
        
            [image: Cover]
        

    

    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Fear the Walking Dead



Wikipedia contributors

9788026856870

3117

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Fear the Walking Dead is an American post-apocalyptic horror drama television series created by Robert Kirkman and Dave Erickson, that premiered on AMC on August 23, 2015. It is a companion series and prequel to The Walking Dead, which is based on the comic book series of the same name by Robert Kirkman, Tony Moore, and Charlie Adlard. The first season consists of six episodes. The second season, comprising 15 episodes, premiered on April 10, 2016. On April 15, 2016, AMC announced the series had been renewed for a 16-episode third season, which premiered on June 4, 2017. In April 2017, AMC renewed the series for a fourth season and announced that Andrew Chambliss and Ian Goldberg would replace the departing Dave Erickson as showrunners. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 227 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Quantico (TV Series)



Wikipedia contributors

9788026862017

3163

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Quantico is an American drama thriller series that premiered on ABC on September 27, 2015. The series was created by Joshua Safran and was produced by ABC Studios. Mark Gordon and Safran serve as executive producers. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 175 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Gotham (TV Series)



Wikipedia contributors

9788026857198

6299

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Crescenzo Notarile This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 423 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Outlander (TV Series)



Wikipedia contributors

9788026856689

4794

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Outlander is a British-American television drama series based on the historical time travel Outlander series of novels by Diana Gabaldon. Developed by Ronald D. Moore and produced by Sony Pictures Television and Left Bank Pictures for Starz, the show premiered on August 9, 2014. It stars Caitriona Balfe as Claire Randall, a married World War II nurse who in 1945 finds herself transported back to the Scotland of 1743, where she encounters the dashing Highland warrior Jamie Fraser (Sam Heughan) and becomes embroiled in the Jacobite risings. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 366 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Peaky Blinders (TV series)






Peaky Blinders is a British television crime drama based upon the exploits of the Peaky Blinders gang, operating in Birmingham[image: External link], England, during the aftermath of the First World War. The series was created by Steven Knight and produced by Caryn Mandabach Productions and Tiger Aspect Productions. The series centres around and stars Cillian Murphy as Tommy Shelby, the gang's leader, and Sam Neill as a commissioned detective tasked with the suppression of the gang.[1]

The first series aired on BBC Two on 13 September 2013 and ran for six episodes. The second series premiered on 2 October 2014. The third series premiered on 5 May 2016.[2]

On 26 May 2016, the BBC announced that they had ordered a fourth and fifth series of the show.[3] Series 4 will probably be released late 2017.[4]



TOP
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 Premise




Peaky Blinders is a gangster family epic set in Birmingham[image: External link], England in 1919, just after the First World War. The story centres on the Romani/Irish Peaky Blinders gang and their ambitious and highly cunning boss Tommy Shelby (played by Cillian Murphy). The gang comes to the attention of Chief Inspector Major Chester Campbell (played by Sam Neill), a detective in the Royal Irish Constabulary sent over by Winston Churchill from Belfast, where he had been sent to clean up the city of the Irish Republican Army (IRA), communists, gangs and common criminals.[5][6] Winston Churchill (played by Andy Nyman in series 1 and Richard McCabe[image: External link] in series 2) charged him with suppressing disorder and uprising in Birmingham and recovering a stolen cache of arms meant to be shipped to Libya.[7][8][9]

The second series is set two years after the first and sees the Shelby family expand their criminal organization in the "South and North [of London[image: External link]] while maintaining a stronghold in their Birmingham heartland."[10] It begins in 1921 and ends with a climax at Epsom racecourse on Derby Day in June 1922.

Series three is set two years after Series two, in 1924. It follows Tommy and his family as they enter an even more dangerous world as they once again expand, this time, internationally. Internet-based film and TV news company Screen Rant said


The season revolves around the notion of social classes and empires, and how they rise and fall with a startling sort of predictability. As the show suggests, over time, empires become too big, too corrupt, and too complicated to sustain themselves and eventually, they collapse. …[T]he series expresses its fears of expansion by teaching Tommy a powerful lesson about the other sharks skulking around in criminal waters – especially when those criminals are the ones involved in governmental plots with massive geopolitical implications. Essentially, Peaky Blinders embarked on a fish out of water story by moving outside its own comfort zone and taking the risk of expanding too much and too quickly. There are times when that risk appears to have paid off[.][11]



Series three also added such talents as: Paddy Considine as Father John Hughes; Alexander Siddig[image: External link] as Ruben Oliver, a painter whom Polly enlists to paint her portrait; Gaite Jansen as Russian Grand Duchess Tatiana Petrovna; and Kate Phillips as Linda Shelby, wife of Arthur.
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 Cast
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 Main





	
Cillian Murphy as Tommy Shelby (Series 1–): The overall leader of the Peaky Blinders, and brother of Arthur, John, Ada, and Finn Shelby. Tommy served in World War I with the rank of Sergeant Major and was decorated for bravery. His experiences in World War I left him disillusioned and beset with ongoing nightmares.

	
Sam Neill as C.I. (later Major) Chester Campbell (Series 1–2): An Ulster Protestant Irish Major drafted from Belfast to locate and recover a missing consignment of Lewis guns accidentally stolen by the Peaky Blinders. Campbell was illustrious for his work in ridding Belfast of its gang elements. Campbell also had developed a vendetta against the Peaky Blinders, in particular, Tommy Shelby, and vowed to destroy Tommy and the Peaky Blinders.

	
Helen McCrory as Polly (Elizabeth[12]) Gray, née Shelby (Series 1–): The aunt of Tommy and his siblings, and treasurer of the Peaky Blinders. She led the organisation when Tommy, Arthur, and John were fighting in World War I. Polly's two children, Anna and Michael, were taken away from her as infants. In series 2, Polly reunites with her son but learns her daughter had died.

	
Paul Anderson as Arthur Shelby, Jr. (Series 1–): The oldest Shelby sibling and the bulldog of the family. Arthur owns The Garrison. He also suffers from severe shell-shock or PTSD from his experiences in the war, and suffers from violent outbursts, constant mood swings, and attempts at suicide. Arthur is one of the leaders of the Peaky Blinders.

	
Annabelle Wallis as Grace Shelby née Burgess (Series 1–3): A former undercover agent and Ulster Protestant Irish woman working with Chester Campbell. She was undercover as a barmaid at The Garrison.

	
Sophie Rundle as Ada Thorne, née Shelby (Series 1–): The Shelby brothers' only sister. Ada is the only sibling not involved with the Peaky Blinders. She had a son with Freddie Thorne, whom she named Karl (named after Karl Marx).

	
Joe Cole as John Shelby (Series 1–): The third youngest Shelby. He's a World War I veteran and is one of the Peaky Blinders' leaders.

	
Tom Hardy as Alfie Solomons (Series 2–): The leader of a Jewish gang, in Camden Town. He is violent and unpredictable, but intelligent. Solomons runs a distillery disguised as a bakery.

	
Iddo Goldberg as Freddie Thorne (Series 1): A known communist. Freddie fought in the Great War as a sergeant, alongside Tommy. He saved Tommy's life. Currently a semi-rival of Tommy and the Peaky Blinders. In a romantic relationship with Ada Shelby.

	
Noah Taylor[image: External link] as Derby Sabini, a member of an Italian gang. (Series 2)

	
Charlotte Riley as May Carleton, a wealthy widow who owns racehorses. (Series 2)

	
Aimee-Ffion Edwards as Esme Shelby, née Lee (Series 1–): John Shelby's wife. Esme married John as part of a deal between the Peaky Blinders and the Lees (a Gypsy family) to form a partnership.

	
Finn Cole as Michael Gray (Series 2–): Polly's biological son.

	
Natasha O'Keeffe as Lizzie Starke (Series 1–): A former prostitute who works for Tommy as his secretary.

	
Ned Dennehy[image: External link] as Charlie Strong (Series 1–): Owner of a boatyard and an uncle figure to Tommy.

	
Tony Pitts[image: External link] as Sergeant/Inspector Moss (Series 1–): Policeman on Peaky Blinders pay roll.

	
Ian Peck as Curly (Series 1–): Assistant to Charlie Strong.

	
Charlie Creed-Miles as Billy Kimber (Series 1)

	
Paddy Considine as Father John Hughes (Series 3): A Father working with Section D (The Economic League) in the British government.

	
Alexander Siddig[image: External link] as Ruben Oliver (Series 3): A portrait artist.

	
Aidan Gillen as William Wilson (Series 4): An American agent tasked with infiltrating Alfie Solomon's gang to rescue the doctor.

	
Adrien Brody as TBA (Series 4): TBA

	
Charlie Murphy as TBA (Series 4): TBA
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 Recurring





	
Alfie Evans-Meese as Finn Shelby (Series 1)

	
Harry Kirton as Finn Shelby (Series 2-)

	
Andy Nyman as Winston Churchill (Series 1)

	
Richard McCabe[image: External link] as Winston Churchill (Series 2)

	
Benjamin Zephaniah as Jeremiah Jesus (Series 1–)

	
David Dawson as Roberts (Series 1)

	
Neil Bell[image: External link] as Harry Fenton (Series 1)

	
Lobo Chan as Mr Zhang (Series 1)

	
Samuel Edward-Cook as Danny "Whizz-Bang" Owen (Series 1)

	
Sam Hazeldine[image: External link] as Georgie Sewell (Series 2)

	
Adam El Hagar as Ollie (Series 2)

	
Jordan Bolger as Isaiah (Series 2–3)

	
Stephanie Hyam[image: External link] as Charlotte Morgan (Series 3)
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 Production




Peaky Blinders was created by Steven Knight, directed by Otto Bathurst, and produced by Katie Swinden. The writers are listed as Steven Knight, David Leland[image: External link], Stephen Russell and Toby Finlay.[13]

The series was filmed in Birmingham[image: External link], Bradford, Dudley, Leeds[image: External link], Liverpool and Port Sunlight.[14] Railway sequences were filmed between Keighley and Damems, using carriages from the Ingrow Museum of Rail Travel (owned by Vintage Carriages Trust[15]) and carriages owned by the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Trust.[16]. Many of the scenes for the show were shot at the Black Country Living Museum.[17]

Sam Neill enlisted the help of Northern Irish actors James Nesbitt and Liam Neeson to help him perfect a Northern Irish accent for the role of C.I. Campbell. In the end, he had to tone down the accent since the series is being marketed in the United States.[18]

Controversially the production did not hire linguists to assist in the show, leading to the gypsies frequently speaking broken Romanian (as opposed to Romani) until season three.
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 Second series




A second series was commissioned shortly after the broadcast of the first and aired in the autumn of 2014.[19] On 11 January 2014, auditions were held in Digbeth area of Birmingham (near where parts of the series are set) for white and mixed race teenage male extras, resulting in lengthy queues.[20][21]
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 Third series




Shortly after the final episode of the second series, the show announced via its official Twitter account that it had been renewed for a third series.[22] On 5 October 2015, the official Peaky Blinders Twitter account announced that filming had begun for Series 3.[23] Filming wrapped on 22 January 2016, after 78 days of shooting.[24][25]
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 Future of Peaky Blinders




During the initial broadcast of series three, BBC Two renewed the Peaky Blinders for Series 4 and 5. Both 4 and 5 will follow suit for 6 episodes each.[26] Creator and writer Steven Knight will return to write every episode of Series 4 and 5. Cillian Murphy has also confirmed his return for both series. The rest of the main cast are expected to return. Filming for series 4 started in March 2017, and is rumoured for a possible late-2017 release. It was announced that Charlotte Riley is returning as May Carleton, and Adrien Brody and Aiden Gillen have been cast as new characters.
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 US distribution




On 24 September 2014, it was announced that Netflix had acquired exclusive US distribution rights from the Weinstein Company and Endemol. The entirety of season 1 became available for streaming on 30 September 2014; season 2 launched in November 2014.[27] Season 3 was made available 31 May 2016.[28] Due to licensing restrictions, however, most of the show's original soundtrack is not available on the Netflix-distributed version of the series.[29]
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 Series 1






	#
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	UK viewers

(millions)[30]



	1
	"Episode 1"
	Otto Bathurst
	Steven Knight
	12 September 2013
	3.05



	Following the Great War in 1919, the Peaky Blinders, led by Thomas Shelby, appropriates a consignment of guns which have been stolen from the local arms factory. Inspector Campbell has been brought from Belfast to Birmingham[image: External link] by Winston Churchill to find and retrieve the guns. Aunt Polly urges Thomas to return the guns to avoid trouble, but Thomas feels that he can use the guns to his advantage. In addition, Thomas is having trouble getting his brother Arthur to agree with him about fixing horse races. Arthur believes that it will cause trouble with kingpin Billy Kimber, who runs the races. Arthur and Thomas's sister Ada is involved with Freddy Thorne, a communist and Thomas' former best friend. Barmaid Grace starts working at the bar. Unbeknownst to the Peaky Blinders, she has been placed in Birmingham by Inspector Campbell to help find the guns.



	2
	"Episode 2"
	Otto Bathurst
	Steven Knight
	19 September 2013
	2.45



	Thomas, Arthur and John meet up with the Lees, a family of travelers to look at a horse. The Lees insult the Peaky Blinders and a fight breaks out. Afterwards, the Lees send Thomas a bullet with his name on it. Thomas tries to make an alliance with Billy Kimber so he can legalise the Shelby gambling ring. Thomas meets with Inspector Campbell, and tells him, if the Peaky Blinders are left alone, then Thomas will return the guns and Campbell will be a hero, but if the Inspector interferes with his plans, Thomas will send the guns to the IRA. Freddy has left town, but Aunt Polly and Ada realise Ada is pregnant with Freddy Thorne's baby.



	3
	"Episode 3"
	Otto Bathurst
	Steven Knight
	26 September 2013
	2.20



	Ada and Freddy marry, and Aunt Polly gives them money to leave the country. Despite Thomas' best efforts to keep the guns a secret, it seems that people keep finding out about them, including two IRA members. Grace overhears them trying to blackmail Thomas and follows one of them, but he attacks her. Grace manages to fight her attacker off by shooting him in self defense. Thomas warns Kimber that Lee's people will once again rob Kimber's bookies at the races. Thomas brings Grace as his date to Cheltenham races in an attempt to distract Kimber as well as convince him that he should hire the Blinders as his security. Kimber agrees if he can have some time alone with Grace, Thomas agrees. At the last minute, Thomas has a change of heart and claims that Grace is actually a prostitute with 'the clap' (syphilis). Freddy decides Thomas is not going to scare him off and returns.



	4
	"Episode 4"
	Tom Harper
	Steven Knight, Stephen Russell
	3 October 2013
	2.31



	Thomas has made the business legitimate by obtaining a betting licence. Although he doesn't quite trust her, and is suspicious of her, Thomas hires Grace as his secretary. John calls the family together to tell them he has decided his four children need a mother, and he has decided he wants to marry Lizzie, a local prostitute. Thomas disapproves because he doesn't think Lizzie has given up her former profession. The Lees rob the Shelbys' house while the family is out. Thomas decides to call a truce with the Lee family so that he can have an ally against Billy Kimber and marries John to Lees' daughter Esme to consummate the agreement. Ada comes to the wedding, but goes into labour soon after. Freddy tries to come to see the new baby, but gets arrested when he shows up.



	5
	"Episode 5"
	Tom Harper
	Steven Knight, Toby Finlay
	10 October 2013
	2.03



	Believing Thomas betrayed Freddy, Ada does not want to see or speak to her family. Although Arthur Sr. (Tommy Flanagan[image: External link]) deserted the family a decade ago, he comes back into town. Thomas wants nothing to do with him, but Arthur Jr. believes he has changed and wants to do anything to help him, including opening up hotels in America. However, Arthur Sr. takes off with the money Arthur Jr. gave him. When Arthur Jr. finally tracks his father down, Arthur Sr. admits he never had any plans and felt that the Shelby family owed him. An IRA member starts inquiring about the man Grace killed. Grace and Thomas kill the other IRA members. Now in love with Thomas, Grace tells Inspector Campbell, if she gives him the location of the guns, he has to leave Thomas and his family alone. She suspects the guns are buried in a false grave after discovering that Danny Whizz-Bang is not really dead, but in London on business for the Shelby family. Grace gives up the location to Inspector Campbell, and resigns service to the crown. As she has resigned, and the guns found, with the exception of one, Inspector Campbell proposes marriage, which Grace rejects.



	6
	"Episode 6"
	Tom Harper
	Steven Knight
	17 October 2013
	2.24



	The Peaky Blinders, led by Danny Whizz-Bang spring Freddy from gaol/jail, Winston Churchill believes Grace should receive some commendation for her part in finding the missing guns. Inspector Campbell finds out Grace has been with Thomas. Polly meets with Grace, and tells her she knows her secret. Polly says that while Thomas may forgive Grace, Polly never will. Thomas has gathered the Peaky Blinders and the Lees to take on Kimber's men at the tracks, but Kimber has caught wind of it, and while the Peaky Blinders and the Lees are on their way to the races, catches the Shelbys off guard and outnumbered by confronting them at home. Freddy brings out the missing gun, but Ada jumps in the middle of the shoot out trying to bring peace. Kimber fires off at the Peaky Blinders, injuring Tommy and killing Danny Whizz-Bang. Tommy in turn shoots Kimber dead. Tommy meets Grace and she tells him she loves him and will go to London for a few days; she has an idea how they can be together. In the last sequence, Tommy flips a coin to decide if he will go with Grace to New York or stay in England. As this happens, Campbell confronts Grace at the train station and points his pistol at her. As the scene fades, there is a gunshot.
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 Series 2






	#
	Title
	Directed by
	Screenplay and Story Written by
	Original air date
	UK viewers

(millions)[30]



	1 (7)
	"Episode 1"
	Colm McCarthy
	Steven Knight
	2 October 2014
	2.31



	Peaky Blinders picks up two years later, in 1921. A brief recap of the end of the 1st Series shows us that Grace is actually the one who shoots Campbell. She then leaves as Campbell lies in his own blood. The Garrison has been blown up while the family is attending Freddy Thorne's funeral. Tommy tries to get Ada to come back home as he is planning an expansion to London. Tommy goes to the Black Lion to confront those who he thinks blew up the Garrison. Instead he's taken to meet with some rivals and given a proposition requiring him to murder someone. Tommy is informed that Campbell, now a major, is returning to Birmingham. The Shelby family has a meeting regarding the expansion of the bookies business but John's wife Esme has reservations regarding the dangerous turf wars in London. Tommy, Arthur and John decide to get familiar with the London scene, but are not welcome at Darby Sabini's club. Polly visits a medium for information on her children that were taken from her. Esme finds out, but Polly swears her to secrecy. Tommy hires Lizzie as his secretary. In retaliation for what happened at Mr. Sabini's club, he has his thugs kidnap and attempt to rape Ada, as well as beat Tommy. Major Campbell steps in before Darby Sabini's men can finish off Tommy.



	2 (8)
	"Episode 2"
	Colm McCarthy
	Steven Knight
	9 October 2014
	2.18



	Major Campbell visits Tommy in the hospital and discloses to him that he knows about the murder Tommy committed on behalf of the Irish. Tommy leaves the hospital against orders, and asks his Uncle Charlie take him via boat down to London. Tommy meets with Alfie Solomons, a difficult man who runs a Jewish gang in Camden Town. Tommy has a hard time convincing Alfie that he should go into business with the Peaky Blinders. Tommy tracks down Ada, and buys her a house as a means of laundering money. He also buys Polly a house. Esme has told Tommy about Polly trying to track down her children. Tommy tells Polly her daughter is dead, but he has managed to track down her son. Unfortunately, due to the law, Polly is unable to track down her son until he is 18 years of age. Arthur's flashbacks from the war are getting worse, and during one, he kills a boy during a boxing match. After the reopening of the Garrison, Polly's son, Michael shows up on her doorstep.



	3 (9)
	"Episode 3"
	Colm McCarthy
	Steven Knight
	16 October 2014
	2.20



	The Shelby brothers hire the Digbeth Kid, a neighborhood boy who loves cowboy movies, to get stood up for gambling to help the local cops meet their arrest quota. While in gaol/jail, Sabini's thugs murder the Digbeth Kid to get back at the Peaky Blinders for their intrusion on his turf. Polly and Michael try to get to know each other. Tommy and John meet with Billy, of the Black Country Boys, who fought with them in the war. Tommy tells Billy to round up his men for them to go to work in Camden Town for Alfie Solomons. Michael requests that Tommy gives him a job. Arthur is threatened by the mother of the boy he killed. Tommy tells Major Campbell that the officers played a joke on him and have boarded him in a house that is owned by a not-so-former Madam. The Shelby boys and Michael go to the auction to purchase a horse, and meet horse trainer May Carleton.



	4 (10)
	"Episode 4"
	Colm McCarthy
	Steven Knight
	23 October 2014
	2.06



	Tommy meets with his Irish handlers, only to find out they are backed by Major Campbell and the Crown. They order another hit, but Tommy turns them down. Arthur and boys attack one of Sabini's clubs. Tommy hires May Carleton to train his horse. Tommy wants to export the whisky to America and Canada who are currently under prohibition. Arthur's cocaine habit is starting to get out of control. Tommy tells him to straighten up or he's going to replace him with John. Tommy goes to visit Ada and finds out she has a lodger named James. James is an artist, but Ada explains to Tommy, James is not interested in women. Tommy tells Ada he has set up a trust fund for John's children and her son, Karl. Alfie Solomons and Darby Sabini meet and patch up their differences. Michael and his new friend Isaiah, Jeremiah Jesus' son, try to drink in a bar, but get into a fight because they don't want a black man drinking at the bar. Michael and Isaiah return to the Garrison, but when John and Arthur find out that the Shelby name was disrespected, they round up Jeremiah and burn the bar.



	5 (11)
	"Episode 5"
	Colm McCarthy
	Steven Knight
	30 October 2014
	2.10



	A bloody sacrificial goat of an episode, as Jewish gangster Alfie Solomons hosts a Passover seder and invites jovially unaware Arthur and some of his men; who are soon equally slaughtered and has Arthur sent to prison. Major Campbell further unfurls his vast tentacles of power, and has Michael arrested too for good measure. Meanwhile Sabini and the now gruesomely scarred Mario take back control of the Eden Club. Tommy finds his fledgling empire crumbling before him, as his power-base in London is obliterated. Tommy struggles to save his family and regain the upper hand, as the tentative Black Country/Brum alliance is in tatters after the untimely death of Billy Kitchen. Tommy further complicates his love life, by escorting the returning Grace to a passionate date, though still stringing May along, who had earlier expressed her feelings for him. Having slept with Tommy, Grace admits being in London with her husband procuring fertility specialists. The villainous Campbell extracts a devastating sacrifice from Polly in exchange for her son's freedom. One which Michael is unlikely to understand or appreciate once discovered. Tommy attempts to end his romantic relationship with May, though still wants her to continue training his horse.



	6 (12)
	"Episode 6"
	Colm McCarthy
	Steven Knight
	6 November 2014
	2.24



	Tommy decides to settle all his affairs in case he meets an untimely death. He also meets with Alfie Solomons regarding business contracts. Alfie gets Arthur out of prison. Derby Day has arrived. Polly tries to pay off Michael to get him to leave. Tommy collects the Peaky Blinders and gives them their mission at the races. Without firing a shot, they are to collect and burn the licences of Derby Sabini's bookies and steal the bets. Tommy runs into Grace who informs him she's pregnant. Tommy tells her after the race, they will talk. Tommy completes his mission for Major Campbell, but at Lizzie's expense. Major Campbell's men from Northern Ireland, members of the Ulster Volunteer Force, kidnap Tommy and take him to an empty field while Aunt Polly meets with Major Campbell and shoots him. Michael decides he wants in on the family business.
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 Series 3






	#
	Title
	Directed by
	Screenplay and Story Written by
	Original air date
	UK viewers

(millions)[30]



	1 (13)
	"Episode 1"
	Tim Mielants
	Steven Knight
	5 May 2016
	2.95



	The series picks up two years later, in 1924, with Thomas Shelby’s wedding to Grace Burgess. The Shelby family and their kin have been invited, as well as Grace’s family. Composed of cavalrymen, Irish members of the British Army, Grace's family dismays the Shelby family, due to the cavalry's late arrival on the battlefield during the war. The Peaky Blinders have a meeting in the kitchen, where Thomas, in a state of stress, orders the men to be on their best behaviour. Meanwhile, a refugee from Russia, named Anton Kaledin, makes contact with the Peaky Blinders, offering the code "Constantine" as confirmation for the money-exchange meeting with the young Duchess Tatiana Petrovna (Gaite Jansen). Thomas informs her that Kaledin provided the wrong code name, meaning the man must be killed. Arthur confides in Thomas, not wanting to do the job they must carry out, but Thomas tells him they have no choice, or else Tommy will hang. In the end, Arthur kills the impostor.



	2 (14)
	"Episode 2"
	Tim Mielants
	Steven Knight
	12 May 2016
	2.43



	Thomas goes to the Lanchester Factory to inspect armoured vehicles, which are part of a business deal between him and Father John Hughes. After their meeting, Thomas visits the Ritz Hotel to meet with Mr. Romanov, who pays him, with a sapphire, for murdering Kaledin. Arthur and John Shelby meet with Vicente Changretta, who demands an explanation for the burning down of his son’s restaurant. John ignores his questions, threatens him, and after Vincent publicly vows to murder him, John beats and cuts Angel Changretta. During a family meeting with the Shelbys, Thomas sides with John, to the surprise of Arthur and Polly. At the Shelby Parlour, Thomas is taken into a prison cell by London coppers and is greeted by Father Hughes. Hughes tells Thomas he will kill Charlie if Tommy visits his sister Ada again, due to her communist connections and that he has easy access to his family. Thomas heads home and finds a card under his son's pillow, which reads: "Charles Shelby - R.I.P.". During a conversation with Grace about the Shelby Charity Foundation dinner, Thomas gives her the sapphire, which she wears at the event. Father Hughes and Patrick Jarvis meet with Thomas, informing him that the Russians want to inspect the vehicles. Later, Tatiana tells Thomas the sapphire Grace is wearing was cursed by a gypsy. Thomas attempts to get Grace to take off the necklace, telling her he cannot have anything bad happen to her. A man enters and shouts "For Angel!", shooting Grace in the upper chest. The Peaky Blinders brutally beat the man and the event turns to chaos as Thomas shouts for an ambulance.



	3 (15)
	"Episode 3"
	Tim Mielants
	Steven Knight
	19 May 2016
	2.20



	Following Grace's funeral, Thomas calls a meeting with Aunt Polly and Michael, and gives them a list of things to do for their "legitimate" business. Afterwards, Arthur and John are ushered in. Thomas tells them to retrieve Vicente Changretta alive and shoot Changretta's wife, but the two are reluctant to murder her. During a family meeting, the Shelbys realise that Thomas has gone, having left a note behind that he’ll be back in a few days. Elsewhere, Thomas is heading to Wales with the sapphire necklace. There, he confers with a gypsy, whom he asks whether the sapphire is cursed. Leaving the necklace with the woman, he’s able to return home with some sense of normalcy. In the meantime, Arthur and John have procured Changretta, who Thomas threatens to torture, but Arthur shoots in the head as an act of mercy. Back at the mansion, following her help in finding the Soviet informant in the Economic League, Thomas invites Ada to head the family's future office in America. Armed with the name of the informant, Thomas interrupts a meal hosted by the Grand Duchess Izabella Petrovna and secretly alerts her of the information he has acquired. Princess Tatiana sees Thomas to his car, and he tells her that Hughes is the one betraying them to the Soviets and offers to kill him, free of charge.



	4 (16)
	"Episode 4"
	Tim Mielants
	Steven Knight
	26 May 2016
	2.19



	Easter 1924. Tommy is seriously injured in a failed attempt to murder the priest, Father John Hughes. He discovers the actual intent of the robbery and realizes his family will lose.



	5 (17)
	"Episode 5"
	Tim Mielants
	Steven Knight
	2 June 2016
	2.24



	Three months later, Tommy has recovered and the planned massive heist involving the Russians is drawing near. Michael reveals that he too, wishes to kill the priest, Father Hughes. Tommy enlists the Peaky Blinders' old antagonist Alfie Solomons in a plot to rob the Russians.



	6 (18)
	"Episode 6"
	Tim Mielants
	Steven Knight
	9 June 2016
	2.27



	Thomas's son, Charlie, is kidnapped. Father Hughes reveals to Thomas that he knows about his subterfuge, including the tunnel into the Russian vault and sabotaging the train bombing plot. He demands the jewels as payment and for Thomas himself blow up the train - which must kill six people, in exchange for the safe return of his son. Thomas agrees unconditionally. After some investigation he discovers that Alfie Solomons divulged the plans to Father Hughes. During a confrontation Michael kills Alfie's associate, but Thomas cannot bring himself to kill Alfie. Thomas figures out where Charlie is being held and sends Michael to retrieve him and kill Father Hughes. At the same time Arthur and John set off to carry out the train bombing in case Michael can't rescue Charlie in time. Even though Michael is successful, word doesn't reach the Shelbys in time, and the train is blown up. Meanwhile, Thomas frantically completes the tunnel and blasts into the Russian's vault, stealing several jewels and a valuable Fabergé egg. With his son safe, he meets with Grand Duchess Tatiana, who has been in on the jewel heist the whole time, and plans on taking her share to Vienna[image: External link]. Thomas returns home to distribute the remaining loot to his accomplices, but at the end of the meeting announces the police are at the residence to arrest everyone. The Peaky Blinders and Shelby family are taken away in handcuffs.
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 Reception




The reception for Peaky Blinders was largely positive, with notable praise for its writing, acting, visual style, and stylish cinematography. David Renshaw of The Guardian summarised the series to be a "riveting, fast-paced tale of post-first world war Birmingham gangsters", praising Murphy as the "ever-so-cool Tommy Shelby" and the rest of the cast for their "powerful performances."[31] Sarah Compton of The Telegraph gave the series a 4/5 rating, praising the show for its originality and "taking all of our expectations and confounding them."[32] Alex Fletcher from Digital Spy believes that "Peaky Blinders has started as sharp as a dart,"[33] while Den of Geek called the series "the most intelligent, stylish and engrossing BBC drama in ages."[34] Cult TV Times critic Hugh David said that the show "warrants the billing" by "managing to tick several ratings boxes – period drama, gangster epic, film star leads – yet go against the grain of those in the most interesting of ways."[35]

The show has been particularly celebrated for its stylish cinematography and charismatic performances, as well as for casting an eye over a part of Britain and British history rarely explored on television.[36] Historians have been divided over whether bringing characters and events from other decades into a 1920s story undermines claims to historical accuracy, or whether working-class life in the period is nevertheless depicted in a truthful and resonant way.[37] Reviews for the second series have remained positive, with Ellen E. Jones of The Independent commenting that "Peaky Blinders can now boast several more big-name actors to supplement the sterling work of Cillian Murphy, Helen McCrory and Sam Neill", referring to second series additions Tom Hardy and Noah Taylor[image: External link].[38]

Several critics have also favourably compared the show to US drama Boardwalk Empire[image: External link],[39][40] which shares the same themes and historical context. Show writer Steven Knight stated in an early interview: "Do you know – and I’m not just saying this – but I've never watched them. I've never seen The Wire, I've never seen Boardwalk Empire, I’ve never seen any of them." When asked if he deliberately avoided watching these dramas, he responded: "It’s sort of deliberate in that I don’t really want to be looking at other people’s work because it does affect what you do inevitably."[41] On 2 March 2016, Steven Knight told the Crime Scene Quarterly, "I've had unsolicited communication from Michael Mann[image: External link], the film director, from Dennis Lehane, Snoop Dogg – he's such a fan. And the late David Bowie was a huge fan – more of that to come" (strongly hinting Bowie's involvement on Series 3). It was later confirmed that David Bowie's music will be featured, and Leonard Cohen has also written a new song for series 3.[42][43][44]
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 Series 1






	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result



	BAFTA Television Craft Awards
	Best Director: Fiction
	Otto Bathurst
	Won



	Best Original Television Music
	Martin Phipps[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Photography and Lighting: Fiction
	George Steel
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Grant Montgomery
	Nominated



	Best Sound: Fiction
	Stuart Hilliker, Brian Milliken, Matthew Skelding, Lee Walpole
	Nominated



	Best Special Visual Effects
	Bluebolt (VFX), Rushes (Colourist)
	Nominated



	Biarritz International Festival of Audovisual Programming
	Best Actor in a TV Series or Serial
	Cillian Murphy
	Won



	Best Actress in a TV Series or Serial
	Helen McCrory
	Won



	Best Music in a TV Series or Serial
	Martin Phipps
	Won



	Crime Thriller Awards UK
	Best Supporting Actress
	Helen McCrory
	Nominated



	RTS Programme Awards
	Best Drama Series
	"production team"
	Won



	RTS Craft & Design Awards
	Best Costume Design: Drama
	Stephanie Collie
	Won



	Best Make-Up Design: Drama
	Loz Schiavo
	Nominated



	Best Production Design: Drama
	Grant Montgomery
	Nominated



	Judges' Award
	"production team"
	Won



	Televisual Bulldog Awards
	Best Drama One-Off or Serial
	"production team"
	2nd Place
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 Series 2






	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result



	BAFTA Television Awards
	Best Drama Series
	"production team"
	Nominated



	BAFTA Television Craft Awards
	Best Make-Up and Hair
	Loz Schiavo
	Nominated



	Best Photography and Lighting: Fiction
	Simon Dennis
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Grant Montgomery
	Nominated



	IFTA Film and Television Awards
	Best Leading Actor in a Drama Series
	Cillian Murphy
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design
	Lorna Marie Mugan
	Won



	Best Director: Drama Series
	Colm McCarthy
	Nominated



	RTS Programme Awards
	Best Drama Series
	"production team"
	Nominated



	RTS Craft & Design Awards
	Best Photography: Drama
	Simon Dennis
	Nominated



	Writers' Guild of Great Britain Awards
	Best TV Drama - Long Form
	Steven Knight
	Nominated
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 Series 3






	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result



	National Television Awards
	Best Period Drama Series
	"Production team"
	Nominated



	Best Drama Performance
	Cillian Murphy
	Nominated



	Irish Film and Television Awards
	Best Leading Actor in a Drama Series
	Cillian Murphy
	Won
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Historical Fiction






Not to be confused with Pseudohistory[image: External link].

