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Wright's Historical Guide to the City of Dublin, 1825, is an illuminating exploration of Dublin's rich tapestry of history, culture, and architecture during the early 19th century. Wright intricately weaves together a narrative that captures the evolution of the city through detailed accounts of its landmarks, social customs, and notable figures. His use of evocative prose and meticulous research situates the reader within a vibrant context, revealing both the grandeur and the challenges of Dublin's past during a transformative period marked by national identity and urban development. The author, John Wright, was a keen observer of his time, and his background as a historian and antiquarian undoubtedly influenced the creation of this work. Living in an era when Dublin was on the cusp of both modernization and cultural revival, Wright's insights are informed by a profound understanding of the socio-political landscape, as well as a passion for preserving the narratives of the past. His commitment to historical accuracy and narrative depth resonates throughout this guide. Wright's Historical Guide is an essential read for history enthusiasts, scholars, and anyone intrigued by the complexities of Dublin's heritage. Its engaging style and thorough research make it not only a valuable reference but also an enjoyable journey through one of Europe's most storied cities.
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In "The Holy Roman Empire," Viscount James Bryce offers an exhaustive historical analysis of one of Europe's most complex political entities. The book blends meticulous research with a narrative style characterized by clarity and depth, making it accessible yet intellectually rigorous. Bryce dissects the Empire's evolution from its inception in the early medieval period until its dissolution in the early 19th century, weaving together themes of governance, culture, and the interplay of power. His examination also reflects on the broader implications of the Empire's legacy in shaping modern Europe, situating the work firmly within the context of historical scholarship at the turn of the 20th century. Viscount James Bryce, a distinguished British historian and politician, possessed a profound understanding of European politics, which undoubtedly informed his writing. His extensive travels across Europe, coupled with his positions as an ambassador and educator, provided him with unique insights into the ongoing narrative of European history. His scholarly credentials, particularly in the context of political science, offer credibility to his interpretations and conclusions about the Holy Roman Empire and its historical significance. This seminal work is highly recommended for anyone interested in European history or political evolution. Bryce's intricate analysis will appeal to scholars, students, and general readers alike, providing a nuanced understanding of a historical entity that continues to resonate in contemporary discussions of governance and identity in Europe.
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In "Phases of Irish History," Eoin Mac Neill offers a meticulous exploration of Ireland's historical trajectory from ancient times through the medieval and modern periods. Mac Neill's literary style is marked by a blend of scholarly rigor and eloquent prose, making the complex narrative of Irish history both accessible and engaging. He employs a chronological framework that highlights the dynamic interplay between societal, political, and cultural changes, while also drawing attention to key events and figures that shaped the nation. His work stands as a significant contribution to the historiography of Ireland, offering insights that challenge prevailing narratives and encourage critical engagement with the past. Eoin Mac Neill, a prominent Irish nationalist and historian, was profoundly influenced by his commitment to the cultural revival of Ireland. His involvement in the Gaelic League and his participation in the struggle for Irish independence imbued his scholarship with a passionate perspective on the intersection of history and national identity. Mac Neill's background as an academic, along with his firsthand experiences in the political arena, informed his nuanced understanding of Ireland's past and its implications for contemporary society. This book is a vital read for anyone interested in Irish history, offering a comprehensive overview that is both informative and thought-provoking. Scholars, students, and general readers alike will find Mac Neill's insights invaluable as they seek to understand the complexities of Ireland's historical landscape. "Phases of Irish History" not only illuminates the past but also invites reflection on its enduring impact in the present. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "An Illustrated History of Ireland from AD 400 to 1800," Mary Francis Cusack offers a comprehensive narrative that skillfully intertwines meticulous historical detail with vibrant illustrations, making the complex tapestry of Irish history accessible to a broad readership. The book encompasses significant events, cultural shifts, and the evolution of Irish identity through a panoramic lens, presenting key figures and pivotal moments in the context of political, social, and religious upheaval. Cusack's writing is notable for its clarity and engaging style, aiming to illuminate the intricacies of a period often overshadowed by conflict and colonialism in a manner both scholarly and compelling. Mary Francis Cusack (1825-1900) was a prominent Irish journalist, educator, and historian whose deep engagement with Irish cultural and political matters informed her historical scholarship. Her background in education and her advocacy for Irish nationalism reflect her commitment to elucidating the narratives of her homeland during a tumultuous era. Cusack's perspective was shaped by her experiences as a woman in 19th-century Ireland and her desire to interpret and preserve Irish history for future generations. This work is highly recommended for both scholars and general readers interested in a thorough exploration of Ireland's past. Cusack's balanced presentation of events, coupled with her rich illustrations, offers an engaging narrative that reveals the enduring spirit of Ireland. Readers will find in this book not only a historical account, but also a celebration of Irish culture and resilience. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The History of Witchcraft in Europe," readers discover a captivating exploration of magic, myth, and the supernatural as represented in European lore. Spanning a rich tapestry of historical periods and literary styles, this anthology delves into the nuanced portrayals of witchcraft, weaving together narrative accounts, historical analyses, and folklore. With highlights that transcend mere fictional representation to offer an insightful glimpse into societal fears and fascinations, the compilation serves as both a literary and cultural artifact reflecting Europe's complex relationship with witchcraft myths. This collection assembles the works of renowned writers such as Bram Stoker and William Godwin, alongside scholars like Jules Michelet and Margaret Murray, whose collective endeavors capture the multifaceted nature of witchcraft's role in cultural history. Each contributor brings a distinct perspective, whether drawn from the Gothic imagination, Romantic literary styling, or rigorous historical scholarship, knitting together a pastiche of voices that illuminate the broader mystical landscape within various European contexts. Their work engages with the historical and cultural currents that have shaped witchcraft's enduring lore. For readers, this volume presents an unparalleled chance to navigate the intricate web of witchcraft narratives across time and geography. It invites a deep reflection on how these stories continue to inform contemporary understanding of fear, power, and magic. "The History of Witchcraft in Europe" not only serves as an educational resource but also as a dynamic dialogue between diverse authors, offering a myriad of insights into the fascinating underworld of European folklore and beyond.
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Some Remarks on Witchcraft in Ireland



