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         Two of these stories have literary sources.

         ‘All Gold Canyon’ is adapted from a story by Jack London.

         ‘The Gal Who Got Rattled’ is drawn from a story by Stewart Edward White.

      

   


   
      
         
            

                Screenplay

            

         

         
            Fade in a heavy leather-bound book resting on a knotty oaken table.

            A hand enters to open the book to its title page:

            The Ballad of Buster Scruggs

            And Other Tales of the American Frontier

            –With Color Plates –

            The title page is turned. The page now on the left is a table of contents, the page on the right a list of color illustrations.

            The page is turned again, to the title page of the first story:

            THE BALLAD OF BUSTER SCRUGGS

            This page is followed by a sheet of onionskin protecting a color illustration on slick paper. The overlay is turned to fully reveal the picture, done in the style of N. C. Wyeth:

            From a low angle a husky outlaw rises to his feet from his place at a saloon card table. His right hand hovers over his holstered six-gun, a toothpick is clenched in his yellowed teeth. Objects on the table have been disturbed by his sudden rise. Other players all look, in frozen dismay, where the wrathful outlaw looks – at the viewer, the artist’s perspective being that of the card-player being confronted by the outlaw.

            We travel down to a caption below the illustration:

            ‘You seen ’em, you play ’em,’ sneered the surly man.

            The picture-page turns to a page of text, which begins:

            None heard it, but the man’s voice carried through the crisp morning air just outside of Mexican Hat. His horse clip-clopped, it seemed, in time …

            Dissolve from the page to: 

            MONUMENT VALLEY

            A panoramic view of the valley’s great stone formations.

            We hear distant singing. We see a figure in the distance, dressed in white and riding a white horse.

            Close on the rider, Buster Scruggs. His white clothing and ten-gallon hat are blindingly clean. He has one leg drawn up to rest on the pommel and, resting on the leg, a guitar, which he strums as he sings, smiling.

            He finishes the song, hooks the guitar over the saddle horn, picks up the reins, and addresses the camera as he continues to ride:

            BUSTER

            A song never fails to divert m’mind during a long day’s ride out here in the West, where distances’re great and the scenery monotonous. Additionally, m’pleasing baritone seems t’inspirit good ol’ Dan here, keepin’ him in good heart through the day’s measure of hoofclops. Ain’t that right, Dan?

            A confirming Huntz Hall from the horse.

            Maybe y’all a heard a me: Buster Scruggs, known to some as the San Saba Songbird. I got other handles, nicknames, appellations and cognomens …

            He reaches into his necessary bag and draws from it a ‘Wanted’ poster with a picture of himself, his name printed beneath, and beneath his name the epithet ‘The Misanthrope’.

            … but this’n here I don’t consider t’be even halfways earned. I don’t hate m’fellow man even when he’s tiresome’n surly’n tries to cheat at poker. Why, I figure that’s just the human material …

            He crumples the handbill and tosses it over his shoulder.

            … and himmet finds in it cause for anger’n dismay is just a fool for expectin’ better. Ain’t that right, Dan?

            Another Huntz Hall.

            Well, folks, unless I grievously misremember, there’s a little cantina on the other side of yon rimrocks, and if I’m in luck it’ll be customers there amenable to drawin’ up in a circle round a deck a cards. Git up now! Haw!

            INTERIOR, CANTINA

            The door creaks open before him, and Buster Scruggs takes in the humble establishment: a rude small-windowed place with rough wood appointments and a planktop bar. The few hard-looking men drinking there have stopped to look up at the visitor.

            Buster Scruggs claps his hat against his clothes, raising a fine dust. He addresses the bartender:

            BUSTER

            Like me a splash a whiskey ter wash this traildust offen my gullet’n keep m’singin’ voice in fettle.

            The bartender slowly shakes his head.

            BARTENDER

            Dry county. Whiskey’s illegal.

            Buster looks around at the other customers.

            BUSTER

            What’re they drinkin’?

            BARTENDER

            Whiskey.

            A beat during which Buster tries to square this information with the preceding. The bartender explains:

            They’s outlaws.

            BUSTER

            Well, don’t let m’white duds’n pleasant demeanor fool ya, I too have been known to violate the statutes a man – and not a few a the laws a the Almighty!

            The hardest of the hard men seated nearby gives a derisive chuckle.

            HARD MAN

            Hew ain’t no outlaw.

             Buster turns to face him. The man now offers calculated provocation:

            And we don’t drink with tinhorns.







OEBPS/9780571353330_cover_epub.jpg





OEBPS/new_logo_online.png
it

FARBRER & FABRER





OEBPS/faber_branding_logo.png