Historical fiction is a literary genre[image: External link] in which the plot takes place in a setting[image: External link] located in the past. Historical fiction[image: External link] can be an umbrella term; though commonly used as a synonym for describing the historical novel; the term can be applied to works in other narrative formats, such as those in the performing[image: External link] and visual arts[image: External link] like theatre[image: External link], opera[image: External link], cinema[image: External link] and television[image: External link], as well as video games[image: External link] and graphic novels[image: External link].

An essential element of historical fiction is that it is set in the past and pays attention to the manners, social conditions and other details of the period depicted.[1] Authors also frequently choose to explore notable historical figures in these settings, allowing readers to better understand how these individuals might have responded to their environments. Some subgenres such as alternate history[image: External link] and historical fantasy[image: External link] insert speculative[image: External link] or ahistorical[image: External link] elements into a novel.

Works of historical fiction are sometimes criticized for lack of authenticity because of readerly[image: External link] or genre expectations[image: External link] for accurate period details. This tension between historical authenticity, or historicity[image: External link], and fiction[image: External link] frequently becomes a point of comment for readers and popular critics, while scholarly criticism[image: External link] frequently goes beyond this commentary, investigating the genre for its other thematic and critical interests.

Historical fiction, as a contemporary Western literary[image: External link] genre, has its foundations in the early 19th century works of Sir Walter Scott[image: External link] and his contemporaries in other national literatures[image: External link] such as Frenchman Honoré de Balzac[image: External link], American James Fenimore Cooper[image: External link], and later Russian Leo Tolstoy[image: External link]. However, the melding of "historical" and "fiction" in individual works of literature has a long tradition in most cultures; both western traditions (as early as Ancient Greek and Roman literature[image: External link]) as well as Eastern, in the form of oral and folk traditions (see mythology[image: External link] and folklore[image: External link]), which produced epics[image: External link], novels, plays and other fictional works describing history for contemporary audiences.
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Definitions differ as to what constitutes a historical novel. On the one hand The Historical Novel Society defines the genre as works "written at least fifty years after the events described",[2] whilst on the other hand critic Sarah Johnson delineates such novels as "set before the middle of the last [20th] century […] in which the author is writing from research rather than personal experience."[3] Then again Lynda Adamson, in her preface[image: External link] to the bibliographic reference work World Historical Fiction, states that while a "generally accepted definition" for the historical novel is a novel "about a time period[image: External link] at least 25 years before it was written", she also suggests that some people read novels written in the past, like those of Jane Austen[image: External link] (1775–1817), as if they were historical novels.[4]
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 10th – 18th centuries




Historical prose fiction has a long tradition in world literature. Three of the Four Classics[image: External link] of Chinese literature[image: External link] were set in the distant past: Shi Nai'an[image: External link]'s 14th-century Water Margin[image: External link] concerns 12th-century outlaws; Luo Guanzhong[image: External link]'s 14th-century Romance of the Three Kingdoms[image: External link] concerns the 3rd-century wars which ended the Han Dynasty[image: External link]; Wu Cheng'en[image: External link]'s 16th-century Journey to the West[image: External link] concerns the 7th-century Buddhist pilgrim Xuanzang[image: External link].[5]

Classical Greek[image: External link] novelists were also "very fond of writing novels about people and places of the past".[6] The Iliad[image: External link] has been described as historic fiction, since it treats historic events, although its genre is generally considered epic poetry[image: External link].[7] The Tale of Genji[image: External link] (c. 1000 AD) is a fictionalized account of Japanese court life and its author asserted that her work could present a "fuller and therefore 'truer'" version of history.[8]

One of the earliest examples of the historical novel in Europe is La Princesse de Clèves[image: External link], a French novel which was published anonymously in March 1678. It is regarded by many as the beginning of the modern tradition of the psychological novel[image: External link], and as a great classic work. Its author is generally held to be Madame de La Fayette[image: External link]. The action takes place between October 1558 and November 1559 at the royal court of Henry II of France. The novel recreates that era with remarkable precision. Nearly every character – except the heroine – is a historical figure. Events and intrigues unfold with great faithfulness to documentary record. In the United Kingdom[image: External link] the historical novel "appears to have developed" from La Princesse de Clèves, "and then via the Gothic novel[image: External link]".[9]
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 19th century




Historical fiction rose to prominence in Europe during the early 19th century as part of the Romantic[image: External link] reaction to the Enlightenment[image: External link], especially through the influence of the Scottish writer Sir Walter Scott[image: External link], whose works were immensely popular throughout Europe. Jane Porter[image: External link]'s 1803 novel Thaddeus of Warsaw[image: External link] is one of the earliest examples of the historical novel in English and went through at least 84 editions.[10] including translation into French and German,[11][12][13] The first true historical novel in English was in fact Maria Edgeworth[image: External link]'s Castle Rackrent[image: External link] (1800).[14]

In the 20th century György Lukács[image: External link] argued that Scott was the first fiction writer who saw history not just as a convenient frame in which to stage a contemporary narrative, but rather as a distinct social and cultural setting.[15] Scott's Scottish[image: External link] novels such as Waverley[image: External link] (1814) and Rob Roy[image: External link] (1817) focused upon a middling character who sits at the intersection of various social groups in order to explore the development of society through conflict.[16] Ivanhoe[image: External link] (1820) gained credit for renewing interest in the Middle Ages[image: External link].

Many well-known writers from the United Kingdom published historical novels in the mid 19th century, the most notable include Thackeray[image: External link]'s Vanity Fair[image: External link], Charles Dickens[image: External link]'s A Tale of Two Cities[image: External link], George Eliot[image: External link]'s Romola[image: External link] and Charles Kingsley[image: External link]'s Westward Ho![image: External link] and Hereward the Wake[image: External link]. The Trumpet-Major[image: External link] (1880) is Thomas Hardy[image: External link]'s only historical novel[image: External link], and is set in Weymouth[image: External link] during the Napoleonic wars[image: External link];[17] when the town was then anxious about the possibility of invasion by Napoleon.[18]

In the United States, James Fenimore Cooper[image: External link] was a prominent author of historical novels who was influenced by Scott.[19] His most famous novel is The Last of the Mohicans: A Narrative of 1757[image: External link] (1826), the second book of the Leatherstocking Tales[image: External link] pentalogy[image: External link].[20] The Last of the Mohicans is set in 1757, during the French and Indian War[image: External link] (the Seven Years' War[image: External link]), when France and Great Britain[image: External link] battled for control of North America. The Scarlet Letter[image: External link] (1850) by Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], is perhaps the most famous 19th-century American historical novel.[21] Set in 17th-century Puritan[image: External link] Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link] during the years 1642 to 1649, it tells the story of Hester Prynne[image: External link], who conceives a daughter through an affair and struggles to create a new life of repentance[image: External link] and dignity[image: External link].

In French literature, the most prominent inheritor of Scott's style of the historical novel was Balzac[image: External link].[22] In 1829 Balzac published Les Chouans[image: External link], a historical work in the manner of Sir Walter Scott.[23] This was subsequently incorporated into La Comédie Humaine[image: External link]. The bulk La Comédie Humaine, however, takes place during the Bourbon Restoration[image: External link] and the July Monarchy[image: External link], though there are several novels which take place during the French Revolution[image: External link] and others which take place of in the Middle Ages[image: External link] or the Renaissance, including About Catherine de Medici and The Elixir of Long Life. Victor Hugo[image: External link]'s The Hunchback of Notre Dame[image: External link] (1831) furnishes another 19th-century example of the romantic-historical novel. Victor Hugo began writing The Hunchback of Notre-Dame in 1829, largely to make his contemporaries more aware of the value of the Gothic architecture[image: External link], which was neglected and often destroyed to be replaced by new buildings, or defaced by replacement of parts of buildings in a newer style.[24] The action takes place in 1482 and the title refers to the Notre Dame Cathedral[image: External link] in Paris[image: External link], on which the story is centred. Alexandre Dumas[image: External link] also wrote several popular historical fiction novels, including The Count of Monte Cristo[image: External link] and The Three Musketeers[image: External link]. George Saintsbury[image: External link] stated: "Monte Cristo is said to have been at its first appearance, and for some time subsequently, the most popular book in Europe."[25] This popularity has extended into modern times as well. The book was "translated into virtually all modern languages and has never been out of print in most of them. There have been at least twenty-nine motion pictures based on it ... as well as several television series, and many movies [have] worked the name 'Monte Cristo' into their titles."[26]

Tolstoy's War and Peace[image: External link] offers an example of 19th-century historical fiction used to critique contemporary history. Tolstoy read the standard histories available in Russian and French about the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], and used the novel to challenge those historical approaches. At the start of the novel's third volume he describes his work as blurring the line between fiction and history, in order to get closer to the truth.[27] The novel is set 60 years before it was composed, and alongside researching the war through primary and secondary sources, he spoke with people who had lived through war during the French invasion of Russia[image: External link] in 1812; thus, the book is also, in part, ethnography[image: External link] fictionalized.[27]

The Betrothed[image: External link] (1827) by Alessandro Manzoni[image: External link], It has been called the most famous and widely read novel of the Italian language.[28] The Betrothed was inspired by Walter Scott[image: External link]'s Ivanhoe[image: External link] but, compared to its model, shows some innovations (two member of the lower class as principal characters, the past described without romantic idealization, an explicitly Christian message), somehow forerunning the realistic novel of the following decades.[29] Set in northern Italy in 1628, during the oppressive years under Spanish rule, it is sometimes seen as a veiled attack on Austria[image: External link], which controlled the region at the time the novel was written.

The critical and popular success of The betrothed gave rise to a crowd of imitations and, in the age of unification[image: External link], almost every Italian writer tried his hand at the genre; novels now almost forgotten, like Marco Visconti by Tommaso Grossi[image: External link] (Manzoni’s best friend) or Ettore Fieramosca[image: External link] by Massimo D’Azeglio[image: External link] (Manzoni’s son in law), were the best-sellers of their time. Many of these authors (like Niccolò Tommaseo[image: External link], Francesco Domenico Guerrazzi[image: External link] and D’Azeglio himself) were patriots and politicians too, and in their novels the veiled politic message of Manzoni became explicit (the hero of Ettore Fieramosca fights to defend the honor of the Italian soldiers, mocked by some arrogant Frenchmen). Unfortunately, in them the narrative talent not equaled the patriotic passion, and their novels, full of rhetoric and melodramatic excesses, are today barely readable as historical documents. A significant exception is The confessions of an Italian by Ippolito Nievo[image: External link], an epic fresco about the old Venetian republic[image: External link]'s fall and the Napoleonic age[image: External link], told with satiric irony and youthful brio (Nievo wrote it when he was 26 years old, before his premature death).
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 20th century




A major 20th-century example of this genre is the German author Thomas Mann[image: External link]'s Buddenbrooks[image: External link] (1901). This chronicles the decline of a wealthy north German merchant family over the course of four generations, incidentally portraying the manner of life and mores of the Hanseatic[image: External link] bourgeoisie[image: External link] in the years from 1835 to 1877. Mann drew deeply from the history of his own family, the Mann family[image: External link] of Lübeck[image: External link], and their milieu. This was Mann's first novel, and with the publication of the 2nd edition in 1903, Buddenbrooks became a major literary success. The work led to a Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] for Mann in 1929; although the Nobel award generally recognises an author's body of work, the Swedish Academy[image: External link]'s citation for Mann identified "his great novel Buddenbrooks" as the principal reason for his prize.[30] Mann also wrote, between 1926 and 1943, a four-part novel Joseph and His Brothers[image: External link]. In it Mann retells the familiar biblical stories of Genesis[image: External link], from Jacob[image: External link] to Joseph[image: External link] (chapters 27–50), setting it in the historical context of the reign of Akhenaten[image: External link] (1353–1336 BC) in ancient Egypt[image: External link].

Fani Popova–Mutafova[image: External link] (1902-1977) was a Bulgarian author who is considered by many to have been the best-selling Bulgarian historical fiction author ever.[31] Her books sold in record numbers in the 1930s and the early 1940s.[31] However, she was eventually sentenced to seven years of imprisonment by the Bulgarian communist regime because of some of her writings celebrating Hitler, and though released after only eleven months for health reasons, was forbidden to publish anything between 1943 and 1972.[32]

Robert Graves[image: External link] of Britain wrote several popular historical novels, including I, Claudius[image: External link], King Jesus[image: External link], The Golden Fleece and Count Belisarius[image: External link]. Other significant British novelists include Georgette Heyer[image: External link], Naomi Mitchison[image: External link], and Mary Renault[image: External link]. Heyer essentially established the historical romance genre and its subgenre Regency romance[image: External link], which was inspired by Jane Austen[image: External link]. To ensure accuracy, Heyer collected reference works and kept detailed notes on all aspects of Regency life. While some critics thought the novels were too detailed, others considered the level of detail to be Heyer's greatest asset; Heyer even recreated William the Conqueror[image: External link]'s crossing into England for her novel The Conqueror[image: External link]. Naomi Mitchison's finest novel The Corn King and the Spring Queen (1931) is regarded by some as the best historical novel of the 20th century.[33] Mary Renault is best known for her historical novels[image: External link] set in Ancient Greece[image: External link]. In addition to vivid fictional portrayals of Theseus[image: External link], Socrates[image: External link], Plato[image: External link] and Alexander the Great[image: External link], she wrote a non-fiction biography of Alexander. The Siege of Krishnapur[image: External link] (1973) by J. G. Farrell[image: External link] has been described as an "outstanding novel".[34] Inspired by events such as the sieges of Cawnpore[image: External link] and Lucknow[image: External link], the book details the siege of a fictional Indian town, Krishnapur, during the Indian Rebellion of 1857[image: External link] from the perspective of the British[image: External link] residents. The main characters find themselves subject to the increasing strictures and deprivation of the siege, which reverses the "normal" structure of life where Europeans govern Asian subjects. The absurdity of the class system in a town no one can leave becomes a source of comic invention, though the text is serious in intent and tone.

Though the genre has evolved since its inception, the historical novel remains popular with authors and readers to this day and bestsellers include Patrick O'Brian[image: External link]'s Aubrey–Maturin series[image: External link], Ken Follett[image: External link]'s Pillars of the Earth[image: External link], and Neal Stephenson[image: External link]'s Baroque Cycle[image: External link]. A development in British and Irish writing in the past 25 years has been the renewed interest in the First World War[image: External link]. Works include William Boyd[image: External link]'s An Ice-Cream War[image: External link]; Sebastian Faulks[image: External link]' Birdsong[image: External link] and The Girl at the Lion d'Or[image: External link] (concerned with the War's consequences); Pat Barker[image: External link]'s Regeneration Trilogy[image: External link] and Sebastian Barry[image: External link]'s A Long Long Way[image: External link]. William Golding[image: External link] wrote a number of historical novels. The Inheritors[image: External link] (1955) is set in prehistoric[image: External link] times and shows "new people" (generally identified with Homo sapiens sapiens[image: External link]), triumphing over a gentler race (generally identified with Neanderthals[image: External link]) by deceit and violence. The Spire[image: External link] (1964) follows the building (and near collapse) of a huge spire onto a medieval cathedral (generally assumed to be Salisbury Cathedral[image: External link]); the spire symbolizing both spiritual aspiration and worldly vanity. The Scorpion God[image: External link] (1971) consists of three novellas, the first set in a prehistoric African hunter-gatherer band ('Clonk, Clonk'), the second in an ancient Egyptian court ('The Scorpion God') and the third in the court of a Roman emperor ('Envoy Extraordinary'). The trilogy To the Ends of the Earth[image: External link], which includes the Rites of Passage (1980), Close Quarters (1987), and Fire Down Below (1989), describes sea voyages in the early 19th century.

American Nobel laureate[image: External link] William Faulkner[image: External link]'s novel Absalom, Absalom[image: External link] (1936) is set before, during, and after the American Civil War[image: External link]. Kenneth Roberts[image: External link] wrote several books set around the events of the American Revolution, of which Northwest Passage (1937), Oliver Wiswell (1940), and Lydia Bailey (1947) all became best-sellers in the 1930s[image: External link] and 1940s[image: External link]. The following American authors have also written historical novels in the 20th century: Gore Vidal[image: External link], John Barth[image: External link], Norman Mailer[image: External link], E.L. Doctorow[image: External link], William Kennedy[image: External link].[35]

In Italy, the tradition of the historical fiction has flourished also in the contemporary age, and moreover the Nineteenth century has caught the writers’ interest. Southern novelists like Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa[image: External link] (The leopard[image: External link]), Francesco Iovine (Lady Ava), Carlo Alianello (The heritage of the prioress) and, more recently, Andrea Camilleri[image: External link] (The Preston brewer) have retold the events of the Italian Unification[image: External link], often overturning their traditional image, heroic and progressive. The conservative Riccardo Bacchelli[image: External link] in The devil at the long point and the communist Vasco Pratolini[image: External link] in Metello[image: External link] had described, by two ideologically opposite points of view, the birth of the Italian Socialism[image: External link]. Bacchelli is also the author of The mill on the Po[image: External link], the powerful, also if a little farraginous, saga of a family[image: External link] of millers, from Napoleon[image: External link] to the First World War[image: External link], one of the most epic novels of the last century.

In 1980, Umberto Eco[image: External link] got an international success with The name of the rose[image: External link], a novel set in an Italian abbey in 1327 and readable both as a historical mystery, as an allegory of the Italy in the “plumber years[image: External link]” and as an erudite joke. The Eco’s example, like the one of Manzoni before it, relaunched the interest of Italian public and writers for the genre and many novelists who till then had cultivated the contemporary novel, turned their hand to the stories set in the far centuries. So it was for Fulvio Tomizza[image: External link] (The evil coming from North, about the Reformation[image: External link]), Dacia Maraini[image: External link] (The silent duchess, about the female condition in the Eighteenth century) and Sebastiano Vassalli[image: External link] (The chimera, about the witch hunt[image: External link]). Among the writers emerged in the last years, Ernesto Ferrero ( N[image: External link]) and Valerio Manfredi[image: External link] (The last legion) worth a mention.
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 Connection to nationalism




Historical fiction sometimes encouraged movements of romantic nationalism[image: External link]. Walter Scott's Waverley novels created interest in Scottish[image: External link] history and still illuminate it.[citation needed[image: External link]] A series of novels by Józef Ignacy Kraszewski[image: External link] on the history of Poland[image: External link] popularized the country's history after it had lost its independence in the Partitions of Poland[image: External link]. Henryk Sienkiewicz wrote several immensely popular novels set in conflicts between the Poles and predatory Teutonic Knights[image: External link], rebelling Cossacks[image: External link] and invading Swedes[image: External link]. He won the 1905 Nobel Prize in literature[image: External link]. He also wrote the popular novel, Quo Vadis[image: External link], about Nero's[image: External link] Rome[image: External link] and the early Christians[image: External link], which has been adapted several times for film, in 1913[image: External link], 1924[image: External link], 1951[image: External link], 2001[image: External link] to only name the most prominent. Sigrid Undset[image: External link]'s Kristin Lavransdatter[image: External link] fulfilled a similar function for Norwegian history[image: External link]; Undset later won a Nobel Prize for Literature[image: External link] (1928).
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 The influence of the historical novel on society




Many early historical novels played an important role in the rise of European popular interest in the history of the Middle Ages[image: External link]. Victor Hugo[image: External link]'s The Hunchback of Notre Dame[image: External link] often receives credit for fueling the movement to preserve the Gothic architecture[image: External link] of France[image: External link], leading to the establishment of the Monuments historiques[image: External link], the French governmental authority for historic preservation[image: External link].[36] Rita Monaldi[image: External link] and Francesco Sorti[image: External link]'s historical mystery saga Imprimateur Secretum Veritas Mysterium has rose interest in European history and having famous castrato opera singer Atto Melani[image: External link] as a detective and spy. Although the story itself is fiction, many of the persona and events are not. The book is based on research by Monaldi and Sorti, who researched information from 17th-century manuscripts and published works concerning the siege of Vienna[image: External link], the plague[image: External link] and papacy[image: External link] of Pope Innocent XI[image: External link].[37]
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 The historical novel as a commentator on society




The genre of the historical novel has also permitted some authors, such as the Polish[image: External link] novelist Bolesław Prus[image: External link] in his sole historical novel, Pharaoh[image: External link], to distance themselves from their own time and place to gain perspective[image: External link] on society[image: External link] and on the human condition[image: External link], or to escape the depredations of the censor[image: External link].[38]
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 Historical events as a backdrop




In some historical novels, major historic events take place mostly off-stage, while the fictional characters inhabit the world where those events occur. Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]'s Kidnapped[image: External link] recounts mostly private adventures set against the backdrop of the Jacobite[image: External link] troubles in Scotland[image: External link]. Charles Dickens[image: External link]'s Barnaby Rudge[image: External link] is set amid the Gordon Riots[image: External link], and A Tale of Two Cities[image: External link] in the French Revolution[image: External link].
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 Historical accuracy




In some works, the accuracy of the historical elements has been questioned, as in Alexandre Dumas[image: External link]' Queen Margot[image: External link]. Postmodern[image: External link] novelists such as John Barth[image: External link] and Thomas Pynchon[image: External link] operate with even more freedom, mixing historical characters and settings with invented history and fantasy, as in the novels The Sot-Weed Factor[image: External link] and Mason & Dixon[image: External link] respectively. A few writers create historical fiction without fictional characters. One example is the historical mystery[image: External link] series Masters of Rome[image: External link] by Colleen McCullough[image: External link].
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 Theory and criticism




The Marxist[image: External link] literary critic, essayist, and social theorist György Lukács[image: External link] wrote extensively on the aesthetic and political significance of the historical novel. In 1937's Der historische Roman, published originally in Russian, Lukács developed critical readings of several historical novels by various authors, including Gottfried Keller[image: External link], Charles Dickens[image: External link], and Gustave Flaubert[image: External link]. He interprets the advent of the "genuinely" historical novel at the beginning of the 19th century in terms of two developments, or processes. The first is the development of a specific genre in a specific medium—the historical novel's unique stylistic and narrative elements. The second is the development of a representative, organic artwork that can capture the fractures, contradictions, and problems of the particular productive mode of its time (i.e., developing, early, entrenched capitalism[image: External link]).
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 Subgenres of the historical novel
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 Documentary fiction




A 20th-century variant of the historical novel is documentary fiction, which incorporates "not only historical characters and events, but also reports of everyday events" found in contemporary newspapers.[39] Examples of this variant form of historical novel include U.S.A.[image: External link] (1938), and Ragtime[image: External link] (1975) by E.L. Doctorow[image: External link].[40]
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 Fictional biographies




Margaret George[image: External link] has written fictional biographies about historical persons in The Memoirs of Cleopatra[image: External link] (1997) and Mary, called Magdalene[image: External link] (2002). An earlier example is Peter I (1929–34) by Aleksey Nikolayevich Tolstoy[image: External link], and I, Claudius[image: External link] (1934) and King Jesus[image: External link] (1946) by Robert Graves[image: External link]. Other recent biographical novel[image: External link] series, include Conqueror[image: External link] and Emperor[image: External link] by Conn Iggulden and Cicero Trilogy[image: External link] by Robert Harris.
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 Historical mysteries




Main article: Historical mystery[image: External link]


Historical mysteries or "historical whodunits[image: External link]" are set by their authors in the distant past, with a plot that which involves the solving of a mystery or crime (usually murder). Though works combining these genres have existed since at least the early 1900s, many credit Ellis Peters[image: External link]'s Cadfael Chronicles[image: External link] (1977–1994) with popularizing them. These are set between 1137 and 1145 A.D.[41][42] The increasing popularity of this type of fiction in subsequent decades has created a distinct subgenre recognized by both publishers and libraries.[42][43][44][45]
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 Historical romance and family sagas




Main articles: Historical romance[image: External link], Family saga[image: External link], and Regency romance[image: External link]


Romantic themes[image: External link] have also been portrayed, such as Gone with the Wind[image: External link] by Margaret Mitchell[image: External link]. One of the first popular historical romances appeared in 1921, when Georgette Heyer[image: External link] published The Black Moth, which is set in 1751. It was not until 1935 that she wrote the first of her signature Regency[image: External link] novels, set around the English Regency[image: External link] period (1811–1820), when the Prince Regent[image: External link] ruled England in place of his ill father, George III[image: External link]. Heyer's Regency novels were inspired by Jane Austen[image: External link]'s novels of the late 18th and early 19th century. Because Heyer's writing was set in the midst of events that had occurred over 100 years previously, she included authentic[image: External link] period detail in order for her readers to understand.[46] Where Heyer referred to historical events, it was as background detail to set the period, and did not usually play a key role in the narrative. Heyer's characters often contained more modern-day sensibilities, and more conventional characters in the novels would point out the heroine's eccentricities, such as wanting to marry for love.[47]
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 Nautical and pirate fiction




Main articles: Nautical fiction[image: External link] and Pirates in popular culture[image: External link]


Some historical novels explore life at sea[image: External link], including C.S. Forester[image: External link]'s Hornblower series[image: External link], Patrick O'Brian[image: External link]'s Aubrey-Maturin[image: External link] series, Alexander Kent[image: External link]'s The Bolitho Novels[image: External link], Dudley Pope[image: External link]'s Lord Ramage[image: External link]'s series, all of which all deal with the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]. There are also adventure novels[image: External link] with pirate characters like Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]'s Treasure Island[image: External link] (1883), Emilio Salgari[image: External link]'s Sandokan[image: External link] (1895–1913) and Captain Blood[image: External link] (1922) by Rafael Sabatini[image: External link]. Recent examples of historical novels about pirates are The Adventures of Hector Lynch by Tim Severin[image: External link], The White Devil (Белият Дявол) by Hristo Kalchev and The Pirate Devlin novels by Mark Keating.
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 Alternate history and historical fantasy




Main articles: Alternate history[image: External link], Historical fantasy[image: External link], and Alternate universe (fan fiction)[image: External link]


The Plot Against America[image: External link] is a novel by Philip Roth[image: External link] published in 2004. It is an alternative history[image: External link] in which Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link] is defeated in the presidential election of 1940[image: External link] by Charles Lindbergh[image: External link] and a fascist[image: External link], anti-semitic[image: External link] government is established. There are other examples, such as Robert Silverberg[image: External link]'s Roma Eterna[image: External link], in which the Roman Empire[image: External link] survives to the present day and time travel[image: External link] to the past, such as the "Company" stories of Kage Baker[image: External link]. There are authors who write in both subgenres, like Harry Turtledove[image: External link] in his Timeline 191[image: External link] series and "The Guns of the South[image: External link]" novel, respectively. Isaac Asimov[image: External link]'s short story What If--[image: External link] is about a couple who can explore alternate realities by means of a television-like device. This idea can also be found in Asimov's 1955 novel The End of Eternity[image: External link]. In that novel, the "Eternals" can change the realities of the world, without people being aware of it.

There is also a historical fantasy[image: External link] subgenre. Poul Anderson[image: External link] has a number of historical fantasy novels set in Viking[image: External link] times including The Broken Sword[image: External link] and Hrolf Kraki's Saga[image: External link]. Otherwise space opera[image: External link] author C. J. Cherryh[image: External link] has a whole historical fantasy series The Russian Stories[image: External link] set in Medieval Kievan Rus[image: External link] times. Guy Gavriel Kay[image: External link] has number of historical fantasy novels as "The Lions of Al-Rassan[image: External link]" set in Renaissance[image: External link] Spain and "The Sarantine Mosaic[image: External link]" in Ancient Greece[image: External link]. David Gemmel[image: External link] has only two historical fantasy series. The first is the Greek series[image: External link], which are about Parmenion[image: External link], a general of Alexander the Great[image: External link]. The story is loosely based on historic events, but adds fantasy elements such as supernatural creatures and sorcery. His posthumous Troy Series[image: External link] features a fictional version of the Trojan War[image: External link]. The Sevenwaters Trilogy[image: External link] (later expanded) by Juliet Marillier[image: External link] is set in 9th-century Ireland.
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 Children's historical fiction




See also: Category:Children's historical novels[image: External link]


A prominent subgenre within historical fiction is the Children's historical novel. Often following a pedagogical bent, children's historical fiction may follow the conventions of many of the other subgenres of historical fiction. A number of such works include elements of historical fantasy[image: External link] or time travel[image: External link] to facilitate the transition between the contemporary world and the past in the tradition of children's portal fiction[image: External link]. Sometimes publishers will commission series of historical novels that explore different periods and times. Among the most popular contemporary series include the American Girl[image: External link] novels and the Magic Tree House series[image: External link]. A prominent award within Children's historical fiction is the Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction[image: External link].
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 Historical fiction in performing arts
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 Historical period drama films and television series




Main article: Historical period drama[image: External link]


Historical drama film stories are based upon historical events and famous people. Some historical dramas[image: External link] are docudramas[image: External link], which attempt an accurate portrayal of a historical event or biography[image: External link], to the degree that the available historical research will allow. Other historical dramas are fictionalized tales that are based on an actual person and their deeds, such as Braveheart[image: External link], which is loosely based on the 13th-century knight William Wallace[image: External link]'s fight for Scotland[image: External link]'s independence. For films pertaining to the history of East Asia[image: External link], Central Asia[image: External link], and South Asia[image: External link], there are historical period drama films set in Asia[image: External link], also known as Jidaigeki[image: External link] in Japan. Wuxia films[image: External link] like The Hidden Power of the Dragon Sabre[image: External link] (1984) and Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link] (2000), based on novels by Jin Yong[image: External link] and Wang Dulu[image: External link], have also been produced. Zhang Yimou[image: External link] has directed several acclaimed wuxia[image: External link] films like Hero[image: External link] (2002), House of Flying Daggers[image: External link] (2004) and Curse of the Golden Flower[image: External link] (2006). Although largely fictional some wuxia films are considered historical drama. Samurai films[image: External link] like Zatoichi[image: External link] and Lone Wolf and Cub[image: External link] series also fall under historical drama umbrella. Peplum films[image: External link] also known as sword-and-sandal, is a genre of largely Italian-made historical or biblical epics (costume dramas) that dominated the Italian film industry from 1958 to 1965. Most pepla featured a superhumanly strong man as the protagonist, such as Hercules[image: External link], Samson[image: External link], Goliath[image: External link], Ursus[image: External link] or Italy's own popular folk hero Maciste[image: External link]. These supermen often rescued captive princesses from tyrannical despots and fought mythological creatures. Not all the films were fantasy-based, however. Many featured actual historical personalities such as Julius Caesar[image: External link], Cleopatra[image: External link], and Hannibal[image: External link], although great liberties were taken with the storylines. Gladiators, pirates, knights, Vikings, and slaves rebelling against tyrannical kings were also popular subjects. There are also films based on Medieval narratives[image: External link] like Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s historical epics Robin Hood[image: External link] (2010) and Kingdom of Heaven[image: External link] (2005) and the subgenred films based on the Arthurian legend[image: External link] such as Pendragon: Sword of His Father[image: External link] (2008) and King Arthur[image: External link] (2004).

