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Stan Anderson leads out Newcastle United for his first match, at home to Cardiff City on 9 November 1963.




FOREWORD
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Manager Joe Harvey, director Lord Westwood and captain Stan Anderson with the second division trophy, 29 May 1965.


England international Stan Anderson is the only man to captain, Newcastle United, Sunderland and Middlesbrough. A cultured player brought to Tyneside by Joe Harvey, Stan missed just one game as he led Newcastle to promotion a year before England became World Champions. Now living in Doncaster, in his eighties and still a regular golfer, United’s promotion has brought a big smile to Stan who after managing and coaching at home and abroad worked as a scout for Newcastle in the late eighties and early nineties.


I’m as delighted as anyone to see Newcastle United make an immediate return to the Premier League. Under the guidance of Rafa Benitez, Newcastle have made that achievement look straight forward, but that is not the case.


When a club of Newcastle’s stature appear in the Championship everyone wants to raise their game against them which makes it difficult to get the results needed over a long season. However after a difficult beginning Newcastle have always looked destined for an immediate return and hopefully better days ahead.


Four years after I captained Newcastle to promotion in 1965 the club won a European trophy. With Benitez’s experience Newcastle now need to back him and take the club on to the kind of success that seemed possible during the Keegan years. Success in the north-east has been far too thin on the ground in my life-time and so it is heartening to see Newcastle back where they belong and I hope that in the years to come more silverware will arrive at St. James’ Park as a reward to the supporters who have stuck with them so well and for so long.


STAN ANDERSON


Captain of Newcastle’s 1964/65 promotion winners
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INTRODUCTION


No-one wanted to be in the Championship but once you’re there you have to get out of it as quickly as possible. Had Rafa Benitez not decided to stay at St. James,’ Newcastle United may well be contemplating another season in the second tier rather than an instant return to the top flight.


Next time round in the Premier League, under the guidance of Benitez there is every reason to hope that United will once again soon be able to count their place in the table from the top of it rather than from the bottom. Benitez isn’t at Newcastle to be an also-ran. The man is a winner and winning became a regular feeling under Rafa as he took the Toon Up.


Only twice was a win a solitary one. Victories over Forest to close 2016 and Villa in February stood alone, surrounded by defeats at the turn of the year and draws in February. Otherwise when wins came, they came in packs under Benitez. Excluding cup ties, runs of five, eight, three, two, two, two and three meant that Newcastle succeeded in stringing results together, the runs in the first half of the season paving the way back to the Premier League.


On the road United reigned supreme, setting a club record 14 away wins, winning four more points than any other club (Fulham) and conceding six fewer goals than the second best defence (Sheffield Wednesday). There were even more wins at home, 15 of them, with exactly a goal per game conceded at St. James’ while home fans witnessed fractionally fewer than two goals for per match


Newcastle’s consistency saw them take just two points fewer away than at home. In comparison runners’ up Brighton relied more on home form, where they collected 15 more points than they managed on their travels.


Rafa called on 30 players to appear in the Championship, Paul Dummett missing just one game, while Jamaal Lascelles and the dynamic duo of Jonjo Shelvey and Matt Ritchie also topped 40 games.


In total 100 goals were scored in league and cup, Dwight Gayle top scoring in the league with 23 with Ritchie also in double figures with a dozen in the championship.


It was a season to remember as more than a million spectators came through the St. James’ turnstiles to grab a piece of the action and see The Toon prove they were simply the best in the league.


Leagues are won with routine bread and butter wins. Narrow victories against the likes of Wigan and Burton don’t earn any fewer points than bigger or more dramatic score-lines and there were plenty of the latter.


Newcastle made the rest of the country sit up and take notice when a stunning 6-0 away win at Queens Park Rangers lifted them into an automatic promotion place for the first time on the back of a fifth successive league triumph.


Shortly afterwards there was even more excitement as a sensational fight-back from a 1-3 deficit at home to Norwich dramatically turned into a last gasp victory after two injury time goals.


Poor Preston really copped it, as in addition to being beaten on their own patch they conceded 10 goals on two trips to Tyneside. Slaughtered 6-0 in the League Cup they had another four put past them on the night United secured promotion.