It is said, though we cannot vouch for the accuracy of the statement, that in a certain book on the natural history of Ireland there occurs a remarkable and oft-quoted chapter on Snakes—the said chapter consisting of the words, “There are no snakes in Ireland.” In the opinion of most people at the present day a book on Witchcraft in Ireland would be of equal length and similarly worded, except for the inclusion of the Kyteler case[1] in the town of Kilkenny in the first half of the fourteenth century. For, with the exception of that classic incident, modern writers seem to hold that the witch-cult never found a home in Ireland as it did elsewhere. For example, the article on “Witchcraft” in the latest edition of the Encyclopædia Britannica mentions England and Scotland, then passes on to the Continent, and altogether ignores this country; and this is, in general, the attitude adopted by writers on the subject. In view of this it seems very strange that no one has attempted to show why the Green Isle was so especially favoured above the rest of the civilised world, or how it was that it alone escaped the contracting of a disease that not for years but for centuries had infected Europe to the core. As it happens they may spare themselves the labour of seeking for an explanation of Ireland’s exemption, for we hope to show that the belief in witchcraft reached the country, and took a fairly firm hold there, though by no means to the extent that it did in Scotland and England. The subject has never been treated of fully before, though isolated notices may be found here and there; this book, however imperfect it may be, can fairly claim to be the first attempt to collect the scattered stories and records of witchcraft in Ireland from many out-of-the-way sources, and to present them when collected in a concise and palatable form. Although the volume may furnish little or nothing new to the history or psychology of witchcraft in general, yet it may also claim to be an unwritten chapter in Irish history, and to show that in this respect a considerable portion of our country fell into line with the rest of Europe.

At the outset the plan and scope of this book must be made clear[1q]. It will be noticed that the belief in fairies and suchlike beings is hardly touched upon at all, except in those instances where fairy lore and witchcraft become inextricably blended.

The reason for this method of treatment is not hard to find. From the Anglo-Norman invasion down the country has been divided into two opposing elements, the Celtic and the English[2q]. It is true that on many occasions these coalesced in peace and war, in religion and politics, but as a rule they were distinct, and this became even more marked after the spread of the Reformation. It was therefore in the Anglo-Norman (and subsequently in the Protestant) portion of the country that we find the development of witchcraft along similar lines to those in England or the Continent, and it is with this that we are dealing in this book; the Celtic element had its own superstitious beliefs, but these never developed in this direction. In England and Scotland during the mediæval and later periods of its existence witchcraft was an offence against the laws of God and man; in Celtic Ireland dealings with the unseen were not regarded with such abhorrence, and indeed had the sanction of custom and antiquity. In England after the Reformation we seldom find members of the Roman Catholic Church taking any prominent part in witch cases, and this is equally true of Ireland from the same date. Witchcraft seems to have been confined to the Protestant party, as far as we can judge from the material at our disposal, while it is probable that the existence of the penal laws (active or quiescent) would deter the Roman Catholics from coming into any prominence in a matter which would be likely to attract public attention to itself in such a marked degree. A certain amount of capital has been made by some partisan writers out of this, but to imagine that the ordinary Roman Catholic of, let us say, the seventeenth century, was one whit less credulous or superstitious than Protestant peers, bishops, or judges, would indeed be to form a conception directly at variance with experience and common sense. Both parties had their beliefs, but they followed different channels, and affected public life in different ways.