Many historical narratives have been expanded into television series. Notable ancient history[image: External link] inspired TV series include: Rome[image: External link], Spartacus[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link], The Last Kingdom[image: External link] and I Claudius[image: External link]. Tudor England[image: External link] is also a very prominent subject in television series like The Tudors[image: External link], The Virgin Queen[image: External link] and Elizabeth I[image: External link]. Programs about the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] have also been produced, like Sharpe[image: External link] and Hornblower[image: External link]. Historical soap operas[image: External link] have also been popular, including the Turkish TV series The Magnificent Century[image: External link] and Once Upon A Time In The Ottoman Empire: Rebellion[image: External link]. Chinese studios have also produced television series like The Legend and the Hero[image: External link], its sequel series[image: External link], Legend of Chu and Han[image: External link] and The Qin Empire[image: External link]. There have also been produced pure Wuxia television series[image: External link], many based on works by Jin Yong[image: External link] like Condor Trilogy[image: External link] and Swordsman[image: External link], also Lu Xiaofeng[image: External link] and Chu Liuxiang[image: External link] by Gu Long[image: External link]. They have been very popular in China, but largely unnoticed in Western media.
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Main page: Category:Historical comics[image: External link]


Historical narratives have find their way also in comics and graphic novels. There are Prehistorical[image: External link] elements in jungle comics[image: External link] like Akim[image: External link] and Rahan[image: External link]. Ancient Greece[image: External link] inspired graphic novels[image: External link] are 300[image: External link] created by Frank Miller[image: External link], centered around Battle of Thermopylae[image: External link], and Age of Bronze series[image: External link] by Eric Shanower[image: External link], that retells Trojan War[image: External link]. Historical subjects can also be found in manhua[image: External link] comics like Three Kingdoms[image: External link] and Sun Zi's Tactics[image: External link] by Lee Chi Ching[image: External link], Weapons of the Gods[image: External link] by Wong Yuk Long[image: External link] as well as The Ravages of Time[image: External link] by Chan Mou[image: External link]. There are also straight Samurai manga[image: External link] series like Path of the Assassin[image: External link], Vagabond[image: External link], Rurouni Kenshin[image: External link] and Azumi[image: External link]. Several comics and graphic novels have been produced into anime series or a movie adaptations like Azumi[image: External link] and 300[image: External link].
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Main article: History (theatrical genre)[image: External link]


History is one of the three main genres in Western theatre[image: External link] alongside tragedy[image: External link] and comedy[image: External link], although it originated, in its modern form, thousands of years later than the other primary genres.[48] For this reason, it is often treated as a subset of tragedy.[49] A play in this genre is known as a history play[image: External link] and is based on a historical narrative[image: External link], often set in the medieval or early modern past. History emerged as a distinct genre from tragedy in Renaissance England[image: External link].[50] The best known examples of the genre are the history plays[image: External link] written by William Shakespeare[image: External link], whose plays still serve to define the genre.[51] Shakespeare wrote numerous history plays, some included in the First Folio[image: External link] as histories, and other listed as tragedies[image: External link], or Roman plays. Among the most famous histories are Richard III[image: External link], and Henry IV, Part 1[image: External link], Henry IV, Part 2[image: External link], and Henry V[image: External link]. Other plays that feature historical characters, are the tragedy Macbeth[image: External link], set in the mid-11th century during the reigns of Duncan I of Scotland[image: External link] and Edward the Confessor[image: External link], and the Roman plays Coriolanus[image: External link], Julius Caesar[image: External link], and Antony and Cleopatra[image: External link]. Another tragedy King Lear[image: External link], is based on British legend[image: External link], as is the romanc[image: External link] Cymbeline, King of Britain, which is set in Ancient Britain.

Other playwrights contemporary to Shakespeare, such as Christopher Marlowe[image: External link], also dramatized historical topics.[51] Marlowe wrote Edward the Second[image: External link] which deals with the deposition of King Edward II[image: External link] by his barons and the Queen, who resent the undue influence the king's favourites have in court and state affairs, and The Massacre at Paris[image: External link], which dramatizes the events of the Saint Bartholomew's Day Massacre[image: External link] in France in 1572.[52] Marlowe's Tamburlaine the Great[image: External link] (1587 or 1588) is a play in two parts, loosely based on the life of the Central Asian[image: External link] emperor, Timur[image: External link] "the lame".

History plays also appear elsewhere in other western literature. The German authors Goethe[image: External link] and Schiller[image: External link] wrote a number of historical plays, including Goethe's Egmont[image: External link] (1788), which is set in the 16th century, and is heavily influenced by Shakespearean tragedy, and Schiller's Mary Stuart[image: External link], which depicts the last days of Mary, Queen of Scots[image: External link] (1800). This play formed the basis for Donizetti[image: External link]'s opera Maria Stuarda[image: External link] (1834). Beethoven wrote incidental music[image: External link] for Egmont.

Later Irish author George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] wrote several histories, including Caesar and Cleopatra[image: External link] (1898) and Saint Joan[image: External link], which based on the life and trial of Joan of Arc[image: External link]. Published in 1924, not long after the canonization of Joan of Arc by the Roman Catholic Church, the play dramatises what is known of her life based on the substantial records of her trial. One of the most famous 20th-century history plays is The Life of Galileo[image: External link] by Bertolt Brecht[image: External link] which dramatises the latter period of the life of Galileo Galilei[image: External link], the great Italian[image: External link] natural philosopher[image: External link], who was persecuted by the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] for the promulgation of his scientific discoveries; for details, see Galileo affair[image: External link]. The play embraces such themes as the conflict between dogmatism[image: External link] and scientific evidence[image: External link], as well as interrogating the values of constancy in the face of oppression.

More recently British dramatist Howard Brenton[image: External link] has written several histories. He gained notoriety for his play The Romans in Britain[image: External link], first staged at the National Theatre[image: External link] in October 1980, which drew parallels between the Roman invasion of Britain in 54BC and the contemporary British military presence in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. Its concerns with politics were, however, overshadowed by controversy surrounding a rape scene. Brenton also wrote Anne Boleyn a play on the life of Anne Boleyn[image: External link], which premiered at Shakespeare's Globe[image: External link] in 2010. Anne Boleyn is portrayed as a significant force in the political and religious in-fighting at court and a furtherer of the cause of Protestantism[image: External link] in her enthusiasm for the Tyndale Bible[image: External link].[53]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Main articles: grand opera[image: External link] and opera[image: External link]


One of the first operas to use historical events and people is Claudio Monteverdi[image: External link]'s L'incoronazione di Poppea[image: External link], which was first performed in Venice[image: External link] during the 1643 carnival season. it describes how Poppaea, mistress of the Roman emperor Nero[image: External link], is able to achieve her ambition and be crowned empress. The opera was revived in Naples in 1651, but was then neglected until the rediscovery of the score in 1888, after which it became the subject of scholarly attention in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Since the 1960s, the opera has been performed and recorded many times. George Frederick Handel[image: External link] also wrote several operas based on historical characters, including Giulio Cesare[image: External link] (1724), Tamerlano[image: External link] (1724) and Rodelinda[image: External link] (1725).

Historical subjects for operas also developed during the 19th century. Usually with 4 or 5 acts, they are large-scale casts and orchestras, and spectacular staging. Several operas by Gaspare Spontini[image: External link], Luigi Cherubini[image: External link], and Gioachino Rossini[image: External link] can be regarded as precursors to French grand opera[image: External link]. These include Spontini's La vestale[image: External link] (1807) and Fernand Cortez[image: External link] (1809, revised 1817), Cherubini's Les Abencérages[image: External link] (1813), and Rossini's Le siège de Corinthe[image: External link] (1827) and Moïse et Pharaon[image: External link] (1828). All of these have some of the characteristics of size and spectacle that are normally associated with French grand opera. Another important forerunner was Il crociato in Egitto[image: External link] by Meyerbeer[image: External link], who eventually became the acknowledged king of the grand opera genre. Amongst the most important opera composers on historical topics are Giuseppe Verdi[image: External link], and Richard Wagner[image: External link].

Russian composers also wrote operas based on historical figures, including Boris Godunov[image: External link] by Modest Mussorgsky[image: External link] (1839–1881), which was composed between 1868 and 1873, and is considered his masterpiece.[54][55] Its subjects are the Russian ruler Boris Godunov[image: External link], who reigned as Tsar[image: External link] (1598 to 1605). Equally famous is Alexander Borodin[image: External link]'s Prince Igor[image: External link], the libretto for which the composer developed from the Ancient Russian epic[image: External link] The Lay of Igor's Host, which recounts the campaign of Rus[image: External link] prince Igor Svyatoslavich[image: External link] against the invading Cuman[image: External link] ("Polovtsian") tribes in 1185.[56]
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Main article: Historical reenactment[image: External link]


Historical reenactment is an educational or entertainment activity in which people follow a plan to recreate aspects of a historical event or period. This may be as narrow as a specific moment from a battle, such as the reenactment of Pickett's Charge[image: External link] presented during the Great Reunion of 1913[image: External link], or as broad as an entire period, such as Regency reenactment[image: External link] or The 1920s Berlin Project[image: External link].
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Steven Knight






For other people with the same name, see Steve Knight[image: External link].

Steven Knight (born 1959) is a British screenwriter and film director. He read English at University College London[image: External link] (UCL). Knight has written the screenplays for the films Closed Circuit, Dirty Pretty Things and Eastern Promises, and also directed as well as written the films Locke and Hummingbird (a.k.a. Redemption). Knight is also one of three creators of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link], a game show that has been remade and aired in around 160 countries worldwide, and has written for BBC[image: External link]'s Commercial Breakdown[image: External link], The Detectives[image: External link] , Peaky Blinders and Taboo.
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Knight is best known for screenplays he wrote for the films Dirty Pretty Things and Eastern Promises. His work on the screenplay for Dirty Pretty Things earned him the Edgar Award[image: External link] for Best Motion Picture Screenplay[image: External link] and London Film Critics Circle[image: External link] award for British Screenwriter of the Year.[1] The screenplay was also nominated for several other awards including the Academy Award for Writing Original Screenplay[image: External link][2] and the BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link].[3]

Knight also wrote the screenplay for the 2013 film Closed Circuit, which was directed by John Crowley[image: External link] and which starred Eric Bana[image: External link] and Rebecca Hall[image: External link].

Knight also wrote a draft of a screenplay based on the book Shutter Island[image: External link] written by Dennis Lehane, but the draft that was used for the movie of the same name[image: External link] was written by Laeta Kalogridis.[4]

Recent films based on screenplays that Knight has written include The Hundred-Foot Journey directed by Lasse Hallström[image: External link], based on the book of the same name by Richard C. Morais, and starring Helen Mirren[image: External link], Seventh Son, an adventure story starring Jeff Bridges[image: External link], Julianne Moore[image: External link], Djimon Hounsou[image: External link], Kit Harington[image: External link] and Jason Scott Lee[image: External link], as well as the film Pawn Sacrifice, based on U.S. chess champion Bobby Fischer[image: External link], with Tobey Maguire[image: External link] playing Fischer in the film. He wrote also the screenplay of World War Z II[image: External link], which will start shooting in October 2015.[5]
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Knight has also directed two films which he also wrote the screenplays for, Hummingbird (2013) starring Jason Statham[image: External link] and most recently the technically innovative Locke (2014), starring Tom Hardy in a car fielding hands-free phone calls throughout the entire movie. Locke won a British Independent Film Award[image: External link] in 2013 for Best Screenplay. Knight has also directed several episodes of the TV series he frequently wrote for, The Detectives[image: External link].
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Knight also created the TV series Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link] in the UK (alongside Mike Whitehill and David Briggs) and also is the creator of the TV series Show do Milhão and All About Me.

Knight has written for TV series in the UK including Peaky Blinders, BBC[image: External link]'s Commercial Breakdown[image: External link] (with Jimmy Carr), The Detectives[image: External link], Comedy Playhouse[image: External link] (the episode "Wild Oats" in 1993), Frankie's On..., Auntie's Big Bloomers, and Canned Carrott[image: External link].
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	Year
	Title
	Credit



	1993–1997
	The Detectives[image: External link]
	Director (4 episodes), writer (13 episodes)



	1998
	Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link]
	Writer (4 episodes)



	2002
	Dirty Pretty Things
	Screenwriter



	2006
	Amazing Grace
	Screenwriter



	2007
	Eastern Promises
	Screenwriter



	2013
	Hummingbird
	Director, screenwriter



	2013
	Closed Circuit
	Screenwriter



	2013–present
	Peaky Blinders
	Creator, screenwriter (18 episodes)



	2014
	Locke
	Director, screenwriter



	2014
	The Hundred-Foot Journey
	Screenwriter



	2015
	Seventh Son
	Screenwriter



	2015
	Pawn Sacrifice
	Screenwriter



	2015
	Burnt
	Screenwriter



	2016
	Allied
	Screenwriter, executive producer



	2017
	Taboo
	Screenwriter



	2017
	November Criminals
	Screenwriter, executive producer



	2018
	Untitled World War Z sequel[image: External link]
	Screenwriter



	TBA
	
Serenity[6]

	Director, screenwriter
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Colm McCarthy (director)






Colm McCarthy (born 16 February 1973) is a Scottish television director, who has directed several BBC drama productions.[1]
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The Girl With All The Gifts[image: External link] - Feature-length film, adapted from the M.R. Carey[image: External link] novel of the same name[image: External link].

Peaky Blinders (TV Series) (6 episodes) [2]


	Episode #2.6 (2014)

	Episode #2.5 (2014)

	Episode #2.4 (2014)

	Episode #2.3 (2014)

	Episode #2.2 (2014)

	Episode #2.1 (2014)



Doctor Who[image: External link]


	
The Bells of Saint John[image: External link] (2013), by Steven Moffat



Ripper Street[image: External link]


	The Weight of One Man's Heart (2013),[3] by Toby Finlay

	Tournament of Shadows (2013), by Toby Finlay



Sherlock[image: External link]


	
The Sign of Three[image: External link] (2014), by Steve Thompson



Injustice[image: External link]


	Episode 1 (2011), by Anthony Horowitz

	Episode 2 (2011), by Anthony Horowitz

	Episode 3 (2011), by Anthony Horowitz

	Episode 4 (2011), by Anthony Horowitz

	Episode 5 (2011), by Anthony Horowitz



Outcast[image: External link]


	Feature-length film, 2010, by Tom and Colm McCarthy



Endeavour[image: External link]


	Endeavour (pilot, 2012), by Russell Lewis[image: External link]


	Home (2013), by Russell Lewis



The Deep[image: External link]


	Everything Put Together Falls Apart (2010), by Simon Donald

	The Last Breath (2010), by Simon Donald



Hunter[image: External link]


	Episode 1 (2009), by Gwyneth Hughes

	Episode 2 (2009), by Gwyneth Hughes



Spooks[image: External link]


	New Allegiances (2008), by Neil Cross & Ben Richards

	Split Loyalties (2008), by Neil Cross & Ben Richards



Hustle[image: External link]


	Ties That Bind Us (2006), by Steve Coombes

	A Bollywood Dream (2006), by Danny Brown
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Outcast[image: External link] Feature-length film, 2010, with Tom McCarthy, also director
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Cillian Murphy






Cillian Murphy (/'kIlien /[image: External link]; born 25 May 1976) is an Irish actor of stage and screen. Since making his debut in his home country in the late 1990s, Murphy has also become a presence in British and American cinemas noted by critics for his performances in many independent[image: External link] and mainstream films[image: External link]. He is best known as Jim in 28 Days Later[image: External link] (2002), the Scarecrow[image: External link] in The Dark Knight Trilogy[image: External link] (2005–12), Jackson Rippner in Red Eye[image: External link] (2005), Robert Capa in Sunshine[image: External link] (2007), Robert Fischer in Inception[image: External link] (2010) and Thomas Shelby in the BBC[image: External link] series Peaky Blinders.

A native of Cork[image: External link], Murphy began his performing career as a rock musician. After turning down a record deal, he made his professional acting debut in the play Disco Pigs in 1996. While continuing with stage work he also began appearing in independent films, first coming to international attention in 2002 as the hero of Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s post-apocalyptic[image: External link] film 28 Days Later[image: External link]. Murphy's profile continued to grow in 2005 when he appeared in a series of successful films: firstly as the Scarecrow[image: External link] in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s 2005 blockbuster Batman Begins[image: External link]—a role he reprised in The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008) and The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] (2012)—and secondly in the action-thriller Red Eye[image: External link] (2005). For his performance as a transgender[image: External link] woman in Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link] (2005), Murphy received a Golden Globe[image: External link] award nomination for Best Actor in a Musical or Comedy[image: External link].

In 2006, Murphy played the lead role in Ken Loach[image: External link]'s Palme d'Or[image: External link]-winning film The Wind That Shakes the Barley[image: External link]. He teamed up again with Boyle for the science-fiction film Sunshine[image: External link] (2007), and with Nolan for the highly successful thriller Inception[image: External link] (2010). Since 2013, Murphy has played the lead in the BBC[image: External link] gangster series Peaky Blinders. He has continued to work on stage, and won the Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Solo Performance[image: External link] for Misterman in 2011. Murphy lives with his wife and two children in Monkstown, Dublin.

In 2011 Murphy became patron of the UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre[image: External link] at the National University of Ireland Galway[image: External link]. He is closely associated with the work of Professor Pat Dolan Director UCFRC and UNESCO Chair in Children, Youth and Civic Engagement.
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Murphy was born in Douglas[image: External link][1] and raised in Ballintemple[image: External link],[2] two suburbs of Cork[image: External link]. His father, Brendan, works for the Irish Department of Education[image: External link], and his mother is a French teacher.[3] Not only are his parents educators, but his aunts and uncles are also teachers, as was his grandfather. Musicianship also runs in the family,[4] and Murphy started playing music and writing songs at the age of 10.[2]

Murphy was raised Roman Catholic and attended the Catholic school Presentation Brothers College[image: External link], where he did well academically[3] but got into trouble often, sometimes being suspended, until he decided in his fourth year that misbehaving was not worth the hassle. Not keen on sport, a major part of life at PBC, Murphy found that creative pursuits were not fully nurtured at the school.[2] Still, it was there that he got his first taste of performing, when he participated in a drama module presented by Pat Kiernan, the director of the Corcadorca Theatre Company[image: External link]. Murphy later described the experience as a "huge high" and a "fully alive" feeling that he set out to chase.[5] His English teacher, the poet and novelist William Wall[image: External link], encouraged him to pursue acting;[2] but, at this stage, to Murphy, performing meant dreams of becoming a rock star.[4]

In his late teens and early twenties, Murphy worked towards a career as a rock musician, playing guitar in several bands alongside his brother Páidi.[4][6] The Beatles[image: External link]-obsessed pair named their most successful band "The Sons of Mr. Greengenes", after a 1969 song[image: External link] by another idol, Frank Zappa[image: External link]. Murphy sang and played guitar in the band, which he has said "specialised in wacky lyrics and endless guitar solos".[7] In 1996,[5] The Sons of Mr. Greengenes were offered a five-album record deal by Acid Jazz Records[image: External link],[7] but they did not sign the contract due to Murphy's brother still being in secondary school and the little money involved in ceding the rights to Murphy's compositions to the record label.[5] Murphy confessed that "I'm very glad in retrospect that we didn't sign because you kind of sign away your life to a label and the whole of your music".[8]

Also in 1996, Murphy began studying law at University College Cork[image: External link] (UCC), but he failed his first year exams because, as he put it, he had "no ambitions to do it".[5] Not only was he busy with his band,[4] but he has said that he knew within days after starting at UCC that law was not what he wanted to do. After seeing Corcadorca's stage production of A Clockwork Orange[image: External link], directed by Kiernan, acting had begun to pique his interest.[5] His first major role was in the UCC Drama Society's amateur production of Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Towards the Somme[image: External link], also starring Irish American comedian, Des Bishop[image: External link]. Murphy also played the lead in a UCC Drama production of Little Shop of Horrors[image: External link], which was performed in the Cork Opera House[image: External link]. According to Murphy, his primary motivation then was to party and meet women, not to begin an acting career.[4] Nonetheless, he began to move away from working as a rock musician, about which he later remarked, "I think there's such a thing as a performance gene. If it's in your DNA it needs to come out. For me it originally came out through music, then segued into acting and came out through there. I always needed to get up and perform."[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Acting career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early work




Murphy hounded Pat Kiernan until he got an audition at Corcadorca, and in September 1996, he made his professional acting debut on the stage, playing the part of a volatile Cork teenager in Enda Walsh[image: External link]'s Disco Pigs[image: External link].[5] Walsh recalled meeting and discovering Murphy: "There was something about him – he was incredibly enigmatic and he would walk into a room with real presence and you'd go, "My God". It had nothing to do with those bloody eyes that everyone's going on about all the time."[9] Murphy observed, "I was unbelievably cocky and had nothing to lose, and it suited the part, I suppose."[10] Originally intended to run for three weeks in Cork,[5] Disco Pigs ended up touring throughout Europe, Canada and Australia for two years, and Murphy left both university[3] and his band.[6] Though he had intended to go back to playing music, he secured representation after his first agent caught a performance of Disco Pigs, and his acting career began to take off.[11]

Murphy began appearing in independent films[image: External link], such as John Carney[image: External link]'s On the Edge[image: External link], and in short films, including the Irish short Filleann an Feall,[12] He also appeared in the BBC[image: External link] television mini-series adaptation of The Way We Live Now[image: External link]. In addition to Disco Pigs, he starred in many other plays, including Shakespeare[image: External link]'s Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link], Neil LaBute[image: External link]'s The Shape of Things[image: External link],[13] and Chekhov[image: External link]'s The Seagull[image: External link]; Murphy considers this stage work to have been his "training ground".[11] Murphy also reprised his Disco Pigs role for the 2001 indie film version[image: External link] by Kirsten Sheridan[image: External link], in which he was able to showcase his singing.[14] During this period, he moved from Cork, relocating first to Dublin[image: External link] for a few years,[15] then to London in 2001. In 1999 he had a role as a soldier in William Boyd[image: External link]'s The Trench[image: External link], a film about a group of young British soldiers on the eve of the Battle of the Somme[image: External link].[16]

In 2002, Murphy achieved mainstream success when he was cast in the leading role in Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s horror film 28 Days Later[image: External link]. He portrayed pandemic survivor Jim who is "perplexed to find himself alone in the desolate, post-apocalyptic world" after waking from a coma in a London hospital, 28 days later.[17] Casting director of the film Gail Stevens suggested that Boyle audition Murphy for the role, having been impressed with his performance in Disco Pigs. Stevens stated that it was only after seeing his slender physique during filming that they decided to feature him fully nude at the beginning of the film.[18][19] She recalled that Murphy was shy on set with the tendency to look slightly away from the camera, but enthused that he had a "dreamy, slightly de-energised, floating quality that is fantastic for the film".[18] His performance, which Richard Cosgrove considers to be "extremely convincing",[20] earned him nominations for Best Newcomer at the 8th Empire Awards[image: External link][21] and Breakthrough Male Performance at the 2004 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link].[22] Released in the UK in late 2002, by the following July 28 Days Later had become a sleeper hit in America[23] and a major success worldwide, putting Murphy before a mass audience for the first time.[24] Murphy professed that he considered the film to be much deeper than a zombie or horror film, expressing surprise at the film's success and that American audiences responded well to its content and violence.[25]

In late 2003, Murphy starred as a lovelorn, hapless supermarket stocker who plots a bank heist with Colin Farrell[image: External link] in Intermission[image: External link], which became the highest-grossing Irish independent film in Irish box office history (until The Wind That Shakes the Barley[image: External link] broke the record in 2006).[26] Reflecting on his roles in 28 Days Later and the "sad-sack Dublin shelf-stacker" in Intermission, Sarah Lyall of the International Herald Tribune[image: External link] stated that Murphy brought "fluent ease to the roles he takes on, a graceful and wholly believable intensity. His delicate good looks have, as much as his acting prowess, caused people to mark him as Ireland's next Colin Farrell[image: External link], albeit one who seems less likely to be caught tomcatting around or brawling drunkenly at premieres".[27] Murphy had a minor supporting role in the successful Hollywood period drama Cold Mountain[image: External link]. He portrayed a deserting soldier who shares a grim scene with Jude Law[image: External link]'s character, and was only on location in Romania for a week. Murphy stated that it was a "massive production", remarking that director Anthony Minghella[image: External link] was the calmest director he'd ever met.[25] Murphy also had a role as a butcher in Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link] with Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] and Colin Firth[image: External link].[28]

In 2004, Murphy toured Ireland as the "androgynous, naive Christy" in the titular role of The Playboy of the Western World[image: External link], a Druid Theatre Company[image: External link] production under the direction of Garry Hynes[image: External link], who had previously directed Murphy in Seán O'Casey[image: External link]'s Juno and the Paycock[image: External link] and John Murphy[image: External link]'s The Country Boy[image: External link], also for Druid.[29][30]
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Wider recognition came to Murphy in 2005 when he starred as Dr. Jonathan Crane[image: External link] in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Batman Begins[image: External link]. Originally asked to audition for the role of Bruce Wayne/Batman[image: External link] in Batman Begins, Murphy never saw himself as having the right physique for the superhero, but leapt at the chance to connect with director Christopher Nolan.[15] Though the lead went to Christian Bale[image: External link], Nolan was so impressed with Murphy that he gave him the supporting role of Dr. Jonathan Crane, whose alter ego is supervillain[image: External link] Scarecrow[image: External link].[11] Nolan told Spin[image: External link], "He has the most extraordinary eyes, and I kept trying to invent excuses for him to take his glasses off in close-ups."[31] Murphy achieved further mainstream success that year by portraying operative Jackson Rippner who terrorises Rachel McAdams[image: External link] on an overnight flight in Wes Craven[image: External link]'s thriller, Red Eye[image: External link]. New York Times[image: External link] film critic Manohla Dargis[image: External link] asserted that Murphy made "a picture-perfect villain" and that his "baby blues look cold enough to freeze water and his wolfish leer suggests its own terrors".[32] The film was favourably reviewed and earned almost $100 million worldwide.[33][34]

Murphy received several awards nominations for his 2005 bad guy turns, among them a nomination as Best Villain at the 2006 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] for Batman Begins.[35] Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] ranked him among its 2005 "Summer MVPs[image: External link]", a cover story list of 10 entertainers with outstanding breakthrough performances.[36] The New Yorker[image: External link]'s David Denby[image: External link] wrote, "Cillian Murphy, who has angelic looks that can turn sinister, is one of the most elegantly seductive monsters in recent movies."[37]

In late 2005, Murphy starred as Patrick/"Kitten" Braden, a transgender[image: External link] Irish foundling in search of her mother, in Neil Jordan[image: External link]'s dramedy Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link], based on the novel of the same title by Patrick McCabe[image: External link]. Set against the Breakfast on Pluto's kaleidoscopic backdrop of 1970s glitter rock[image: External link] fashion, magic shows, red light districts and I.R.A. violence, Murphy transforms from androgynous[image: External link] teen to high drag[image: External link] blond bombshell. He had auditioned for the role in 2001, and though Jordan liked him for the part, The Crying Game[image: External link] director was hesitant to revisit transgender and I.R.A.[image: External link] issues. For several years, Murphy lobbied Jordan to make the film before the actor became too old to play the part. In 2004, Murphy prepared for the role by meeting a transvestite[image: External link] who dressed him and took him clubbing with other transvestites.[6] The role required "serious primping" with eyebrow plucking and chest and leg hair removal,[38] and Roger Ebert[image: External link] noted the way that Murphy played the character with a "bemused and hopeful voice".[39] The San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]'s Ruthe Stein said of his performance, "Murphy projects enormous energy onscreen, as he's already shown in 28 Days Later... and Red Eye. He's supremely well cast as the androgynous Kitten ... [and] smoothly makes the transition from broad comedy to drama. He delivers Kitten's favourite line, 'Oh serious, serious, serious!' with the full implications of its dual meaning."[40] While even lukewarm reviews of Breakfast on Pluto still tended to praise Murphy's performance highly,[41] a few critics dissented: The Village Voice[image: External link], which panned the film, found him "unconvincing" and overly cute.[42] Murphy was nominated for a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for Best Actor in a Musical or Comedy for Breakfast on Pluto[43] and won the 4th Irish Film and Television Academy[image: External link] Best Actor Award.[44] Premiere[image: External link] cited his performance as Kitten in their "The 24 Finest Performances of 2005" feature.[1]

In 2006 (2007 in North America), Murphy starred in Ken Loach[image: External link]'s film about the Irish War of Independence[image: External link] and Civil War[image: External link], The Wind That Shakes the Barley[image: External link], which won the Palme d'Or[image: External link] at the 2006 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link][45] and became the most successful Irish independent film at the Irish box office.[26] Murphy was especially keen on appearing in the film due to his intimate connections to Cork, where it was shot. Murphy had to audition six times for the role of Damien O'Donovan, a young doctor turned revolutionary, before winning the part. Murphy considered it a very special privilege to have been given the role and stated that he was "tremendously proud" of the film, remarking that the "memories run very, very deep – the politics, the divisions and everybody has stories of family members who were caught up in the struggle".[46] Critic Denby noted Murphy's moments of deep stillness and idiosyncrasies in portraying the character.[47] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] wrote, "Murphy is especially good at playing the zealotry as well as the soul-searching and the regret, at showing us a man who is eaten up alive because he's forced to act in ways that are contrary to his background and his training."[48] GQ UK[image: External link] presented Murphy with their 2006 Actor of the Year award for his work in The Wind That Shakes the Barley.[49]
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Murphy returned to the stage opposite Neve Campbell[image: External link] at the New Ambassadors Theatre[image: External link] in London's West End from November 2006 to February 2007, playing the lead role of John Kolvenbach's play Love Song. Theatre Record described his character of Beane as a "winsomely cranky" mentally unstable "sentimentalised lonely hero", noting how he magnetically, with "all blue eyes and twitching hands", moves "comically from painfully shy "wallpaper" to garrulous, amorous male".[50] Variety considered his performance to be "as magnetic onstage as onscreen", remarking that his "unhurried puzzlement pulls the slight preciousness in the character's idiot-savant naivete back from the brink".[51]

In April 2007 (July in North America), he starred onscreen as a physicist-astronaut charged with re-igniting the sun in the science fiction movie Sunshine[image: External link], which teamed him up again with director Danny Boyle[image: External link].[52] Murphy appeared opposite Lucy Liu[image: External link] in Paul Soter[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Watching the Detectives[image: External link]; the indie film[image: External link] premiered at the 2007 Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link][53] and was then released straight to DVD. Murphy had starred as Richard Neville[image: External link], editor of the psychedelic radical underground magazine Oz[image: External link] in the film, Hippie Hippie Shake[image: External link], which was shot in 2007, but the project, due to much delay, was eventually shelved in 2011.[54][55]

