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Late eighteenth-century mezzotint of the two churches in the Cotswold village of Eastleach. The artist may have stood near the Donkey Hut, on land that looks over the Leach Valley of Eastleach.





The Donkey Hut is where John Keble stabled his horse, Don, before officiating on Sundays at St Andrew’s and St Michael & St Martin’s in the early nineteenth century.


The front cover image, painted by Josephine Trotter, was also painted from a similar situation, overlooking the two churches, the river Leach and Keble’s Bridge.
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FOREWORD


The Revd Canon Martin Poll


In 1987, after formation for the priesthood at Ripon College Cuddesdon, I was ordained to the diaconate to serve my title at John Keble Church, Mill Hill. The church had been started in 1933 on the anniversary of the day when the Oxford Movement was deemed to have been born. That day was when the Reverend John Keble had preached his sermon ‘National Apostasy’, recalling the Church of England to its historic and catholic roots; that the Church was not merely a human and national institution, but a constituent part of the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church in all its fullness.


The role that John Keble played in the reinvigoration of the life of the Church of England cannot be over-estimated, although I wonder if he had any idea of just how fundamental that sermon would be in doing so. Many ‘middle of the road’ churches which would certainly not naturally use the term ‘catholic’ to describe their churchmanship are just as much heirs to the Oxford Movement, which grew out of Keble’s initial vision for the Church, as churches that would consciously call themselves ‘Anglo-Catholic’, be it traditional or liberal. This is because at heart John Keble’s genius was his realisation that the roots to which he called the Church to return were about personal holiness and discipleship, grounded in the pastoral ministry of clergy and people within the life of the parochial system. In that sense he was a true radical. Later developments in both ritual and worship, introduced by clergy inspired by his vision and rightly believing that such developments would prove attractive and inspiring to many in the growing industrial cities who were largely ‘unchurched’, are truly his legacy, yet one that surely he would not have necessarily envisaged!


Allan Ledger, in this detailed overview of John and Tom Keble’s ancestry and the day to day details of their lives as parochial clergy, emphasises for the reader the essentially simple nature of their Christian vision: to recall individuals and the nation to a devout holiness, grounded in the everyday lives of ordinary folk, centred on a serious (yet not always solemn) following of the Christian way which was classically Anglican, rooted in reason, tradition and scripture.


This work will be of interest, I’m sure, to those who wish to understand a little more of what inspired John Keble (and his lesser-known brother Tom) in their desire to reinvigorate the public ministry of the Church of England at a particular ‘moment in time’. It will also prove to be a fascinating read for those who wish to understand more of the local history of a particular part of the Cotswolds and the role that certain families have played in the social fabric and day to day life of that area over many years.




The trivial round, the common task,


Would furnish all we ought to ask;


Room to deny ourselves; a road


To bring us, daily, nearer God





Martin Poll, Canon of Windsor, February 2017




PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


The chronicler William Cobbett, who lived at the time of John Keble, two hundred years ago, described the Cotswolds as ‘an ugly country’ – shallow soiled, treeless, unpleasingly bumpy and bad to farm. The poverty that dismayed Cobbett has, though, been a blessing for those who now live in the Cotswolds. At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution industry moved north and nothing much happened until William Morris described Bibury as ‘surely the most beautiful village in England’.


Rather than presenting a bald, empty landscape, today the Cotswolds embraces its visitors with its scarps and combes formed by glaciers in past millennia in the west and its gentler slopes and broad valleys in the east. The stone that shapes the landscape also provides a superb building material, limestone, with the many colours of lichen that overlay it, which turns golden in the late afternoon sun.


Bubbling out of the limestone come springs, which turn into playful rivers that hurry to join the stately Thames. Wild flowers such as orchids and Cotswold pennycress bloom in the meadows near Fairford, where John Keble was born and bred and where he lived for over half his life. Keble’s love for the Cotswold countryside was to inspire much of his poetry. In time his poems were presented as hymns for the Victorian Church of England congregations and Keble’s name stands in the very first rank of hymn writers. Early in the twentieth century more than a hundred of Keble’s hymns were still in common usage, including ‘Blest are the pure in heart’, often sung at funerals today.


We who are lucky enough to enjoy life in the Cotswolds should thank not just the Cotswold countryside but the lives of John and Tom Keble, who, as country vicars, cared for their impoverished parishes at a time when rural poverty blighted the lives of many Cotswold families. How fortunate we are today that prosperity has descended in the Cotswolds and we live in the second largest protected landscape in England, after the Lake District.


