657 million.[67]

The university also has a campus theater, the Jerry Herman Ring Theatre[image: External link], which is used for student plays and musicals.[68] The John C. Gifford Arboretum[image: External link], a campus arboretum[image: External link] and botanical garden[image: External link], is located on the northwest corner of the main campus in Coral Gables.[69] The Jorge M. Perez Architecture Center is the lecture hall and gallery of the School of Architecture that displays exhibitions focusing on architecture and design.[70][71]

The Coral Gables campus is served by the Miami Metrorail[image: External link] at the University Station[image: External link].[72] The Metro connects UM to downtown Miami[image: External link], Brickell[image: External link], Coconut Grove[image: External link], Civic Center[image: External link], and other Miami neighborhoods. The UM campus is about a 15-minute train ride from Downtown and Brickell.[73] The Hurry 'Canes shuttle bus service[image: External link] operates two routes on campus (as well as to the University Station) and weekend routes to various off-campus stores and facilities during the school year; an additional shuttle route provides service to the RSMAS[image: External link] campus on Virginia Key and Vizcaya Station[image: External link]. Miami also has a Zipcar[image: External link] service. There is also a lake called Lake Osceola located at the center of campus. It contains a large fountain, which serves as a landmark to many university students.
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 Student housing






	UM residence halls[74]

	Year built
	Room capacity



	Apartment Area[75]

	1948
	est. 500



	Eaton Residential College
	1954
	400



	Mahoney Residential College
	1958
	750



	Pearson Residential College
	1962
	750



	Hecht Residential College
	1968
	900



	Stanford Residential College
	1968
	900



	University Village
	2006
	800



	Total
	4,500 (29% of UM students)




The Coral Gables campus houses 4,500 enrolled students. This group is disproportionately freshmen (84% of new freshmen live on campus compared with 43% of all degree undergraduates).[18] UM's on-campus housing consists of five residential colleges and one apartment-style housing area available only to undergraduate degree-seeking students. The residential colleges are divided into two dormitory[image: External link]-style residence halls and three suite-style residence halls. The McDonald and Pentland Towers of Hecht Residential College[76] and the Walsh and Rosborough Towers of Stanford Residential College[77] are commonly referred to as the "Freshman Towers", as the single-sex by floor (with shared bathroom facilities) co-ed dormitories generally house new students. Eaton Residential College, which originally housed only women,[78] and the Mahoney/Pearson Residential Colleges[79][80] have suite-style housing with every two double-occupancy rooms connected by a shared bathroom.

In addition to these five residential colleges, Miami also has an area called the University Village[81] which consists of seven buildings with apartment[image: External link]-style annual contract housing, fully furnished with kitchen facilities. The University Village is only open to juniors and seniors, but was previously open to graduate students and students of the School of Law up until July 31, 2009; after this date, there has been no housing available for any graduate students on the Coral Gables campus.[82][83] The University of Miami also has a series of fraternity houses[image: External link], opposite the intramural fields on San Amaro Drive, dubbed "Fraternity Row"; the sororities do not possess any such facilities.

Miami previously had a series of seven buildings set aside for student residences called the Apartment Area, consisting of the oldest dormitories on campus which were originally built to house married veterans and their families.[84] These buildings also featured fully furnished apartments with kitchen facilities, but they were not leased to students as in the University Village. These residences were closed at the end of the Spring 2010 semester,[75] although several others of these original dormitories continue to be used as office space for departments such as the Office of Student Employment, the Air Force ROTC[image: External link] Detachment 155, and the Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Education PIER 21.