Murphy made a brief re-appearance as the Scarecrow in Nolan's The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008), the sequel to Batman Begins,[56] before starring in The Edge of Love[image: External link]—about a love quadrangle involving the poet Dylan Thomas[image: External link]—with Keira Knightley[image: External link], Sienna Miller[image: External link] and Matthew Rhys[image: External link].[57] Murphy also made a debut appearance in another medium—on a postage stamp: in July 2008, the Irish Post Office, An Post[image: External link], released a series of four stamps paying homage to the creativity of films recently produced in Ireland, including one featuring Murphy in a still from The Wind That Shakes the Barley.[58] In 2009, Murphy starred opposite rock singer Feist[image: External link] and actor David Fox[image: External link] in The Water[image: External link], directed by Kevin Drew[image: External link] of Broken Social Scene[image: External link]. The 15-minute Canadian short film, released online in April 2009, is nearly silent until the Feist song of the same title plays close to the end. Murphy was attracted to the role as a fan of Broken Social Scene and the prospect of making a silent movie, which he considered to be the "hardest test for any actor".[59] Murphy also starred in Perrier's Bounty[image: External link], a crime dramedy from the makers of Intermission, in which he portrayed a petty criminal on the run from a gangster played by Brendan Gleeson[image: External link].[60]

The direct-to-video psychological thriller Peacock[image: External link] (2010), co-starring Ellen Page[image: External link], Susan Sarandon[image: External link] and Bill Pullman[image: External link], starred Murphy as a man with a split personality who fools people into believing he is also his own wife. Christian Toto of The Washington Times[image: External link] referred to the film as "a handsomely mounted psychological drama with an arresting lead turn by Cillian Murphy", and noted that although Murphy wasn't a stranger to playing in drag, his work in the film set a "new standard for gender-bending performances".[61] Murphy next starred alongside Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link], Ellen Page and Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link] in Christopher Nolan's acclaimed blockbuster Inception[image: External link] (2010), playing entrepreneur Robert Fischer, whose mind is infiltrated by DiCaprio's character Cobb to convince him to dissolve his business.[62] David Kyle Johnson noted that it was the "third Nolan film in five years where Cillian Murphy's character spends on-screen time with a cloth bag over his head".[63] Murphy also had uncredited cameo appearance as programmer Edward Dillinger Jr., son of original Tron[image: External link] antagonist Ed Dillinger (David Warner[image: External link]) in Tron: Legacy[image: External link], released in December 2010, and the same year he also made a return to theatre in From Galway to Broadway and back again, which was a stage show that celebrated the Druid Theatre Company[image: External link]'s 35th birthday.[64]
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In 2011, Murphy performed in the stage monodrama[image: External link], Misterman, written and directed by Enda Walsh[image: External link], whom Murphy previously worked with on Disco Pigs. The production was initially put on in Galway[image: External link] and was then taken to St. Ann's Warehouse[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link], New York City. Murphy commented of the role, "The live nature of it makes it so dangerous. You're only there because of the good will of the audience, and that's compounded by its being a one-man show".[9] His performance earned critical acclaim, garnering Irish Times Theatre Award[image: External link] and a Drama Desk Award[image: External link].[65][66] Sarak Lyall of the International Herald Tribune described Murphy's character Thomas Magill to be a "complicated mixture of sympathetic and not nice at all – deeply wounded, but with a dangerous, skewed moral code", praising his ability to mimic wickedly. Lyall noted Murphy's "unusual ability to create and inhabit creepy yet fascinating characters from the big screen to the small stage in the intense one-man show Misterman", and documented that on one evening the "theater was flooded, not with applause but with silence", eventually culminating in a standing ovation at his powerful performance.[9] Also in 2011, Murphy played the lead in the British horror Retreat[image: External link], which had a limited release[image: External link], and appeared in the science fiction film In Time[image: External link], starring Justin Timberlake[image: External link] and Amanda Seyfried[image: External link], which was poorly reviewed.[67]

The following year, Murphy starred in Red Lights[image: External link] with Robert De Niro[image: External link] and Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]. He played Tom Buckley, the assistant to Weaver's character who is a paranormal investigator. Murphy considered working with De Niro to have been one of the most intimidating moments in his career. He remarked: "My first scene when I come to visit him my character is supposed to be terrified and intimidated. There was no acting involved. The man has presence. You can't act presence. I'll never have that. Watching him use it...when you put a camera on it, it just becomes something else."[68] The film was panned by critics and did not make its budget back at the box office.[69][70] Murphy then went on to reprise his role as the Scarecrow for the third time in The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link],[71] and had a supporting role as Mike, the favourite teacher of the main character Skunk, in the British independent film Broken[image: External link]. His performance earned him a British Independent Film Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] nomination.[72]

Since 2013, Murphy has played the lead role in the BBC television series Peaky Blinders[image: External link], a series about a criminal gang in post WW1 Birmingham.[73] He explained his enthusiasm for the show in an interview with The Independent: "[the scripts] were so compelling and confident, and the character was so rich and complex, layered and contradictory. I was like, 'I have to do this.'"[74] Peaky Blinders was critically praised and a ratings success. A second series began broadcasting on the BBC in October 2014. Also in 2013, Murphy made his directorial debut with a music video for the band Money's single Hold Me Forever. The video features dancers from the English National Ballet[image: External link] and was filmed at The Old Vic Theatre[image: External link] in London.[75]

In 2014, he co-starred in the film Aloft[image: External link], with Jennifer Connelly[image: External link],[76] and Wally Pfister[image: External link]'s Transcendence[image: External link], which also starred Johnny Depp[image: External link] and Rebecca Hall[image: External link].[77] Murphy also reunited with Enda Walsh for the play Ballyturk[image: External link] in 2014.[78][79] He starred in Ron Howard[image: External link]'s 2015 film, In the Heart of the Sea[image: External link], which also features Benjamin Walker[image: External link] and Chris Hemsworth[image: External link].[80]

Cillian contributes spoken vocals to the tracks "8:58" and "The Clock" from Paul Hartnoll[image: External link]'s 8:58[image: External link]. The two previously met whilst Hartnoll was scoring the second season of Peaky Blinders.[81]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




In mid-2004, Murphy married his long-time girlfriend, Yvonne McGuinness[image: External link],[7] an artist whom he had met in 1996 at one of his rock band's shows.[82] The couple live in Monkstown, County Dublin[image: External link] with their two sons, Malachy (born in 2005) and Aran Murphy (born in 2007).[83][84] Murphy often works in or near the city and has expressed no desire to move to Hollywood[image: External link].[85] He prefers not to speak about his personal life and did not appear on any live TV chat shows until 2010, when he was a guest on The Late Late Show on Ireland's RTÉ to promote Perrier's Bounty yet still remained reserved.[86][87] He does not have a stylist[85] or a personal publicist, travels without an entourage,[88] and often attends premieres alone. Reserved and private, Murphy professes a lack of interest in the celebrity scene, finding the red carpet experience "a challenge... and not one I want to overcome".[89] He intentionally practices a lifestyle that will not interest the tabloids: "I haven't created any controversy, I don't sleep around, I don't go and fall down drunk".[2] Murphy is friends with fellow Irish actors Colin Farrell[image: External link],[90] Jonathan Rhys Meyers[image: External link] and Liam Neeson, looking up to the latter like a "surrogate movie dad".[91] But primarily, Murphy's close friendships are those he made before becoming a star.[92][93]

Music is still an important part of Murphy's life. In 2004, he said, "The only extravagant thing about my lifestyle is my stereo system, buying music and going to gigs".[5] He no longer plays in a rock band, but regularly plays music with friends and on his own,[93] and still writes songs.[2] Murphy does not plan to start another band: "Even if I was good, the very notion of being an actor with a rock band on the side would mean I'd never be taken seriously".[7] Murphy is also a dedicated runner[image: External link].[94] In 2015, he was named one of GQ[image: External link]'s 50 best dressed British men.[95]

Regarding religion, Murphy had previously been verging on agnostic[image: External link], but confirmed his atheism after researching his role as a nuclear physicist/astronaut in the science fiction film Sunshine.[96] He was a vegetarian for many years, not due to any moral objection to the killing of animals, but because of qualms about unhealthy agribusiness[image: External link] practices.[97] He began eating meat again for his role in Peaky Blinders.[98] His political activity includes participating in the 2007 Rock the Vote[image: External link] Ireland campaign, targeting young voters for the general election,[93] and campaigning for the rights of the homeless[image: External link] with the organization Focus Ireland[image: External link].[99] In February 2012, he wrote a message of support to the former Vita Cortex workers involved in a sit-in at their plant[image: External link], congratulating them for "highlighting [what] is hugely important to us all as a nation".[100][101]
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Main article: Cillian Murphy on stage and screen[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Award
	Category
	Result



	2002
	Disco Pigs[image: External link]
	Ourense Independent Film Festival Award
	Best Actor
	Won



	2003
	28 Days Later[image: External link]
	Empire Award[image: External link]
	Best Newcomer[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2003
	Disco Pigs[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role - Film
	Nominated



	2003
	28 Days Later[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role - Film[102]
	Nominated



	2004
	28 Days Later[image: External link]
	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2005
	Batman Begins[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Actor in a Supporting Role - Film
	Nominated



	2005
	Red Eye[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role - Film
	Nominated



	2005
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]
	Satellite Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture, Comedy or Musical[image: External link][103]
	Nominated



	2006
	Batman Begins[image: External link]
	London Film Critics' Circle Award[image: External link]
	British Supporting Actor of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]
	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor - Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	Red Eye[image: External link]
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link][104]
	Nominated



	2006
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link], The Wind That Shakes The Barley[image: External link]
	European Film Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	The Wind That Shakes The Barley[image: External link]
	British Independent Film Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a British Independent Film[image: External link]
	Nominated[105]



	2006
	The Wind That Shakes The Barley[image: External link]
	Dublin Film Critics' Circle Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Nominated



	2006
	The Wind That Shakes The Barley[image: External link]
	GQ UK Award[image: External link]
	Actor of the Year[49]
	Won



	2007
	The Wind That Shakes The Barley[image: External link]
	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Rising Star[image: External link][106]
	Nominated



	2007
	The Wind That Shakes The Barley[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role - Film
	Nominated



	2007
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role - Film
	Won



	2007
	Sunshine[image: External link]
	British Independent Film Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a British Independent Film[image: External link][107]
	Nominated



	2008
	Sunshine[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role - Film[108]

	Nominated



	2011
	Inception[image: External link]
	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble[image: External link][109]
	Nominated



	2011
	Inception[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Actor in a Supporting Role - Film
	Nominated



	2011
	Perrier's Bounty[image: External link]
	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Actor in a Leading Role - Film
	Nominated



	2012
	Misterman
	Irish Times Theatre Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor[65]
	Won



	2012
	Misterman
	Drama Desk Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding One-Person Show[image: External link][66]
	Won



	2012
	Broken[image: External link]
	British Independent Film Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	Peaky Blinders
	Irish Film & Television Award
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Drama
	Nominated



	2017
	Peaky Blinders
	National Television Award[image: External link]
	Best Drama Performance
	Nominated



	2017
	Anthropoid[image: External link]
	Czech Lion Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in Leading Role
	Nominated



	2017
	Peaky Blinders
	Irish Film & Television Award
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Drama
	Won
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Sam Neill






Nigel John Dermot Neill DCNZM[image: External link] OBE[image: External link] (born 14 September 1947), known professionally as Sam Neill, is a Northern Irish born New Zealand actor who first achieved leading roles in films such as Omen III: The Final Conflict[image: External link] and Dead Calm[image: External link] and on television in Reilly, Ace of Spies[image: External link]. He won a broad international audience in 1993 for his roles as Alisdair Stewart in The Piano[image: External link] and Dr. Alan Grant[image: External link] in Jurassic Park[image: External link], a role he reprised in 2001's Jurassic Park III[image: External link]. Neill also had notable roles in Merlin[image: External link], The Hunt for Red October[image: External link], Peaky Blinders and The Tudors[image: External link]. In 2016, he starred in Hunt for the Wilderpeople[image: External link] alongside Julian Dennison[image: External link], to great acclaim. He holds New Zealand and British nationality, but identifies primarily as a New Zealander.[1]



TOP
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 Early life




Neill was born in 1947 in Omagh[image: External link], County Tyrone[image: External link], Northern Ireland, the second son of Dermot Neill, a Harrow[image: External link]- and Sandhurst[image: External link]-educated British Army officer and third-generation New Zealander, and his English[image: External link] wife, Priscilla Beatrice (née Ingham).[2] At the time of Neill's birth, his father was stationed in Northern Ireland[image: External link], serving with the Irish Guards[image: External link].[3] His father's family owned Neill and Co., the largest liquor retailers in New Zealand.

In 1954, Neill returned with his family to New Zealand, where he attended the Anglican[image: External link] boys' boarding school Christ's College[image: External link] in Christchurch[image: External link]. He then went on to study English literature at the University of Canterbury[image: External link], where he had his first exposure to acting. He then moved to Wellington[image: External link] to continue his tertiary education at Victoria University[image: External link], where he graduated with a BA[image: External link] in English literature.

In 2004, on the Australian[image: External link] talk show Enough Rope[image: External link], interviewer Andrew Denton[image: External link] briefly touched on the issue of Neill's "very bad" stuttering. It affected most of his childhood and as a result he was "hoping that people wouldn't talk to [him]" so he would not have to answer back. He also stated, "I kind of outgrew it. I can still ... you can still detect me as a stammerer."[4]

Neill first took to calling himself "Sam" at school because there were several other students named Nigel, and because he felt the name Nigel was "a little effete for ... a New Zealand playground".[4][5][6]
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 Acting career




After working at the New Zealand National Film Unit[image: External link] as a director, Neill was cast for the lead role in 1977 New Zealand film Sleeping Dogs[image: External link]. Following this he appeared in Australian romance My Brilliant Career[image: External link] (1979), opposite Judy Davis[image: External link].

In the late 1970s, his mentor was James Mason[image: External link]. In 1981 he won his first big international role, as Damien Thorn[image: External link], son of the devil, in Omen III: The Final Conflict[image: External link];[7] also in that year, he played an outstanding main role in Andrzej Zulawski[image: External link]'s cult film, Possession[image: External link].[7] Later, Neill was also one of the leading candidates to succeed Roger Moore[image: External link] in the role of James Bond[image: External link], but lost out to Timothy Dalton[image: External link]. Among his many Australian roles is playing Michael Chamberlain[image: External link] in Evil Angels[image: External link] (1988) (released as A Cry in the Dark outside of Australia and New Zealand)[8] about the case of Azaria Chamberlain[image: External link].

Neill has played heroes and occasionally villains in a succession of film and television dramas and comedies. In the UK he won early fame, and was Golden Globe nominated, after portraying real-life spy Sidney Reilly in mini-series Reilly, Ace of Spies[image: External link] (1983). An early American starring role was in 1987's Amerika[image: External link], playing a senior KGB officer leading the occupation and division of a defeated United States. His leading and co-starring roles in films include thriller Dead Calm[image: External link] (1989),[7] two-part historical epic La Révolution française[image: External link] (1989) (as Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link]), The Hunt for Red October[image: External link] (1990), Death in Brunswick[image: External link] (1990),[7] Jurassic Park[image: External link] (1993), Sirens[image: External link] (1994), The Jungle Book[image: External link] (1994), John Carpenter[image: External link]'s In the Mouth of Madness[image: External link] (1995), Event Horizon[image: External link] (1997), Bicentennial Man[image: External link] (1999), and comedy The Dish[image: External link] (2000).[7]

Neill has occasionally acted in New Zealand films, notably The Piano[image: External link] (1993), Perfect Strangers[image: External link] (2003), Under the Mountain[image: External link] (2009), and Hunt for the Wilderpeople[image: External link] (2016). He returned to directing in 1995 with documentary Cinema of Unease: A Personal Journey by Sam Neill[image: External link] (1995) which he wrote and directed with Judy Rymer.

In 1993, Neill co-starred with Anne Archer[image: External link] in Question of Faith, an independent drama based on a true story about one woman's fight to beat cancer and have a baby. In 2000, he provided the voice of Sam Sawnoff in The Magic Pudding[image: External link]. In 2001, he hosted and narrated a documentary series for the BBC entitled Space[image: External link] (Hyperspace in the United States).

He portrayed the legendary wizard in Merlin[image: External link] (1998), a miniseries based on the legends of King Arthur[image: External link]. He reprised his role as Merlin in the sequel, Merlin's Apprentice[image: External link] (2006), in which Merlin learns he fathered a son with the Lady of the Lake.

Neill starred in the historical drama The Tudors, playing Cardinal Thomas Wolsey[image: External link]. "I have to say I really enjoyed making The Tudors", Neill said,[9] “It was six months with a character that I found immensely intriguing, with a cast that I liked very much and with a story I found very compelling. It has elements that are hard to beat: revenge and betrayal, lust and treason, all the things that make for good stories."[9]

He acted in the short-lived Fox TV series Alcatraz[image: External link] (2012) as Emerson Hauser. He played the role of Otto Luger in the fantasy adventure movie The Adventurer: The Curse of the Midas Box[image: External link][10] (2014). He is currently starring in the new BBC series Peaky Blinders, set in post-World War I Birmingham. He plays the role of Chief Inspector Chester Campbell, a sadistic corrupt policeman, who has come to clean up the town on Churchill's orders. In the 2015 BBC[image: External link] TV miniseries And Then There Were None[image: External link], based on Agatha Christie[image: External link]'s thriller, he played the role of General MacArthur.

In 2016, he starred in the New Zealand–made film, Hunt for the Wilderpeople[image: External link], directed by Taika Waititi[image: External link], as well as the ITV miniseries Tutankhamun[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Neill has a son, Tim, by New Zealand actress Lisa Harrow[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] He married makeup artist Noriko Watanabe in 1989 and they have one daughter, Elena (born in 1991).[11] He also has a stepdaughter, Maiko Spencer (born 1982), from Noriko's first marriage.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Neill lives in Queenstown[image: External link] and owns a winery called Two Paddocks[image: External link] made up of a vineyard at Gibbston and two near Alexandra, all in the Central Otago region of New Zealand's South Island.[12] Neill's hobby is running Two Paddocks. "I’d like the vineyard to support me but I’m afraid it is the other way round. It is not a very economic business", said Neill,[9] "It is a ridiculously time- and money-consuming business. I would not do it if it was not so satisfying and fun, and it gets me pissed once in a while."[9]

Neill also has homes in Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand, and Sydney[image: External link], Australia[image: External link]. He is a supporter of the Australian Speak Easy Association and the British Stammering Association[image: External link] (BSA). He supports the New Zealand Labour Party[image: External link][13] and the Australian Labor Party[image: External link]. He is a patron of the National Performance Conference and donated a pair of jeans to the Jeans for Genes auction; they were painted by artist Merv Moriarty and auctioned in August 1998.[citation needed[image: External link]]

He was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire ( OBE[image: External link]) in 1991 for his work as an actor.[14]

Neill has been appointed a Distinguished Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit[image: External link] (DCNZM). When knighthoods were returned to the New Zealand Honours System[image: External link] in 2009, those with DCNZM or higher honours were given the option of converting them into knighthoods. Neill chose not to do this, saying the title of Sir was "just far too grand, by far".[15]

Neill was awarded an honorary Doctor of Letters[image: External link] by the University of Canterbury in 2002.[16]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1975
	Landfall
	Eric
	



	Ashes
	Priest
	



	1977
	Sleeping Dogs[image: External link]
	Smith
	



	1979
	Just Out of Reach[image: External link]
	Mike
	



	The Journalist[image: External link]
	Rex
	



	My Brilliant Career[image: External link]
	Harry Beecham
	



	1981
	Omen III: The Final Conflict[image: External link]
	Damien Thorn[image: External link]
	



	Possession[image: External link]
	Mark
	



	From a Far Country
	Marian
	



	1982
	Ivanhoe[image: External link]
	Brian de Bois-Guilbert
	



	Attack Force Z[image: External link]
	Sergeant D.J. (Danny) Costello
	



	Enigma[image: External link]
	Dimitri Vasilikov
	



	1984
	Blood of Others, TheThe Blood of Others[image: External link]
	Bergman
	



	The Country Girls[image: External link]
	Mr Gentleman
	



	1985
	Robbery Under Arms[image: External link]
	Captain Starlight
	



	Plenty[image: External link]
	Lazar
	



	1986
	For Love Alone[image: External link]
	James Quick
	



	1987
	Good Wife, TheThe Good Wife[image: External link]
	Neville Gifford
	



	1988
	Evil Angels[image: External link] (A Cry in the Dark)[8]
	Michael Chamberlain
	Won the AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]



	1989
	Dead Calm[image: External link]
	John Ingram
	



	Révolution française, LaLa Révolution française[image: External link]
	Gilbert du Motier, marquis de Lafayette[image: External link]
	



	1990
	Hunt for Red October, TheThe Hunt for Red October[image: External link]
	Captain Vasily Borodin
	



	Shadow of China
	TV reporter
	Credited as John Dermot



	1991
	Death in Brunswick[image: External link]
	Carl 'Cookie' Fitzgerald
	Nominated – AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role



	Until the End of the World[image: External link]
	Eugene Fitzpatrick
	



	1992
	Rainbow Warrior, TheThe Rainbow Warrior[image: External link]
	Alan Galbraith
	



	Memoirs of an Invisible Man[image: External link]
	David Jenkins
	



	Hostage
	John Rennie
	



	1993
	Piano, TheThe Piano[image: External link]
	Alisdair Stewart
	Nominated – AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]



	Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	Dr. Alan Grant[image: External link]
	



	Sirens[image: External link]
	Norman Lindsay
	



	1994
	Country Life[image: External link]
	Dr. Max Askey
	



	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	Colonel Geofferey Brydon
	



	In the Mouth of Madness[image: External link]
	John Trent
	



	1995
	Restoration[image: External link]
	King Charles II
	



	1996
	Children of the Revolution[image: External link]
	Nine
	



	Victory[image: External link]
	Mr. Jones
	



	1997
	Event Horizon[image: External link]
	Dr. William Weir
	



	Snow White: A Tale of Terror[image: External link]
	Lord Fredric Hoffman
	



	1998
	Horse Whisperer, TheThe Horse Whisperer[image: External link]
	Robert MacLean
	



	Sweet Revenge[image: External link]
	Henry Bell
	



	1999
	Molokai
	Walter Murray Gibson
	



	Bicentennial Man[image: External link]
	'Sir' Richard Martin
	



	2000
	My Mother Frank[image: External link]
	Professor Mortlock
	Nominated – AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role



	Dish, TheThe Dish[image: External link]
	Cliff Buxton
	



	The Magic Pudding[image: External link]
	Sam Sawnoff
	Voice role



	2001
	Jurassic Park III[image: External link]
	Dr. Alan Grant[image: External link]
	



	The Zookeeper[image: External link]
	Ludovic
	Ft. Lauderdale International Film Festival Award for Best Actor



	2002
	Dirty Deeds[image: External link]
	Ray
	



	Leunig Animated
	Narrator
	



	2003
	Perfect Strangers[image: External link]
	The Man
	



	Yes[image: External link]
	Anthony
	



	2004
	Wimbledon[image: External link]
	Dennis Bradbury
	



	2005
	Gallipoli[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Voice role



	Little Fish[image: External link]
	The Jockey
	



	2006
	Irresistible[image: External link]
	Craig
	



	2007
	Angel[image: External link]
	Théo
	



	2008
	Dean Spanley[image: External link]
	Dean Spanley
	



	Skin[image: External link]
	Abraham Laing
	



	2009
	In Her Skin[image: External link]
	Mr. Reid
	



	Iron Road[image: External link]
	Alfred Nichol
	



	Under the Mountain[image: External link]
	Mr. Jones
	



	Daybreakers[image: External link]
	Charles Bromley
	



	2010
	Legend of the Guardians: The Owls of Ga'Hoole[image: External link]
	Allomere
	Voice role



	2011
	The Dragon Pearl[image: External link]
	Chris Chase
	



	Hunter, TheThe Hunter[image: External link]
	Jack Mindy
	Nominated – AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role



	2012
	Vow, TheThe Vow[image: External link]
	Bill Thornton
	



	2013
	Escape Plan[image: External link]
	Dr. Kyrie
	



	The Adventurer: The Curse of the Midas Box[image: External link]
	Otto Luger
	



	2014
	United Passions[image: External link]
	João Havelange[image: External link]
	



	A Long Way Down[image: External link]
	Jess's father
	



	2015
	Backtrack[image: External link]
	Duncan Stewart
	



	The Daughter[image: External link]
	Walter Finch
	Nominated – AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role



	2016
	Hunt for the Wilderpeople[image: External link]
	Uncle Hec
	



	Tommy's Honour[image: External link]
	Alexander Boothby
	



	2017
	Thor: Ragnarok[image: External link]
	
	In post-production



	The Commuter[image: External link]
	
	In post-production



	MindGamers[image: External link]
	Kreutz
	



	2018
	Peter Rabbit[image: External link]
	Old Mr McGregor
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1980
	Lucinda Brayford[image: External link]
	Tony Duff
	Four-part miniseries[image: External link]

ABC Television[image: External link], Melbourne Australia



	1982
	Ivanhoe[image: External link]
	Brian de Bois-Guilbert
	



	1983
	Reilly, Ace of Spies[image: External link]
	Sidney Reilly
	12 episodes

Nominated – Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]



	1985
	Kane & Abel[image: External link]
	William Lowell Kane
	



	1986
	Strong Medicine[image: External link]
	Vince Lord
	



	1987
	Amerika[image: External link]
	Colonel Andrei Denisov
	



	1991
	One Against the Wind
	Sergeant James Liggett
	



	1993
	Family Pictures[image: External link]
	David Eberlin
	



	1994
	The Simpsons[image: External link]
	Malloy
	Voice role

Episode: "Homer the Vigilante[image: External link]"



	1995
	Forgotten Silver[image: External link]
	Himself
	



	1996
	In Cold Blood[image: External link]
	Agent Alvin Dewey
	



	1998
	Merlin[image: External link]
	Merlin
	Nominated – Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Miniseries or a Movie[image: External link]

Nominated – Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]



	The Games[image: External link]
	Citytrans CEO
	Episode: "Transport"



	2000
	Sally Hemings[image: External link]: An American Scandal
	Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]
	



	2001
	Submerged
	Lt. Cmdr. Charles B. 'Swede' Momsen[image: External link]
	



	2002
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]
	Victor Komarovsky
	



	Framed
	Eddie Meyers
	



	2004
	Stiff
	Lionel Merricks
	



	Jessica[image: External link]
	Richard Runche
	Logie Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series

Nominated – AACTA Award for Best Lead Actor in a Television Drama[image: External link]



	2005
	The Incredible Journey of Mary Bryant[image: External link]
	Governor Arthur Phillip[image: External link]
	2 episodes



	To the Ends of the Earth[image: External link]
	Mr. Prettiman
	3 episodes



	The Triangle[image: External link]
	Eric Benerall
	3 episodes

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actor on Television[image: External link]



	2006
	Merlin's Apprentice[image: External link]
	Merlin
	



	Two Twisted[image: External link]
	Mick
	Episode: "Von Stauffenberg's Stamp"



	2007
	The Tudors[image: External link]
	Cardinal Thomas Wolsey[image: External link]
	10 episodes

Nominated—Gemini Award[image: External link] for Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role in a Drama Series

Nominated—Monte-Carlo Television Festival[image: External link] Award for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series



	2008–2010
	Crusoe[image: External link]
	Jeremiah Blackthorn
	14 episodes



	2009
	Happy Town[image: External link]
	Merritt Grieves
	8 episodes



	2009
	bro'Town[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode "To Sam with Love", Voice



	2010
	Rake[image: External link]
	Dr Bruce Chandler
	Episode: "R v Chandler"



	2011
	Ice
	Anthony Kavanagh
	



	2012
	Alcatraz[image: External link]
	Emerson Hauser
	13 episodes



	2013–2014
	Peaky Blinders
	C.I. Campbell
	12 episodes



	Harry
	Jim "Stocks" Stockton
	



	2014
	Old School[image: External link]
	Ted Macabe
	



	2014
	House of Hancock[image: External link]
	Lang Hancock[image: External link]
	



	2015
	And Then There Were None[image: External link]
	General John Gordon Macarthur
	



	2016
	Why Anzac With Sam Neill
	Himself
	Documentary, wrote and produced



	2016
	New Zealand: Earth's Mythical Islands
	Narrator
	Documentary series, 3 episodes



	2016
	Tutankhamun[image: External link]
	Lord Carnavon[image: External link]
	



	2016
	Country Calendar[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Film Noir"
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Helen McCrory






Helen Elizabeth McCrory, OBE[image: External link] (born 17 August 1968)[1][2] is an English actress. She portrayed Cherie Blair[image: External link] in both The Queen[image: External link] (2006) and The Special Relationship[image: External link] (2010). She also portrayed Narcissa Malfoy[image: External link] in the final three Harry Potter films[image: External link]; Mama Jeanne[image: External link] in Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s family film[image: External link] Hugo[image: External link] (2011); Clair Dowar in the James Bond[image: External link] film Skyfall[image: External link] (2012); and Polly Gray in Peaky Blinders (2013–present).



TOP
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 Early life




McCrory was born in Paddington[image: External link], London. Her mother, Anne (née Morgans), is Welsh[image: External link], and her father, Iain McCrory, is a diplomat from Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland.[3] She is the eldest of three children. She was educated at Queenswood[image: External link], a Hertfordshire[image: External link] boarding school[image: External link], after which she spent a year living in Italy. Upon her return to Britain, she began studying acting at the Drama Centre[image: External link] in London.[4]
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 Career




McCrory won Third Prize at the Ian Charleson Awards[image: External link] for her 1993 performance as Rose Trelawny in Trelawny of the 'Wells'[image: External link] at the National Theatre[image: External link].[5] In 2002 she was nominated for a London Evening Standard[image: External link] Theatre Award for Best Actress (for playing Elena in Chekhov[image: External link]'s Uncle Vanya[image: External link] at the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]] She was later nominated for a 2006 Laurence Olivier Theatre Award[image: External link] for her role as Rosalind in As You Like It[image: External link] in London's West End.[citation needed[image: External link]] In April 2008, she made a "compelling" Rebecca West in a production of Ibsen[image: External link]'s Rosmersholm[image: External link] at the Almeida Theatre[image: External link], London.[6]

She appeared in Charles II: The Power and The Passion[image: External link] (2003), as Barbara Villiers, Countess of Castlemaine[image: External link], and in supporting roles in such films as Interview with the Vampire[image: External link] (1994), Charlotte Gray[image: External link] (2001), The Count of Monte Cristo[image: External link] (2002), and Casanova[image: External link] (2005). In The Queen[image: External link] (2006) she played Cherie Blair[image: External link], a role she reprised in Peter Morgan[image: External link]'s follow-up The Special Relationship[image: External link].[7]

She appeared in a modernised TV adaptation[image: External link] of Frankenstein's Monster[image: External link], simply called Frankenstein[image: External link]. Her first pregnancy forced her to pull out of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link] (2007), in which she had been cast as Bellatrix Lestrange[image: External link] (she was replaced by Helena Bonham Carter[image: External link]). McCrory was later cast as Bellatrix's sister Narcissa Malfoy[image: External link] in Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link], released in July 2009.[8][9] McCrory reprised her role in the final films, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]; McCrory's performance was well received by fans of the books. She also played the principal villain role of Rosanna Calvierri in the episode "The Vampires of Venice[image: External link]" of the BBC television series Doctor Who[image: External link].

McCrory starred in The Last of the Haussmans at the Royal National Theatre[image: External link], which began 12 June 2012. The production was broadcast to cinemas around the world on 11 October 2012 through the National Theatre Live[image: External link] programme.[10]

In 2013, McCrory narrated poetry for The Love Book App, an interactive anthology of love literature developed by Allie Byrne Esiri[image: External link].[11] Again, in 2013 McCrory played 'Lady Macbeth' at the Little Angel Theatre[image: External link]. She plays Polly Gray in 'Peaky Blinders'

In 2014, McCrory played the title role in the National Theatre's production of Medea[image: External link], directed by Carrie Cracknell[image: External link]. Also in 2014, McCrory made a guest appearance on the TV series Penny Dreadful[image: External link]. She returned as a regular for the show's second season, playing the main antagonist.