On a personal level my interest in the villages of Eastleach Martin, Eastleach Turville and Southrop is partly due to the maternal side of the Ledger family. In the twentieth century my mother’s father, the Revd Charles Squire, was vicar of Southrop and my uncle was vicar of Eastleach Martin and Eastleach Turville. Charles Squire’s youngest son, Stanley, born in 1893, was killed in action at Gallipoli on 9 August 1915. His name is recorded in the World War I roll of honour at St Peter’s, Southrop. It is said that John Keble wrote some of his early poems at Southrop, Eastleach Martin and Eastleach Turville. Keble’s poems were published in 1827 under the title of The Christian Year, a bestseller which made Keble not only wealthy – but a celebrity.


Keble’s father, the Revd John Keble, educated his sons at home before enrolling them as scholars at Corpus Christi College, Oxford. After university both John and Tom were ordained and served as young curates at Eastleach Martin, Eastleach Turville and Southrop. It is known that the brothers took the church services on alternate Sundays in those Cotswolds villages, riding over from Oxford or Fairford. It was at Southrop that John entertained some of his university friends and the first seeds of the Oxford Movement were sown. This was to alter certain traditions held by the Church of England, including the problem of non-residence by many of its clergy. Keble had to acknowledge this on a personal level, as his father was responsible for three churches, one of which lay over 25 miles away in Berkshire. Another problem concerning Keble was that of agricultural labourers and their impoverished families, a national problem at that time. Keble believed that education was the way forward in helping the local farm labourers from being deported or sent to the houses of correction. One of Keble’s first achievements was to establish a Sunday school in Eastleach. This was at the time when the Sunday school movement was in its infancy and education for all was extremely limited.


Keble believed deeply in the Christian values of life, as well as the spiritual values of the Church of England. He also believed in the values of family life and the Cotswold countryside, which he experienced as a boy at Fairford, in the house built by his grandfather in the late eighteenth century.


For us today it is of interest to know that Keble’s influence is still at work, following the appointment of our new Prime Minister in 2016. For Theresa May’s father, the Revd Hubert Brasier, his churchmanship was in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. Brasier had trained at the Community of the Resurrection, known as CR, in Mirfield, West Yorkshire, before the Second World War. CR was born of the Oxford Movement, the ‘Catholic revival’ in the nineteenth-century Church of England, and Keble was one of the movement’s leading figures with Edward Pusey and John Henry Newman. In 2014, on Desert Island Discs, Theresa May spoke of how her father had nurtured her faith as a child to the extent that she is still a practising member of the Anglican Church and a regular communicant.


Today John Keble is probably best remembered as the only person who was neither a saint nor a benefactor to have an Oxford college named after him. After his funeral at Hursley, Hampshire, where he had been vicar on leaving the Cotswolds, a group of friends met to discuss a memorial. The outcome was the founding of a new Oxford University college to bear his name. On St Mark’s Day (25 April) 1868, the anniversary of John Keble’s birth, the Archbishop of Canterbury laid the foundation stone of Keble College. It was the first new college to be founded at Oxford for two and a half centuries. At Oxford modern colleges are named after people who do things – Keble College has this special beauty, in that it was named in gratitude for someone, not for what he did but for what he was; simply for the personality, not for the achievement.


My history tutor at teachers’ college suggested that a local village study would be acceptable as part of the degree course. She also suggested that it would be worthwhile publishing the thesis under the title Eastleach Martin and Eastleach Turville, and that further research on the life of John Keble at Eastleach Martin, Eastleach Turville and Southrop would be of interest. This latter research was done at Pusey House, Oxford, and the resulting paper was published by the Cirencester Archaeological and Historical Society in their annual report and newsletter for 1979 under the title of John Keble at Southrop.


Many years later, having retired from being deputy head of a school in Cheltenham, I became a guide at Blenheim Palace, near Oxford. It was then that I was contacted by Nicholas Allen concerning his commissioned project for an up-to-date history of Eastleach. This had been suggested to Nicholas by Clive Reynard, who lives at Eastleach. Clive also suggested that Nicholas might like to use my Eastleach publication as a starting point, and Nicholas wrote to enquire whether I would like to join forces with them. I informed Nicholas that he was most welcome to include any part of the Eastleach publication, but that research at Merton College, Oxford, concerning an eighteenth-century scandal at Blenheim Palace, was keeping me fully occupied. This research was published in 2014 under the title A Spencer Love Affair, with a foreword by the late Duke of Marlborough.


Every other year in the church at Eastleach Martin a service of thanksgiving for the life of John Keble is sung by Keble College Choir. While I was attending the service in 2015 the idea arose that further research into Keble’s Cotswold curacies of Eastleach and Southrop might be of interest. This idea was intensified after reading records at the Tolsey Museum, Burford, relating to the Keble families, who had been associated with the Cotswolds from the time of Henry VIII. As a volunteer at the museum, I was invited with my wife to attend a party, in 2015, celebrating the Tolsey’s purchase of the seventeenth-century Keble Mortar (see Appendix J).