Title rivals Brighton had an expert in charge: the always popular Chris Hughton who had led Newcastle to the championship title in 2010. Hughton’s Seagulls took Rafa’s Magpies all the way. The two clubs made it into the top two by October. From then on no-other club broke into the automatic places as United and Albion alternated top spot in a battle that would go right down to the final minute of a long, long season until United finally emerged as champions.


Toon Up takes you on a journey of a season to remember. Every game and every goal is covered as the story of the season unfolds with Rafa’s reflections and the games put into context.


The Rafalution would never have happened without The Toon Army whose show of support as ‘Rafa Remainers’ convinced the former Real Madrid manager to stick with this special club in the Championship.


Rafa recruited a squad ready for all that the championship could throw at them. Benitez cut his cloth accordingly, filling it with players experienced at the level they’d be playing at, having jettisoned some on superstar wages but who mightn’t have fancied being asked to turn out at The Pirelli Stadium or Griffin Park.


Thanks to Benitez the 2017-18 will see United back in with the big boys and with Rafa recognising The Toon Army’s passion for long overdue success, with luck it might be a case that there is more to come and that as long as Rafa is the Gaffer the Toon will stay on the up.




CHAPTER 1


SPURRED ON


Benitez came too late to stop the drop. March 11th 2015 was the turning point for the club. Steve McClaren was sacked with Rafael Benitez appointed to the Toon hot-seat on the same day.


The damage had been done. United lay one off the bottom of the table and had lost their last three games badly. Beginning with a 5-1 trouncing at Chelsea, there had been a dismal single goal reverse at Stoke before Bournemouth had come to St. James’ and handed out a football lesson in winning 3-1.


Benitez was thrown in at the deep end with a visit to a Leicester side en-route for the Premier League title although an improved performance resulted in a narrow 1-0 defeat.


Heartened by that Rafa was unveiled to the Geordie Nation before a home derby with Sunderland where Aleksandar Mitrovic began the Rafalution with the first goal of Rafa’s reign to take a point.


Defeats followed at relegation rivals Norwich City as well as at Southampton before Benitez began to produce results. None of the final six games would be lost as United scrapped for survival but unfortunately it was too little too late after a wasteful campaign.


While the disappointment at going down for the second time in eight seasons ran deep it was clear that at long last Newcastle had the right man in charge. The question was: now that they’d found him, could they keep him?


A handsome 3-0 win over Swansea was full of positive signs before a creditable draw at home to Manchester City who had walloped United 6-1 at The Etihad earlier in the season. Better still was to come as Newcastle negotiated difficult fixtures, the next one against Liverpool at Anfield.


With Jurgen Klopp’s men chasing European qualification it was a tough assignment for Rafa on his return to the Reds, and it looked tougher when the troops came into the visiting dressing room at half time 2-0 down. Benitez got into them though. Being two or more down didn’t mean a Benitez team were beaten – as he’d proved in his own time with Liverpool.


Almost straight after the re-start United were back in the game through a header from Papiss Cisse and then half way through the second period The Magpies were level through Jack Colback as The Toon spiritedly secured their first away point of 2016. Under Benitez the away form would become as tremendous as it had been terrible before he arrived.


Hope erupted as Alan Pardew’s Palace were defeated the following Saturday at St. James’ courtesy of the only goal of the game by ultimately Palace bound Andros Townsend while Karl Darlow matched his heroics by saving Yohan Cabaye’s penalty leaving Pards to Pontificate, “For long periods we looked in control of the game” adding, “I thought the reception I got was muted, which was nice. A lot of people understand that I managed here to the best of my ability and we had some good times that I lean on.”


Under new boss Benitez there were good times to come, but still short-term difficulties to face. The penultimate fixture took United to doomed Aston Villa who had long since been relegated and had only half as many points as Newcastle, so marooned were they at the foot of the table. Villa Park had bad memories for the Toon Army of course and the home fans were in up in arms about the state of their club, halting the match at one point with a synchronised hurling of beach balls onto the pitch.


Chances came for Newcastle but the breakthrough didn’t. A goalless draw proved costly and by the time United took to the field again results elsewhere meant they were already condemned to the drop despite being unbeaten in five games as Rafa tried to turn the tide.