In August 2016, McCrory was confirmed to play Emma Banville in ITV[image: External link] drama series Fearless, which began airing in June 2017.[12]
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 Personal life




On 4 July 2007, McCrory married actor Damian Lewis[image: External link]. They have a daughter, Manon (b. 8 September 2006), and a son, Gulliver (b. 2 November 2007).[13] They live in London. She is an honorary patron of the London children's charity Scene & Heard[image: External link].[14]

McCrory was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link] (OBE) in the 2017 New Year Honours[image: External link] for services to drama.[15]
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 Film and television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1993
	Full Stretch
	Vicki Goodall
	Television series

Episode: "Risky Business"



	Performance[image: External link]
	Jean Rice
	Television film



	1994
	Interview with the Vampire[image: External link]
	2nd Whore
	Film



	Uncovered[image: External link]
	Lola
	Film



	1995
	Streetlife
	Jo
	Television film

BAFTA Cymru[image: External link] Award for Best Actress

1995 Monte-Carlo Television Festival[image: External link]

Silver Nymph – Best Actress (winner)

1995 Royal Television Society – Best Actress (winner)



	Rik Mayall Presents Dirty Old Town
	Claire
	Television film



	1996
	The Fragile Heart[image: External link]
	Nicola Pascoe
	Mini-series

1997 Critics' Circle Awards – Best Actress (nominee)



	Witness Against Hitler
	Freya von Moltke[image: External link]
	Television film



	Scene
	
	Television series

Episode: "Environment"

"The People Are the Forest"



	1997
	James Gang, TheThe James Gang[image: External link]
	Bernadette James
	Film



	Trial & Retribution[image: External link]
	Anita Harris
	Mini-series



	1998
	Spoonface Steinberg[image: External link]
	Mother
	Television film



	Stand and Deliver
	Christina
	Television film



	Dad Savage[image: External link]
	Chris
	Film



	1999
	Split Second
	Angie Anderson
	Television film



	2000
	Anna Karenina[image: External link]
	Anna Karenina
	Mini-series



	Hotel Splendide[image: External link]
	Lorna Bull
	Film



	North Square[image: External link]
	Rose Fitzgerald
	Television series

2001 Broadcasting Press Guild[image: External link] – Best Actress (winner)

2001 London Critics' Circle Awards – Best Actress (winner)



	2001
	In a Land of Plenty[image: External link]
	Mary Freeman
	Mini-series



	Charlotte Gray[image: External link]
	Francoise
	Film



	2002
	Count of Monte Cristo, TheThe Count of Monte Cristo[image: External link]
	Valentina Villefort
	Film



	Jury, TheThe Jury[image: External link]
	Rose Davies
	Mini-series



	Dickens[image: External link]
	Kate Dickens
	Mini-series



	Deep Down
	Dana
	Short film



	Dead Gorgeous
	Antonia Ashton
	Television film



	2003
	Does God Play Football
	Sarah Ward
	Short film



	Lucky Jim[image: External link]
	Margaret Peel
	Television film



	Carla
	Carla French
	Television film



	Charles II: The Power and The Passion[image: External link]
	Barbara Villiers[image: External link]
	Mini-series

Satellite Award[image: External link] – Best Actress in a Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-series or Motion Picture Made for Television (nominee)

2004/5 L.A. Television Awards – Best Actress (nominee)



	2004
	Enduring Love[image: External link]
	Mrs. Logan
	Film



	Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Silk Stocking[image: External link]
	Jenny Vandeleur
	Television film



	2005
	Messiah 4 : The Harrowing[image: External link]
	Dr. Rachel Price
	Mini-series



	Casanova[image: External link]
	Casanova's Mother
	Film



	2006
	Normal for Norfolk[image: External link]
	Clare
	Short film



	Queen, TheThe Queen[image: External link]
	Cherie Blair[image: External link]
	Film

2007 London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link] – Best British Actress in a Supporting Role (nominee)

Nominated: ALFS Award



	2007
	Becoming Jane[image: External link]
	Mrs. Radcliffe[image: External link]
	Film



	Frankenstein[image: External link]
	Dr. Victoria Frankenstein[image: External link]
	Television film



	2008
	Flashbacks of a Fool[image: External link]
	Peggy Tickell
	Film



	2009
	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	Narcissa Malfoy[image: External link]
	Film



	Fantastic Mr. Fox[image: External link]
	Mrs. Bean
	Film

Voice role



	Life[image: External link]
	Amanda Puryer,

Mickey Rayborn's security specialist
	Television series



	2010
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Rosanna Calvierri
	Television series

Episode: "The Vampires of Venice[image: External link]"



	4.3.2.1.[image: External link]
	Mrs. Jones
	Film



	Special Relationship, TheThe Special Relationship[image: External link]
	Cherie Blair[image: External link]
	Television film



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link]
	Narcissa Malfoy[image: External link]
	Film



	2011
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]
	Film



	Hugo[image: External link]
	Mama Jeanne[image: External link]
	Film



	Phineas and Ferb[image: External link]
	Lucy Fletcher
	Television series

Episode "My Fair Goalie"



	2012
	We'll Take Manhattan[image: External link]
	Lady Clare Rendlesham
	Television film



	Flying Blind
	Frankie
	Film



	Skyfall[image: External link]
	Clair Dowar
	Film



	Leaving
	Julie Ranmore
	Mini-series



	The Cable Club (Soho)
	Stella
	Short film



	2013–present
	Peaky Blinders
	Aunt Polly (Elizabeth) Gray, née Shelby
	Television series

2014 Festival International de Programmes Audiovisuels – Best Actress in a Television Series (winner)



	2014
	Inside No. 9[image: External link]
	Tabitha
	Television series

Episode: "The Harrowing[image: External link]"



	A Little Chaos[image: External link]
	Madame Françoise Le Nôtre
	Film



	Tommy Cooper: Not Like That, Like This[image: External link]
	Mary Kay
	Television film



	2014–2015
	Penny Dreadful[image: External link]
	Evelyn Poole
	Television series

Satellite Award[image: External link] – Best Actress in a Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-series or Motion Picture Made for Television (nominee)

Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link] – Best Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (nominee)



	2015
	The Woman in Black: Angel of Death[image: External link]
	Jean Hogg
	Film



	Bill[image: External link]
	Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link]
	Film



	To Appomattox
	Julia Grant
	Mini-series



	2016
	Their Finest[image: External link]
	
	Completed



	2017
	Fearless
	Emma Banville
	ITV drama series



	Loving Vincent[image: External link]
	Louise Chevalier
	Film; Post-production
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 Stage production






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1990
	The Importance of Being Earnest[image: External link]
	Gwendoline
	



	Teechers[image: External link]
	Gail
	



	1990
	Macbeth[image: External link]
	Witch
	



	1991
	Pride and Prejudice[image: External link]
	Lydia Bennet
	



	Blood Wedding[image: External link]
	Bride
	1992 Manchester Evening News[image: External link] – Best Actress (winner)



	1992
	Fuente Ovejuna[image: External link]
	Jacinta
	



	Don't Fool With Love[image: External link]
	Camille
	



	1993
	Trelawny of the 'Wells'[image: External link]
	Rose Trelawny
	Ian Charleson Award[image: External link] Third Prize



	1994
	Venice Preserved[image: External link]
	Belvidera
	



	The Seagull[image: External link]
	Nina Mikhailovna Zarechnaya
	



	The Devil's Disciple[image: External link]
	Judith Anderson
	



	1995
	Keely And Du
	Keely
	



	Macbeth[image: External link]
	Lady Macbeth
	1995 Shakespeare Globe Awards – Richard Burton Award For Most Promising Newcomer (winner)



	1996
	Les Enfants Du Paradis
	Garance
	



	1998
	In a Little World of Our Own
	
	



	How I Learned to Drive[image: External link]
	Li'I Bit
	



	1999
	The Triumph of Love
	Princess Leonide (alias Phocion)
	



	2001
	Platonov[image: External link]
	Anna Petrovna
	



	2002
	Uncle Vanya[image: External link]
	Yelena
	2002 Evening Standard Theatre[image: External link] – Best Actress (nominee)

2003 What's On Stage Theatregoers' Choice Awards[image: External link] – Best Actress in a Play (nominee)

2003 Drama Desk Awards[image: External link] – Outstanding Featured Actress in a Play (nominee) (Uncle Vanya)



	Twelfth Night[image: External link]
	Olivia



	2003
	Five Gold Rings[image: External link]
	Miranda
	



	2004
	Old Times[image: External link]
	Anna
	



	2006
	As You Like It[image: External link]
	Rosalind[image: External link]
	2006 What's On Stage Theatregoers' Choice Awards – Best Actress in a Play (nominee)

2006 Olivier Awards[image: External link] – Best Actress (nominee)



	Orson's Shadow[image: External link]
	Vivien Leigh[image: External link]
	



	A Tribute to Look Back in Anger
	Helena Charles
	



	2008
	Rosmersholm[image: External link]
	Rebecca West
	



	2010–2012
	The Late Middle Classes
	Celia Smithers
	2011 What's On Stage Theatregoers' Choice Awards – Best Actress in a Play (nominee)

2012 Royal Television Society – Best Actress (nominee)



	2010
	Energy Source
	Imagination
	



	2011
	Cries from the Heart: The Iron Rice Bowl
	
	



	2012
	The Last of the Haussmans
	Libby
	2013 Glamour Awards[image: External link] – Theatre Actress of the Year (winner)

2013 What's On Stage Theatregoers' Choice Awards – Best Supporting Actress in a Play (nominee)

2013 Olivier Awards – Best Actress in a Supporting Role (nominee)



	2013
	Macbeth
	Lady Macbeth
	



	2014
	Medea[image: External link]
	Medea[image: External link]
	
2015 Critics' Circle Theatre Award[image: External link] – Actress (win)

2014 London Evening Standard Theatre awards[image: External link] – Actress (nominee)





	2016
	The Deep Blue Sea[image: External link][16]
	Hester Collyer
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Paul Anderson (actor)






For other people with similar names, see Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], Paul W. S. Anderson[image: External link], and Paul Anderson[image: External link].

Paul Anderson is an English actor[image: External link] of film and stage.[1] He came to prominence for portraying Arthur Shelby in Peaky Blinders and Sebastian Moran[image: External link] in Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows[image: External link].[2]
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Anderson decided to pursue acting in the mid-2000s after working for many years as a ticket scalper and aspiring musician and enrolled at the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link]. He began his acting career by appearing in plays written by friend Gregory Burke[image: External link], in whose critically acclaimed debut film '71[image: External link] was released in 2014.[3] He had his first leading role in the 2009 British movie The Firm. Anderson's break came when, in 2013, he was cast as a main character in the BBC Two show Peaky Blinders as Arthur Shelby, a mentally-ill gangster in post-World War I Birmingham. Since then, Anderson has appeared in many major films including Ron Howard's In the Heart of the Sea[image: External link] and The Revenant[image: External link], as well as Brimstone, which was released in 2016.
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Anderson is from South London.[3]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Engaged to Kill
	Hunter
	



	2008
	Frankie Howerd: Rather You Than Me
	Roger
	



	2009
	The Firm[image: External link]
	Bex
	



	2010
	The Basement
	Jake
	



	2011
	A Lonely Place to Die[image: External link]
	Chris
	



	2011
	Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows[image: External link]
	Colonel Sebastian Moran[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Piggy
	Piggy
	



	2012
	The Sweeney[image: External link]
	Allen
	



	2012
	Passion[image: External link]
	Dirk
	



	2014
	'71[image: External link]
	Sergeant Leslie Lewis
	



	2014
	Electricity[image: External link]
	Barry O'Connor
	



	2015
	Legend[image: External link]
	Albert Donoghue
	



	2015
	In the Heart of the Sea[image: External link]
	Caleb Chappel
	



	2015
	The Revenant[image: External link]
	Anderson
	



	2016
	Brimstone[image: External link]
	Frank
	



	2017
	Hostiles[image: External link]
	
	Post-production



	2018
	Robin Hood[image: External link]
	
	Filming
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2003
	Pink Serenade
	Jeremy Fischer
	



	2005
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Jason
	Episode: "The Christmas Invasion[image: External link]"



	2007
	Silent Witness[image: External link]
	DS Dave Leeson
	2 episodes



	2008
	Ashes to Ashes[image: External link]
	PC Murder Suspect
	Episode: 1.8



	2008
	Lewis[image: External link]
	Frank Sporetti
	Episode: "Wild Justice"



	2009
	Midsomer Murders[image: External link]
	Graham Spate
	Episode: "The Black Book"



	2011
	The Promise[image: External link]
	Seargeant Frank Nash
	TV Mini-Series



	2011
	Lewis[image: External link]
	Alistair Darlow
	Episode: "Wild Justice"



	2013
	Top Boy[image: External link]
	Mike
	3 episodes



	2013
	The Great Train Robbery[image: External link]
	Gordon Goody
	TV Mini-Series



	2013–present
	Peaky Blinders
	Arthur Shelby
	Main character
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Annabelle Wallis






Annabelle Frances Wallis (born 25 September 1984) is an English actress best known for her roles as Jane Seymour[image: External link] in Showtime[image: External link]'s period drama The Tudors[image: External link] (2009–10), Bridget in ABC[image: External link]'s drama Pan Am[image: External link] (2011), Mia Form in the 2014 supernatural horror film Annabelle[image: External link], and as Grace Burgess in the BBC[image: External link] drama Peaky Blinders (2013–2016).[1]
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In Portugal, she did several short films before she moved to London to pursue a career in movies. In London, she did some advertisements and went to drama school.

In 2009, Wallis starred as Jane Seymour in season three of the Showtime[image: External link] drama series The Tudors[image: External link] with Jonathan Rhys Meyers[image: External link].[2] She took over from Anita Briem[image: External link], who quit the role at the end of the second season. She returned as Jane Seymour in a dream sequence to The Tudors for the fourth (and final) season in mid-2010, which was confirmed when the first promotional picture of the season showed Jane (along with King Henry VIII, Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Anne of Cleves, Catherine Howard and Catherine Parr) on the cover.

In 2010, Annabelle was cast in W.E[image: External link]., directed by Madonna, and in 2011 had a minor role in the film, X-Men: First Class[image: External link]. She starred as Grace Burgess in the BBC drama Peaky Blinders, alongside Cillian Murphy and Sam Neill, from 2013 to 2016.[3][4] In 2014, she starred in the horror film Annabelle[image: External link], a spin-off of 2013's The Conjuring[image: External link].[5]
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Wallis was born in Oxford[image: External link], but spent much of her childhood in Portugal, attending Saint Dominic's International School[image: External link]. Her maternal uncle is the late actor Richard Harris[image: External link]. Wallis speaks fluent English and Portuguese. She also speaks some French and Spanish. She currently lives in London[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Dil Jo Bhi Kahey...[image: External link]
	Sophie Besson / Savirti Pradhan
	Bollywood[image: External link] film



	2006
	True True Lie[image: External link]
	Paige
	



	2007
	Steel Trap
	Melanie
	



	2008
	Body of Lies[image: External link]
	Hani's Girlfriend in Bar
	



	2009
	Right Hand Drive
	Ruth
	



	2011
	W.E.[image: External link]
	Arabella Green
	



	2011
	X-Men: First Class[image: External link]
	Amy
	



	2012
	Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link]
	Sara
	



	2013
	Hello Carter
	Kelly
	



	2014
	Annabelle[image: External link]
	Mia Form
	



	2015
	Sword of Vengeance[image: External link]
	Annabelle
	



	2016
	Grimsby[image: External link]
	Lina Smit
	



	2016
	Come and Find Me[image: External link]
	Claire
	



	2017
	Mine[image: External link]
	Jenny
	



	2017
	King Arthur: Legend of the Sword[image: External link]
	Maid Maggie
	



	2017
	The Mummy[image: External link]
	Jenny Halsey
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Jericho[image: External link]
	Lizzie Way
	Episode: "The Killing of Johnny Swan"



	2007
	Diana: Last Days of a Princess[image: External link]
	Kelly Fisher
	Television film



	2009
	Ghost Town
	Serena
	Television film



	2009–2010
	Tudors, TheThe Tudors[image: External link]
	Jane Seymour[image: External link]
	5 episodes



	2010
	Lost Future, TheThe Lost Future[image: External link]
	Dorel
	Television film



	2011
	Strike Back: Project Dawn[image: External link]
	Dana Van Rijn
	2 episodes



	2011
	Pan Am[image: External link]
	Bridget Pierce
	4 episodes



	2013–2016
	Peaky Blinders
	Grace Burgess
	14 episodes



	2014
	Fleming: The Man Who Would Be Bond[image: External link]
	Muriel Wright
	2 episodes



	2014
	Musketeers, TheThe Musketeers[image: External link]
	Ninon de Larroque
	Episode: "A Rebellious Woman"
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Iddo Goldberg






Iddo Goldberg ( Hebrew[image: External link]: עדו גולדברג‎‎; born 5 August 1975) is a British-Israeli actor.
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Goldberg has had several notable roles, including Brandon in the two series of Attachments[image: External link] and Ben on Secret Diary of a Call Girl[image: External link], where his then girlfriend Ashley Madekwe[image: External link] also had a regular role. He appeared as semi-regular 15Peter20 in Chris Morris[image: External link] and Charlie Brooker[image: External link]'s short-lived comedy Nathan Barley[image: External link]. He also appeared in the 2008 war film Defiance[image: External link] starring Daniel Craig[image: External link] and Liev Schreiber[image: External link].[1]

In 2013, Goldberg starred as Freddie Thorne in the first series of the BBC Two crime drama Peaky Blinders. He co-starred in the 2012 film And While We Were Here[image: External link] with Kate Bosworth[image: External link].[2][3]

In addition to a Tumblr[image: External link] account that features his photographs, Goldberg makes short films that are posted there.[4] He directed the short Supper (2012) with Joey Slotnick[image: External link] and Lauren Katz and music videos by James Rousseau, Anyone (Acoustic/Live) (2012) and Hair of the Dog (2012). Goldberg also made a film about his maternal grandmother called Luba (2010).

In 2015 he appeared in the music video for the Disclosure[image: External link] song " Magnets[image: External link]" alongside Lorde[image: External link].

Goldberg played villain T. O. Morrow[image: External link] and his android Red Tornado[image: External link] in the CBS[image: External link] series Supergirl[image: External link] in 2015.[5]

Between 2014 and 2017 he starred in Salem[image: External link].
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Goldberg was born in Haifa[image: External link], Israel, and moved to London with his family at the age of 10.[6] His father came from Riga[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link] but emigrated to Northern Rhodesia[image: External link] during the 1930s, obtaining a degree in architecture from a British university. Goldberg's mother's family is based in Jerusalem[image: External link].[2]

He married his girlfriend and fellow actor Ashley Madekwe[image: External link] in June 2012.
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998
	Fast Food
	Junkie
	



	1999
	Jesus[image: External link]
	Seth
	Television film



	2001
	Uprising[image: External link]
	Zygmunt Frydrych
	Television film



	2002
	L'Auberge Espagnole[image: External link]
	Alistair
	



	2004
	Suzie Gold[image: External link]
	Anthony Silver
	



	2004
	Defender, TheThe Defender[image: External link]
	Scripts
	



	2005
	Little Trip to Heaven, AA Little Trip to Heaven[image: External link]
	Russle
	



	2005
	Dead Fish[image: External link]
	Thief
	



	2006
	Bye Bye Harry!
	Ian
	



	2006
	Withdrawal
	Freddie
	Short film



	2006
	Are You Ready for Love?[image: External link]
	Benjamin
	



	2007
	I Could Never Be Your Woman[image: External link]
	Director
	



	2007
	Run Fatboy Run[image: External link]
	News reporter
	



	2007
	Relief of Belsen, TheThe Relief of Belsen[image: External link]
	Emmanuel Fisher[image: External link]
	Television film



	2008
	Defiance[image: External link]
	Yitzhak Shulman
	



	2009
	Unmade Beds[image: External link]
	Mike
	



	2009
	Fused
	Danny
	Short film



	2009
	Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler, TheThe Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler[image: External link]
	Jakub Rozenfeld
	Television film



	2009
	Tournament, TheThe Tournament[image: External link]
	Tech Rob
	



	2010
	Tourist, TheThe Tourist[image: External link]
	Jones' assistant Whitfield
	



	2011
	Christopher and His Kind[image: External link]
	Wilfred Landauer
	Television film



	2012
	And While We Were Here[image: External link]
	Leonard
	



	2013
	Last Passenger[image: External link]
	Jan Klimowski
	



	2017
	The Zookeeper's Wife[image: External link]
	Maurycy Fraenkel
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998
	Bill, TheThe Bill[image: External link]
	Kevin Baxter
	Episode: "Bad Chemistry"



	2000
	Holby City[image: External link]
	Simon Martin
	Episode: "Letting Go"



	2000
	Bill, TheThe Bill
	Wayne Stevens
	Episode: "Beyond Conviction"



	2000–2001
	Attachments[image: External link]
	Brandon
	13 episodes



	2004
	Little Britain[image: External link]
	Tennis partner
	Episode: "#2.5"



	2005
	Nathan Barley[image: External link]
	15Peter20
	3 episodes



	2005
	Last Rights[image: External link]
	Sol
	3 episodes



	2007
	Skins[image: External link]
	William
	Episode: " Jal[image: External link]"



	2007–2011
	Secret Diary of a Call Girl[image: External link]
	Ben
	31 episodes



	2011
	Waking the Dead[image: External link]
	Tom Harding
	2 episodes



	2012
	Jan
	Hugh
	Episode: "Wine Bar"



	2012
	Mentalist, TheThe Mentalist[image: External link]
	Tony Redgrave
	Episode: "Red Is the New Black"



	2013
	NCIS[image: External link]
	Yaniv Bodnar
	Episode: " Berlin[image: External link]"



	2013
	Peaky Blinders
	Freddie Thorne
	6 episodes



	2013
	Mob City[image: External link]
	Leslie Shermer
	5 episodes



	2014–2017
	Salem[image: External link]
	Isaac Walton
	34 episodes



	2015
	Tut[image: External link]
	Lagus
	3 episodes



	2015
	Bar Rescue[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Brokedown Palace"



	2015
	Supergirl[image: External link]
	T.O. Morrow[image: External link] / Red Tornado[image: External link]
	Episode: "Red Face"
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	Year
	Title
	Artist
	Notes



	2015
	Magnets[image: External link]
	Disclosure[image: External link] feat. Lorde[image: External link]
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Sophie Rundle






Sophie Rundle (born 21 April 1988) is an English actress best known for portraying Ada Shelby in the BBC One[image: External link] historical crime drama television series Peaky Blinders, as code-breaker Lucy in the ITV[image: External link] drama series The Bletchley Circle[image: External link], and as Labia in the British/American television sitcom Episodes[image: External link]. She also plays Alice in Sky 1's[image: External link] 2017 drama Jamestown[image: External link].
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In 2011, Rundle graduated from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link] in acting.[1] She also went to Bournemouth School for Girls[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Rundle first started her career in the British horror comedy[image: External link] film Small Town Folk in 2007 opposite Warwick Davis[image: External link].[2] Later in 2012, she starred in the ITV[image: External link] four-part television miniseries[image: External link] period drama[image: External link], Titanic[image: External link], created by producer Nigel Stafford-Clark[image: External link] and written by Julian Fellowes[image: External link], which is based on the sinking of the RMS Titanic[image: External link].[3] Later that year, she guest-starred as Labia in the British/American television sitcom[image: External link] Episodes[image: External link] opposite Matt LeBlanc[image: External link] and Stephen Mangan[image: External link], which aired on Showtime[image: External link] and BBC Two.

Also in 2012, Rundle starred in Great Expectations[image: External link] directed by Mike Newell[image: External link], with the adapted screenplay by David Nicholls[image: External link] and stars Jeremy Irvine[image: External link], Helena Bonham Carter[image: External link], Holliday Grainger[image: External link], Ralph Fiennes[image: External link], and Robbie Coltrane[image: External link].[4] The film premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] and released in the UK on 30 November 2012.

Rundle also played Sefa in the two-part episode Arthur's Bane of the final season of the BBC TV series Merlin[image: External link].[5]

She played a lead role in the ITV[image: External link] mystery drama series The Bletchley Circle[image: External link], about four women who investigate a series of murders,[6] and ended on 27 January 2014. On the series' cancellation, Rundle stated:



	“
	It was a real shame because we would've loved to have come back. I think we were all gutted. In the climate that we're in at the moment, it's really hard to get shows re-commissioned. Doing a second series was a complete bonus – we only thought we were doing a one-off drama.[7]

	”




She also stars as Ada Shelby in the BBC Two historic crime drama series Peaky Blinders, based on the memoirs of the Shelby family, whose many brothers, sisters, and relatives make up the fiercest gang of all in interwar Birmingham. On mastering the Brummie[image: External link] accent during production, Rundle said that she and the rest of the cast had struggled with it at first because it is not heard much on television, but managed to master the accent after a set visit in Birmingham.[8]

Rundle played the lead role of Fiona Griffiths, a young detective constable[image: External link] in the Sky Living[image: External link] two-part crime series Talking to the Dead, based on the eponymous novel by Harry Bingham. It was adapted by Golden Globe Award[image: External link]-nominee Gwyneth Hughes[image: External link].[9] On playing Fiona Griffiths, Rundle did some research on Cotard’s Syndrome[image: External link] in order to portray Griffiths accurately.[10] She agrees that her character in the series is a little "loopy": "Well, yes. Part of the mystery of the show is trying to work out what is going on with her. You know that there is a history of trauma there and you are trying to figure that out. It is being fed to you in little bits. She has a history of mental health issues too, which gives her an affinity with the dead."[11]

Rundle guest-starred as Pamela Saint, a young mother who suffers mental health problems after delivering her child, in the seventh episode of the third series of the BBC medical period drama series Call the Midwife[image: External link], which aired on 2 March 2014.[12] She also starred in the six-part BBC One[image: External link] police procedural[image: External link] series Happy Valley[image: External link] as Kirsten McAskill, a rookie policewoman who stops Lewis (played by Adam Long[image: External link]) for speeding and is then run over by his accomplice in a recent kidnapping, Tommy (portrayed by James Norton[image: External link]), a convicted drug offender,[13] thus killing her. On the dramatic development for her character throughout the series, Rundle hinted that she [Kirsten], "is so young and eager and enthusiastic about her job, it's a real shock when what happens happens — and it's quite exciting as well."[14] The series debuted on 29 April 2014, and was created by Sally Wainwright[image: External link] which stars Sarah Lancashire[image: External link] and Steve Pemberton[image: External link].

On 4 October 2014, Rundle appeared in the live cooking programme Saturday Kitchen[image: External link] presented by James Martin[image: External link] as an interviewed guest.[15]

Rundle starred as Eva Smith/Daisy Renton in Helen Edmundson[image: External link]'s BBC[image: External link] adaptation of J.B. Priestley[image: External link]'s An Inspector Calls[image: External link],[16] which also starred David Thewlis[image: External link][17] portraying the title role, Ken Stott[image: External link] and Miranda Richardson[image: External link]. The drama was directed by Aisling Walsh[image: External link] and was broadcast on BBC One[image: External link] on 13 September 2015.[18] In June 2015, Rundle starred as Jenny[19] in the Channel 4[image: External link] sitcom Not Safe for Work[image: External link] alongside Zawe Ashton[image: External link], Tom Weston-Jones[image: External link], Samuel Barnett[image: External link], Sacha Dhawan[image: External link] and Anastasia Hille[image: External link]. Asked what interested her in the sitcom, Rundle stated:



	“
	It was a really clever, funny script. It’s a comedy but it’s also got a real heart to it – it’s a drama as well. There’s a real drive to the story. DC’s writing is very clever and of its time, very subtle and witty. It made me laugh. And then when I found out Zawe was doing it, and all the other cast, I just thought it was going to be a really cool project.[20] The series is created and written by playwright D. C. Moore[image: External link] and was broadcast on 30 June 2015.[21]

	”




Rundle also portrayed Honoria Barbary in BBC[image: External link]'s 20-part Dickensian[image: External link], an innovative reworking of an ensemble of characters created by Charles Dickens[image: External link], which aired on BBC One[image: External link] on 26 December 2015. Rundle has claimed the adaption is like "really brilliant fan fiction" which people should enjoy:



	“
	It's a clever idea, it's one of those ones that when you say it to people they go, 'Oh yeah! Why have we not done that before?' You read Great Expectations and you want to know what happened to Miss Havisham when she was younger, and I think it makes total sense. It's such a joy. It's like really brilliant fan fiction.[22]

	”




On 18 January 2016, it was announced that Rundle will star in ITV's six-part series titled Brief Encounters[image: External link],[23] which is loosely based on Gold Group International CEO[image: External link], Jacqueline Gold[image: External link]'s 1995 memoir, Good Vibrations.[24] Set in the 1980s, the series is about four women who see the potential of finding happiness and fulfillment by selling lingerie[image: External link] and sex toys[image: External link] to women in the privacy of their own homes. Filming commenced at the end of January in Sheffield[image: External link].[25]
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 Theatre career




On February 2013, Rundle played Bunty Mainwaring in Stephen Unwin[image: External link]'s production of Noël Coward[image: External link]'s The Vortex[image: External link] at the Rose Theatre, Kingston[image: External link].[26]

In December 2014, she played Lucia Kos in a new play titled 3 Winters by London-based Croatian playwright Tena Štivičić[image: External link], about the Kos family, living at three crucial periods in Croatian history. The play is directed by Howard Davies[image: External link] at the National Theatre[image: External link].[27][28]
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 Filmography






	Films



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Small Town Folk
	Heather
	



	2012
	Great Expectations[image: External link]
	Clara
	



	2013
	Talking to the Dead
	Fiona Griffiths
	TV film



	2015
	An Inspector Calls[image: External link]
	Eva Smith/Daisy Renton/Sarah
	TV film






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Garrow's Law[image: External link]
	Miss Casson
	Episode: 3.4[image: External link]



	2012
	Titanic[image: External link]
	Roberta Maioni
	Recurring character



	Episodes[image: External link]
	Labia
	Recurring character



	Merlin[image: External link]
	Sefa[image: External link]
	Episode: "Arthur's Bane: Part One[image: External link]

Episode: "Arthur's Bane: Part Two[image: External link]



	2013
	Shetland[image: External link]
	Sophie
	Episode: "Red Bones: Part 1[image: External link]

Episode: "Red Bones: Part 2[image: External link]



	2012–2014
	The Bletchley Circle[image: External link]
	Lucy
	Main character



	2013–present
	Peaky Blinders
	Ada Shelby
	Main character



	2014
	Call The Midwife[image: External link]
	Pamela Saint
	Guest star



	2014
	Happy Valley[image: External link]
	Kirsten McAskill
	Recurring character



	2015
	Not Safe for Work[image: External link]
	Jenny
	Main character



	2015–16
	Dickensian[image: External link]
	Honoria Barbary
	Supporting role



	2016
	Brief Encounters[image: External link]
	Steph Kirke
	Main character



	2017
	Jamestown[image: External link]
	Alice Kett
	Main character






	Radio



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2016
	Stardust[image: External link]
	Yvaine
	Main character
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Joe Cole (actor)






Joe Cole (born 28 November, 1988) is an English actor from Kingston, London[image: External link]. Some of his most notable roles include playing Luke in Skins[image: External link], Tommy in Offender[image: External link], John Shelby in Peaky Blinders, Reece in Green Room[image: External link], and Marzin and Beckwith in Secret in Their Eyes[image: External link].
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Cole's acting career began when he was accepted into the National Youth Theatre[image: External link].[1] He obtained his first roles in a one-night show in the West End,[2] on The Bill[image: External link] and Holby City[image: External link], and then in roles on stage at the Bush Theatre's sell-out School Season.[3] Cole has also penned a comedy series with Matt Lucas[image: External link].[1]
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 Personal life




Cole has four younger brothers.[1] His brother Finn Cole is also an actor, and plays Michael Gray in Peaky Blinders.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Leo Cooper
	Season 26 Episode 10



	Holby City[image: External link]
	Shaun Jackson
	Season 12 Episodes 22 and 23



	Stanley Park
	Lee
	TV movie



	Assessment
	Michael
	Short film



	2011
	Come Fly with Me[image: External link]
	Jordan
	Series 1 Episodes 3 and 6



	Injustice[image: External link]
	Alan Stewart
	Episodes 1-4



	2012
	Skins[image: External link]
	Luke
	Series 6 Episodes 1 and 4



	Volume[image: External link]
	Sam
	Short film



	Offender[image: External link]
	Tommy
	



	Now Is Good[image: External link]
	Scott
	



	The Thick of It[image: External link]
	Jack
	Series 4 Episode 5



	The Hour[image: External link]
	Trevor
	Series 2 Episodes 1, 2 and 6



	2013
	Playhouse Presents[image: External link]
	Stephen
	Series 2 Episode 8: Cargese



	2013-present
	Peaky Blinders
	John Shelby
	Series regular



	2014
	A Long Way Down[image: External link]
	Chas
	



	Slap
	Connor
	Short



	The Falling[image: External link]
	Kenneth Lamont
	



	Peterman
	Johnny
	



	Callow & Sons
	
	Short film



	2015
	Pressure[image: External link]
	Jones
	



	Green Room[image: External link]
	Reece
	



	Secret in Their Eyes[image: External link]
	Marzin / Beckwith
	



	2017
	A Prayer Before Dawn[image: External link]
	Billy Moore
	Post-production



	Woodshock[image: External link]
	Nick
	Post-production



	Thank You for Your Service[image: External link]
	
	Post-production



	Eye on Juliet
	
	Post-production
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Benjamin Zephaniah






Benjamin Obadiah Iqbal Zephaniah (born 15 April 1958)[1] is a British[image: External link] writer, dub poet[image: External link] and Rastafarian[image: External link]. He was included in The Times list of Britain's top 50 post-war writers in 2008.[2]
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 Life and Work




Zephaniah was born and raised in the Handsworth[image: External link] district of Birmingham[image: External link],[3] which he has called the "Jamaican capital of Europe". He is the son of a Barbadian[image: External link] postman and a Jamaican[image: External link] nurse.[4][5] A dyslexic[image: External link], he attended an approved school[image: External link] but left aged 13 unable to read or write.[5]

He writes that his poetry is strongly influenced by the music and poetry of Jamaica and what he calls "street politics". His first performance was in church when he was eleven, and by the age of fifteen, his poetry was already known among Handsworth's Afro-Caribbean[image: External link] and Asian communities.[6] He received a criminal record with the police as a young man and served a prison sentence for burglary.[5][7] Tired of the limitations of being a black poet communicating with black people only, he decided to expand his audience, and headed to London at the age of twenty-two.[4]

He became actively involved in a workers co-operative in Stratford, London[image: External link], which led to the publication of his first book of poetry, Pen Rhythm (Page One Books, 1980). Three editions were published. Zephaniah has said that his mission is to fight the dead image of poetry in academia[image: External link], and to "take [it] everywhere" to people who do not read books so he turned poetry readings into concert-like performances.[4]

His second collection of poetry, The Dread Affair: Collected Poems (1985), contained a number of poems attacking the British legal system. Rasta Time in Palestine (1990), an account of a visit to the Palestinian occupied territories, contained poetry and travelogue.