My first port of call was the vicarage of Southrop where John Keble had lived in the 1820s. My wife and I were kindly shown round this house, now known as The Lodge, by the previous owner, Paul Campbell. It is now in the ownership of Southrop Estates Ltd and is due to open as a boutique hotel in 2017. In the garden is perhaps the earliest surviving cedar of Lebanon in England, planted during the reign of George III. Village tradition has it that Keble composed some of his early poems under this tree. It was also under this cedar that my mother, Cecily Squire, received her early education from her father, the Revd Charles Squire.


My second port of call was Fairford to see the wonderful medieval glass windows of St Mary’s Church. By chance I met Jeff Hawkes, chairman of the Fairford History Society, who informed me that the society held memorabilia and records relating to the Keble family, and advised me to contact Alison Hobson, who was a member of a group of Gloucestershire Archives volunteers from everywhere that helped catalogue Mullings solicitors’ documents deposited in the archives. This cataloguing had been most efficiently carried out, the end result being the documentation of more than a hundred bundles which primarily concerned the financial affairs and executorships of wills relating to the Keble family of Fairford. One of these documents related to a sale of land in Fairford, by auction at the Bull Hotel, in June 1844, by the Revd John Keble of Hursley, Hampshire. This land had long been in the possession of the Keble family and was sold to a benefit club, who proceeded to cut down the fine old beech trees growing there and to quarry the stone for a wall.


I am immensely grateful to Alison Hobson, my contact at Fairford History Society. Alison also suggested that I contact the present owners of Keble House, Fairford, where John Keble was born. This resulted in a warm welcome by the Meaden family, who showed us round and kindly permitted photographing a mezzotint of John Keble, engraved by Samuel Cousins in 1845. It has hung there for over 150 years and, as village tradition has it, must never be allowed to leave the house. Originally, Keble House was named Court Close and was built by Keble’s grandfather in the early 1770s on land acquired after Fairford’s enclosure of 1769. This land was owned by the Keble family right up to the end of the twentieth century. Keble’s father was born in Fairford and lived there all of his life, during which time he was the vicar of St John the Baptist’s Church, at Coln St Aldwyn, for fifty-two years. After his father’s death Keble took over the living at Coln St Aldwyn. Coln Church has some fine Victorian stained-glass windows in memory of John Keble and his father.


Stopping at the village shop in Coln St Aldwyn for a cup of tea, my wife and I discovered an interesting book for sale on the history of the village by Ana Bianchi Evans. It included information on the whereabouts of a small four-roomed cottage where Keble had lived with his sister Elizabeth, after their father’s death. This cottage-cum-vicarage had been incorporated into Coln’s new Victorian vicarage, built after Keble had left the Cotswolds for Hursley. The vicarage is now the home of the Revd John Partington, who kindly organised permission to include the Keble memorial window illustrations on behalf and courtesy of the church. John is responsible for five churches in the deanery of Fairford, known as CHEQS – Coln, Hatherop, Eastleach, Quenington and Southrop.


I next visited Gloucestershire Archives, to whom I am indebted for their kind and generous permission to include records held in their archives, Gloucester Diocesan Records and the John Keble Archive at Fairford. To complete my Cotswold researches on John Keble, I went to Oxford University’s Pusey House, Corpus Christi College and Keble College, whose archivists were all equally helpful and kindly gave permission for publication of certain Keble records held in their archives.


My final destination was Hursley, to which Keble moved following his appointment as vicar of All Saints’ Church, and after his marriage to Charlotte Clarke. John and Charlotte lived at Hursley Vicarage till their deaths in the 1860s. On sale at Hursley Post Office was the late S. C. Rawdon’s All Saints’ Church, Hursley: A History and Guide, which was most informative about Keble’s life in the village.


The final pieces of research, prior to publication, were found online and in an antiquarian bookshop, not far from where we live in the Cotswolds. On the web there was an extensive article on the Revd Thomas Keble, by the late Revd Brian Torode. I am most grateful that permission was given by Richard Barton to include parts of this article in the Epilogue. In the antiquarian bookshop I was fortunate in discovering a copy of The Birth-Place, Home, Churches and Other Places Connected with the Author of ‘The Christian Year’ by J. F. Moor, published in 1867, with its numerous black-and-white illustrations, some of which have been included in A Moment in Time. I also found a book titled John Keble’s Parishes: A History of Hursley and Otterbourne, by Charlotte M. Yonge, published by Macmillan in 1898.


