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  FOREWORD




  K9 EXPERT EDUCATION




  If you are considering bringing a Border Collie into your life, congratulations! You’re in good company. This breed’s incredible intelligence, energy, trainability, and work ethic are what have catapulted it to worldwide popularity in recent years. From print ads and movies to TV series and all manner of commercials, the Border Collie has become the poster pup for brainy dogs in the media. Where chic Afghan Hounds and Poodles once dominated the fashion and lifestyle pages, today it’s the Border Collie who’s lounging on leather sofas, dining in state-of-the-art kitchens, and riding in luxury SUVs.




  Fantasy has its place, but for prospective dog owners, a reality check is in order—never more so than when investigating the Border Collie. The same qualities that make this breed such an asset on the farm and agility course present a huge challenge to pet owners. A Border Collie can make a wonderful companion in the right home, but the breed’s prey drive and relentless energy are difficult to live with. This is a dog who must have an active, engaged owner who accepts the commitment to keep him busy, well exercised, and always with a job to do. The Border Collie may be considered the world’s most intelligent dog, but he doesn’t train himself.
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  A Border Collie is in his element when he’s doing what he was meant to do.




  Much like a gifted child who isn’t challenged in school, a bored, neglected Border Collie will become destructive. Confinement and isolation lead to barking, digging, and chewing. Small, furry pets and running children will trigger the dog’s prey-chasing instinct, often with tragic consequences.




  Remember that the breed’s temperament was irrelevant to the shepherds who lived alone on the hills and moors. A shy or wary dog was a non-issue in an isolated environment. That’s not the case for modern-day owners in suburbia. Early and ongoing socialization of puppies is essential to prevent shyness or aggression.




  Where you acquire your puppy is always of prime importance, but particularly so in this breed because different bloodlines display different behaviors. Those bloodlines bred to work cattle tend to produce stubborn, dominant dogs. Many bloodlines that work sheep and compete in trials produce softer, more responsive dogs. The most successful obedience dogs are intense and high-energy and love to retrieve. Border Collies descended from conformation (dog show) bloodlines are generally more mellow, with less prey drive, and probably make the best pets.




  The parents of a litter will give you an excellent indication of how the puppies will turn out. You won’t have the parents to meet and observe if you adopt your dog from a shelter or Border Collie rescue group, so in this case, try to obtain as much information as you can about the dog’s past. How did the rescue volunteers acquire him? What do they know about his background? What light can the foster home shed on his individual quirks? How is he with children, adults, men, women, other pets, riding in the car, being left alone? The more observations they can share with you, the better equipped you will be to choose the right Border Collie.




  The Border Collie is indeed unique, but that means that he isn’t right for everyone. Take the time to study the breed and assess your family to ensure that you and the Border Collie really are the best fit. There are lots of great breeds out there to consider, many of them much less complex and demanding in their care. If you are convinced that the Border Collie is the one for you, proceed with caution, talk to breeders and owners, and find the most suitable dog for your family’s energy level.




  Allan Reznik


  Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY
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    With this Smart Owner’s Guide®, you are well on your way to earning your Border Collie diploma. But your Border Collie education doesn’t end here. You are invited to join Club Border™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Border), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive features, such as:




    [image: image] forums, blogs, and profiles where you can connect with other Border Collie owners




    [image: image] downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving dog owner




    [image: image] access to Border Collie e-cards and wallpapers




    [image: image] interactive games




    [image: image] canine quizzes




    The Smart Owner’s Guide series and Club Border are backed by the ex perts at DOG FANCY® magazine and DogChannel.com—who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for more than forty years. Log on and join the club today!


  




  CHAPTER 1




  THE BRAINY BORDER
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  It’s six o’clock in the morning; the sun is just peeking over the horizon. “It’s time for work, Sparky,” calls out the sheep rancher. His three-year-old tricolor Border Collie jumps from her bed and dashes to the door, her long tail wagging in anticipation. This dog knows the meaning of work—and it’s her favorite thing to do. Sparky lives for heading off herds, circling behind them, and driving them from field to field with her hypnotic eyes.




  Border Collies are working dogs, and through the centuries of their companionship with humans, they have been selectively bred for intelligence and versatility. They’re trusted dogs who work alongside shepherds, keeping watch over livestock and moving sheep and cattle from field to field. Border Collies are he best employees a rancher could ask for.