His 1982 album Rasta, which featured The Wailers[image: External link]' first recording since the death of Bob Marley[image: External link] as well as a tribute to Nelson Mandela[image: External link], gained him international prestige[8] and topped the Yugoslavian[image: External link] pop charts.[6][8] It was because of this recording that he was introduced to the political prisoner and soon-to-be South African president Nelson Mandela, and in 1996, Mandela requested that Zephaniah host the president's Two Nations Concert at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link], London. Zephaniah was poet in residence at the chambers of Michael Mansfield[image: External link] QC, and sat in on the inquiry into Bloody Sunday[image: External link] and other cases, these experiences leading to his Too Black, Too Strong poetry collection (2001).[5] We Are Britain! (2002) is a collection of poems celebrating cultural diversity in Britain.

Zephaniah's first book of poetry for children, called Talking Turkeys, was reprinted after six weeks. In 1999 he wrote a novel for teenagers, Face[image: External link], the first of four novels to date.

Zephaniah lived for many years in East London but in 2008 began dividing his time between Beijing and a village near Spalding[image: External link], Lincolnshire.[9]

He was married for twelve years to Amina, a theatre administrator, whom he divorced in 2001.[10]

In 2011, Zephaniah accepted a year-long position as poet in residence at Keats House[image: External link] in Hampstead[image: External link], London.

Zephaniah is a supporter of Aston Villa F.C.[image: External link] and is the patron for an Aston Villa supporters' website.[11]
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Zephaniah is an honorary patron of The Vegan Society[image: External link],[12] Viva![image: External link] (Vegetarians International Voice for Animals),[13] EVOLVE! Campaigns,[14] the anti-racism organisation Newham Monitoring Project[image: External link] with whom he made a video[15] in 2012 about the impact of Olympic policing on black communities, Tower Hamlets Summer University[image: External link] and is an animal rights[image: External link] advocate. In 2004 he wrote the foreword to Keith Mann[image: External link]'s book From Dusk 'til Dawn: An insider's view of the growth of the Animal Liberation Movement, a book about the Animal Liberation Front[image: External link]. In August 2007, he announced that he would be launching the Animal Liberation Project, alongside People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link].[16] He became a vegan when he read poems about "shimmering fish floating in an underwater paradise, and birds flying free in the clear blue sky".

The poet joined Amnesty International[image: External link] in speaking out against homophobia in Jamaica[image: External link], saying: "For many years Jamaica was associated with freedom fighters and liberators, so it hurts when I see that the home of my parents is now associated with the persecution of people because of their sexual orientation."[17]

Zephaniah has spoken in favour of a British Republic[image: External link] and the dis-establishment of the crown[image: External link].[18]

Zephaniah appeared in literature to support changing the British electoral system[image: External link] from first-past-the-post[image: External link] to alternative vote[image: External link] for electing members of parliament to the House of Commons[image: External link] in the Alternative Vote referendum[image: External link] in 2011.[19]

Zephaniah is a Rastafari[image: External link].[20]

In 2003, Zephaniah was offered appointment as an Officer of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link], but publicly rejected it[image: External link].[21] In a subsequent article for The Guardian he elaborated upon his reaction to learning about being considered for the award and his reasons for rejecting it: "Me? I thought, OBE me? Up yours, I thought. I get angry when I hear that word 'empire'; it reminds me of slavery, it reminds of thousands of years of brutality, it reminds me of how my foremothers were raped and my forefathers brutalised...Benjamin Zephaniah OBE – no way Mr Blair, no way Mrs Queen. I am profoundly anti-empire[image: External link]."[22]

In 2015 he called for Welsh and Cornish to be taught in English schools, saying "Hindi, Chinese and French are taught [in schools], so why not Welsh? And why not Cornish? They're part of our culture." [23]
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Zephaniah won the BBC[image: External link] Young Playwright's Award.[1] He has been awarded honorary doctorates by the University of North London[image: External link] (in 1998),[1] the University of Central England[image: External link] (in 1999), Staffordshire University[image: External link] (in 2001),[24] London South Bank University[image: External link] (in 2003), the University of Exeter[image: External link] and the University of Westminster[image: External link] (in 2006). On 17 July 2008 Zephaniah received an honorary doctorate from the University of Birmingham[image: External link].[25] He was listed at 48 in The Times[image: External link]' list of 50 greatest postwar writers.[2]

He has released several albums of original music.[26] He was awarded Best Original Song in the Hancocks 2008, Talkawhile Awards for Folk Music (as voted by members of Talkawhile.co.uk[27]) for his version of Tam Lyn[image: External link] Retold recorded with The Imagined Village[image: External link]. He collected the Award live at The Cambridge Folk Festival[image: External link] on 2 August 2008 and described himself as a "Rasta Folkie".[28]
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 Poetry





	
Pen Rhythm (1980)

	
The Dread Affair: Collected Poems (1985) Arena

	
City Psalms (1992) Bloodaxe Books[image: External link]


	
Inna Liverpool (1992) AK Press[image: External link]


	
Talking Turkeys (1995) Puffin Books[image: External link]


	
Propa Propaganda (1996) Bloodaxe Books

	
Funky Chickens (1997) Puffin

	
School's Out: Poems Not for School (1997) AK Press

	
Funky Turkeys (Audiobook) (1999) AB hntj

	
White Comedy (Unknown)

	
Wicked World! (2000) Puffin

	
Too Black, Too Strong (2001) Bloodaxe Books

	
The Little Book of Vegan Poems (2001) AK Press

	
Reggae Head (Audiobook) 57 Productions
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 Novels





	
Face[image: External link] (1999) Bloomsbury (published in children's and adult editions)

	
Refugee Boy[image: External link] (2001) Bloomsbury

	
Gangsta Rap (2004) Bloomsbury

	
Teacher's Dead (2007) Bloomsbury

	
Terror Kid (2014) Bloomsbury[29]
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 Children's books





	
We are Britain (2002) Frances Lincoln

	
Primary Rhyming Dictionary (2004) Chambers Harrap

	
J is for Jamaica (2006) Frances Lincoln

	
My Story (2011), Collins

	
When I Grow Up (2011), Frances Lincoln
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 Other





	
Kung Fu Trip (2011), Bloomsbury
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 Plays





	
Playing the Right Tune (1985)

	
Job Rocking (1987). Published in Black Plays: 2[image: External link], ed. Yvonne Brewster[image: External link], Methuen Drama, 1989.

	
Delirium (1987)

	
Streetwise (1990)

	
Mickey Tekka (1991)

	
Listen to Your Parents (included in Theatre Centre: Plays for Young People – Celebrating 50 Years of Theatre Centre (2003) Aurora Metro, also published by Longman, 2007)

	
Face: The Play (with Richard Conlon)
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 Acting roles





	
Didn't You Kill My Brother?[image: External link] (1987) – Rufus

	
Farendj[image: External link] (1989) – Moses

	
Dread Poets' Society (1992) - Andy Wilson

	
Truth or Dairy (1994) – The Vegan Society (UK)

	
Crucial Tales (1996) – Richard's father

	
Making the Connection (2010) – Environment Films / The Vegan Society (UK)

	
Peaky Blinders (2013) - Jeremiah Jesus
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 Discography
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 Albums





	
Rasta (1982) Upright (reissued 1989) Workers Playtime (UK Indie[image: External link] #22)[30]


	
Us An Dem (1990) Island[image: External link]


	
Back to Roots (1995) Acid Jazz[image: External link]


	
Belly of De Beast (1996) Ariwa[image: External link]


	
Naked (2005) One Little Indian[image: External link]


	
Naked & Mixed-Up (2006) One Little Indian (Benjamin Zephaniah Vs. Rodney-P)
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 Singles, EPs





	
Dub Ranting EP (1982) Radical Wallpaper

	"Big Boys Don't Make Girls Cry" 12-inch single (1984) Upright

	"Free South Africa" (1986)

	"Crisis" 12-inch single (1992) Workers Playtime
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 Guest appearances





	"Empire" (1995) Bomb the Bass[image: External link] with Zephaniah & Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link]


	
Heading for the Door by Back to Base (2000) MPR Records

	
Open Wide (2004) Dubioza kolektiv[image: External link] (C) & (P) Gramofon

	
Rebel by Toddla T[image: External link] (2009) 1965 Records

	"Illegal" (2000) from "Himawari" by Swayzak

	"Theatricks" by Kinobe(2000)
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David Dawson (actor)






David Robert Dawson (born 7 September 1982) is an English actor[image: External link]. He has appeared on television in The Road to Coronation Street[image: External link], Luther[image: External link] and BBC One[image: External link]'s 2016 version of The Secret Agent[image: External link][1] and on stage in Comedians[image: External link], Posh[image: External link] and Luise Miller[image: External link].
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 Early life




Dawson was born in Widnes[image: External link], England and attended Fairfield High School[image: External link] and Warrington Collegiate[image: External link] Institute before being accepted to RADA[image: External link] on the acting programme in 2002. Whilst in high school he was a member of the Musketeer Theatre Company where he played Dogberry[image: External link] in William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link] amongst other roles. At just 17 he wrote a play called Divorced and Desperate which ran at the Queen's Hall Theatre, Widnes, for three nights. A year later he wrote and starred in the play The Boy in the Bed at the Tower Theatre, Islington with financial backing from Barbara Windsor[image: External link] and Julie Walters[image: External link] to whom he had written for help. David also has a younger brother, James.[2]
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 Roles




After leaving RADA[image: External link] in 2005, Dawson's first professional role was as understudy to Kevin Spacey[image: External link] as the eponymous hero of Shakespeare's Richard II[image: External link] for Trevor Nunn[image: External link].[2]

Dawson has appeared in the television[image: External link] shows Doc Martin[image: External link], The Thick of It[image: External link], Damage and Up Close and Personal. He played Harry Parr-Davies[image: External link] in the BBC[image: External link] drama Gracie![image: External link] about the life of English singer Gracie Fields[image: External link]. He starred as Coronation Street[image: External link] creator Tony Warren[image: External link] in the BBC drama The Road to Coronation Street.[3] He played Toby Kent in three episodes of the second series of Luther[image: External link] for the BBC.[4]

In 2012, Dawson appeared in two BBC Two literary adaptations, playing Bazzard in The Mystery of Edwin Drood[image: External link][5] and Poins in Henry IV, Parts I and II[image: External link].[6] He later appeared in the first three BBC-produced series of Ripper Street[image: External link].[7] Dawson portrayed David Collins[image: External link] in the BBC Two series Banished[image: External link][8] and King Alfred[image: External link] in BBC America and BBC Two's historical drama series The Last Kingdom[image: External link].[9]
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Venue
	Role



	2015
	The Dazzle
	Found111
	Homer



	2014
	The Duchess of Malfi[image: External link]
	Shakespeare's Globe[image: External link]
	Ferdinand



	2013
	The People of the Town
	Gielgud Theatre[image: External link]
	Antoine



	2013
	The Vortex[image: External link]
	Rose Theatre, Kingston[image: External link]
	Nicky Lancaster



	2011
	Luise Miller[image: External link]
	Donmar Warehouse[image: External link]
	Hofmarschall von Kalb



	2010
	Posh[image: External link]
	Royal Court[image: External link]
	Hugo Fraser-Tyrwhitt



	2009
	Comedians[image: External link]
	Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith
	Gethin Price



	2009
	Romeo and Juliet
	Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link]
	Romeo[image: External link]



	2009
	The Entertainer
	The Old Vic
	Frank Rice



	2008
	Nicholas Nickleby[image: External link]
	UK Tour
	Smike



	2008
	The Long And The Short And The Tall
	Sheffield Crucible
	Whittaker



	2007
	Richard II[image: External link]
	The Old Vic
	The Groom/ Understudy to Richard
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role



	2016
	Maigret[image: External link]
	Marcel Moncin



	2015-
	The Last Kingdom[image: External link]
	King Alfred[image: External link]



	2015
	Banished[image: External link]
	David Collins[image: External link]



	2014
	The Smoke[image: External link]
	Dom



	2013
	Peaky Blinders
	Roberts



	2013
	The Borgias[image: External link]
	The French Ambassador



	2013
	Dancing on the Edge[image: External link]
	D.I. Horton



	2012-2015
	Ripper Street[image: External link]
	Fred Best



	2012
	Parade's End[image: External link]
	Aranjuez



	2012
	Henry IV, Parts I and II[image: External link]
	Poins



	2012
	The Mystery of Edwin Drood[image: External link]
	Bazzard



	2011
	Luther[image: External link]
	Toby Kent



	2010
	The Road to Coronation Street[image: External link]
	Tony Warren[image: External link]



	2009
	London Boulevard[image: External link]
	Big Issue Seller



	2009
	The Secret Diary of a Call Girl[image: External link]
	Byron Seebohm



	2009
	Gracie![image: External link]
	Harry Parr Davies[image: External link]



	2007
	The Thick of It[image: External link]
	Affers



	2007
	Damage
	Tom Byrne



	2005
	Doc Martin[image: External link]
	Wallace
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 Radio






	Year
	Title
	Role



	2013
	To Make the Plough Go Before the Horse
	Esmé Stewart[image: External link]



	2013
	Eugene Onegin
	Eugene Onegin
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 Awards




In 2008 Dawson was nominated for Best Newcomer in a Play[image: External link] at the Olivier Awards[image: External link] for his role as Smike in Nicholas Nickleby[image: External link]. He was also nominated in 2010 for Best Supporting Actor in the What's On Stage awards for his role as Gethin Price in Comedians[image: External link].
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 Critical acclaim




Dawson drew critical acclaim for his portrayal of writer Tony Warren[image: External link] in the BBC Four[image: External link] drama The Road to Coronation Street[image: External link]. For the New Statesman[image: External link] Rachel Cooke[image: External link] wrote: "I think he's going to be a huge star. When he is doing his thing, it is hard to take your eyes off him".[10] The Daily Express[image: External link] said "It is David Dawson and some perfectly judged dialogue which brings this drama to light"[11] while The Mirror[image: External link]'s Jane Simon called him "absolutely brilliant".[12]
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Andy Nyman






Andrew "Andy" Nyman (born 13 April 1966) is an English actor and magician[image: External link].
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 Life and career




Nyman was born in Leicester[image: External link]. His first noteworthy performance was in 2000 as Keith Whitehead in "Dead Babies",[5] an adaptation of the 1975 Martin Amis novel. He worked with Jon Voight[image: External link], David Schwimmer and Leelee Sobieski in Jon Avnet[image: External link]'s 2001 Emmy award-winning film Uprising (NBC)[6] as a Polish freedom fighter.

His next film role was in the 2003 film Coney Island Baby as a gay[image: External link] French gun dealer. 2006 saw the release of the Severance, "Wild Romance" and "Are You Ready for Love?", and Nyman won the award for best actor at the 2006 Cherbourg-Octeville[image: External link] Festival of Irish & British Film for his role as Colin Frampton in Shut Up and Shoot Me[image: External link].[7] In 2007, Nyman appeared as one of the leads in the Frank Oz film "Death at a Funeral," starring opposite Matthew Macfadyen[image: External link], Ewen Bremmer and Keely Hawes. In 2008, he appeared as Patrick, a sleazy reality show producer in Charlie Brooker[image: External link]'s E4 horror satire "Dead Set",[8] then in December 2008 he appeared in BBC Four[image: External link]'s supernatural drama series Crooked House[image: External link].[9]

He played the recurring character Jonty de Wolf in Channel 4[image: External link]'s semi-improvised show Campus[image: External link]. In 2013, Nyman appeared in Kick Ass 2: Balls To The Wall[image: External link], as "The Tumor." He did voice over work for the series Sarah and Duck[image: External link] and "Chuggington", and played a young Winston Churchill, in the Netflix Original Programing[image: External link] drama Peaky Blinders (TV series). In 2014 Nyman played the role of Charles Guiteau[image: External link] in the Stephen Sondheim[image: External link] musical Assassins (musical)[image: External link] at the Menier Chocolate Factory[image: External link], and appeared in the film Automata with Antonio Banderas[image: External link] and Dylan McDermott.

In August 2014, Nyman was one of 200 public figures who were signatories to a letter to The Guardian opposing Scottish independence[image: External link] in the run-up to September's referendum on that issue[image: External link].[10]
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 Work with Derren Brown




As an accomplished magician and mentalist, Nyman has frequently collaborated with psychological illusionist[image: External link] Derren Brown[image: External link]. He is the co-creator and co-writer of theTV shows Derren Brown – Mind Control and Trick of the Mind. He and Brown wrote Russian Roulette[image: External link], Séance[image: External link], and Messiah[image: External link], as well as three series of Trick of the Mind. He also co-wrote and co-directed four of Brown's stage shows,[11] all of which have toured and played the West End. For Something Wicked This Way Comes they were awarded the 2006 Olivier Award[image: External link] for Best Entertainment.

Their fourth show Enigma[image: External link] was also nominated for Olivier Award 2010, and he was nominated for the Lew Grade[image: External link] Award at the 2007 BAFTA Awards[image: External link] for his work on Derren Brown: The Heist[image: External link] (alongside collaborators Derren Brown, Simon Mills[image: External link] and Ben Caron).[9] Nyman shares some of his magic "know-how" in the DVD, Insane[image: External link]. Their latest collaboration is entitled "Miracle"[image: External link] and is set to open in March 2015 in England.
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 Ghost Stories




Nyman is co-creator of the long-running horror stage-play Ghost Stories. The show opened at the Liverpool Playhouse[image: External link] on 4 February 2010; from there it moved to the Lyric Theatre Hammersmith[image: External link] before transferring to the Duke of York's Theatre[image: External link] in the West End, opening on 25 June 2010.

Since then it has played in Moscow[image: External link] and Toronto[image: External link] and was nominated for two Olivier Awards[image: External link] in 2011, Best Sound and Best Entertainment. Nyman and Jeremy Dyson[image: External link] co-wrote the show and co-directed it along with Sean Holmes. The stage play Ghost Stories finished after 1,000 shows in the Duke of York's, on 15 March 2015.[12]
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 Filmography
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 Television




Television work includes:


	
The Bill[image: External link] as Various characters (1989-1995)

	
The Woman in Black[image: External link] as Jackie (1989) (TV film)

	
Five Children and It[image: External link] as Baker's Boy (1991)

	
Archer's Goon[image: External link] as Museum attendant (1992)

	
New Voices as Jim (1995)

	
EastEnders[image: External link] as Neil Kaplan (1997)

	
Uprising[image: External link] as Calel Wasser (2001) (TV film)

	
Chuggington[image: External link] as Chatsworth and Dunbar (2008)

	
Dead Set[image: External link] as Patrick (2008)

	
Crooked House[image: External link] as Nicholas Duncalfe (2008)

	
Campus[image: External link] as Jonty de Wolfe (2009–2011)

	
Olly the Little White Van as Jethro, Royston, Mick, Bertie and other voices (2011)

	
Stargazing Live[image: External link] as Himself (2012)

	
Sarah & Duck[image: External link] as Bag and Cake (2013)

	
Peaky Blinders as Winston Churchill (2013)

	
Psychobitches[image: External link] as Various characters (2014)

	
Ballot Monkeys[image: External link] as Gerry Stagg (2015)

	
The Eichmann Show[image: External link] as David Landor (2015)(TV film)
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 Film




Film work includes:


	
Dead Babies[image: External link] as Keith (2000)

	
Coney Island Baby[image: External link] as Franko (2003)

	
Severance[image: External link] as Gordon (2006)

	
Wild Romance[image: External link] as Leo Leitner (2006)

	
Played[image: External link] as Danny (2005)

	
Are You Ready for Love?[image: External link] as Barry Schneider (2007)

	
Death at a Funeral[image: External link] as Howard (2007)

	
The Tournament[image: External link] as Tech Eddie (2009)

	
Black Death[image: External link] as Dalywag (2010)

	
Kick-Ass 2[image: External link] as The Tumor (2013)

	
Autómata[image: External link] (2014)

	
Shaun the Sheep Movie[image: External link] as Nuts (2015)

	
Minions[image: External link] as Additional Voices (2015)

	
The Commuter[image: External link] as Tony (2017)
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 Theatre





	Abigail's Party[image: External link]" as Lawrence (2012)[13]

	Assassins[image: External link]" as Charles Guiteau (2014-2015) [14]

	Hangmen[image: External link]" as Syd' (2015-2016) [15]
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 Awards





	2006 - Olivier Award[image: External link], Best Entertainment "Something Wicked This Way Comes"[16]


	2006 - Cherbourg-Octeville Festival of Irish and British Film - Best Actor - Shut Up and Shoot Me[17]


	2008 - Member of the Inner Magic Circle[image: External link][18]
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Charlie Creed-Miles






Charlie Creed-Miles (born 24 March 1972) is an English actor[image: External link] and musician[image: External link].[1]

Creed-Miles was born in Nottingham,[2][3] and had his first starring screen role, aged 19, in The Punk (1993). His relationship with actress Samantha Morton[image: External link] (with whom he co-starred in The Last Yellow) produced a daughter, born in 2000.
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 Filmography





	
Romans[image: External link] (2017) .... Paul

	
100 Streets[image: External link] (2017).... George

	
Wild Bill[image: External link] (2012).... Bill

	
Hereafter[image: External link] (2010)....Photographer

	
You And I[image: External link] (2010).... Ian

	
Harry Brown[image: External link] (2009).... Sgt. Hickock

	
King Arthur[image: External link] (2004) .... Ganis

	
Essex Boys[image: External link] (2000) .... Billy Reynolds

	
The Last Yellow (1999) .... Kenny

	
Woundings (1998) .... Stanley Jardine

	
Nil by Mouth[image: External link] (1997) .... Billy

	
The Fifth Element[image: External link] (1997) (as "Charlie Creed Miles") .... David

	
The Young Poisoner's Handbook[image: External link] (1995) .... Berridge

	
Bad English I: Tales of a Son of a Brit (1995)

	
Super Grass (1994) .... Greg

	
The Punk (1993) .... David

	
London Kills Me[image: External link] (1991) .... Kid in lift

	
Let Him Have It[image: External link] (1991) .... Second boy in school

	
King Arthur (2004) ... Peasant
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 TV





	
Ripper Street[image: External link] (2015) ...Horace Buckley...Episode 3.2 "The Beating of Her Wings"

	
Peaky Blinders (2013) ...Billy Kimber

	
Endeavour[image: External link] (2012) ...Teddy Saunders

	
Falcón[image: External link] (2012) ...Inspector Ramirez

	
True Love[image: External link] (2012).... David

	
Injustice[image: External link] (ITV, 2011)

	
Five Days[image: External link] (BBC, 2007)

	Hustle[image: External link]

	Agatha Christie's Marple[image: External link]: 4.50 from Paddington[image: External link]

	Charles II: The Power and The Passion[image: External link]

	Waking the Dead[image: External link]

	Hardware[image: External link]

	White Teeth[image: External link]

	Dead Casual

	Lenny Blue

	Station Jim

	The Sins

	Faith in the Future[image: External link]

	Loved Up[image: External link]

	A Touch of Frost[image: External link]

	The Upper Hand[image: External link]

	Between the Lines[image: External link]

	The Life and Death of Philip Knight

	Trust Me

	Drop the Dead Donkey[image: External link]

	Casualty[image: External link]

	Press Gang[image: External link]

	Words of Love

	The Gemini Factor

	Skins[image: External link]

	
Silent Witness[image: External link] (2011) ...Francis Mynall
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	North of Ping Pong
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Charlotte Riley






Charlotte Louise Riley (born 29 December 1981) is an English actress. She is known for her roles as Sarah Hurst in Easy Virtue[image: External link] and as Catherine Earnshaw[image: External link] in ITV[image: External link]'s adaptation of Wuthering Heights[image: External link].[1]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life and education




Riley was born in Grindon[image: External link], County Durham[image: External link].[2] She was raised in County Durham[image: External link] and attended Teesside High School[image: External link] from the age of 9 until 18.[3] She attended St Cuthbert's, Durham University[image: External link] from 2000–03, performing with the Durham Revue and in plays and musicals and graduating with a degree in English and Linguistics; she also attended the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art[image: External link] from 2005 to 2007.[4]
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 Career




In 2004, Riley won the Sunday Times'[image: External link] Playwriting Award for Shaking Cecilia, which she co-wrote with Tiffany Wood.[5][6] She appeared in Edge of Tomorrow[image: External link], starring Tom Cruise[image: External link] and Emily Blunt[image: External link]. She also appeared onstage at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link] production of The Priory, by Michael Wynne.[7] She co-starred in London Has Fallen[image: External link], the sequel to the 2013 film Olympus Has Fallen[image: External link],[8] where she portrayed an MI6[image: External link] agent Jacqueline Marshall.[9] She also portrayed Arabella Strange in the miniseries adaptation of Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell[image: External link].[10]
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 Personal life




She became engaged to English actor Tom Hardy in 2010. Riley and Hardy worked together on Wuthering Heights and The Take. The couple married in July 2014.[11][12] In October 2015, their first child was born.[13][14]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Name
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Grownups[image: External link]
	Chloe
	Episode: "Send"



	2007
	Holby City[image: External link]
	Tanya Cusan
	Episode: "Someone to Watch Over Me"



	2008
	Survey No. 257
	Emma
	Short film



	2008
	Inspector George Gently[image: External link]
	Carmel O'Shaughnessy
	Episode: "The Burning Man"



	2008
	Easy Virtue[image: External link]
	Sarah Hurst
	



	2009
	Wuthering Heights[image: External link]
	Catherine Earnshaw[image: External link]
	Television film



	2009
	The Take[image: External link]
	Maggie Summers
	4 episodes



	2009
	Spanish Flu: The Forgotten Fallen[image: External link]
	Peggy Lytton
	Television film



	2009
	Marple: The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side
	Margot Bence
	Television film



	2010
	Foyle's War[image: External link]
	Mandy Dean
	Episode: "Killing Time"



	2010–2011
	DCI Banks[image: External link]
	Lucy Payne
	3 episodes



	2012
	The Town[image: External link]
	Alice
	3 episodes



	2012
	World Without End[image: External link]
	Caris
	8 episodes

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Actress on Television[image: External link]



	2012
	Entity[image: External link]
	Kate Hansen
	



	2014
	Edge of Tomorrow[image: External link][15]
	Nance
	



	2014
	Peaky Blinders
	May Carleton
	2nd season



	2015
	In the Heart of the Sea[image: External link]
	Peggy Gardner Chase
	



	2015
	Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell[image: External link]
	Arabella
	



	2016
	London Has Fallen[image: External link]
	MI6[image: External link] Agent Jacqueline "Jax" Marshall[16]
	



	2016
	Close to the Enemy[image: External link]
	Rachel Lombard
	BBC2 TV miniseries written and directed by Stephen Poliakoff[image: External link]



	2017
	King Charles III[image: External link]
	Kate
	Television film
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Finn Cole






Finn Cole (born 9 November 1995) is an English actor from Kingston[image: External link], London. He is most well known for his role in the BBC[image: External link] series Peaky Blinders as Michael Gray. He is currently starring as Joshua 'J' Cody in TNT's Animal Kingdom[image: External link].[1]
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 Career




As a child, Cole wanted to work on boats like his father.[2] His older brother Joe is also an actor and helped Finn get the audition for his first acting job.[3] In 2015, he appeared as Eric Birling in Helen Edmundson[image: External link]'s BBC One[image: External link] adaptation of An Inspector Calls[image: External link].[4]
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 Personal life




Finn is the fourth of five brothers.[2] His eldest brother is Joe Cole, whom he stars alongside in Peaky Blinders.[5]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2012
	Offender[image: External link]
	Riot Boy
	Extra



	2014–present
	Peaky Blinders
	Michael Gray
	Main cast



	2015
	An Inspector Calls[image: External link]
	Eric Birling
	TV Movie



	2015
	Inspector Lewis[image: External link]
	Ollie Tedman
	Ep: One For Sorrow Pt. 1 & 2



	2016–present
	Animal Kingdom[image: External link]
	Joshua 'J' Cody
	Main cast





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
^ Animal Kingdom[image: External link], 2000-01-01, retrieved 2016-06-17


	
^ a b "Discovery: Finn Cole"[image: External link]. Interview Magazine. Retrieved 2016-06-17.


	
^ "Interview: Peaky Blinders' Finn Cole | Creative England"[image: External link]. www.creativeengland.co.uk. Retrieved 2016-06-17.


	
^ http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02z80kq/credits[image: External link]


	
^ "Finn Cole"[image: External link]. IMDb. Retrieved 2016-06-17.








