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            The Garden

         

         
            
               it’s us eyebrow slitted in the archives standing on the corner of here and there living dead as we could ever.

               living like free of air and full of ways to breathe. dead like literally under thames vibing pretty darkly our shades still on because this the night beneath the night.

               the life beneath the living. this the land where streets are paved with cousins.

               we so inherent in this matter.

               every man eating in every kitchen across the city so cross orbital.

               this the last day of summer so we gather our uneaten yams and feed ourselves a liberty.

               we dress up as each other we bear each other’s names. someone says i knew your missus asks if bob’s your uncle—no.

               your uncle’s adam. your mother—adam floating. your cousin—adam bleeding in the masquerade.

               and still there’s more arrivals—they’re greeted with cups of river and given a week to change their names to adam.

               we phone our loved ones. we tell the pregnant we’ve been reading the book and might have found the perfect name.

               so what of tradition.

               this is not our country this is not a country it’s a burned CD and a tracklist we’ve written ourselves. x
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         On 21 September 2001, the torso of a black boy was discovered in the River Thames, near Tower Bridge in central London, clothed only in an orange pair of girls’ shorts. Given the name ‘Adam’ by police officers, the unidentified boy was between four and eight years old. What comes next cannot without a story of water and offering. The sun shines and we gather because the river allows it. Na from clap dem dey enter dance. We enter with, and as, Adam. 4
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            Adam

         

         
            first and foremost thank you to the coast because without the coast how do we move from here to there how does the boy land in germany where an adult maybe a woman buys a pair of orange shorts from woolworths thank you to those who circumcise within the first few days meaning when i look at him at his self i know he is from benin city i know from benin city they took him to hamburg thank you joyce who he was handed over to and who brought him to london who after years said this is ikpomwosa who a year later said actually this is patrick thank you joyce maybe before it all happened you heard the boy coughing and gave him medicine maybe the medicine put him to sleep maybe that’s when thank you for doing what you were told to do maybe telling them to make it quick telling them to start with his neck

             

               thank you ceremony thank you tradition thank you river where he was seen the last time the first thank you to the man who found him thank you orange shorts for covering what shame he had thank you to the men in uniform who named him adam because he was the first they’d seen because all of him was torso was body was ribs because they knew adam was where knowing began
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            Breaking

         

         
            
               looks like it’ll be a rainy week ahead thank you    now the body

               of an unidentified boy aged between four and seven

               was    in the river for up to ten days before a passer by

               noticed    african boy’s stomach included extracts

               of calabar    bean and flecks of gold expert at kew gardens

                   says headless    limbless boy likely to be    nigerian

               growing number have spread throughout the world    coming up

               goat arrested for armed robbery prime minister’s response breaking

               male torso    boy five or six said to be somebody’s

                   son boy assigned most appropriate acceptable name

               after long deliberation    thought to have been in river    ten days

               appeal made to family of girls’ shorts boy’s    body

               walking man who spotted adam to be offered counselling

               suspicious thames river boy behaviour    should be reported

               to authorities    in other news
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