  Border Collies make wonderful working companions and stock keepers’ helpers; they are not considered simply house pets. This tireless, high-energy breed requires owners who are committed to giving their dog a stimulating and challenging job. Whether your Border Collie spends his days herding a flock of ewes, practicing and competing in agility, or going on several energy-expending walks a day with you, he needs an active pursuit. If Border Collies don’t find meaningful work, they’ll become bored and depressed.
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    Border Collies differ from other herding breeds, such as the Australian Cattle Dog and German Shepherd Dog, in that they drive the flock toward the handler from behind rather than nipping at the animals’ heels and barking, driving animals away from the handler.


  




  Border Collies are highly intelligent, hardworking, tenacious, active, trainable—the list goes on. Unlike some breeds, which were developed for a specific body conformation and look, the Border Collie has been selectively bred for intelligence and trainability. Let’s take a closer look at what makes this workaholic, high-IQ dog tick; what sets the breed apart from its canine cousins; and what characteristics the ideal Border Collie family should have.




  SMARTS AND LOYALTY




  Examples of the breed’s wit and ingenuity are legendary. Take Rico, for example. This Border Collie made news in the 1990s when animal psychologist Juliane Kaminski from the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, investigated the claim that Rico could understand more than two hundred simple words that referred to specific items. To test the dog’s skills, Kaminski first randomly divided the items into twenty sets of ten items. Next, she arranged one ten-item set in an experiment room. She then joined Rico and his owner in an adjoining room and asked the owner to command Rico to bring back two specific items from the experiment room. Kaminski repeated the exercise with the remaining sets of items and documented the results, which showed that Rico retrieved an average of thirty-seven out of forty items correctly.




  Betsy, another Border Collie, usurped Rico’s reign with her 340-word vocabulary. At just ten weeks old, the puppy could reportedly sit on command and retrieve a variety of objects by name. She could detect speech inflections, make a connection between a photograph and the physical object it represented, and recognize people by name.




  Widely considered to be one of the most intelligent dog breeds, the Border Collie has a brain that seems to never stop churning. In fact, psychologist Stanley Coren reports in his book The Intelligence of Dogs that the Border Collie is the most intelligent breed of dog. In the field, Border Collies are thinking about managing the flock. On the farm, they’re keeping an eye on the chickens and goats. And in the home, they’re concocting ways to entertain themselves—which may mean that they’re rearranging your living room.




  Owners of these brilliant Border Collies can train their dogs to do virtually anything. In addition to being top-rated herding dogs and tenders of livestock, Border Collies excel at dog sports, such as agility, obedience, and rally. They hunt alongside gundogs. They make compassionate therapy and assistance dogs. They contribute their tracking and scenting prowess to search and rescue efforts. This breed can do it all.




  While the Border Collie’s intelligence makes him well suited to any task, those smarts can prove a challenge for some owners to handle. To harness and shape your Border Collie’s brain, you’ll need to train him—and then some. He’ll need to learn basic manners and obedience before you progress to any specialty training for activities such as herding or flyball. Whatever you do with your Border Collie, you’ll need to learn how to keep his sharp mind engaged and stimulated.
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  Meet other Border Collie owners just like you. On our Border Collie forums, you can chat about your dog and ask other owners for advice about training, health issues, and anything else about your favorite breed. Log on to DogChannel.com/Club-Border for details!




  Bred to be working companions, Border Collies are devoted to their owners. They’re eager to please, and they live for excelling in their profession. As such, the breed has developed a discerning eye for taking cues from humans. Because early ancestors of the Border Collie had to be able to respond to whistles or hand signals from hundreds of yards away, the dogs eventually learned how to read their owners’ moods and expressions.




  That seemingly innate connection with their owners means that Border Collies also make committed companions both in the field and in the home. They live to work, to play, and to rest alongside their owners, wanting to spend quality time with their humans doing whatever it is that they’re doing. In many cases, a Border Collie will be a human’s shadow, taking direction from his owner and always looking for ways to “help.”




  KEEP HIM MOVING




  They’re brilliant, yes, but keep in mind that Border Collies also need outlets for their boundless energy. Always on the move, these dogs bore from inactivity, which can get them into trouble. Many think of Border Collies as hyperactive, but it’s likely that all they need is a long day in the field or a few hours of fast-paced agility practice to calm down. The owner must know how to prevent boredom.
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    Besides his intelligence, the Border Collie is known for his eye, which he uses to hypnotize the sheep he’s herding. Dogs with weak eye lack the concentration needed to work sheep or cattle; dogs with moderate eye are able to control sheep effectively without being overbearing; and dogs with strong eye tend to stare intently at the stock, sometimes to the point of becoming rooted to one spot.