Another point with reference to the plan of this work as indicated by the title needs a few words of explanation. It will be seen by the reader that the volume does not deal solely with the question of witchcraft, though that we have endeavoured to bring into prominence as much as possible, but that tales of the supernatural, of the appearance of ghosts, and of the Devil, are also included, especially in chapters IV and VI. If we have erred in inserting these, we have at least erred in the respectable company of Sir Walter Scott, C. K. Sharpe, and other writers of note. We have included them, partly because they afford interesting reading, and are culled from sources with which the average reader is unacquainted, but principally because they reflect as in a mirror the temper of the age, and show the degree to which every class of Society was permeated with the belief in the grosser forms of the supernatural, and the blind readiness with which it accepted what would at the present day be tossed aside as unworthy of even a cursory examination. This is forcibly brought out in the instance of a lawsuit being undertaken at the instigation of a ghost—a quaint item of legal lore. The judge who adjudicated, or the jury and lawyers who took their respective parts in such a case, would with equal readiness have tried and found guilty a person on the charge of witchcraft; and probably did so far oftener than we are aware of.

The question will naturally be asked by the reader—what reason can be offered for Ireland’s comparative freedom from the scourge, when the whole of Europe was so sorely lashed for centuries? It is difficult fully to account for it, but the consideration of the following points affords a partial explanation.

In the first place Ireland’s aloofness may be alleged as a reason. The “Emerald Gem of the Western World” lies far away on the verge of Ocean, remote from those influences which so profoundly affected popular thought in other countries. It is a truism to say that it has been separated from England and the Continent by more than geographical features, or that in many respects, in its ecclesiastical organisation, its literature, and so on, it has developed along semi-independent lines. And so, on account of this remoteness, it would seem to have been prevented from acquiring and assimilating the varying and complex features which went to make up the witchcraft conception. Or, to put it in other words, mediæval witchcraft was a byproduct of the civilisation of the Roman Empire. Ireland’s civilisation developed along other and more barbaric lines, and so had no opportunity of assimilating the particular phases of that belief which obtained elsewhere in Europe.

Consequently, when the Anglo-Normans came over, they found that the native Celts had no predisposition towards accepting the view of the witch as an emissary of Satan and an enemy of the Church, though they fully believed in supernatural influences of both good and evil, and credited their Bards and Druids with the possession of powers beyond the ordinary. Had this country never suffered a cross-channel invasion, had she been left to work out her destiny unaided and uninfluenced by her neighbours, it is quite conceivable that at some period in her history she would have imbibed the witchcraft spirit, and, with the genius characteristic of her, would have blended it with her own older beliefs, and so would have ultimately evolved a form of that creed which would have differed in many points from what was held elsewhere. As it happens, the English and their successors had the monopoly, and retained it in their own hands; thus the Anglo-Norman invaders may be given the credit of having been the principal means of preventing the growth and spread of witchcraft in Celtic Ireland.

Another point arises in connection with the advance of the Reformation in Ireland. Unfortunately the persecution of witches did not cease in the countries where that movement made headway—far from it; on the contrary it was kept up with unabated vigour. Infallibility was transferred from the Church to the Bible; the Roman Catholic persecuted the witch because Supreme Pontiffs had stigmatised her as a heretic and an associate of Satan, while the Protestant acted similarly because Holy Writ contained the grim command “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” Thus persecution flourished equally in Protestant and Roman Catholic kingdoms. But in Ireland the conditions were different. We find there a Roman Catholic majority, not racially predisposed towards such a belief, debarred by their religious and political opinions from taking their full share in public affairs, and opposed in every way to the Protestant minority. The consequent turmoil and clash of war gave no opportunity for the witchcraft idea to come to maturity and cast its seeds broadcast; it was trampled into the earth by the feet of the combatants, and, though the minority believed firmly in witchcraft and kindred subjects, it had not sufficient strength to make the belief general throughout the country.

A third reason that may be brought forward to account for the comparative immunity of Ireland was the total absence of literature on the subject. The diffusion of books and pamphlets throughout a country or district is one of the recognised ways of propagating any particular creed; the friends and opponents of Christianity have equally recognised the truth of this, and have always utilised it to the fullest extent. Now in England from the sixteenth century we find an enormous literary output relative to witchcraft, the majority of the works being in support of that belief. Many of these were small pamphlets, which served as the “yellow press” of the day; they were well calculated to arouse the superstitious feelings of their readers, as they were written from a sensational standpoint—indeed it seems very probable that the compilers, in their desire to produce a startling catch-penny which would be sure to have a wide circulation, occasionally drew upon their imaginations for their facts. The evil that was wrought by such amongst an ignorant and superstitious people can well be imagined; unbelievers would be converted, while the credulous would be rendered more secure in their credulity.

