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    About Orville Livingston Leach (1859-1921), inventor, successful patent medicine purveyor, Rhode Island pleasure park owner, and a truly cosmic loon who believed the earth was hollow and the Millennium was near. In his dotage he had a cranky book to prepare, and he sounds like a prime candidate to have been a Lovecraft revision client c.1919-1921.




    He was the youngest son of Elihu Leach and Sarah Lovisa Leach, and was born at Raynham, Mass. In 1886 he married Theresa Walsh but had no children. In the 1896 Providence Directory he was a seller of patent medicines via a remedy company. He was living at Prairie Avenue, Providence — about a mile south of College Hill. He seems to have moved around a lot around the turn of the century, but he is in one genealogy book with a note that he kept… “the Emory House in Providence”.




    This house either took or gave the name to the Order of Emorians, which he founded. This order was originally the Evergreens, a “Life & Longevity League”, and was probably founded in the early or mid 1890s to promote his patent remedies and health regimens? He later became the… “Secretary of the Order of Emorians, Providence Lodge”. There was also an English branch of the Emorians, possibly a franchise for his patent medicines.




    He was also President of the Emorian Marching Band aka Bartlett’s Emorian Concert Band. This band presumably paraded in Emery Park, of which he was the owner from c.1896-1921. Emery Park was a popular recreation ground some four miles SW of Providence, near the New London Turnpike. This Park is mentioned many times as the location for field days and annual outings of local trades federations, employee groups, and the like, in the early decades of the 20th century. Presumably it was landscaped and equipped as a sort of picnic gardens with a parade field, and perhaps with ‘medicinal’ springs and baths etc, serving as a free introduction to his patent cures?




    He was also an inventor, patenting a new type of tyre, an “electrocardiographic electrode device”, and a “medicinal electrode” in 1901…




    “This invention relates to improvements in electrodes for applying electric treatment to increase the vitality in animal bodies to cure diseases, and by supplying force which is adapted for the use of organized bodies to give strength and eradicate microbes and germs by subjecting them to the force which while beneficial to the higher types of organisms will overpower and destroy the disease germs. It is known to scientists that the filaments of nerves are tubular and that the nerve impressions travel with a spiral motion…”




    In 1907 he patented a “Hair growth method and apparatus”, and then a storage battery in 1918. His tyre may have actually had some genuine commercial success, and was at least notable in the industry…




    “THE Boston Herald devotes a page to stating the theory of Orville Livingston Leach, of Auburn, Rhode Island, that the earth is inhabitable in the interior. The name of Mr. Leach, by the way, doubtless is familiar to many of our readers as the inventor of a bicycle tire and of a solid rubber automobile tire, but it would appear that he is no less interested in making his cosmic theory known than in developing his tires.” (India Rubber World, Dec 1907).
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    Here’s a similar report from The New Enterprise (Florida) June 04, 1908…
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    Although some of the tire profits may have been taken in legal costs…




    “The Emery Tire Co. (Providence, Rhode Island) have filed a suit for $20,000 damages against Orville L. Leach, the inventor of the cushion vehicle tire which they are exploiting, on the ground that, contrary to his agreement with the company, he has not admitted them to an interest in a patent for an improvement of the tire…” (India Rubber World, 1902)
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    In his final years he aspired to publish his fringe beliefs. Here is the cover of his loon-tastic 84-page “handbook of the Millennium” The White Spark (1920)…
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    A “Books Received” notice in Reedy’s Mirror suggests The White Spark was circulated to newspapers with additional pamphlets…




    “The White Spark and Two Pamphlets by Orville Livingston Leach. Providence, Rhode Island : Rhode Island Scientific Research Association . A new philosophy which claims to give a key to the universe.”




    It’s a hilariously loony book, and if Lovecraft did revise it he may have been chuckling to himself the whole time. 




    The Rhode Island Scientific Research Association seems to have been incorporated c.1912, presumably by Leach, and has left almost no trace. I’d suspect it was just a pamphlet imprint for his patent medicine promotional materials and cranky pamphlets? 




    “a corporation, under the name of Rhode Island Scientific Research Association, for the purpose of the investigation, discovery, elucidation, and dissemination of science…” etc.




    Leach died in late 1921, and his Emery Park died with him…




    “…on December 31, 1921 the local papers announced the death of Orville L. Leach, owner and operator of Emery Park for over a quarter of a century, and Emery Park seems not to have been able to survive him.” (Gladys W. Brayton, Other ways and other days, p.103).
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    This book is called The White Spark as the white spark or vacuum cell in Nature IS THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD—it is a ubiquitous principle of the universe and is the cause and parent of electricity, combustion, radium, snow-flakes, flowers, trees, leaves, crystallization, wireless telegraphy, animal forms and EVEN LIFE ITSELF.




    This book is the key to every department of human endeavor, as it enunciates the basic principle and THE PRIME MOVER of the universe.




    It tells the road to health, the cause and cure of disease, the truth about the germ humbug and drug treatments, serums and antitoxins.




    It shows why luminosity is produced on the flesh of various organisms, why a slice of pollock when first iced, then heated to 100 degrees and then thrust into a temperature of 50 degrees becomes luminous.