  




  One Border Collie owner complained that her dog, a one-year-old female, wouldn’t stop wiggling and pacing indoors. The dog would also incessantly gnaw on her bed and pull the stuffing out of all of her toys. The owner worried that something was wrong with the dog, but the problem was that the woman worked a full-time job and left her pup alone all day. When the woman returned from work, she would let her dog out into the yard for a little while and then spend the rest of the evening with her dog, cooking dinner and reading. It’s no wonder the dog was constantly moving around and even engaging in destructive behaviors—she suffered from pent-up energy. Once the owner realized that her lifestyle didn’t suit the emotional and physical needs of the dog, she was lucky to find a good home for the dog on a farm with a family who had livestock.




  This is not to say that Border Collies can’t thrive in the suburbs; they will be content as long as they get regular, vigorous exercise. An active household filled with high-energy humans and plenty of room to run makes an ideal home for the breed. Border Collie owners don’t need to be farmers or ranchers, but they should be engaged in lots of outdoor activities, including hiking, playing Frisbee, going on long walks through the neighborhood, and competing in dog sports such as agility and flyball. To replicate the herding lifestyle that he’s been bred to lead, a nonworking Border Collie requires hours of stimulation to occupy his brain and body, similar to what he would get from herding a flock of sheep all day long.
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  The drive to work makes these dogs unique. It is a force of nature [that] we alter to fit our needs. Training a stock dog is much like changing the course of a stream or river; we can change its path to fit our needs but cannot stop the flow.




  —Bruce Fogt, a Border Collie owner and trainer in Sidney, Ohio
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    Enlist the help of responsible family and friends when planning activities for your Border Collie. Ask your son to toss the Frisbee with your pup for an hour. Invite your niece to take him to the beach for some afternoon fun. Ask your spouse to take him to the store for some out-and-about time. Your dog will love the attention and the action!


  




  Because this breed has such high activity demands, it’s critical for potential owners to know what they’re getting into before acquiring a Border Collie. They should do their research about a Border Collie’s activity requirements, examine their own lifestyles and habits, and determine whether the breed is a good match for them long before starting to look for breeders or dogs for adoption. If someone acquires a Border Collie and realizes that the dog is too much to handle, rehoming the dog can be an emotional trial for the owner and the dog. Rehoming or surrendering a dog is a potentially painful experience that is unfair to the dog and that can be prevented through early, honest evaluation of the owner’s expectations and the dog’s needs.




  A “STANDARD” LOOK




  Besides having a personality and temperament all its own, the Border Collie also has a distinct look that differentiates the breed from other dogs. This look is based on the breed standard, which is the written description of the hypothetically “perfect” Border Collie. The standard defines the trademark characteristics of the breed, sets forth desirable and undesirable traits, and explains the breed’s background and what makes the breed what it is.




  Breed clubs develop these written standards, which are then submitted to the purebred dog registries. Different countries have different registries; in the United States, the largest purebred registries are the American Kennel Club (AKC) and the United Kennel Club (UKC). Judges use these breed standards to evaluate dogs at competitive events sponsored by the respective registries.




  The traits discussed as follows are based on the requirements of the AKC standard, which became effective on March 2, 2004, and was written by the Border Collie Society of America, the AKC parent club for the Border Collie.




  In general, Border Collies are mediumsized, alert dogs who are athletic, graceful, and agile. Their muscular bodies have a smooth outline that conveys the impression of effortless movement and endless endurance. Above all else, however, the Border Collie’s conformation, or physical features, should enhance the breed’s ability to be a true working herding dog. Nothing should impede the dog’s ability to do the job for which he was intended.




  Body and bone structure: Measuring 19 to 22 inches at the withers (or shoulder blades) for males and 18 to 21 inches for females, Border Collies have strong yet light bones that create a balanced and proportionate silhouette. A Border Collie should be large enough to be taken seriously by other animals but small enough to move easily and quickly as needed. The body, including the neck, topline, forequarters, and hindquarters, should be strong and sturdy enough to handle the rigorous demands of herding for hours at a time.
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  An active Border Collie is a content Border Collie! This energetic breed thrives on having a job to do.