In 2016 a Jamie Braybrooke, from Suffolk, visited Burford’s church and signed its visitors’ book. Jamie, it turns out, is the great-great-greatgrandson of the Hon. Francis Knollys, who was rector of the parish of Eastleach Martin, where John Keble had his first curacy. My thanks go to Andy Webb for this information and to Ray Moody for allowing me to include the information concerning the Knollys family of Burford. The photograph of the Knollys epitaph is reproduced with kind permission of St John the Baptist’s Church, Burford.


I fully appreciate there may be omissions of thanks in this study of the Keble family and their Cotswold connections. However, I extend my warmest thanks to all of those who have guided my footsteps both in the Cotswolds and elsewhere. As half of John Keble’s life was lived in the Cotswolds, I trust that A Moment in Time will give you, the reader, some of the pleasures of living in the Cotswolds.


I am most grateful to the Revd Canon Martin Poll for consenting to write the foreword.


Allan P. Ledger


The Cotswolds, April 2017
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CHAPTER I


THE GATEWAY TO THE COTSWOLDS
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The ancestry of the Cotswold Keble family stems from Suffolk in the fifteenth century. One of the earliest was John Keble of Stowmarket. He was succeeded by John Keble of Earl Stonham and in the sixteenth century John Keble of Mendlesham. The family of Keble (also spelt Keeble and Kebell) seems to have had connections with the county of Gloucester for many years. One of them was Sir Henry Keble (Keeble), Lord Mayor of London in 1510, during the reign of Henry VIII. Sir Henry was a grocer and traded in bulk items, not items from a shop; he is remembered as a benefactor of St Mary Aldermanbury in the City of London. After his death in 1517, an epitaph was placed in his memory at Aldermanbury which stated:




Sir Henry Keeble, Knight, Lord Maior


Of London here he sate


Of grocer’s worthy company


The chiefest in his state.





The church of which Sir Henry was a benefactor is first mentioned in records of 1181. It was destroyed in the Great Fire of London and was rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren. In the Second World War it was blitzed by the Germans. After the war a memorial plaque to Sir Winston Churchill and a bust of William Shakespeare were dedicated and placed in the gardens. The stones of the church were transported to America and were rebuilt at Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri, as a reminder of where Churchill made one of his most famous speeches.


Of the Kebles who took up holy orders, the earliest was an incumbent of St Aldate’s in the city of Gloucester. In 1570 Keble family members bought land and two properties at Southrop in Gloucestershire, near Fairford. This branch of the Keble family are not included in Burke’s Landed Gentry. By 1610 the copyhold of the Southrop property was retained by Edmund Keble. When he died in 1612 he was succeeded by his infant son Thomas, who was made a ward of the Southrop estate. The freehold of the estate remained in Keble possession until a Thomas Keble of Browns Hill, Chalford, Gloucestershire, sold it in 1718. Included in the Southrop estate was Vicarage House, which had been acquired in 1664 by Edmund’s son Thomas. He settled it to his daughter Elizabeth, who married Richard Eyloe of Shrivenham in Wiltshire.1


Close to Southrop lie the Cotswold villages of Eastleach Martin and Eastleach Turville. In 1560, during the reign of Elizabeth I, part of the manor of Eastleach Turville was granted to John Doddington and John Jackson, who sold it to a Richard Kebell. Richard was the eldest son of Thomas Kebell of Eastleach. He was also the executor of his father’s will, dated 14 November 1559. The land and property involved was known as Eastleach Turville Farm, and in all probability this is the farm known today as Oxleaze Farm. In 1598 the farm was conveyed to Richard Kebell’s son, also named Richard, who died in 1636. The farm then became the dower rights of Richard’s wife, Elizabeth, and she passed it to her son, another Richard (1607–80), who was Oliver Cromwell’s uncle. This Richard Keble of Eastleach Turville was a parliamentary judge of great eminence and fought on the Commonwealth side in the English Civil War. Today Oxleaze Farm is farmed by Charles Mann, who has traced his family back to 1753 and to Ann Cromwell, the great-granddaughter of Oliver Cromwell.

OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml


 

Contents





		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		Foreword by the Revd Canon Martin Poll



		Preface and acknowledgements



		Chapter I -The Gateway to the Cotswolds



		Chapter II - Fairford’s Most Famous Son



		Chapter III - ‘First man in Oxford’



		Chapter IV - ‘My Dear Delightful Profession’



		Epilogue: The revd Thomas Keble, Younger brother of John Keble



		List of Appendices



		sources



		Notes



		Bibliography



		List of Illustrations











Guide





		Cover



		Title



		Start











OEBPS/images/f0003-01.png





OEBPS/images/f0021-01.png
BURFORD BRIDGE.





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
A MOMENT IN TIME

C=o

JOHN AND THOMAS KEBLE
AND THEIR COTSWOLD LIFE

ALLAN P. LEDGER





OEBPS/images/tit.png