At a later date, when men had become practical enough to question the reality of such things, a literary war took place, and in this “battle of the books” we find such well-known names as Richard Baxter, John Locke, Meric Casaubon, Joseph Glanvil, and Francis Hutchinson, ranged on one side or the other. Thus the ordinary Englishman would have no reasonable grounds for being ignorant of the power of witches, or of the various opinions held relative to them. In Ireland, on the other hand (with the solitary exception of a pamphlet of 1699, which may or may not have been locally printed), there is not the slightest trace of any witchcraft literature being published in the country until we reach the opening years of the nineteenth century. All our information therefore with respect to Ireland comes from incidental notices in books and from sources across the water. We might with reason expect that the important trial of Florence Newton[2] at Youghal in 1661, concerning the historical reality of which there can be no possible doubt, would be immortalised by Irish writers and publishers, but as a matter of fact it is only preserved for us in two London printed books. There is no confusion between cause and effect; books on witchcraft would, naturally, be the result of witch-trials, but in their turn they would be the means of spreading the idea and of introducing it to the notice of people who otherwise might never have shown the least interest in the matter. Thus the absence of this form of literature in Ireland seriously hindered the advance of the belief in (and consequent practice of) witchcraft.

When did witchcraft make its appearance in Ireland, and what was its progress therein? It seems probable that this belief, together with certain aspects of fairy lore hitherto unknown to the Irish, and ideas relative to milk and butter magic, may in the main be counted as results of the Anglo-Norman invasion, though it is possible that an earlier instalment of these came in with the Scandinavians. With our present knowledge we cannot trace its active existence in Ireland further back than the Kyteler case of 1324; and this, though it was almost certainly the first occasion on which the evil made itself apparent to the general public, yet seems to have been only the culmination of events that had been quietly and unobtrusively happening for some little time previously. The language used by the Parliament with reference to the case of 1447 would lead us to infer that nothing remarkable or worthy of note in the way of witchcraft or sorcery had occurred in the country during the intervening century and a quarter. For another hundred years nothing is recorded, while the second half of the sixteenth century furnishes us with two cases and a suggestion of several others.

It is stated by some writers (on the authority, we believe, of an early editor of Hudibras) that during the rule of the Commonwealth Parliament thirty thousand witches were put to death in England. Others, possessing a little common sense, place the number at three thousand, but even this is far too high. Yet it seems to be beyond all doubt that more witches were sent to the gallows at that particular period than at any other in English history. Ireland seems to have escaped scot-free—at least we have not been able to find any instances recorded of witch trials at that time. Probably the terribly disturbed state of the country, the tremendous upheaval of the Cromwellian confiscations, and the various difficulties and dangers experienced by the new settlers would largely account for this immunity.

Dr. Notestein1 shows that the tales of apparitions and devils, of knockings and strange noises, with which English popular literature of the period is filled, are indications of a very overwrought public mind; of similar stories in Ireland, also indicative of a similar state of tension, some examples are given in chapter IV. Though the first half of the seventeenth century is so barren with respect to witchcraft, yet it should be noticed that during that period we come across frequent notices of ghosts, apparitions, devils, &c., which forces us to the conclusion that the increase of the belief in such subjects at that time was almost entirely due to the advent of the Cromwellian settlers and the Scotch colonists in Ulster; indeed the beliefs of the latter made the Northern Province a miniature Scotland in this respect. We cannot blame them for this; could anything else be expected from men who, clergy and laity alike, were saturated with the superstitions that were then so prominent in the two countries from which their ranks had been recruited?

Thus the seventeenth century was the period par excellence of witchcraft, demonology, and the supernatural in Ireland. The most remarkable witch case of that time, the trial of Florence Newton in 1661, to which allusion has already been made, seems to have been largely influenced by what occurred in England, while the various methods suggested or employed as a test of that old woman’s culpability are quite in accordance with the procedure adopted a few years previously by the English witch-finder general, the infamous Matthew Hopkins. After 1711 the period of decadence is reached, while between that date and 1808 nothing has been found, though it may be safely inferred that that blank was filled by incidents similar to the case of Mary Butters and others, as described in the final chapter; and possibly too, as in England, by savage outbursts on the part of the ignorant and credulous multitude.
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