For the final home fixture of the six season stay in the Premier League Newcastle welcomed Tottenham Hotspur. Under Mauricio Pochettino Spurs had become one of the most exciting sides in the land. For months they had looked like the team most likely to snatch the Premier League crown if surprise package Leicester hit a long awaited bad run and slipped up. In an extraordinary season The Foxes succeeded in out-running the chasing pack leaving Tottenham with the expected consolation of the runners’ up place and with it a first finish above their local rivals Arsenal in over two decades. A point would guarantee that for Spurs while with nothing to play for there was a fear that Newcastle would succumb to a Spurs side whose free-flowing football had made them the darlings of so much of the media.


However this was after all St. James’ Park, a place where usually the only thing that can be expected is the unexpected. If he was going to go, Benitez wanted to go with a bang. To every last man, woman and child, the Toon Army were determined to do everything in their power to convince the manager that this was the place he should continue to call home. Newcastle might be down but over 50,000 turned up, not so much to see an already relegated team but to persuade the manager to stay.


This was no end of season kick-a-bout. Tottenham wanted to win and were one of the best teams in the land but were swept away on a Tyneside tidal wave. The soon to depart Gini Wijnaldum put United ahead with Aleksandar Mitrovic doubling the lead but it all seemed too good to be true.


Sure enough Spurs pulled one back on the hour through Erik Lamela and when Mitrovic got himself sent off a few minutes later the game had all the makings of one where having got into a winning position, Newcastle would throw points away.


Moussa Sissoko’s next game in the Premier League would be for Tottenham rather than against them and while his value soared after an impressive European Championship in the summer, he didn’t do himself – or United’s bank balance – any harm here. Before Pochettino’s pretenders could take advantage of United being a man down Sissoko showed how powerful a presence he could be by surging into the visitors’ box and being brought down for a penalty.


Wijnaldum promptly added to his own value by converting the spot-kick for his second of the game as 10-man Newcastle re-established a two goal lead. With the Toon Army’s emotional songs in Rafa’s praise tumbling down from the stands above, Champions League qualifiers Spurs simply melted away.


Incredibly a side who had never lost by more than one goal in the Premier League all season suddenly leaked two more to a team heading for the Championship rather than the Champions League. Late goals from Rolando Aarons and Daryl Janmaat provided the score-line with a look as surreal as the circumstances of the day. Newcastle United 5, Tottenham Hotspur 1 was a message to the rest of the country that loans were not just for players but entire teams. If Rafa could be convinced to stay the feeling was that United would simply be on loan to the Skybet Championship and St. James’ would miss out on Premier League football than Tottenham’s own White Hart Lane would when Spurs forsook it for Wembley a year later while their new White Hart Lane was constructed.


Crestfallen, Tottenham boss Pochettino admitted with regard to Rafa, “We are third in the table and Newcastle are relegated but he felt sorry for me.”


Rafa himself had spent the afternoon listening to constant choruses of “Rafa Benitez, we want you to stay” coming from all parts of the ground. It would have been the easiest thing in the world for him to salute the fans, head off down the tunnel and re-emerge at whatever big name club came calling to offer the Champions League winner his next posting.


What Happened Next has long since been a key part of ‘A Question of Sport’ but what would happen next for Newcastle would not just be a crucial moment for the coming months but the entire future of a club if they could hold onto a man with the ambition to match that of the fans.




CHAPTER 2


THE RAFARENDUM


This was one summer 16 Rafarendum where the remainers won. Speaking after promotion was clinched against Preston in the game that was his first of the season, goalkeeper Rob Elliott reflected, “That Tottenham game, that was the start of the manager thinking, ‘Well look at this place and look at what we can be’. Hopefully he is here for a long, long time and we can reach those heights again. He deserves all the credit he gets.”