  Expression: The expression, eyes, and ears all suggest a dog who is full of energy and intensity. Border Collies exude intelligence, alertness, eagerness, and interest. The oval, moderately sized eyes can be any shade of brown and occasionally are seen in blue. The medium-sized ears may be erect or dropped, and they are mobile, picking up the slightest sound. The Border Collie’s moderately wide skull contains that legendary brain, and the strong muzzle tapers slightly to the nose, the color of which matches the dog’s primary body color.




  Tail: Border Collies carry their tails low when working. A tail carried high over their back, which is known as a “gay” or “cocky” tail, can distract the sheep, making it impossible for the dog to stare down and control the flock with his hypnotic eyes. Some trainers feel that a tail carried high indicates a lack of concentration. However, a Border Collie will sometimes carry his tail proudly in a display of confidence.




  Coat and color: Two coat types—rough and smooth—are seen in the Border Collie. Both types of coat feature close-fitting, dense, weather-resistant double coats in which the top coat is either straight or wavy. The rough variety is medium length with feathering on the forelegs, haunches, chest, and underside and short hair on the face, ears, feet, and fronts of legs. The smooth coat is short all over and may have a little feathering on the forelegs, haunches, chest, and ruff.




  As far as coat color and pattern, just about anything goes. Border Collie coats may appear in all sorts of colors and combinations, including solid colors, bicolors, tri-colors, merle (a marbled pattern), and sable (black-tipped hairs on parts of the body). Border Collies often have white patches, commonly on the legs, on the chest, and/or as a blaze on the face, which may or may not have ticking. In terms of conformation, color and markings always take a backseat to physical structure and movement.
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    The Border Collie doesn’t just have a keen eye; the breed also has very sensitive hearing. Early shepherds and breeders naturally selected dogs with acute hearing so that the animals could keep an eye on their flocks while simultaneously obeying verbal commands. In the field, this trait is a valuable one when the dog needs to distinguish handler commands from background noise; in the home, though, it could translate into the dog’s being overly sensitive or uncomfortable around loud noises, such as thunder or fireworks. Some Border Collies will even move themselves to a quiet place when something on television is too loud or intense.


  




  WORKING MOVES




  Speaking of movement, the Border Collie breed standard also describes the dog’s gait, or the way the dog moves. When working, a Border Collie typically uses two gaits: a gallop and a moving crouch. In the crouching motion, the dogs carry their heads level or slightly below their shoulder blades, creating that unique Border Collie look. At a trot, the Border Collie’s stride should be balanced and fluid so that he glides effortlessly over the ground. As the dog increases his speed while trotting, his feet converge under the center line of gravity until they follow a single track.




  Gait in a working dog such as the Border Collie is of utmost importance, as it is the supreme test of bone structure and function. A choppy or prancing gait, although fun to watch, is impractical and causes the working dog to tire rapidly.




  IS IT A MATCH?




  As you can see, Border Collies are built to live in an environment where they can do what they do best: herd livestock. To thrive physically, mentally, and emotionally, these dogs need jobs, they need space in which to do their jobs, and they need owners who understand the breed’s need for hours of challenging activities each day.




  Are you ready to welcome this high-energy dog into your life? Do you have what it takes to keep up with a Border Collie? Before you bring a puppy or adult Border Collie home, take a very close look at your expectations and lifestyle. Your family’s activity level and pastimes should match those of your chosen breed—and if they’re not aligned, you’d do best to consider another breed.
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  Apart from his work, there is not much to be said about the Border Collie.




  —A. Croxton Smith, a leading British canine authority, quoted in Tim Longton and Edward Hart’s book The Sheep Dog, Its Work and Training




  When making your decision, think about the following:




  • What are you planning to do with your dog? If you’re looking for a ranch hand or a companion to herd your sheep or livestock, this could be the dog for you. You still can be a suitable Border Collie owner even if you don’t have flocks to herd, but you must be prepared to be very active with your pet, engaging your Border Collie’s body and mind. If you’re looking for a furry friend who will watch football games on TV with you, another breed may be in order.




  • Do you have room for your dog to roam safely? Do you live on a farm or ranch or have a large backyard? Is your property fenced? If so, then you have space for a Border Collie to stretch his legs. Even if you don’t have land, you can still give your dog the exercise he needs by taking him on challenging trail hikes, for runs on the beach, or for romps on the agility course. He just needs access to places where he can burn off some energy.
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    Border Collies come in virtually every color and coat pattern imaginable. The most common pattern is black with white markings around his collar, on the “stockings,” on the tail tip, and on the face, The only color they can’t be is all white. Experts say that sheep do not respect a white dog as they would a dark-colored one because they mistake the dog for another sheep.


