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Part One


All that came before me
knows me better than I know myself















Packing Two Gold Necklaces


When there is talk of warriors
rarely do they mention the keepers of secrets
or how whole cities have been moved
under the cloak of night
what tiresome work it is
to carry lineage


which is to hold
your great grandmother and great grandchild
in one hand
and a tasbeeh in the other
you say inshaAllah, God will free us
and prepare for the unknown


often, water


often, death


When there is talk of warriors
the bustle of kitchens is omitted,
but recipes are strategically altered
in new weather
on new lands
isn’t a sword just a knife
that has been repurposed?


Which proves you have made do
behind the curtains of sons
and into the long memories of your daughters
whose minds are a maze of language
that cannot translate your name


Nobody will speak of what you left behind
to carry us forward,
least of all yourself
instead:


Allahu aclam /


God knows best




OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml


 

Contents





		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		Part One



		Packing Two Gold Necklaces



		2010



		2003



		Failed DNA Test



		A Brief History



		Family Tree Full of Parentheses



		Hospital Bands as Signet Rings



		on the hands of the saved, there will be no stains



		When It Began



		Prototype









		Part Two



		the self help aisle is a scam



		Three Week Log



		An Exercise in Stopping Breath



		A Brief History II



		spatial awareness



		Sharp Objects Not Permitted



		An Oyster Card as Citizenship



		Snapshots of Nightmares



		93-94



		It’s not the Answer or the Question



		Malfunction at Turnham Green



		Mantra for Restless Nights, Restless Beginnings









		Part Three



		say it again so we don’t forget



		i didn’t plan to stay long



		Things We Held Up Against Each Other



		A Brief History III



		Six Days



		We Sounds Better Than You or Me



		Cravings



		In The End There Was Only This



		dreaming in parables



		Triage



		And in Health









		Acknowledgements



		About the Author











Guide





		Cover



		Title



		Start











OEBPS/images/f0003-01.png
e;éjj\.ta&
Sl A sl





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
where
the memory was

Hibag Osman






OEBPS/images/pub.png
= TWENTY

—
e 11207
Black Writers, British Voices

Whiktee

JACARANDA