Newcastle have had some great managers, Sir Bobby Robson, Kevin Keegan and Joe Harvey for example. They have also had some who haven’t been all they were cracked up to be, but that’s too long a list and might bring back too many painful memories to mention. One thing is for sure and that is that the crowd; sometimes divided in the past over a manager’s credentials, were united in being determined to do everything in their power to persuade Benitez that rather than move on to add another of Europe’s major clubs to his C.V. he would be best off staying with Newcastle United, regardless of which league they were in. A front page appeal in the Evening Chronicle pleading with Benitez to stay attracted 25,000 signatures as every effort was made to persuade the man whose family home is on The Wirral to stay on Tyneside.


Despite the deep disappointment of relegation the Spurs game became a celebration not a wake. Rather than wallowing in pity that the club had gone down due to previous errors, the Toon Army heralded the fact that a leader had been found. It was a leader who everyone connected with the club had faith in, be they a player, a member of staff or a supporter.


Already in his short spell in charge, Benitez had exuded confidence and charisma. He had made a connection with people. The man from Madrid had grown up in a football mad city and had worked in similarly passionate places such as Liverpool, Milan and Naples but this was Newcastle, a place where 50,000 had come to support him and the team following relegation. Benitez had been begged to stay, to continue the job he had begun, in turning the club around.


Given all that Newcastle United represents and how much it has got wrong in the past, turning the club around is like the task facing the captains of those giant cruise ships sometimes seen in the Tyne at Shields. There can be very little room for manoeuvre but with the right person at the helm a very difficult job can be done, even if for some of the time you have to sail close to the edge.


Benitez had experienced adulation before. He’d won European trophies with Liverpool, Chelsea and Valencia and the FIFA World Club Cup with Inter, as well as the Coppa Italia with Napoli and early career promotions with two clubs in Spain. Rafa was not a man for whom success was a novelty or a flash in the pan. He is a serial winner and the crowd knew it.


Many people also knew that when Benitez replaced former England boss Steve McClaren his contract reportedly included a release clause which would allow him to walk away if Newcastle did go down.


Benitez hadn’t just seen and heard the passion at Newcastle, he had felt it. “The love I could feel from the fans was a big influence in my decision” he admitted 10 days later when his decision to remain was made public. “After the last game it would have been difficult to walk away” he said, “It was amazing. I want to repay the fans.”


Realising what United had to offer even to a manager of his status Rafa explained,” This is a huge club and I wanted to be part of the great future I can see for Newcastle United. I’m convinced we can go up next season, stay in the Premier League for a long time and win trophies. This is a massive club and I want to stay part of it.”


Shrewd operator that he is, Rafa wasn’t remaining simply out of sentiment. He had been working behind the scenes to strengthen his hand. Given the outpouring of support for him on the final day, combined with the way he had got the team playing Benitez had sought assurances from the managing director Lee Charnley and owner Mike Ashley. The future direction and financing of a club about to lose the riches that come with being part of the Premier League was something that Rafa needed to steer in a positive direction.


Revealing that he didn’t have to sell players and would be able to strengthen his squad, Benitez explained, “I have responsibility for football business and the most important thing is I have assurances that we will have a strong, winning, team. If I’m here it is because I am sure we can get promoted” adding, “My relationship with Lee Charnley is really good and if I ask for something he will try to help me.”


Charnley was as delighted as the fans with probably the best signing he will ever make for the club, the managing director commenting, “When we brought Rafa to the club in March, we knew he was a phenomenal manager and everything we have seen from him since has only served to reinforce that. We are therefore delighted to have secured his services for the next three years and I believe with Rafa as manager it gives us the best possible chance of returning to the Premier League at the first time of asking and delivering success for this football club beyond that.


It is clear that Rafa has connected deeply with the club’s supporters and we do not underestimate the role they have played in his decision to stay. He has captured the hearts and minds not just of the fans, but of everyone who has had the pleasure of working with him at the club thus far. As a world class manager we had no doubt in our minds as to the importance of retaining him at Newcastle United.”


In signing a three-year contract 57 year old Benitez was committing himself to a significant spell of his career at St. James’ and he wasn’t hanging around for so long with the sole ambition of winning the Championship.




CHAPTER 3


SUMMER SHOPPING


The Rafalution became an easy and overused term on Tyneside, but there’s no doubt it was accurate. No fewer than 33 deals were done between Benitez deciding to stay and the transfer window closing.