The University of Miami does not offer housing for students with children or for married students.[85] UM abolished its separate dorms for athletes in 1990.[49]
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 Medical campus




Main article: Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link]


See also: Jackson Memorial Hospital[image: External link], Miami Project to Cure Paralysis[image: External link], and UM Department of Community Service[image: External link]


The Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link] campus, located in Miami city proper in Civic Center[image: External link], trains 1,000 students in various health-related programs.[86] It consists of 68 acres (280,000 m2) within the 153 acres (620,000 m2) University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical Center complex. The medical center includes three UM-owned hospitals: University of Miami Hospital, Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center, and Anne Bates Leach Eye Hospital. Jackson Memorial Hospital[image: External link], Holtz Children's Hospital, and the Miami Veterans Affairs Medical Center are also a part of the medical center and are affiliated with UM, but are not owned by UM.[87] The heart of this campus is "The Alamo[image: External link]" – the original City of Miami Hospital, which opened in 1918, that is on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link].[86][88] In 2006, UM opened the 300,000 sq ft (28,000 m2), 15-story Clinical Research Building and Wellness Center.[86] In 2009, a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design[image: External link] (LEED) certified, nine-story Biomedical Research Building, a 182,000 sq ft (16,900 m2) laboratory and office facility, opened to house the Interdisciplinary Stem Cell Institute and the Miami Institute for Human Genomics.[89] UM has started to build a 2,000,000 sq ft (190,000 m2) UM Life Science Park adjacent to the UM medical campus.[90] These additional Gold LEED certified buildings are being built by Wexford Science & Technology, a private developer, on land leased from UM.[91] The Medical campus is connected to UM's main campus by the Miami Metrorail[image: External link] with direct stations at University Station for the main campus, and Civic Center Station for the medical campus.

On December 1, 2007, the university purchased the Cedars Medical Center, renaming it as the University of Miami Hospital. Situated in the Miami Health District, the hospital is close to the Jackson Memorial Hospital, which has been used by the UM students and faculty to provide patient care for many years.[92]

Starting in 2004, the Miller School began offering instruction on the campus of Florida Atlantic University[image: External link] in Boca Raton, Florida[image: External link]. MD candidates were admitted to either the Miami or Boca Raton programs and spent the first two years studying on the selected campus and the last two on the main campus in Miami.[93] In April 2005, the Boca Raton program was expanded to include a third clinical year in Palm Beach County. In 2010, when Florida Atlantic University made plans to establish their own medical school, no future classes of the regional campus were accepted. The last class to complete the first three years of training in Boca Raton is the Class of 2013.[94]

There is no on campus housing for students of the Miller School of Medicine in Miami or Boca Raton.[95] The Miami and Boca Raton campuses charge identical tuition, with a lower tuition for in-state students.[96]
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 RSMAS/Marine Campus




Main article: Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science[image: External link]


In 1945, construction began on the Rickenbacker Causeway[image: External link] to make Virginia Key[image: External link] accessible by car. The county offered to give UM a part of the island adjacent to the Miami Seaquarium[image: External link] in exchange for UM operating the aquarium.[97] However, the aquarium construction was delayed when a bond referendum failed, so UM leased the land in 1951. In 1953, UM built classroom and lab buildings on a 16-acre (65,000 m²) campus to house what would become the Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science[image: External link] (RSMAS). Additional buildings were added in 1957, 1959 and 1965.[97] The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration[image: External link]'s Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory[image: External link] is located across the Rickenbacker Causeway[image: External link] from the campus. From 1947 to 1959, the State of Florida funded the UM Marine Lab on Virginia Key until the State built a separate marine lab in St. Petersburg.[97] In 2009, UM received a $15 million federal grant to help construct a new $43.8 million, 56,500 square feet (5,250 m2) Marine Technology and Life Sciences Seawater Research Building.[98]

There is no housing on the RSMAS campus. As part of its campus-wide free shuttle service, UM operates a route from the Coral Gables campus to the RSMAS campus, which includes stops at the Vizcaya[image: External link] Metrorail[image: External link] station on weekdays.[83][99]
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 South Campus




Main articles: JMWAVE[image: External link] and Richmond Naval Air Station[image: External link]