Categories[image: External link]:

	1995 births[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Male actors from London[image: External link]

	People from Kingston upon Thames[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 13 May 2017, at 17:40.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Finn Cole: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finn_Cole [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Finn_Cole [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Career

	3 Filmography

	4 References

	5 External links





Natasha O'Keeffe






Natasha Dervill O'Keeffe (born 1 December 1986 in Brighton[image: External link]) is an English stage, television and movie actress[image: External link]. She is known for her roles as Abbey in the British television series Misfits[image: External link], Fedora in ITV's television series Jekyll and Hyde[image: External link], and as Emelia Ricoletti in the Sherlock[image: External link] New Year special episode "The Abominable Bride[image: External link]".[1] Also starred in GrandChester
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 Early life




Raised in Tooting[image: External link], South London[image: External link], O'Keeffe trained at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama[image: External link], and starred in a number of their stage productions.[1]
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 Career




O'Keeffe first came to public attention in 2008, playing a member of the Royal Family[image: External link] who enjoys parties, one night stands and drugs in the music video for Falling Down[image: External link],[1] the last single released by Oasis[image: External link] before the band dissolved. That same year, she had a part in the feature film Abraham's Point.

In 2010 and 2012, O'Keeffe played Sadie in both seasons of BBC Three[image: External link]'s drama series Lip Service[image: External link], about a group of lesbians[image: External link] living in Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link]. In 2012 and 2013 she played Abbey Smith[image: External link] in the lead ensemble for the final two seasons of E4[image: External link]'s comedy-drama Misfits[image: External link], about a group of young offenders in a London community service[image: External link] program who obtain supernatural powers[image: External link].[2]

In 2013, O'Keeffe had roles in television episodes of Law & Order: UK[image: External link] and Peaky Blinders, and appeared in the feature films Filth[image: External link] and Svengali[image: External link].

In 2015, she starred as Fedora, the side-kick and lover of the main antagonist[image: External link] in ITV[image: External link]'s TV series, Jekyll and Hyde[image: External link].

She also starred in a music video for Daughter (band)[image: External link]'s song "Numbers" as part of a series of films for the band's album Not to Disappear[image: External link].[3]

In 2016, she appeared in the Sherlock[image: External link] special "The Abominable Bride[image: External link]" as Emelia Ricoletti, the "abominable bride" of the title.
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 Filmography






	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2008
	Abraham's Point
	Sarah
	



	2013
	A Little Place Off the Edgware Road
	Wife
	Short film



	Svengali[image: External link]
	Natasha
	



	2013
	Filth[image: External link]
	Anna
	






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010-12
	Lip Service[image: External link]
	Sadie Anderson
	10 episodes



	2012-13
	Misfits[image: External link]
	Abbey Smith
	Series 4-5 (main role; 11 episodes)



	2013
	Law & Order: UK[image: External link]
	Connie Moran
	Series 7 Episode 5



	2013-present
	Peaky Blinders
	Lizzie Stark
	Main role



	2015
	The Last Panthers[image: External link]
	Kirsty
	



	Jekyll and Hyde[image: External link]
	Fedora
	



	2016
	Sherlock[image: External link]
	Emilia Ricoletti/ The Abominable Bride
	Episode: "The Abominable Bride[image: External link]", Main Role
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Aimee-Ffion Edwards






Aimee-Ffion Edwards (born November 21, 1987) is a Welsh actress from Newport[image: External link], Wales[image: External link].[1] She is perhaps best known for playing Sketch[image: External link] in Skins[image: External link] and Esme in Peaky Blinders.
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 Early life




Aimee-Ffion Edwards was born in Newport, Wales. She attended Ysgol Gymraeg Casnewydd (Newport Welsh medium primary school) and Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw. She played for a local youth rugby team, the only girl in a boys' team, until she was 14. She would often go from ballet lessons to playing for the rugby team.[2]

She took a drama A-level at school, and joined the National Youth Theatre of Wales.[3]

She is fluent in English and Welsh[image: External link].
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 Film and television




Edwards appeared in the 2002 short film Dŵr Dwfn.[4]

She was training to be a classical singer when she appeared on the Pop Idol[image: External link]-type Welsh language[image: External link] TV show called Wawffactor[image: External link] in 2006 and became runner-up.[3]

Edwards made her television debut as the character Sketch in the E4[image: External link] series Skins[image: External link] in 2008.[3]

In 2009, she appeared in the Valentine's Day episode of Casualty[image: External link] ("Stand By Me"), as a teenager who finds a replacement speed-date in the wards of Holby City Hospital, and ends up involved in a serious gun-related incident. In the first episode of Casualty 1909[image: External link] she played a young prostitute called Deborah Lynch, who was being abused by her father.

In 2010, she appeared in an episode of the supernatural BBC drama series Being Human[image: External link] as a theatre usher, who is also a ghost.

In 2011, she appeared in series 2 of the BBC[image: External link] drama series Luther[image: External link], playing the character Jenny Jones.[3]

In 2012, she appeared in Sky Atlantic[image: External link]'s four-part series Walking And Talking, a spin-off from an episode of Sky One[image: External link]'s Christmas series of shorts Little Crackers[image: External link]. Aimee played Mary, friend of Kath, played by Ami Metcalf, in these stories written by Kathy Burke and based on her own teenage years.

In 2013 and 2014, she appeared as Esme, the wife of John Shelby, in the BBC series Peaky Blinders.

In 2014, Edwards appeared in two BBC Cymru Wales[image: External link] television productions celebrating the centenary of Dylan Thomas[image: External link]: as part of an all-Welsh cast in a television adaptation of Thomas' radio drama Under Milk Wood[image: External link], playing the part 'Laugharne Voice';[5] and as Marianne in A Poet in New York[image: External link], Andrew Davies[image: External link]' dramatisation of Thomas' last days.[6]

In 2014, she appeared as Katy in The Harrowing[image: External link],[1] the sixth episode of the first series of Inside No. 9[image: External link], written by Steve Pemberton[image: External link] and Reece Shearsmith[image: External link]. She also appeared as Sophie in the BBC Four[image: External link] comedy series Detectorists[image: External link].[7]

In 2016, she appeared as Sian in Death In Paradise[image: External link] as a young girl who is murdered.
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 Stage




Edwards made her stage debut in 2008 in SH*T-M*X at the Trafalgar Studios in London.[8]

In 2009, she performed in Jez Butterworth[image: External link]'s play Jerusalem[image: External link] at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link], alongside Mackenzie Crook[image: External link].[1][3]

In 2011, she made her Broadway[image: External link] debut, reprising her role in Jerusalem at the Music Box Theatre, New York.[1] She appeared in the London revival of Jerusalem later that year.

In 2012, she appeared in The Recruiting Officer[image: External link] at the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link],[1] and in Marius von Mayenburg[image: External link]'s Fireface at the Young Vic.[9]

In 2013, she appeared as Avonia Bunn in Trelawny of the Wells[image: External link] at the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link].[10]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2014
	Queen and Country[image: External link]
	Sophie Adams
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2018
	Troy: Fall of a City[image: External link]
	Cassandra[image: External link]
	TV miniseries



	2017
	Loaded[image: External link]
	Abby[image: External link]
	Channel 4 series



	2016
	Death in Paradise[image: External link]
	Sian
	



	2015
	Wolf Hall[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Barton[image: External link]
	



	2014 -
	Detectorists[image: External link]
	Sophie
	



	2014
	The Harrowing (Inside No. 9)[image: External link]
	Katy
	[11]



	2014
	Under Milk Wood[image: External link]
	Laugharne Voice
	



	2014
	A Poet in New York[image: External link]
	Marianne
	[6]



	2013 -
	Peaky Blinders
	Esme
	



	2011
	Luther[image: External link]
	Jenny Jones
	



	2010
	Being Human[image: External link]
	Robin
	[12]



	2008
	Skins[image: External link]
	Sketch
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2015
	Everybody's Gone to the Rapture[image: External link]
	Rachel Baker
	Voice role
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Tom Hardy






For other people with the same name, see Thomas Hardy (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Edward Thomas Hardy[1] (born 15 September 1977)[2] is an English actor and producer. His motion picture debut was in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s 2001 action film Black Hawk Down[image: External link]. Hardy's other notable films include the science fiction film Star Trek: Nemesis[image: External link] (2002), the crime film RocknRolla[image: External link] (2008), biographical psychological drama Bronson[image: External link] (2008), sports drama Warrior[image: External link] (2011), Cold War espionage film Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy[image: External link] (2011), crime drama Lawless[image: External link] (2012), drama Locke (2013), mobster film The Drop[image: External link] (2014), and the biographical western thriller The Revenant[image: External link] (2015), for which he received an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]. He portrayed "Mad" Max Rockatansky[image: External link] in the post-apocalyptic film Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] (2015),[3] and both of the Kray twins[image: External link] in the crime thriller Legend[image: External link] (2015). He has appeared in three Christopher Nolan[image: External link] films: the science fiction thriller Inception[image: External link] (2010), portrayed Bane[image: External link] in the superhero film The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] (2012), and the action-thriller Dunkirk[image: External link] (2017) based on the British evacuation in World War II.

Hardy's television roles include the HBO[image: External link] war drama miniseries Band of Brothers[image: External link] (2001), the BBC[image: External link] historical drama miniseries The Virgin Queen[image: External link] (2005), ITV[image: External link]'s Wuthering Heights[image: External link] (2008), the Sky 1[image: External link] drama series The Take[image: External link] (2009), and the BBC historical crime drama television series Peaky Blinders (2013). He created, co-produced and took the lead in the eight-part historical fiction series Taboo (2017) on BBC One[image: External link] and FX[image: External link].[4]

Hardy has performed on both British and American stages. He was nominated for the Laurence Olivier Award[image: External link] for Most Promising Newcomer for his role as Skank in the 2003 production of In Arabia We'd All Be Kings[image: External link], and was awarded the 2003 London Evening Standard Theatre Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Newcomer for his performances in both In Arabia We'd All be Kings and for his role as Luca in Blood. He starred in the 2007 production of The Man of Mode[image: External link] and received positive reviews for his role in the 2010 Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link]-directed play The Long Red Road.



TOP
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 Early life




Hardy was born in Hammersmith, London[image: External link],[5] the only child of Anne (née Barrett), an artist and painter of Irish[image: External link] descent,[6] and Edward "Chips" Hardy[image: External link],[7] a novelist and comedy writer.[8][9] He was raised in East Sheen, London[image: External link].[10] He studied at Tower House School[image: External link], Reed's School[image: External link], and Duff Miller Sixth Form College. To further his acting ambition, Hardy later studied at Richmond Drama School[image: External link], and subsequently at the Drama Centre London[image: External link].[11]
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 1998–2009




In 1998, Hardy won The Big Breakfast[image: External link]'s Find Me a Supermodel competition at age 21 (and with it a brief contract with Models One).[12] Hardy joined Drama Centre London[image: External link] in September 1998, and was taken out early after winning the part of US Army Private John Janovec in the award-winning HBO[image: External link]-BBC miniseries[image: External link] Band of Brothers[image: External link].[13] He made his feature film debut in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s 2001 war thriller Black Hawk Down[image: External link].[14] In 2003, Hardy appeared in the film dot the i[image: External link], and then travelled to North Africa for Simon: An English Legionnaire, a story of the French Foreign Legion[image: External link]. In the same year, he gained some heavy international exposure as the Reman[image: External link] Praetor[image: External link] Shinzon[image: External link], a clone[image: External link] of USS Enterprise[image: External link] Captain Jean-Luc Picard[image: External link] in Star Trek: Nemesis[image: External link].[15] He then returned to England to feature in the 2003 film LD 50 Lethal Dose[image: External link].[16]

Hardy was awarded the 2003 London Evening Standard Theatre Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Newcomer for his performances in Blood and In Arabia We'd All Be Kings[image: External link] performed at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link] and Hampstead Theatre[image: External link].[17] He was also nominated for a 2004 Laurence Olivier Award[image: External link] for Most Promising Newcomer of 2003 in a Society of London Theatre Affiliate for his performance as Skank in the aforementioned production of In Arabia We'd All Be Kings.[18] Hardy appeared in the 2005 BBC miniseries The Virgin Queen[image: External link] as Robert Dudley[image: External link], a childhood friend of Elizabeth I[image: External link]. The miniseries portrays them as having a platonic, though highly romantic, affair throughout her reign over England during the 16th century.[19] Hardy featured in the BBC Four[image: External link] adaptation of the 1960s sci-fi[image: External link] series A for Andromeda[image: External link].[20]

In 2007, he appeared in BBC Two's drama based on a true story, Stuart: A Life Backwards[image: External link]. He played the lead role of Stuart Shorter, a homeless man who had been subjected to years of abuse and whose death was possibly a suicide.[21] In February 2008, he played a drug-addicted rapist[image: External link] in the British horror-thriller WΔZ[image: External link].[22] In September 2008, he appeared in Guy Ritchie[image: External link]'s London gangster film, RocknRolla[image: External link]; Hardy played the role of gay[image: External link] gangster Handsome Bob.[23] Though a sequel to RocknRolla, titled The Real RocknRolla, has been rumoured to be in production, in which Hardy will reprise the role of Handsome Bob, filming has yet to commence on the project.[24] In early 2009, Hardy starred in the film Bronson[image: External link], about the real-life English prisoner Charles Bronson[image: External link], who has spent most of his adult life in solitary confinement[image: External link]. For the film, he put on three stone[image: External link] (19 kg/42 pounds).[25]

In June 2009, Hardy starred in Martina Cole[image: External link]'s four-part TV drama The Take[image: External link] on Sky One[image: External link], as a drugs and alcohol fuelled gangster. The role gained him a Best Actor nomination at the 2009 Crime Thriller Awards.[26] In August 2009, he appeared in ITV[image: External link]'s Wuthering Heights[image: External link], playing the part of Heathcliff, the classic love character who falls in love with his childhood friend Cathy.[27][28]
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 2010–present




In early 2010, Hardy starred in The Long Red Road at the Goodman Theatre[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link].[29] The play was written by Brett C. Leonard and directed by Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link]. Hardy won some good reviews for his portrayal of Sam, an alcoholic trying to drink away his past.[30][31] In 2010, he starred as Eames in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s science fiction thriller Inception[image: External link] for which he won a BAFTA[image: External link] Rising Star award. Hardy replaced Michael Fassbender[image: External link] in the 2011 film adaptation[image: External link] of Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy[image: External link],[32] released on 5 September 2011 at the 68th edition of the Mostra Internazionale d'Arte Cinematografica[image: External link] in Venice[image: External link]. In March 2010, Hardy signed a first look deal[image: External link] at Warner Bros.[image: External link][33]

In 2011, Hardy starred in the film Warrior[image: External link], which was released on 9 September 2011 by Lionsgate[image: External link] Films. His performance as Tommy Riordan, who is trained by his father to fight in a mixed martial arts tournament against his brother, gained praise from critics. Hardy also starred in This Means War[image: External link], a 2012 romantic comedy film directed by McG[image: External link]. He played the supervillain[image: External link] Bane[image: External link] in The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], the final film in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight Trilogy[image: External link], released on 20 July 2012.[34] He played a bootlegger in John Hillcoat[image: External link]'s Lawless[image: External link] (2012).[35] Hardy has signed up to play the lead role of Sam Fisher[image: External link] in Ubisoft[image: External link]'s upcoming film adaptation of their video game series Tom Clancy's Splinter Cell[image: External link].[36][37] He also appeared in Riz Mc[image: External link]'s music video for the song "Sour Times".[38]

In 2014, Hardy starred in the film The Drop[image: External link] alongside James Gandolfini[image: External link], in what would be the latter's final appearance in a feature film before his death. Hardy also joined the cast of the BBC[image: External link] series Peaky Blinders in its second series. He portrays Alfie Solomons, the head of a Jewish Gang and runner of a distillery which disguises itself as a bakery.

Hardy starred in five films in 2015. The first, Child 44[image: External link], set in 1950s Soviet Russia, saw him playing Leo Demidov, a Soviet secret police agent who investigates a series of child murders. Despite mild praise for his acting, Child 44 was reviewed negatively by critics and was a box office failure.[39] Hardy then played the title character, Max Rockatansky[image: External link], in the 2015 Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link].[40] His performance was praised by critics[41][42] and overall the film received critical acclaim and became a box office success,[43] grossing over $378 million against a $150 million budget, becoming the highest-grossing film in the Mad Max franchise.[44] He played a dual role as London gangsters Reggie and Ronnie Kray[image: External link] in the crime thriller Legend[image: External link] (2015).[45] On 7 December 2015, Hardy won Best Actor at the British Independent Film Awards[image: External link] for his portrayal of the Kray twins, and on the same night attended the premiere of the biographical western thriller The Revenant[image: External link], in which he co-stars with Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link], at Leicester Square[image: External link], London.[46] On 14 January 2016 Hardy received his first Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his performance in The Revenant.[47]

Hardy is to star in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s 2017 action-thriller Dunkirk[image: External link] based on the British military evacuation of the French port of Dunkirk in 1940 during World War II[image: External link]. He will appear alongside Mark Rylance[image: External link], Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] and Harry Styles[image: External link].[48] He will also star as iconic war photographer Don McCullin[image: External link] in a film based on McCullin's autobiography, Unreasonable Behaviour.[49] He will star in Josh Trank[image: External link]'s Al Capone[image: External link] biopic Fonzo.[50]

In 2017, Hardy stars in the BBC One[image: External link] television drama series Taboo. It is created by Steven Knight, Hardy and his father, Edward "Chips" Hardy[image: External link], from a story written by Tom. He helped to produce this eight-part series which FX[image: External link] air in the US. In May 2017 it was announced that Hardy will star in the title role in the film Venom[image: External link] which is based on the Marvel Comics[image: External link] character. The film is set for release in October 2018.[51]
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 Personal life




In 1999, Hardy married Sarah Ward, a producer, but the marriage ended in divorce in 2004.[52] From 2003 to 2004, he was in a relationship with actress Linda Park[image: External link].[53][54] They lived together in London and also co-starred in the play Roger and Vanessa in 2004.[55]

Hardy has a son called Louis born in 2008,[56] with his girlfriend Rachael Speed, an assistant director, whom he met on set of The Virgin Queen[image: External link] in 2005. They separated in 2009 after four years together.[57]

In 2009, Hardy began a relationship with actress Charlotte Riley; they met on the set of Wuthering Heights[image: External link] and married in July 2014.[58][59] They had two dogs, Max & Woodstock both rescues, one of which Hardy appeared with in a PETA[image: External link] advert to promote pet adoption[image: External link].[60] In October 2015, their first child together was born.[61] Woodstock passed away on June 05, 2017 due to an aggressive case of polymyositis.[62]

In 2010, Hardy became an ambassador for The Prince's Trust[image: External link], a leading UK youth charity which provides training, personal development, business start up support, mentoring, and advice.[63] In 2012, he and Riley became patrons of Bowel Cancer UK.[64] Prior to the inaugural Invictus Games[image: External link] held in London in September 2014, Hardy along with other entertainers and athletes read the poem " Invictus[image: External link]" in a promotional video.[65]

Hardy was named one of GQ[image: External link] magazine's 50 best dressed British men in 2015.[66] One of the highest profile actors in contemporary British popular culture[image: External link], Hardy appeared on Debrett's[image: External link] 2016 list of the most influential people in the UK.[67] He has named actor Gary Oldman[image: External link] as his "hero", adding that he imitated scenes from the actor while at drama school.[68][69] Hardy has said that he was 'out of control' on drink and drugs before he turned his life around, and was lucky that he did not contract HIV while he was at his lowest. The actor was addicted to alcohol and crack cocaine until his mid-20s, after which he checked himself into rehab.[70] During the filming of Bronson[image: External link] Hardy met with Britain's most notorious prisoner[image: External link] several times and the two became good friends. Bronson was impressed with how Hardy managed to get just as muscular as he was and how well he could mimic his own personality and voice. Bronson has stated he believes Hardy was the only person who could play him.[71]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Black Hawk Down[image: External link]
	Lance Twombly
	Credited as Thomas Hardy



	2002
	Star Trek: Nemesis[image: External link]
	Shinzon
	



	2003
	Reckoning, TheThe Reckoning[image: External link]
	Straw
	



	2003
	dot the i[image: External link]
	Tom
	



	2003
	LD 50 Lethal Dose[image: External link]
	Matt
	



	2004
	EMR
	Henry
	



	2004
	Layer Cake[image: External link]
	Clarkie
	



	2006
	Marie Antoinette[image: External link]
	Raumont
	



	2006
	Minotaur[image: External link]
	Theo
	



	2006
	Scenes of a Sexual Nature[image: External link]
	Noel
	



	2007
	Flood[image: External link]
	Zack
	



	2007
	WΔZ[image: External link]
	Pierre Jackson
	



	2007
	Inheritance, TheThe Inheritance[image: External link]
	Dad
	



	2007
	Stuart, A life backwards
	Stuart Shorter
	



	2008
	Sucker Punch[image: External link]
	Rodders
	



	2008
	RocknRolla[image: External link]
	Handsome Bob
	



	2008
	Bronson[image: External link]
	Charles Bronson / Michael Peterson[image: External link]
	



	2009
	Thick as Thieves[image: External link]
	Michaels
	



	2009
	Perfect
	Doctor
	Short film



	2010
	Inception[image: External link]
	Eames
	



	2011
	Sergeant Slaughter, My Big Brother
	Dan
	Short film



	2011
	Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy[image: External link]
	Ricki Tarr[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Warrior[image: External link]
	Tommy Riordan Conlon
	



	2012
	This Means War[image: External link]
	Tuck Hansen
	



	2012
	Dark Knight Rises, TheThe Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]
	Bane[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Lawless[image: External link]
	Forrest Bondurant
	



	2013
	Locke
	Ivan Locke
	



	2014
	The Drop[image: External link]
	Bob Saginowski
	



	2015
	Child 44[image: External link]
	Leo Demidov
	



	2015
	Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link]
	Max Rockatansky[image: External link]
	



	2015
	London Road[image: External link]
	Mark
	



	2015
	Legend[image: External link]
	Ronald Kray / Reginald Kray[image: External link]
	



	2015
	The Revenant[image: External link]
	John Fitzgerald
	



	2017
	Dunkirk[image: External link]
	Farrier
	Post-production



	2017
	Star Wars: The Last Jedi[image: External link]
	First Order Stormtrooper
	Post-production/Cameo
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Band of Brothers[image: External link]
	John Janovec
	3 episodes



	2005
	Colditz[image: External link]
	Jack Rose
	2 episodes



	2005
	Virgin Queen, TheThe Virgin Queen[image: External link]
	Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester[image: External link]
	3 episodes



	2005
	Gideon's Daughter[image: External link]
	Andrew
	Television film



	2006
	A for Andromeda[image: External link]
	John Fleming
	Television film



	2006
	Sweeney Todd
	Matthew
	Television film



	2007
	Cape Wrath[image: External link]
	Jack Donnelly
	5 episodes



	2007
	Oliver Twist[image: External link]
	Bill Sikes[image: External link]
	5 episodes[72]



	2007
	Stuart: A Life Backwards[image: External link]
	Stuart Shorter
	Television film



	2008
	Wuthering Heights[image: External link]
	Heathcliff[image: External link]
	2 episodes



	2009
	Take, TheThe Take[image: External link]
	Freddie
	4 episodes



	2013
	Poaching Wars
	Himself
	2 episodes; also executive producer



	2014–present
	Peaky Blinders
	Alfie Solomons
	7 episodes



	2017
	Taboo
	James Delaney
	8 episodes; also co-creator and executive producer



	2017
	CBeebies Bedtime Stories
	Himself
	5 episodes
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2003
	In Arabia We'd All Be Kings[image: External link]
	Skank
	Hampstead Theatre[image: External link], London[image: External link][73]



	2003
	The Modernists
	Vincent
	Crucible Theatre[image: External link], Sheffield[image: External link][74][75]



	2003
	Blood
	Luca
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link], London[76]



	2004
	Festen
	Michael
	Almeida Theatre[image: External link], London[77]



	2007
	The Man of Mode[image: External link]
	Dorimant
	National Theatre[image: External link], London[78]



	2010
	The Long Red Road
	Sammy
	Goodman Theatre[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link][79]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Tom Hardy[image: External link]
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Gaite Jansen






Gaite Sara Kim Jansen (born 25 December 1991) is a Dutch[image: External link] actress[image: External link] born in Rotterdam[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link].

Jansen received her professional training at the Maastricht Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link].

At the age of 16, she was awarded Best Actress Award at the 48 Hour Film Project in Amsterdam for her role in LUWTE. Her performance as a troubled deaf teenager in the acclaimed arthouse film 170 Hz (2011) earned her nominations for Best Actress at the Seattle Film Festival and the Netherlands Film Festival. The film SUPERNOVA, in which she plays the lead role, was selected for the GENERATIONS competition at Berlinale film festival 2014.

In 2014 Jansen made her stage debut at the prestigious Amsterdam Theatre Group, as Ophelia in HAMLET VS HAMLET, directed by Guy Cassiers and played in MEDEA later that year.

In 2015 Jansen appeared as the lead role in the film GREENLAND. She played a suicidal girl in "In Therapie", the Dutch version of BeTipul[image: External link] in 2010.[1] She was nominated "best actress" at the Gouden Kalf[image: External link] awards in 2012 for her role in 170 Hz[image: External link], where she played a deaf girl and conversed mostly in Dutch Sign Language[image: External link].[2]

Jansen also plays the role of Duchess Tatiana Petrovna in the third season of the BBC[image: External link] gangster drama Peaky Blinders. [3] In 2017 she appeared as Hana Raznikova in Line of Duty[image: External link]. [4]

Selected filmography


	
In My Father's Garden[image: External link] (2016)
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Dina Korzun






Dianna Alexandrovna "Dina" Korzun ( Russian[image: External link]: Дианна Александровна "Дина" Корзун; born 13 April 1971) is a Russian theater and film actress.

Life and career

Dina Korzun was born in Smolensk[image: External link]. She graduated from secondary school and Art school, studied ballet and modern dancing. After graduation from the prestigious Moscow[image: External link] Art Theatre School ( МХАТ[image: External link]), she was asked to join the Chekhov Moscow Arts Theater Troupe, where she was a stage actress (1996–2000). Her major roles were Katerina in "Storm", She in "I Can't Imagine Tomorrow[image: External link]" and Helena in "Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]”. Korzun made her screen debut in Valery Todorovsky[image: External link]’s Country of the Deaf[image: External link] (1998). Her performance as Yaya – a deaf and mentally bizarre young woman – became the most critically acclaimed in 1998.

Her other significant role is Tanya in ”Last Resort[image: External link]” (2000) by Pawel Pawlikowski[image: External link]. This groundbreaking performance brought her international recognition with the Best actress prize at British Independent Film Awards[image: External link] (Best Newcomer on screen), London Film Festival[image: External link] (FIPRESCI Prize), Bratislava International Film Festival[image: External link], Gijón International Film Festival[image: External link], Thessaloniki Film Festival[image: External link].

In 2006, Korzun was nominated for the Best Female Lead at the Independent Spirit Award[image: External link] for her role in “Forty Shades of Blue[image: External link]”, with her portrayal as Laura, a young Russian woman living in Memphis[image: External link] with a much older rock-n-roll legend, Alan (Rip Torn[image: External link]). In 2009 she was nominated for Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting Female[image: External link] for the movie ”Cold Souls[image: External link]”.

She speaks Russian and English[image: External link] fluently and has acted in both of these languages.

She is currently on her third marriage and has a son, Timur (b. 1990).[citation needed[image: External link]]

Filmography



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998
	Country of the Deaf[image: External link]
	Yaya
	



	2000
	The President And His Granddaughter
	Tanya
	



	2000
	Citizen of the head
	Larissa Lushnikova
	TV series



	2000
	Last Resort[image: External link]
	Tanya
	



	2002
	The theory of binge
	Svetik
	



	2002
	Road
	Anna
	



	2003
	No matter how well
	Marina
	TV



	2004
	Marfa
	



	2005
	Forty Shades of Blue[image: External link]
	Laura
	



	2005
	Female Novel
	Zhenya
	TV series



	2007
	Kuka[image: External link]
	Lena
	



	2008
	The Brothers Karamazov[image: External link]
	Katerina Hohlakova
	TV series



	2008
	The subscriber is temporarily unavailable
	Lana
	Mini-series



	2009
	Farewell[image: External link]
	Alina
	



	2009
	Mediator
	Killers wife
	



	2009
	Cold Souls[image: External link]
	Nina
	



	2009
	Russian cross
	Maria
	Mini-series



	2012
	After school
	Zara, mother Frida, the artist
	TV series



	2013
	It all started in Harbin
	Matryona, mother of Boris and Volodya Eybozhenko
	TV series



	2014
	Son
	
	Mini-series
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Paddy Considine






Patrick George Considine (born 5 September 1973) is an English actor, filmmaker, and musician. He has played a number of dark, troubled, and morally or mentally ambiguous characters. Considine frequently collaborates with director Shane Meadows[image: External link]. He has starred in supporting roles in films such as 24 Hour Party People[image: External link] (2002), In America[image: External link] (2003), My Summer of Love[image: External link] (2004), Cinderella Man[image: External link] (2005), Hot Fuzz[image: External link] (2007), The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link] (2007), The World's End[image: External link] (2013) and Macbeth[image: External link] (2015), and leading roles in A Room for Romeo Brass[image: External link] (1999), Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link] (2004), The Cry of the Owl[image: External link] (2009), Blitz[image: External link] (2011), Honour[image: External link] (2014) and The Girl With All The Gifts[image: External link] (2016).

Considine came to prominence in the early 2000s with a string of performances in independent film[image: External link] that prompted The Observer[image: External link] to describe him as "the best-kept secret in British movies".[1] In addition to leading and supporting roles in Hollywood films, he has acted in independent British films and television shows such as The Suspicions of Mr Whicher[image: External link] (2014). He wrote and directed Tyrannosaur[image: External link] (2011), a film based on his directorial debut, the 2007 short film Dog Altogether[image: External link]. He has also acted in and directed several music videos, most notably Coldplay[image: External link]'s video for "God Put a Smile upon Your Face[image: External link]" and the Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] video for "Leave Before the Lights Come On[image: External link]".

Considine has received an Evening Standard British Film Award[image: External link], Empire Award[image: External link] and Thessaloniki Film Festival[image: External link] Awards, as well as eight other award nominations for his acting. He has also won a BAFTA Award, British Independent Film Award[image: External link], Silver Lion[image: External link] at the 2007 Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and the Seattle International Film Festival Short Film Jury Award (Narrative Special Jury Prize)[2] for his short film Dog Altogether. He won a second BAFTA Award, British Independent Film Award[image: External link], and a World Cinema Directing Award at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] for Tyrannosaur.
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 Early life




Considine was born in Burton upon Trent[image: External link], Staffordshire, where he still resides.[1][3] He grew up with his brother and sisters in a council estate in Winshill[image: External link], a suburb of Burton.[3][4] Considine attended, among other schools, Abbot Beyne Senior School[image: External link] and Burton College[image: External link]. In 1990, Considine enrolled to do a National Diploma in Performing Arts at Burton College, where he first met Shane Meadows[image: External link].[1][4] Neither of them completed the course.

In 1994, Considine moved away to study photography at the University of Brighton[image: External link]. While there he studied under the social documentarian Paul Reas[image: External link], who described one project, portraits of Considine's parents in their house in Winshill, as "fucking brilliant".[3] At one point, Considine was threatened with expulsion, but graduated with a first-class B.A.[1][3]
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 Acting career




After graduating from university, Meadows cast Considine in several short films, as well as his second feature, A Room for Romeo Brass[image: External link] (1999). Considine, in his screen debut, played the disturbed character Morell.[5] Considine's performance in the film led to Pawel Pawlikowski[image: External link] casting him in his first starring role in Last Resort[image: External link] (2000). Considine played the love-struck misfit Alfie, for which he won the Best Actor award at the Thessaloniki Film Festival[image: External link].[6] After coming to prominence for his roles as Alfie and Morell, Considine increased his profile during the early to mid-2000s with supporting and starring roles in cult films such as 24 Hour Party People[image: External link] and In America[image: External link].