Astonishingly United ended up with almost as many millions in the bank as there were moves, after the ink dried on more contracts than maybe were issued in the locale when Rafa was in the locale of the Mafia in Napoli!


Benitez brought in a full team’s worth of players on permanent deals as well as Christian Atsu initially on a season long loan from Chelsea. Through the ‘out’ door went ten players which Newcastle got top dollar for. There was no ‘fire-sale’ of cheap reductions as so often happens with players leaving relegated clubs. Only veteran defender Fabricio Coloccini and surplus to requirements Steven Taylor went on frees, in both cases crossing the Atlantic.


While Newcastle invested a reported £57m, an incredible amount for a Championship club, almost all of that was accounted for by the sales of just two players: Wijnaldum and Sissoko.


Knowing exactly what he wanted to equip his squad for the rigours of the Championship Rafa shipped out players he didn’t want including those who might not have fancied some of the less salubrious ports of call in a tough and often less than glamourous championship campaign. Simultaneously Benitez brought in a raft of players who knew the championship. Old hands who could be called upon when the going got tough. Players such as Grant Hanley and Daryl Murphy who even if they didn’t end up playing regularly would be good influences in the dressing room. These were experienced professionals who wouldn’t suffer anyone getting above themselves and who could help players coming in from abroad.


In fact the trio of overseas acquisitions didn’t do well, although if they stay into 2017-18 Achraf Lazaar from Palermo, Jesus Gamez from Atletico Madrid and Matz Sels from Gent will hope to do better after a season to acclimatise.


Undoubtedly though Benitez’s summer shopping was successful overall as Dwight Gayle, Matt Ritchie, Ciaran Clark and Isaac Hayden to name four who cost less than Moussa Sissoko was sold for demonstrate how positive much of Rafa’s wheeling and dealing was.


The first deal went through before the end of June with the last one not being completed until the last few moments of the transfer window when Sissoko’s move to White Hart Lane was confirmed.


JUNE 29th - MATZ SELS


Goalkeeper


Signed from: Gent


Reported fee: £4.5m


Appearances: 9 league / 5 cup


End of term report: 4/10


Players from Belgium seemed to be gold-plated with the Premier League full of Belgian players including Chelsea and Liverpool ‘keepers Thibaut Courtois and Simon Mignolet. Sels had been voted the best goalkeeper in Belgium the previous year, had Champions League experience, having helped Gent win the Belgian Pro League in 2015, and at 24 looked like a player yet to come into his best years.


Evidently signed as first choice, Sels started the season in the team but failed to impress despite keeping four clean sheets in the opening nine games. In the last of those appearances Sels’ poor positioning helped gift Aston Villa a late equaliser resulting in Rafa showing his ruthless side by dropping him. Sels would not play in the Championship again, his five further outings being limited to cup-ties and with United looked ready to sell Sels come the end of the campaign.


JULY 1st - DWIGHT GAYLE, MATT RITCHIE, ANDROS TOWNSEND


The departure of Andros Townsend was felt more than any other, so much so that United made strenuous attempts to bring him back in January and it would come as no surprise if the England winger was to return to Newcastle at some point. He needed to play in the top flight though and departed to cup finalists Crystal Palace


Losing Townsend and getting Gayle and Ritchie though was a bit like losing £5 down the back of the settee and finding a tenner you’d forgotten in the back pocket of your trousers. Not only would the pair be successes individually but hitting it off together, the pair became the side’s two top scorers.


JULY 1st - DWIGHT GAYLE


Striker


Signed from: Crystal Palace


Reported fee: £10.5m


Appearances: 26+6 league / 1+1 cups


Goals: 23, all league


End of term report: 9/10


Despite only signing a new contract at Selhurst Park where he had been Crystal Palace’s top scorer for the past three seasons even though at times he had struggled to command a regular place in the side, Londoner Dwight Gayle jumped at the chance of signing for Newcastle.


While the same day saw Andros Townsend travel in the opposite direction for an even bigger fee, the two moves were independent of each other and United would have captured Gayle even if Townsend hadn’t been destined for Selhurst Park.


Reportedly the 26 year old cost a fee of £8.5m with add-ons of a further £1m each if he scored 20 goals in the season and Newcastle won promotion. Cheap at the price although Palace more than doubled their money having made him their record purchase when paying £4.5m to Peterborough in 2013.