In 1946, UM acquired the former Richmond Naval Air Station[image: External link], in southwestern Miami, located 12 mi (19 km) south of the main campus in order to accommodate the post-war increase in students. The campus was acquired immediately following World War II and provided classrooms, housing, and other amenities for about 1,100 students (mostly freshmen) for two academic years. In 1948 it was repurposed as a research facility.[100] In the 1960s, some of the buildings were leased to the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]. The South Campus Grove was a 350 acres (1,400,000 m2) plot for agricultural research and horticultural studies that was established in 1948.[27][100] For 20 years, UM used radioactive isotopes[image: External link] in biological research on the South Campus, and buried materials included irradiated animals on the site. In August 2006, UM agreed to reimburse the Army Corps of Engineers $393,473 for clean-up costs under the Superfund[image: External link] law.[101] Its six buildings provide 63,800 sq ft (5,930 m2)[87] to currently house: the Global Public Health Research Group, Miami Institute for Human Genomics[image: External link], Forensic Toxicology Laboratory (for analysis of DUI[image: External link] suspect blood samples), and Microbiology[image: External link] and Immunology[image: External link].[102] The University of Miami once planned to build a south campus on the property but opted to sell 80 acres of land instead.[103] The University no longer owns land at the south campus.
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 Richmond Campus




The Richmond campus is a 76 acres (310,000 m2) site that was formerly the United States Naval Observatory[image: External link] Secondary National Time Standard Facility, which already had buildings and a 20M antenna used for Very Long Baseline Interferometry[image: External link] (VLBI).[104] The Rosenstiel School's Center for Southeastern Tropical Advanced Remote Sensing (CSTARS) and Richmond Satellite Operations Center (RSOC) have research facilities located on a portion of the new campus.
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 Sustainability




Since 2005, UM has a "Green U" initiative which includes LEED certification for buildings and the use of biofuels by the campus bus fleet.[105] UM established the Abess[image: External link] Center for Ecosystem Science and Policy.[106] As a part of the Abess Center, UM launched the R.J. Dunlap Marine Conservation Program to educate students on the importance of protecting the marine environment.[107] In 2008, UM replaced the chiller plant on its Virginia Key campus to improve its carbon footprint.[108] UM also planted mangroves[image: External link], sea grape[image: External link] trees, and other dune plants on Virginia Key to protect its sand dunes and to protect the campus from storm damage.[109]
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 Student body






	University of Miami demographics



	Ethnic enrollment, 2016[110]

	Undergraduates
	Graduates



	Black[image: External link]
	8%
	8%



	Asian[image: External link]
	11%
	14%



	
Hispanic[image: External link] (of any race)
	26%
	25%



	non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	45%
	37%



	Two or More Races
	3%
	2%



	Unknown
	6%
	14%




In 2015, UM received 33,416 applicants for 2,082 available openings in its freshman class. About 63 percent of new freshmen admitted to the university graduated in the top 10 percent of their high school class, with an average GPA[image: External link] of 4.0 and median SAT[image: External link] score of 1300.[111]

In 2015, undergraduates were composed of: 27% from the Greater Miami area, 10% from other parts of Florida, 48% from other U.S. states, and 15% were international students. Graduate students were composed of: 36% from the Greater Miami area, 12% from other parts of Florida, 33% from other U.S. states, and 19% were international students.[6]

As of 2009, UM reported the following graduation rates: 68% graduating within 4 years, 79% graduating within 5 years, and 82% graduating within 6 years.[112] Male student athletes have a 52% 4-year graduation rate, and 72% of female student athletes graduate within 4 years.[113][114]
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 Academics






	Undergraduate New Freshman Statistics[115]




	 
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011
	2010



	Applicants
	33,416
	31,608
	28,907
	27,757
	27,745
	25,895



	Admitted
	12,625
	12,064
	11,691
	11,020
	10,635
	10,157



	Percent Admitted
	37.8%
	38.2%
	40.4%
	39.7%
	38.3%
	39.2%



	Average High School GPA
	4.0
	4.3
	4.2
	4.2
	4.2
	4.2



	Median SAT (out of 1600)
	1300
	1320
	1320
	1320
	1330
	1320




There are currently 2,616 full-time faculty members, with 96% of regular faculty holding doctorates or terminal degrees in their field.[116] UM has a student-faculty ratio of 12:1.[116] The University of Miami is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools[image: External link] and 23 additional professional and educational accrediting agencies. It is a member of the American Association of University Women[image: External link], the American Council on Education[image: External link], the American Council of Learned Societies[image: External link], the Association of American Colleges and Universities,[117] the Florida Association of Colleges and Universities, the Independent Colleges & Universities of Florida,[118] and the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.[119]
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 Organization