  




  • Is someone at home during the day? Because this breed lives to work, a Border Collie needs mental and physical stimulation provided by a job or an attentive human. A lonely, bored Border Collie can be trouble. If you or your family’s schedule means that no one will be home for extended periods during the day, you should bring your Border Collie to a doggy day care facility or arrange for a dog walker to come by regularly to give your dog exercise, companionship, and bathroom breaks.




  • Do you have the time to dedicate to training? In order for a Border Collie (or any dog, for that matter) to integrate into your household, you’ll need to teach him some basic manners and obedience skills—and practice them regularly. Most Border Collie owners keep up with training throughout their dogs’ lives with agility, obedience, or other types of advanced training.




  • Do you (or your family members) have time to keep up with the daily chores related to your Border Collie’s care? Who will be responsible for feeding and watering the dog? Who will take him outside to go to the bathroom? Who will brush him, take him for daily walks, and be in charge of his training sessions?




  Of course, every family and every situation is different, but in general, a prospective Border Collie owner should be prepared to dedicate a good amount of time to training and being very active with his or her dog.
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  The Border Collie is always up for a game with his favorite person!
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  Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos, and artwork of your favorite breed at Club Border. You can also submit jokes, riddles, and even poetry about Border Collies. Browse through our galleries and see the talent of fellow Border owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Border and click on “Galleries” to get started.




  

    TrueTails




    One Eager Partner




    Paige, a four-year-old Border Collie in Fairfax, Virginia, loves to lend a hand—well, a paw—around the house. Her owner, Lauren Girard, works as a chemist at the Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Veterinary Medicine, so Paige plays house mom.




    Luckily, Paige is a good girl while Girard is away from home.




    “Paige stays at home when I’m at work during the day,” Girard says. “She’s comfortable being alone when I’m gone. When I get home, I usually take her out, and we will either work on training, go to a class together, or have a long play session outside.”




    Girard’s hobby and passion is training her high-IQ pup. Some of the tricks she’s taught Paige include gathering laundry and carrying it to the washing machine in her mouth; putting away groceries by pulling open the refrigerator door using a dish towel hanging from the handle and depositing the food inside; and tucking herself in at night by jumping onto her bed, lying down, grabbing one corner of her blanket, and wrapping herself up like a burrito. Paige even helps Girard with the dishes, passing the dirty plates to Girard while she’s washing them.




    When Girard brought Paige home as a puppy, she enrolled Paige in obedience class, where she took top honors. Before long, Paige had learned how to lie down and roll over, and within weeks, she had mastered tasks such as picking up her toys and putting them in her toy box.




    “Paige is off-the-charts smart and energetic,” Girard says. “It brings me so much joy to have such a bright and eager partner.”
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  Your Border Collie will happily join you in your outdoor activities.




  BORDER COLLIE BASICS
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    This herding dog has it all!




    COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Great Britain




    WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: BC, Collie, Workaholic




    SIZE: Males: 19 to 22 inches, 45 pounds; females:18 to 21 inches, 40 pounds (height measured at shoulder)




    OVERALL APPEARANCE: Medium in size and athletic with a smooth, muscular outline




    COAT: Dense double coat with a coarse top coat; seen in rough and smooth varieties




    COLOR: Solid colors, bicolors, tricolors, merles, and sables are seen in the breed, all with or without white markings, which may have ticking




    PERSONALITY TRAITS: Intelligent, hardworking, athletic, loyal, tenacious, sensitive




    WITH KIDS: Best with older children under supervision and with training; may try to herd younger children




    WITH OTHER ANIMALS: Generally good with supervision




    ENERGY LEVEL: Very high; requires several hours of vigorous daily activity to keep boredom and resultant mischief in check




    GROOMING NEEDS: Daily brushing of the coat and teeth; bathing and nail clipping as needed; regular checks of the eyes and ears




    TRAINABILITY: Very high; the breed responds well to positive training techniques




    LIVING ENVIRONMENT: Does best on a farm or ranch or in a suburban home with a fenced backyard and ample opportunity to exercise




    LIFESPAN: Average 12 to 15 years
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