Giving Gayle a five-year deal illustrated Benitez’s confidence in a player who would prove himself worthy of the ultimate accolade of being handed the Newcastle number nine shirt.


Quickly off the mark with a goal on his home debut – albeit a header on the rebound from his own penalty – Dwight just kept on scoring. Opposition defences couldn’t hold him as his toughest opponent proved to be his own difficulty in staying fit, a problem he will have to rectify but one which a Premier League programme of eight fewer games than in the Championship can only help.


Dwight’s devastating combination of pace and technique destroyed defences of the calibre he hadn’t faced since netting almost a goal every two games with The Posh in 2012-13. Then he’d come into their side in November, scored seven times in his first nine games and gone on to bag a hat trick at Blackburn. He would net two hat-tricks in his first season in the north-east, including one in the most dramatic circumstances against Norwich.


In his last season in the Premier League Dwight scored only three league goals (plus four in cups) but seems certain to do better in Newcastle colours and has already scored in the Premier League at St. James – for Palace back in 2014.


JULY 1st - ANDROS TOWNSEND


Winger


Sold to: Crystal Palace


Reported fee: £13m


Sold for the same £13m fee he had been bought for at the start of the year, due to an apparent release clause in his contract, Andros Townsend had done so well in a Newcastle shirt that he had earned a recall to the England team at the end of his half season on Tyneside.


The Londoner had got four goals in 13 games including a spectacular winner as Palace were beaten at St. James’ near the end of the season. Subsequently former Toon boss Alan Pardew took The Eagles to the limit when he made Andros their record signing, beating the previous highest fee of £10m he’d paid for Yohan Cabaye.


A change of manager at Selhurst Park with one ex Toon boss replacing another as Big Sam Allardyce took over from Pards meant that Townsend was no longer playing for the man who signed him. From that springs some hope that perhaps the exciting speed-merchant may once again be on Benitez’s to buy list and a player of his calibre might return to help to help Rafa re-establish The Toon in the top flight. With Dwight Gayle having revealed that “Andros Townsend said he was a great guy to play under” when the pair moved in opposite directions there’s added reason to hope that the winger might yet enjoy a second spell at St. James’.


JUNE 1st - MATT RITCHIE


Winger


Signed from: Bournemouth


Reported fee: £12m


Appearances: 40+2 league / 4+2 cups


Goals: 12 league / 4 cups


End of term report: 9/10


While Andros Townsend wanted to swap the Championship for the Premier league the fact that, like Dwight Gayle, Matt Ritchie was prepared to go in the opposite direction spoke volumes for his belief in the Benitez project. It stood to reason. Ritchie was leaving a club with a ground barely one fifth the size of St. James’ to come to tear up the Championship.


Ritchie had actually won the championship a year earlier with Bournemouth, scoring four more league goals in that season when the Cherries were on top than the 11 he bagged in black and white. Since picking up what would be the first of two championship medals in three seasons he’d enjoyed a terrific season in the Premier League, playing all but two games as Eddie Howe’s side finished a creditable 16th and impressively won 3-1 on Tyneside.


At 26 when he signed for The Toon, Ritchie was coming into his prime as Newcastle tied him down on a five-year deal. With just under 300 league appearances under his belt when he moved to the north-east Matt had gained plenty of experience having begun his career in the Premier League with Portsmouth before a series of loans followed by a stint at Swindon where his subsequent transfer to Bournemouth caused outrage in Swindon supremo Paolo Di Canio. Two years later Ritchie’s success at Bournemouth brought an international debut for Scotland, the country of Gosport born Matt’s father.


Undoubtedly Newcastle were a better team when Ritchie was playing during 2016-17. His pace, directness, ability to cross on the run, powerful shooting and dead-ball accuracy all added up to a terrific asset but over and above that he dovetailed brilliantly with his new teammates, his understanding with Jonjo Shelvey in particular making United a joy to watch.