UM is led by a board of trustees, which holds two meetings each year.[26] The board has 48 elected members, 3 alumni representatives, 23 senior members, 4 national members, 6 ex officio members[image: External link], 14 emeriti members[image: External link] and 1 student representative. Ex officio members, who serve by virtue of their positions in the university, include the president of the university; the president and immediate past president of the citizens board; and the president, president-elect and immediate past president of the alumni association.[26] Since 1982, the board has eleven visiting committees, which include both trustees and outside experts, to help oversee the individual academic units.[26]

UM's president is the university's chief executive officer, with a 2012 salary of $1.16 million,[120] and each academic unit is headed by a dean.

On April 13, 2015, the university announced that Dr. Julio Frenk would be the university's 6th president. Frenk previously served as dean of Harvard University[image: External link]'s T.H. Chan School of Public Health and Mexico's minister of health.[121]



	2015-2016 Tuition



	School
	Tuition
	Total Cost



	Undergraduate
	$44,400
	$64,306



	Graduate School
	$44,400
	$67,486



	Law School
	$46,800
	$74,815



	Medical School (FL)
	$36,117



	Medical School (non-FL)
	$41,580





	Undergraduate & graduate




	School of Architecture

	College of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]


	School of Business Administration[image: External link]

	School of Communication[image: External link]


	School of Education and Human Development

	College of Engineering[image: External link]


	Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science[image: External link]

	Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music[image: External link]

	School of Nursing[image: External link] and Health Studies[image: External link]





	Graduate only




	The Graduate School[123]


	Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link]

	University of Miami School of Law[image: External link]



In addition, UM also has a division of continuing and international education and a program in executive education as part of its school of business administration.

A partnership with nearby Florida International University[image: External link], also allows students from both schools to take graduate classes at either university, allowing graduate students to take a wider variety of courses.[124] In addition, the Miller School of Medicine offers separate PhD[125] and MD/PhD[126] programs in several biomedical sciences.

The Department of Community Service[image: External link], staffed by volunteer medical students and physicians from UM's Leonard M. School of Medicine, provides free medical and other community services in Miami and surrounding communities.

For the fiscal year ending May 2012, UM had $2,403,500,000 in total revenues and $2,431,500,000 in functional expenses.[127]
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In the 2017 issue of U.S. News & World Report[image: External link]'s "America's Best Colleges," the University of Miami was ranked 44th among national universities.[140] U.S. News's 2016 ranking of U.S. medical schools ranked the Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link] as the 44th best medical school for research in the nation, while US News ranked the School of Law[image: External link] as the 60th best law school in the nation.[141] In 2008, U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranked the University of Miami Physical Therapy Department 7th in the nation[142] and the Department of Psychology's Clinical Training Program 25th in the nation.[139]

The National Science Foundation[image: External link] ranks UM 112th out of 630 research institutions in the number of granted doctorate degrees in its FY 2006 survey. It ranked 65th out of 634 institutions in terms of total research and development expenditures in 2014.[143]

The Academic Ranking of World Universities[image: External link] rates UM one of the world's top 150 academic institutions[144] In Forbes[image: External link] magazine's 2010 rankings of 600 undergraduate institutions, UM ranked 293rd.[145] In 2012, Forbes gave the University of Miami a 132 overall ranking and ranked it among the 115 top private universities and among the top 53 research universities in the nation.[146]

In the 2009 edition of Best 371 Colleges, The Princeton Review[image: External link] ranks UM one of the 141 "Best Southeastern Colleges"[147] and ranks it first in the nation in its "Lots of Race/Class Interaction" category.[148][149][150]
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The Otto G. Richter Library, the University of Miami's main library, houses collections that serve the arts, architecture, humanities, social sciences, and the sciences. It is a depository for federal and state government publications.[151] Rare books, maps, manuscript collections, and the University of Miami Archives are housed in the Special Collections Division and in the Cuban Heritage Collection.

