


[image: cover.jpg]





You have no normal country


to return to





Also by Tom Sastry:



A Man’s House Catches Fire


(Nine Arches Press, 2019)





[image: img1.jpg]





You have no normal country to return to


Tom Sastry


ISBN: 9781913437343


eISBN: 9781913437350


Copyright © Tom Sastry, 2022


Cover artwork: ’The Eve of the Deluge’ (1840), by John Martin, reproduced by permission of the Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2022.


All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form or by any means, graphic, electronic, recorded or mechanical, without the prior written permission of the publisher.


Tom Sastry has asserted his right under Section 77 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work.


First published April 2022 by:


Nine Arches Press


Unit 14, Sir Frank Whittle Business Centre,


Great Central Way, Rugby.


CV21 3XH


United Kingdom


www.ninearchespress.com


Printed in the United Kingdom by:


Imprint Digital


Nine Arches Press is supported using public funding by Arts Council England.


[image: img2.jpg]




for Carly, Rowan, Mum and Dad




The crisis consists precisely in the fact that


the old is dying and the new cannot be born;


in this interregnum a great variety of morbid


symptoms appear


– Antonio Gramsci


My mother gave birth to twins: myself and fear


– Thomas Hobbes


What will sustain us through the Winter?


Where did last year’s lessons go?


Walk me out into the rain and snow


I dream a highway back to you


– Gillian Welch





A short history of The End of History



i. Be your own witness


The winner of the last news cycle declares eternal victory. All remaining difficulties are local. Your life proceeds in lonely chaos, part of no story bigger than itself. You feel nostalgic for horrors you have never known. On your worst day, you are no-one’s cause.


ii. Enchantments collapsing on themselves


Lacking the resources to create their own facts, even dissidents become storytellers. They imagine your life in different ways, find their own moral, throw your truth away. You become a selfish island, the Emperor of your thoughts.


iii. You have no normal country to return to


In their twilight, all British Emperors claim the right to live blamelessly. History must be contained. The first line of defence is 1940. Volunteers patrol the beaches so unauthorised memories cannot land. The second line of defence is the Apocalypse.





Be your own witness






Queen Victoria demands to be made Empress of India



The fingers of the Men of Reason


scratch at their tufts as they speak. When it is decent


I halt them. They retreat in small steps


like careful elephants, and send for younger men


who pour youth and better smiles into the same advice.


Show yourself! they say. If not an Empress


which curiosity would I be? The Most Reclusive Widow?


They have been warned. Their faces bounce back


but fear makes them stupid. For their sake


I am stupid too – until I say they should leave


so at least one wish can be satisfied. My agitation


troubles them. They suggest medicine and windows.


It would help if I could ride somewhere impossible:
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