JULY 5th - FABRICIO COLOCCINI


Central defender


Moved to: San Lorenzo


Reported fee: Free


So often Newcastle have failed to get value for money out of players but even though Fabricio Coloccini cost a reported £10m he certainly didn’t short-change United for whom he played 274 times between 2008 and his final appearance at Chelsea a month before Benitez arrived.


Coloccini had been a stalwart of the Chris Hughton team who had won the Championship in 2010 when his performances earned him a place in the Championship Team of the Year.


Becoming United captain in 2011, that year he became North East Football Writers’ Player of the Year with the flow of awards continuing to come his way as he was included in the PFA Team of the Year with manager Alan Pardew paying him the ultimate compliment of comparing him with the immaculate Bobby Moore.


An Argentina international, Coloccini commenced his career in Buenos Aires with Boca Juniors before the turn of the millennium and also played for San Lorenzo where he won the title in 2001. His time with San Lorenzo was as a loan player from AC Milan for whom he never played. Further loans followed with Alaves, Atletico Madrid and Villareal before a move to Deportivo La Coruna where he played over 100 games before moving to Newcastle where he would spend the best years of his career.


Coloccini’s time on Tyneside was effectively up before Benitez took over but nonetheless the departure of a respected member of the old guard was a clear sign of the changing of the guard and a new regime beginning.


JULY 8th - JESUS GAMEZ


Full back


Signed from: Athletico Madrid


Reported fee: £1.5m


Appearances: 2+3 league / 2 cup


Goals: 0


End of term report: 4/10


As one former Atletico Madrid defender departed in Coloccini, another arrived in the shape of veteran full back Jesus Gamez. A former Spain Under 23 international, Gamez had come through the ranks with Malaga where he’d spent a decade and captained the club.


Prior to making the move abroad late in his career Gamez had played for Diego Simeone at Atletico where he had used his experience when asked to perform on the other flank to his natural side.


Having been used to playing against such challenging opposition as Real Madrid and Barcelona, Gamez was eased into the English game by Benitez with a debut in the EFL Cup against Cheltenham Town before a more demanding league bow as a sub as he came on to help secure the home win over Brighton.


However he would be carried off in his first league start in the home defeat by Blackburn, play a full game in the Championship just once and appear in a meagre seven games in total as injuries combined with Paul Dummett’s consistency at left back and the contest between Vurnon Anita and DeAndre Yedlin at right back contrived to make his first season outside of his home country a tough one.


JULY 9th - PAPISS CISSE


Striker


Sold to: Shandong Luneng


Reported fee: £2.5m


Papiss Cisse is unlikely to have grown up dreaming of playing for Shandong Luneng but for Newcastle, the Chinese outfit offering a sizeable fee for a 31 year old striker who had only managed to start 14 games in the previous season was certainly a dream approach, coming as it did shortly after United had invested in the purchase of Dwight Gayle.


In China, Cisse paired up with former Southampton forward Graziano Pelle and started well with five goals in his first 11 appearances but some of the memories he’d left behind at St. James will stay with the fans as much as the love of the fans would stay with the Senegal international who tweeted, ‘I want to put on record my thanks and appreciation for the Newcastle fans. I will never forget them as long as I live and will be back as a supporter alongside them one day.’


JULY 11th - ISAAC HAYDEN


Midfielder


Signed from: Arsenal


Reported fee: £2.5m


Appearances: 28+5 league / 3+2 league


Goals: 2 league / 0 cup


End of term report: 8/10


Groomed though the acclaimed Arsenal youth system, 21 year old Isaac Hayden left the Emirates with Arsene Wenger’s good wishes, “He’s very intelligent and very good physically as well. He has good strength. I think Newcastle is a good opportunity for him.


Initially with Southend United, Hayden had been with The Gunners since he was 13 and got a couple of chances for Wenger’s side in League Cup ties against West Brom and Southampton and gained Championship experience on loan to Hull who he helped to the Play-offs playing 18 times, half of them as starts.


Capped by England at Under 21 level three times during his first season with Newcastle, Hayden got off to a bright start with a goal in the victory over Reading on his third appearance and scored a beauty at Cardiff in the penultimate match.


For much of the season Rafa rotated youngster Hayden with the more experienced Jack Colback and undoubtedly as he gets older Hayden will look to prove that he is Premier League class.
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