In addition to the Richter Library, the Libraries include facilities that support programs in architecture, business, marine science, and music:


	Judi Prokop Newman Information Resources Center (Business)

	Marta and Austin Weeks Music Library[152]


	Paul Buisson Architecture Library

	Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science Library



The university also has specialized libraries for medicine and law:


	Louis Calder Memorial Library (Medicine)

	University of Miami Law Library



Within the Miller School of Medicine, there are two specialized departmental libraries for ophthalmology and psychiatry that are open to the public:


	Mary and Edward Norton Library (Ophthalmology)

	Pomerance Library (Psychiatry)



Combined holdings of the libraries include over 3.4 million volumes, 87,125 current serials titles, 75,521 electronic journals, 630,756 electronic books, 4.1 million microforms, and 172,560 audio, film, video, and cartographic materials.[18] The Libraries have a staff of 86 Librarians and 115 support staff.[153]

In January 2017, the Jay I. Kislak Foundation announced that it was making a substantial donation of rare books, maps, and manuscripts to the UM Libraries and to Miami Dade College[image: External link]. The collection includes the earliest published copies of Columbus's letter on the first voyage[image: External link]. [154]
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Sponsored research expenditures for fiscal year 2008 reached a record of more than $326 million.[155] Those funds support over 5,000 graduate students and postdoctoral trainees.[156] In Fiscal Year 2006, UM received $127 million in federal research funding, including $89.5 million from the Department of Health and Human Services[image: External link] and $16.7 million from the National Science Foundation[image: External link].[157] Of the $8.2 billion appropriated by Congress in 2009 as a part of the stimulus bill for research priorities of the National Institutes of Health[image: External link], the Miller School received $40.5 million.[158] In addition to research conducted in the individual academic schools and departments, Miami has the following University-wide research centers:


	The Center for Computational Science[159]


	The Center for Hemispheric Policy[160]


	The Institute for Cuban and Cuban-American Studies (ICCAS)[161]


	
Leonard and Jayne Abess[image: External link] Center for Ecosystem Science and Policy[106]


	The Miami European Union Center: This group is a consortium with Florida International University[image: External link] (FIU) established in Fall 2001 with a grant from the European Commission[image: External link] through its delegation in Washington, D.C., intended to research economic, social, and political issues of interest to the European Union[image: External link].[162]


	The Sue and Leonard Miller Center for Contemporary Judaic Studies

	John P. Hussman Institute for Human Genomics – studies possible causes of Parkinson's disease[image: External link], Alzheimer's disease[image: External link] and macular degeneration[image: External link].[89][163][164]


	Center on Research and Education for Aging and Technology Enhancement (CREATE)[165][166]


	Wallace H. Coulter Center for Translational Research[167]




The Miller School of Medicine receives more than $200 million per year in external grants and contracts to fund 1,500 ongoing projects. The medical campus includes more than 500,000 sq ft (46,000 m2) of research space with plans underway to build a new UM Life Science Park, which will add an additional 2,000,000 sq ft (190,000 m2) of space adjacent to the medical campus.[89] UM's Interdisciplinary Stem Cell Institute seeks to understand the biology of stem cells and translate basic research into new regenerative therapies. In 2007, Joshua Hare, MD and colleagues reported that a new stem cell therapy was safe for the treatment of myocardial infarction and reduced complications from the condition.[168]

As of 2008, the Rosenstiel School receives $50 million in annual external research funding.[169] Their laboratories include a salt-water wave tank, a five-tank Conditioning and Spawning System, multi-tank Aplysia Culture Laboratory, Controlled Corals Climate Tanks, and DNA analysis equipment.[170] The campus also houses an invertebrate museum with 400,000 specimens and operates the Bimini Biological Field Station, an array of oceanographic high-frequency radar along the US east coast, and the Bermuda aerosol observatory.[171] UM also owns the Little Salt Spring[image: External link], a site on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link],[172] in North Port, Florida[image: External link], where RSMAS performs archaeological[image: External link] and paleontological[image: External link] research.[173]