    It shows the farmer that he can become a magician of agriculture—tells that the nitrogen of the air is only a dust of quartz rocks, like the invisible moisture of the air is "a dust of water"—that the nodules on the roots of the clover and legumes do not abstract nitrogen from the air, for if they did nature would have placed these bacteriological growths on the vine and not the root, the scientists have the cart before the horse in this case and the nodular cells form the proteids from sand or silica, this book tells how it is done.




    It tells what a trance is and how the soul can leave the body temporarily.




    How JESUS CHRIST is carrying out the biblical prophesy by TELEPATHY.




    Gives the truths about the ideal society, alcohol, drunkenness, causes of crime, longevity and law.




    It shows why milk from the cow at 100 degrees of temperature if suddenly cooled to 50 degrees by the small stream process will keep long and remain free from bacteria—how radioactivity kills the germs of fermentation and prevents ptomaine poisoning and why out door livers or moderately working farmers are the centennarians.




    Gives the statistics to prove the evils of alcohol and fast living.




    Shows that all force even gravity is a radioactive emanation from the white sparks and that universal gravitation is a vagary, that the planets move on orbits which are RIBBONS OF FORCE like the gulf stream.




    The author is the man who converted the great scientists to the idea that matter was simply "A HOLE IN THE ETHER" and that the ether was the real and only element in the universe.




    This proves the truth of the biblical statement, that God made the world out of nothing, and that matter is simply spirit in motion.




    This book shows how all the conditions of crime react upon us, that physiology and rectitude are interdependent and although you do not go to hell, yet hell will come to you if you transgress the laws of God and Nature.




    It shows the power of mind over the body and that the religion of Jesus is not a fluke to satisfy a whim but is a great commercial like business. There is no vicarious atonement in Nature, She does not bandy and has no favorites, you get what you pay for, She keeps no books but has an automatic adjustment which regulates accounts as you go along and marks your soul for the future as well.




    This book advocates churches and pastors or teachers who are God's Noblemen and it advocates THEOCRATIC DEMOCRACY for if you love God and your neighbor you are the CORRECT LAW.




    But you can never overrule the law that your temper, rage, cruelty and vindictiveness will be uncontrollable as long as you use tobacco, alcohol and meats, and WAR WILL NOT BE ANNIHILATED UNTIL YOU REFORM YOUR DIET AND HABITS. "Abstinence begets spirituality—dissipation crime", and yourself, your wife, children, associates, animals and humanity suffer—you have misapprehensions, moroseness and misery.




    War is the result of selfishness, greed, graft, ignorance and animalism and it advocates education of the individual to the end that he shall combine and amalgamate his power with his fellow citizen, when he can control WAR and government.




    This book shows that diffusion of light and the freezing of water into ice is from one white spark radiating "high frequency" straight cold rays against its warm neighboring molecule and causing it to become a white spark itself, it gives "contagion," it shows that the ether or spirit gives "contagious transmission of ideas."




    It explains MONISM as being correct and that there is but one God.




    It explains that all of the material of a combustive nature Naturally is censored by going to the intestines, and here it is emulsified and coated with an incombustive coat of albumen, if an oil and if starch is turned into sugar which in turn is changed to an oily substance in the liver later and this is subsequently emulsified for eligibility to the blood, but alcohol, essential oils and the organic bases sneak into the blood surreptitiously, therefore "medicine" is not food, there may be times when a stimulant is a pathological aid and the germs often make a stimulant in the body to help over a bad condition, as when the system contains useless material which is a load on the organs or when minerals or "humors" embalm the system, but only a limited amount is a medicine, any more is a poison, these cases are anomalies and under proper conditions are transgressions of Nature.
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EARTH HOLLOW.

Professor Revives Old Theory of En-
trance at Roiss.

Under New York City, a few thou-
sand miles, more or less, there's a land
where there are mo Rocekfellers, no
rallroad rebate guestions and no base-

ball tail according to Dr.
ville M scientist and
Investigat '0 get to this place,

which 15 a land of great beauty, you
Bave but to sall to ome or the other
of the poles, and quite without know-
ing it your ship may go Into an open-
ing as if into a gaslight giobe and
come upon a convex land. Once there
it may be that you'll never come back.
The professor doesn't say much about
that

Arette explorers who have never re-
tursed from the land of ice, mayhap,
are mow salling around io the sea
that lnes the inner side of the earth.
They may bave found a gort and
dropped anchor and gone ashore.

Prot. [l 'ooks some like Prof.
“Tody” Hamilton, the dircus word-wiz-
ard. Like Hamilton, he s very sincere.
He talks carnestly and with enthusi-
asm

“The possibilities of a land Inside
the earth was first brought to my a!
tention when | picked up a geode on
the shores of the grest lakes. The
geode Is a spherical and apparently
solld stone, but when broken is found
to be hollow and coated with crystal:
The earth is only & larger form o
geode, and the law that created the
geode in its hollow form undoubtedly
fashicned the earth In the same way.

“Dr. Kane, the arctle explorer, found
evidences of animal life that could not
be accounted for. These, 1 am con-
vinced, came from the unexplored
country, reached only from the poles,
whence come the northern lights.

Undergraduates of Brown univer-
sity, with a sclentific turn of mind,
Qnd time to drop In at Prof. Leach’
They are always cordlally recelved and |
sent away with something to think
aboat.
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