UM built a brain imaging[image: External link] annex to the James M. Cox Jr. Science Center within the College of Arts and Sciences. The building includes a human functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) laboratory, where scientists, clinicians, and engineers can study fundamental aspects of brain function. Construction of the lab was funded in part by a $14.8 million in stimulus money grant from the National Institute of Health[image: External link].[174]

In 2004 the university received $124 million in science and engineering funding from the U.S. federal government, the largest Hispanic-serving recipient and 54th overall. $92 million of the funding was through the Department of Health and Human Services[image: External link] and was used largely for the medical campus.[175]

UM maintains one of the largest centralized academic cyber infrastructures in the country with numerous assets. The Center for Computational Science High Performance Computing group has been in continuous operation since 2007. Over that time the core has grown from a zero HPC cyberinfrastructure to a regional high-performance computing environment that currently supports more than 1,200 users, 220 TFlops of computational power, and more than 3 Petabytes of disk storage. The center's latest system acquisition, an IBM IDataPlex system, was ranked at number 389 on the November 2012 Top 500 Supercomputers.[176]
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See also: Iron Arrow Honor Society[image: External link], Jerry Herman Ring Theatre[image: External link], The Miami Hurricane[image: External link], and WVUM[image: External link]


The university is affiliated with 31 fraternities and sororities[image: External link].[177] Six of them (Alpha Epsilon Pi[image: External link], Alpha Sigma Phi[image: External link], Lambda Chi Alpha[image: External link], Sigma Alpha Epsilon[image: External link], Sigma Chi[image: External link], and Zeta Beta Tau[image: External link]) have houses[image: External link] on campus.[178] Among the service groups organized by students are Amnesty International[image: External link][179] and Habitat for Humanity[image: External link].[180] Students organize the Ibis yearbook, UMTV (a cable TV channel carried on Comcast[image: External link] Channel 96, which includes nine programs, many of which have won national awards), UniMiami (a Spanish-speaking Cable TV broadcast),[181] the student-run Distraction Magazine and the campus radio[image: External link] station WVUM[image: External link].[182][183]

Since 1929, students have published The Miami Hurricane[image: External link] newspaper twice-weekly.[184] The paper has been honored in the Associated Collegiate Press[image: External link] Hall of Fame.[185]

UM has appointed individuals in the various departments to handle students' problems and complaints called "Troubleshooters." UM also has an Ombudsman[image: External link] to mediate complaints that cannot be resolved by the troubleshooters.[186] Since 1986, UM has an Honor Code governing student conduct.[187]

The university has a number of student honor societies. The Iron Arrow Honor Society[image: External link] (which also inducts faculty, staff, and alumni) is the highest honor awarded by the university.[188][189] The university maintains a chapter of Mortar Board[image: External link].[190] In 1959, the Order of Omega[image: External link] was founded at UM, and it remained a one-campus honorary until 1964.[191] It is now a national honorary for fraternity and sorority members with a chapter continuing at UM.[192]
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Main article: Miami Hurricanes[image: External link]


See also: Miami Hurricanes baseball[image: External link], Miami Hurricanes football[image: External link], List of Miami Hurricanes in the NFL[image: External link], Miami Hurricanes men's basketball[image: External link], and 2011 University of Miami athletics scandal[image: External link]


The University of Miami's athletic teams are the Hurricanes[image: External link], commonly referred to as the "Canes". They compete as a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] level, competing primarily in the Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link] for all sports since the 2004–05 season.[193] The Hurricanes previously competed in the Big East Conference[image: External link] from 1991–92 to 2003–04. Men's teams compete in baseball[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], cross-country[image: External link], diving[image: External link], football[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], and track and field[image: External link]; while women's teams compete in basketball, cross-country, diving, golf, rowing[image: External link], soccer, swimming, tennis, track and field, and volleyball[image: External link].[19]

The University of Miami's mascot is Sebastian the Ibis[image: External link]. Its marching band[image: External link] is the Band of the Hour[image: External link]. The Miami Maniac[image: External link] is the mascot for baseball games.
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See also: Miami Hurricanes football[image: External link], List of Miami Hurricanes in the NFL[image: External link], and The U (film)[image: External link]


The football[image: External link] program has been named national champion five times over the past three decades ( 1983[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], and 2001[image: External link])[20] and has appeared in the AP Top 25[image: External link] frequently during this time. Alumni of the Miami Hurricanes football team include five members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] and two Heisman Trophy[image: External link] winners. Mark Richt[image: External link] was hired as the 24th head football coach[image: External link] on December 4, 2015.[194]

For 70 years, from 1937 through 2007, the Hurricanes played their home football games at the Miami Orange Bowl[image: External link]. Beginning with the 2008 season, the University of Miami began playing its home football games at Hard Rock Stadium[image: External link][195] in Miami Gardens[image: External link]. The university signed a 25-year contract to play there through 2033.[196]

On December 12, 2009, the global sports network ESPN aired a documentary on the UM football program, The U[image: External link], which drew 2.3 million viewers, the most ever for a documentary on the sports cable network.[197] As of the 2011 National Football League[image: External link] season, UM had the most players active in the NFL of any university in the nation, with 42.[198]
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 Baseball program




See also: Miami Hurricanes baseball[image: External link]


The UM baseball team, coached currently by Jim Morris[image: External link], has won four national championships ( 1982[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1999[image: External link] and 2001[image: External link]). Ryan Braun[image: External link] was named "National Freshman of the Year" by Baseball America[image: External link] while playing for the school in 2003, and won the Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link] Baseball Player of the Year award as a junior.[199][200][201] They play their home games at the on-campus baseball stadium, Alex Rodriguez Park at Mark Light Field[image: External link], named for New York Yankees[image: External link] third baseman[image: External link] Alex Rodriguez[image: External link], who contributed $3.9 million toward the stadium's 2007–2009 renovation.[202]
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See also: Miami Hurricanes men's basketball[image: External link]


A smaller facility, Cobb Stadium[image: External link], is located on the University of Miami campus and is used by the university's women's soccer and men's and women's track and field teams.[203] UM's men's and women's basketball teams play their home games at Watsco Center[image: External link] on the Coral Gables campus. Jim Larrañaga[image: External link] is the head coach of UM's men's basketball team[image: External link].[204] UM's men's basketball team has twice reached the NCAA Championship's "Sweet 16"[image: External link] (1999–2000 and 2012–2013). Katie Meier[image: External link] is the head coach of UM's women's basketball team.
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 Notable alumni




Main article: List of University of Miami alumni[image: External link]


Alumni of the University of Miami include a number of prominent people, including entertainers such as actors and musicians; athletes[image: External link] from Major League Baseball[image: External link], the National Football League[image: External link], the National Basketball Association[image: External link], and the Olympic Games[image: External link]; chief executive officers of various companies; public officials and scientists.
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Main article: List of University of Miami faculty[image: External link]


The University of Miami faculty includes (or has included), by way of example, physicists Paul Dirac[image: External link] and Carolyne M. Van Vliet[image: External link], Judge Marilyn Milian[image: External link], geologist Cesare Emiliani[image: External link], marine biologist Samuel H. Gruber[image: External link], economist Neil Wallace[image: External link], audio engineer Bill Porter[image: External link], artist and architect Bonnie Seeman[image: External link], architect Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk[image: External link], sociologist Lowell Juilliard Carr[image: External link], constitutional law expert John Hart Ely[image: External link], head of the Administrative Conference of the United States[image: External link], legal expert Paul R. Verkuil[image: External link], bassist Jaco Pastorius[image: External link], guitarist Pat Metheny[image: External link], artist Walter Darby Bannard[image: External link], and philosopher Colin McGinn[image: External link].
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