In 2004, Considine starred in what was then the most significant role of his career, as Richard in Meadows' revenge film Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link] (2004), a film he co-wrote[2][5] and for which he won the Best British Actor award at the 2005 Empire Awards[image: External link].[5] In the same year, he starred in My Summer of Love[image: External link], his second film with director Pawel Pawlikowski[image: External link]. Both films were recognised on the award circuit, where Considine earned five nominations and two wins. The following year, Considine played Frank Thorogood (the suspected murderer of Rolling Stones[image: External link] co-founder Brian Jones[image: External link]) in Stoned[image: External link] (2005). It was around this time that Considine earned his reputation as a popular portrayer of cinema villains, antiheroes, and darker characters. 2005 also saw the release of Considine's second Hollywood film, Cinderella Man[image: External link].[7]

Considine appeared in the Spanish thriller Bosque de Sombras[image: External link] (2006). It was during the filming of this that Considine penned what later became his debut short, Dog Altogether[image: External link]. Considine claims that it was his co-star Gary Oldman[image: External link] who gave him confidence to make the film, which led to him thanking Oldman during his BAFTA[image: External link] acceptance speech. In 2006, he starred in Pu-239[image: External link] as Timofey Berezin, a worker at a Russian nuclear facility who gets exposed to a lethal dose of radiation. In 2007, Considine landed roles in two popular big budget films; the third film in the Bourne Trilogy[image: External link] film series, The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link], in which he played newspaper reporter Simon Ross,[2] and Hot Fuzz[image: External link], in which he had his first comedic role as DS Andy Wainwright. In 2008, Considine starred in My Zinc Bed[image: External link] a TV film for BBC[image: External link] / HBO[image: External link]. In 2009, he starred as Peter Hunter in the Channel 4 miniseries Red Riding[image: External link]: 1980, based on the novels by David Peace[image: External link], and another collaboration with Meadows, Le Donk & Scor-zay-zee[image: External link], a film which was unscripted, adlibbed, and filmed in five days at a cost of £48,000, and which premiered at the Edinburgh International Film Festival[image: External link].[4]

In 2011, Considine starred in a film adaptation[image: External link] of Joe Dunthorne[image: External link]'s book Submarine, which Richard Ayoade[image: External link] wrote and directed.[8] Also in 2011, Considine appeared as Porter Nash in the adaptation of the Ken Bruen[image: External link] novel Blitz[image: External link], as well as starring as Jack Whicher[image: External link] in The Suspicions of Mr Whicher[image: External link]. In the same year, Considine was briefly reunited with one of his A Room for Romeo Brass co-stars, BAFTA-winning actress Vicky McClure[image: External link]. The two shared the screen in a television advert to promote "Films for Life Season". The ad was shot over two days in Spain.[9]

Considine has consistently displayed a flair for regional and world accents; along with the Gypsy Midlander Morell in his first role in 1999's A Room for Romeo Brass, Considine played a Londoner in Stoned and The Suspicions of Mr Whicher, a Russian nuclear plant worker in Pu-239, a Welshman in Submarine, Happy Now and Pride, an Irish immigrant in In America, a Mancunian in Red Riding, a Yorkshireman in My Summer of Love, an American in Cry of the Owl and Cinderella Man, and a West Countryman in Hot Fuzz. He has appeared in several music videos, most notably "God Put A Smile Upon Your Face[image: External link]" (2002) by Coldplay[image: External link] and Moloko[image: External link]'s "Familiar Feeling" (2003),[6] as well as the Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] track "Leave Before the Lights Come On[image: External link]" (2006), for which he wrote the video.[4]

Considine starred in The World's End[image: External link], as one of the "Five Musketeers" reattempting an "epic" pub crawl. Considine previously worked with the cast and crew on Hot Fuzz (2007). The film was released in the United Kingdom on 19 July 2013, and the United States on 23 August 2013.[10] In August 2015, Considine confirmed that he was writing the screenplay for the film Journeyman, in which he will also star. The fiinjuran adaptation of non-fiction novel[image: External link] The Years of the Locust by Jon Hotten[image: External link], the true story of a sociopathic boxing promoter, Fat Rick Parker, and his doomed relationship with his naive fighter, Tim Anderson.[11] Considine is also writing a film from a ghost story called The Leaning,[12] with plans to direct both films. He will continue to work with Shane Meadows on King of the Gypsies, a biopic of bare-knuckle fighter Bartley Gorman[image: External link], whom Considine met and became friends with whilst working as a photographer.[2] In 2015, Considine was announced as having been cast along Glenn Close[image: External link], Gemma Arterton[image: External link] in the UK zombie film in The Girl With All The Gifts[image: External link], based on the 2014 novel The Girl with All the Gifts[image: External link] by M. R. Carey[image: External link], expected release 2016.[13]

On 4 October 2015, it was via Considine's official Twitter page that he was about to join the cast of Birmingham-set gangster series Peaky Blinders,[14] seeing him reunited with She Who Brings Gifts director Colm McCarthy.

In April 2017, Considine made his professional stage debut in The Ferryman[image: External link] at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link], ahead of a transfer to the Gielgud Theatre[image: External link] in the West End[image: External link].[15][16][17] It is the fastest selling play in Royal Court Theatre[image: External link] history.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film-making career




In 2007, Paddy Considine wrote and directed the award-winning short film Dog Altogether[image: External link], starring Peter Mullan[image: External link], partially based on the life of Considine's father. Dog Altogether won the 2007 BAFTA award[image: External link] for Best Short Film[image: External link], as well as a Silver Lion[image: External link] for Best Short Film at the 2007 Venice Film Festival[image: External link], a Best British Short[image: External link] at the 2007 British Independent Film Awards[image: External link] (BIFA), and the Seattle International Film Festival Short Film Jury Award (Narrative Special Jury Prize),[2] as well as a World Cinema Directing Award for his feature directorial debut Tyrannosaur at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link].
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 Musical career




After a short stint in a virtual comedy thrash group called Grunt during college, Considine and Shane Meadows formed the band She Talks To Angels[image: External link] (inspired by the Black Crowes[image: External link] song of the same name) with friends Richard Eaton, Simon Hudson, and Nick Hemming[image: External link], with Meadows as vocalist and Considine as drummer.[4] Considine left the band, the remaining members re-formed, calling themselves Oslo. Appearing on Jools Holland's show, whilst Considine had moved on to study photography at the University of Brighton, where he formed a new group, a Britpop band called Pedestrians.[11] He is now in a rock band called Riding the Low,[3] who have released an EP[image: External link] 'They Will Rob You of Your Gifts' (2009),[4][18] and an album 'What Happened to the Get To Know Ya?' (2013).

Considine and Riding the Low got their big music break in 2014 after Tim Burgess[image: External link] of the Charlatans[image: External link] invited them to perform at his curated Tim Peaks Diner event at Festival No 6 in Portmeirion[image: External link], Wales. Considine had contacted Burgess after reading his book Telling Stories[image: External link], to discuss meditation. "The conversation developed and Tim generously offered to let us play at Portmeirion, It led to the band supporting the Charlatans at the O2 Academy in Leicester this year. I didn't get stage fright. We were ready. We did our history off-camera. We have evolved. We have got better. At first it was raw – all we had was arrogance. We had a long way to go and we learnt our craft at all these pub gigs. We didn't expect a leg-up just because an actor is in the band." said Considine[11]

2016 saw the band release their second full-length album 'Are Here to Help the Neighbourhood', recorded in Rockfield Studios[image: External link] and produced by Chris Slusarenko. Considine penned the words while the band wrote the music.
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 Personal life




Considine remains private in his personal life and once stated that if he ever became a celebrity, he'd "disappear and go and make shoes like Daniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]" (a reference to Day-Lewis' sabbatical working as a cobbler in Italy).[19] Considine lives in his home town of Burton upon Trent[image: External link] with his family.[2] Considine's late father was Irish.[20] He has been with his wife Shelley since he was 18 years old.[21]
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 Health




In April 2011, Considine revealed that he had been diagnosed with Asperger syndrome[image: External link].[22][23] Although initially reassured by the diagnosis, he continued to struggle in social situations until he was diagnosed in 2013 with Irlen syndrome[image: External link], a condition in which the brain cannot adequately process visual stimuli. His condition has improved significantly since he began wearing purple Irlen filters[image: External link].[24]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1999
	A Room for Romeo Brass[image: External link]
	Morell
	



	2000
	Last Resort[image: External link]
	Alfie
	



	2000
	Born Romantic[image: External link]
	Ray
	



	2001
	Happy Now
	Glen Marcus
	



	2001
	The Martins[image: External link]
	Hatfield Recorder Editor
	



	2002
	24 Hour Party People[image: External link]
	Rob Gretton[image: External link]
	



	2002
	Doctor Sleep[image: External link]
	Elliot Spruggs
	



	2002
	My Wrongs 8245-8249 and 117[image: External link]
	Him
	Short Film



	2002
	Bouncer
	Knife Man
	Short Film



	2003
	In America[image: External link]
	Johnny
	



	2004
	Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link]
	Richard
	Also Writer



	2004
	My Summer of Love[image: External link]
	Phil
	



	2005
	Cinderella Man[image: External link]
	Mike Wilson
	



	2005
	Stoned[image: External link]
	Frank Thorogood
	



	2006
	Bosque de Sombras[image: External link]/The Backwoods
	Norman
	



	2006
	Pu-239[image: External link]
	Timofey Berezin
	



	2006
	This is England[image: External link]
	–
	Uncredited Writer Only



	2007
	Hot Fuzz[image: External link]
	DS Andy Wainwright
	



	2007
	The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link]
	Simon Ross
	



	2007
	Dog Altogether[image: External link]
	
	Writer/Director

Short Film



	2009
	The Cry of the Owl[image: External link]
	Robert Forrester
	



	2009
	Le Donk & Scor-zay-zee[image: External link]
	Le Donk
	



	2010
	Submarine[image: External link]
	Graham T. Purvis
	



	2011
	Blitz[image: External link]
	Sgt. Porter Nash
	



	2011
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	
	Writer/Director

Voice Only



	2012
	Girl on a Bicycle[image: External link]
	Derek
	



	2012
	Now Is Good[image: External link]
	Father
	



	2012
	The Bourne Legacy[image: External link]
	Simon Ross
	Cameo



	2013
	The World's End[image: External link]
	Steven Prince[25]
	



	2013
	Honour
	Unnamed Bounty Hunter[26]
	



	2013
	The Double[image: External link]
	Jack as PT Kommander
	Uncredited[27]



	2014
	Pride[image: External link]
	Dai Donovan
	



	2015
	Child 44[image: External link]
	Vladimir Malevich
	



	2015
	Miss You Already[image: External link]
	Jago
	



	2015
	Macbeth[image: External link]
	Banquo[image: External link]
	



	2016
	The Girl with All the Gifts[image: External link]
	Sergeant Eddie Parks
	



	TBA
	The Death of Stalin[image: External link]
	Comrade [Andrey] Andreyev[image: External link]
	Post-production
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 Director





	
Dog Altogether[image: External link] [Short Film] (2007)

	
Tyrannosaur[image: External link] (2011)

	
Journeyman (2017)
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	My Zinc Bed[image: External link]
	Paul Peplow
	TV film



	2008
	Pu-239[image: External link]
	Timofey Berezin
	TV film



	2009
	Red Riding[image: External link]: In the Year of Our Lord 1980
	Detective Peter Hunter
	TV film



	2011
	The Suspicions of Mr Whicher[image: External link]: The Murder at Road Hill House
	Detective Jack (Jonathan) Whicher
	TV film



	2013
	The Suspicions of Mr Whicher[image: External link]: The Murder in Angel Lane
	Inspector Jack (Jonathan) Whicher
	TV film



	2014
	The Suspicions of Mr Whicher[image: External link]: Beyond the Pale
	Mr Jack (Jonathan) Whicher
	TV film



	2014
	The Suspicions of Mr Whicher[image: External link]: 'Til Death Do Us Part
	Mr Jack (Jonathan) Whicher
	TV film



	2016
	Peaky Blinders
	Father John Hughes
	4 episodes
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2017
	The Ferryman[image: External link]
	Quinn Carney
	A play by Jez Butterworth[image: External link], Directed by Sam Mendes[image: External link]
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 Music videos






	Year
	Artist
	Title
	Notes



	2003
	Coldplay[image: External link]
	"God Put a Smile upon Your Face[image: External link]"
	



	2003
	Moloko[image: External link]
	"Familiar Feeling[image: External link]"
	



	2006
	The Arctic Monkeys[image: External link]
	"Leave Before the Lights Come On[image: External link]"
	Also Writer
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Group
	Award
	Film
	Result



	2000
	Thessaloniki Film Festival[image: External link] Award
	Best Actor (tied with Misel Maticevic)
	Last Resort[image: External link]
	Won



	2003
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	In America[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Screenplay (shared with Shane Meadows)
	Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor/Actress
	My Summer of Love[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	London Critics Circle Film Awards[image: External link]
	ALFS Award – British Actor of the Year
	In America[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	Golden Satellite Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture, Drama
	In America[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	In America[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2005
	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best British Actor
	Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link]
	Won



	2005
	Evening Standard British Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link]
	Won



	2005
	London Critics Circle Film Awards[image: External link]
	ALFS Award – British Actor of the Year
	Dead Man's Shoes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	British Independent Film Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	In America[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	London Critics Circle Film Awards[image: External link]
	ALFS Award – British Supporting Actor of the Year
	Cinderella Man[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2007
	Venice Film Festival[image: External link] Award
	Silver Lion – Best Short Film
	Dog Altogether[image: External link]
	Won



	2007
	British Independent Film Award[image: External link]
	Best British Short Film
	Dog Altogether[image: External link]
	Won



	2007
	Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link] Award
	Special Jury Prize, Narrative
	Dog Altogether[image: External link]
	Won



	2007
	Edinburgh International Film Festival[image: External link] Award
	Best British Short Film
	Dog Altogether[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2008
	BAFTA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Short Film
	Dog Altogether[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Sundance[image: External link] International Film Festival Award
	The World Cinema Award for Directing: Dramatic
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Nantucket Film Festival[image: External link] Award
	Best Writer/Director
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Munich Film Festival[image: External link]
	CineVision Award Outstanding Debut Feature
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Voices Festival of independent European Cinema
	Voices Festival Prize: Best Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Dinard British Film Festival France
	The Golden Hitchcock: Grand Jury Prize/Ciné+ Award
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Dinard British Film Festival France
	The Allianz[image: External link] Award: Best Screenplay
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Zagreb Film Festival[image: External link] Croatia
	T-Com[image: External link] Audience Award: Best Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Thessaloniki International Film Festival[image: External link], Greece
	Fischer Audience Award (For a film in the Open Horizons section)
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Mar del Plata Film Festival[image: External link]
	Jury Special Award
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Mar del Plata Film Festival[image: External link]
	Silver Astor for Best Screenplay
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Mar del Plata Film Festival[image: External link]
	Argentine Film Critics Association ACCA Award
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Mar del Plata Film Festival[image: External link]
	SIGNIS[image: External link] (World Catholic Association for Communication) Award
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Stockholm Film Festival[image: External link]
	Best First Feature
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best British Independent Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Director
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	The Douglas Hickox Award (Best Debut Director)
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Achievement in Production
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	International Press Academy Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Screenplay: Original
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	International Press Academy Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best First Feature
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2012
	Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link]
	Best International Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	The Guardian First Film Award
	Best First Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	London Critics Circle Film Awards[image: External link]
	The Virgin Atlantic[image: External link] Award – Breakthrough British Film-Maker
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] ( BAFTA[image: External link])
	Outstanding debut by a British Writer, Director or Producer
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2012
	Evening Standard British Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Evening Standard British Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Screenplay
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Jameson[image: External link] Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best British Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Bucharest International Film Festival
	Best Film
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2012
	Bucharest International Film Festival
	Critics' Choice Award
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won



	2012
	Transilvania International Film Festival[image: External link]
	FIPRESCI (International Federation of Film Critics) Award
	Tyrannosaur[image: External link]
	Won
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Red Right Hand






"Red Right Hand" is a 1994 song from the band Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds. A dark, malicious alternative rock[image: External link] track, it's attracted critical praise from various publications such as Spin[image: External link].[1] It first appeared on the album Let Love In[image: External link] (1994), where it ran at 6:10, and the song was later released at the condensed length of 4:48 as a single[image: External link].

It has become one of Cave's signature songs[image: External link], being performed at most of his concerts. The website Setlist.fm[image: External link] stated, as of March 2017, that it was his second-most played track from 1984 to present.[3] The title itself, as well as partial inspiration for the tone of the other lyrics, come from English literary[image: External link] figure John Milton[image: External link]'s Paradise Lost[image: External link], in which it refers to divine[image: External link] vengeance; the Red Hand of Ulster[image: External link] (usually a right hand) is also a traditional symbol of Northern Ireland[image: External link].



TOP
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 Song title




The liner notes for Murder Ballads[image: External link] points out that the phrase "red right hand" is from a line in John Milton[image: External link]'s epic poem Paradise Lost[image: External link] that refers to the vengeful hand of God. The opening song on the album, "Song of Joy", states of a murderer: "It seems he has done many, many more, / quotes John Milton on the walls in the victim's blood. / The police are investigating at tremendous cost. / In my house he wrote 'his red right hand'. / That, I'm told, is from Paradise Lost."

The aforementioned appearance in Paradise Lost (Book II, 170-174[image: External link]) is: "What if the breath that kindled those grim fires, / Awaked, should blow them into sevenfold rage, / And plunge us in the flames; or from above / Should intermitted vengeance arm again / His red right hand to plague us?".

The term itself appears to be Milton's translation of the term "rubente dextra" in Horace[image: External link]'s Ode i.2,2-3
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 In popular culture




The song has appeared in numerous works of popular culture.
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 Advertising





	As of June 2013, the song has been featured in the South Australian Tourism Board's Barossa Valley[image: External link] television commercial campaign,Barossa, Be Consumed, directed by Jeffrey Darling.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The song was used by New York design firm GrandArmy in a promotional clip for the Mexican tequila company El Jimador.[4]
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 Films and soundtracks





	
Dumb and Dumber[image: External link] (1994)

	
Songs in the Key of X: Music from and Inspired by the X-Files[image: External link] (1996)

	
Box of Moonlight[image: External link] (1996)

	
Scream[image: External link] (1996)

	
Boginya: Kak Ya Polyubila (The Goddess: How I Fell in Love) (2004), the song is the main theme[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Hellboy[image: External link] (2004), the song appears on the soundtrack, in a cover version by Pete Yorn[image: External link]


	
Cirque Du Freak: The Vampire's Assistant[image: External link] (2009)
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 Scream franchise





	The song has been used in the first three films in the Scream trilogy[image: External link]. The original version is featured on the soundtrack album for the first film in 1996[image: External link], while a remixed version by DJ Spooky[image: External link] appears on the Scream 2[image: External link] (1997) album.

	Nick Cave recorded another version, sometimes referred to as "Red Right Hand 2", for Scream 3[image: External link] (2000) and released it on his B-Sides & Rarities[image: External link] (2005) album. Composer Marco Beltrami[image: External link] also incorporated elements from the song into a track in his score for Scream 3.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Television





	Featured prominently during Duane Barry's car ride, with Dana Scully[image: External link] in the trunk, in the 1994 The X-Files[image: External link] episode " Ascension[image: External link]." In the liner notes for the compilation album, Songs in the Key of X: Music from and Inspired by the X-Files[image: External link] (1996) The X-Files producer Chris Carter[image: External link] explained that the song was the direct inspiration for the anthology.

	The song was used in promos for the UK television show Hollyoaks[image: External link], during "Fire Week" in 2010, featuring some of the main cast in a restaurant which catches fire.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	It features as the main theme for the BBC[image: External link] television show Peaky Blinders.

	Also featured as main theme song for ABC ( Australian ) television program Jack Irish[image: External link] starring Guy Pearce[image: External link].
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 Covers





	
English indie rock band Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] performed a cover of "Red Right Hand" during their tour of Australia in early 2009, their performance in the Reading and Leeds Festival in August 2009, as well as in their North American tour in December 2009. A recorded version of the song appears on the Japanese version of their third album, Humbug[image: External link] (2009) and as a b-side on the single "Crying Lightning[image: External link]" (2009).

	Australian jazz musician Frank Bennett[image: External link] recorded a lounge version of the song for his album, Five O'Clock Shadow (1996)

	US band FIDLAR[image: External link] covered the song in 2013.

	
Giant Sand[image: External link] covered the song on their album Cover Magazine[image: External link] (2002).

	
Ernst Molden[image: External link] covered the song in Austrian German on his album Weidafoan.


	
Pegasus Award[image: External link]-winning filk[image: External link] duo Vixy & Tony recorded a cover of "Red Right Hand" on their album, Thirteen.


	Chicago Blues Rock band Mutts released a cover version of this song on their 2015 Halloween EP, "Ghoul Yer Delusion." [5]


	British band, Bamboozle[image: External link], covered this song on their 2017 EP, "Red Right Hand." [6]
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 Track listing





	Euro 3 Track CD Single




	"Red Right Hand"

	"That's What Jazz Is to Me"

	"Where the Action Is"
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 Charts






	Chart (1995)
	Peak

Position



	Australian ARIA Singles Chart
	62



	UK Singles Chart
	68
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	Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds discography[image: External link]
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Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds






"The Bad Seeds" redirects here. For the American band, see The Bad Seeds (American band)[image: External link].

Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds are an Australian rock[image: External link] band formed in Melbourne[image: External link] in 1983 by vocalist Nick Cave[image: External link], multi-instrumentalist Mick Harvey[image: External link] and guitarist Blixa Bargeld[image: External link]. The band has featured international personnel throughout its career and presently consists of Cave, violinist and multi-instrumentalist Warren Ellis[image: External link], bassist Martyn P. Casey[image: External link] and keyboardist Conway Savage[image: External link] (all four from Australia), keyboard/percussionist Barry Adamson[image: External link] and guitarist George Vjestica (both from the United Kingdom), and drummers Thomas Wydler[image: External link] (Switzerland) and Jim Sclavunos[image: External link] (United States). The band has released fifteen studio albums[5] and completed numerous international tours, and has been considered "one of the most original and celebrated bands of the post-punk[image: External link] and alternative rock[image: External link] eras in the '80s and onward".[1]

The band was founded in 1983 following the demise of Cave and Harvey's former group the Birthday Party[image: External link], the members of which met at a boarding school in Victoria[image: External link].[6] By the release of their fifth studio album Tender Prey[image: External link] in 1988, they shifted from post-punk towards an experimental[image: External link] alternative rock sound, later incorporating various influences throughout their career. For example, the 2008 album Dig, Lazarus, Dig!!![image: External link] and the side-project Grinderman[image: External link] were strongly influenced by garage rock[image: External link]. Synthesizers and minimal guitar work feature prominently on Push the Sky Away[image: External link] (2013), recorded after Harvey's departure from the band in 2009.[7]
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 History
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 Formation and early releases (1983–1985)




The project that would later evolve into Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds began following the demise of The Birthday Party[image: External link] in August 1983. Both Cave and Harvey were members of the Birthday Party, along with guitarist Rowland S. Howard[image: External link] and bassist Tracy Pew[image: External link]. During the recording sessions of the Birthday Party's scheduled EPs[image: External link] Mutiny/The Bad Seed[image: External link], internal disputes developed in the band. The difference in Cave and Howard's approach to songwriting was a major factor, as Cave explained in an interview with On The Street: "the main reason why The Birthday Party broke up was that the sort of songs that I was writing and the sort of songs that Rowland was writing were just totally at odds with each other." Following the departure of Harvey, they officially disbanded. Cave also said that "it probably would have gone on longer, but Mick has the ability to judge things much more clearly than the rest of us."[8]

An embryonic version of what would later become Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds was formed in the Birthday Party's then-home of London in September 1983, with Cave, Harvey (acting primarily as drummer), Einstürzende Neubauten[image: External link] guitarist Bargeld, Magazine[image: External link] bassist Barry Adamson[image: External link], and Jim G. Thirlwell[image: External link]. The band was initially formed as a backing band for Cave's intended solo project Man Or Myth?, which had been approved by the record label Mute Records[image: External link]. During September and October 1983, they recorded material with producer Flood[image: External link],[9] although the sessions were cut short due to Cave's touring with the Immaculate Consumptive[image: External link], another project formed with Thirlwell, Lydia Lunch[image: External link] and Marc Almond[image: External link].[10] In December 1983 Cave returned to Melbourne, Australia[image: External link], where he formed a temporary line-up of his backing band, due to Bargeld's absence, that included Pew and guitarist Hugo Race[image: External link]. The band performed their first live show at Seaview in St. Kilda[image: External link] on 31 December 1983.[11]

Following a short Australian tour, and during a period when they were without management[image: External link], Cave and his band returned to London. Cave, Harvey, Bargeld, Race and Adamson formed the project's first consistent line-up, while Cave's longtime girlfriend Anita Lane[image: External link] was credited as a lyricist on the band's debut album.[citation needed[image: External link]] The group, which up to this time had been nameless, adopted the moniker Nick Cave and the Cavemen, which they used for the first six months of their career. However, they were later renamed Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds in May 1984, in reference to the final Birthday Party EP The Bad Seed.[citation needed[image: External link]] They began recording sessions for their debut album in March 1984 at London's Trident Studios[image: External link] and these sessions, together with the abandoned Man Or Myth? sessions from September–October 1983 that were recorded at The Garden studios, formed the album From Her to Eternity[image: External link], released on Mute Records in 1984.[12]
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 Relocation to Germany and stylistic evolution (1985–1989)




After the departure of Race and Lane, the remaining members relocated to West Berlin[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], in 1985 and released a second album The Firstborn Is Dead[image: External link]. The album was heavily influenced by the gothic Americana[image: External link] of the American South[image: External link] and blues music[image: External link],[13] exemplified in songs such as " Tupelo[image: External link]" and "Blind Lemon Jefferson", which reference the birth of Elvis Presley[image: External link] and Blind Lemon Jefferson[image: External link] respectively. Released the following year, the cover version[image: External link] album Kicking Against the Pricks[image: External link] explored such influences more directly with renditions of material by Johnny Cash[image: External link], John Lee Hooker[image: External link] and Lead Belly[image: External link]. The 1986 album also marked the arrival of Swiss drummer Thomas Wydler[image: External link], a member of Die Haut[image: External link], and featured guest appearances from Race, Pew, and Birthday Party guitarist Howard, who had briefly toured with the Bad Seeds as a substitute member in 1985.[14] Pew's death from an epileptic seizure[image: External link] also occurred in 1986.[6]

The band garnered an increased following due to a second 1986 album release, Your Funeral, My Trial[image: External link], which coincided with Adamson's departure.[citation needed[image: External link]] Tender Prey[image: External link], the dark, brooding[15] 1988 follow-up, saw the arrival of American guitarist Kid Congo Powers[image: External link]—Harvey made the transition to bass—and short-tenured German keyboardist Roland Wolf[image: External link]. The single "The Mercy Seat[image: External link]" chronicled an unrepentant prisoner on death row[image: External link][6] and further increased the group's critical acclaim and commercial attention. The track later received the honor being covered by Cash on his 2000 album American III: Solitary Man[image: External link]. Despite the increasing level of success, the drug-related issues of band members became problematic.[15] The documentary film The Road to God Knows Where, directed by Uli M Schueppel[image: External link], depicts a five-week period[16] of the United States leg of their 1989 tour.[17]

Cave and his bandmates also pursued other creative ambitions around this time. In 1987, the Bad Seeds appeared in the Wim Wenders[image: External link] film Wings of Desire[image: External link],[18] and Cave was also featured in the 1988 film Ghosts... of the Civil Dead[image: External link], which he and Race co-wrote.[19] Cave's first novel And the Ass Saw the Angel[image: External link] was published in 1989.[20]
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 Growing success (1989–1997)




After a period of time in New York City[image: External link], Cave relocated to São Paulo[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link],[6] shortly after the final tour for Tender Prey and, after successfully finishing a drug rehabilitation[image: External link] programme,[15] began experimenting with piano-driven ballads. The result of this post-rehabilitation period was 1990's The Good Son[image: External link]. Featuring a sorrowful and longing tone, the album was well-received both critically and commercially,[15] and yielded the singles "The Weeping Song[image: External link]" (featuring vocals from Bargeld) and "The Ship Song[image: External link]".[21]

Two established Australian musicians, Casey of the Triffids[image: External link] and solo artist and keyboardist Savage, replaced the departing Powers and Wolf. The addition of Casey on bass allowed Harvey to return to guitar. Their next record, 1992's Henry's Dream[image: External link], marked a change towards a harder rock sound. Producer David Briggs[image: External link], known for his work with Neil Young[image: External link], was enlisted for the recording process. The tour for the album is documented on 1993's live album Live Seeds[image: External link] and showcases the new group's aggressive sound.

In mid-1993, the group returned once more to London and recorded Let Love In[image: External link], the follow-up album. Let Love In expanded upon the fuller ensemble sound that was established in Henry's Dream[22] and featured contributions from Howard, Ellis, Tex Perkins[image: External link] (Beasts of Bourbon[image: External link]) and David McComb[image: External link] (The Triffids).[23] Several popular songs, such as "Red Right Hand" (which featured in the Scream[image: External link] film series)[24][25] and " Loverman[image: External link]" (later covered by Metallica[image: External link]),[26] were drawn from the album. During the promotional tour for the album, American percussionist and drummer Jim Sclavunos[image: External link] joined the group.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1996 the band released Murder Ballads[image: External link], their best-selling album to date.[citation needed[image: External link]] Centered on the subject of murder,[citation needed[image: External link]] the album includes a cover of the folk song "Henry Lee"—a duet with British rock singer PJ Harvey[image: External link], with whom Cave had a brief relationship—[6] and "Where the Wild Roses Grow[image: External link]", a duet with Australian pop idol Kylie Minogue[image: External link]. The Minogue collaboration was a mainstream hit in the UK and Australia, and won three Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) Awards[image: External link], including Song of the Year. It was at this time that Ellis of the Dirty Three[image: External link] began regularly working with the band and eventually became Cave's primary collaborator.[6]

The sound of The Boatman's Call[image: External link], released in 1997, was a radical departure from the archetypal[image: External link] and violent narratives of the band's past, featuring songs about relationships, loss, and longing, often with sparse arrangements. Cave revealed his mindset during the creation of the album in a 2008 interview: "When I was making half that record I was furious because certain things had happened in my love life that seriously pissed me off. And some of those songs came straight out of that. I don't regret making it ... the songs are of a moment when you felt a certain way. When ... you just think, 'Fuck - please!'"[6] The album's corresponding tour was later documented on the 2008 live album Live at the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link]. After the release of the album, Cave embarked on a brief hiatus, during which time he remarried.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Further musical refinement; Bargeld's departure (1997–2005)




Following Cave's hiatus the band oversaw the release of Original Seeds[image: External link], a compilation of material from other artists that influenced the group, as well as their own "best of" album The Best of Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds[image: External link]. The proper follow-up to The Boatman's Call was 2001's No More Shall We Part[image: External link]. The record featured guest appearances by Kate & Anna McGarrigle[image: External link] and was generally well received in reviews: one critic hailed the album as an "entire album of deeply tragic and beautiful love songs without irony, sarcasm, or violent resolution", while also stating that the work is at risk of devolving "into schmaltz".[27]

The band then released Nocturama[image: External link] in 2003. The album marked a return to band-oriented and collaborative arrangements, as previous releases involved a decreased level of input from Cave's bandmates. Nocturama garnered mixed reviews, with critic Eric Carr stating that "in truth, it may still be the group's best work since Let Love In, but it had the potential to be so much more".[28] Shortly after the album's release, Bargeld left the band after 20 years to devote more time to Einstürzende Neubauten.[29]

In 2004 the band released the acclaimed two-disc set Abattoir Blues / The Lyre of Orpheus[image: External link], with Bargeld replaced by the English actor, guitarist and organist James Johnston[image: External link], a member of Gallon Drunk[image: External link] and former guest member of the Bad Seeds from a Lollapalooza[image: External link] tour ten years prior (Johnston only played organs on the recordings, as Harvey contributed the guitar pieces).[30][31] Conceived as two separate albums packaged together, the record featured a diversity of arrangement styles, including aggressive rock and choir-driven ballads. In 2005 the band released B-Sides & Rarities Vol 5[image: External link], a three-volume, 56-song collection of B-sides[image: External link], rarities and compilation tracks that was released on Mute Records in Europe, the US and the UK.[32] The Abattoir Blues Tour[image: External link], a two-CD, two-DVD box set with performances from the album's promotional tour, was then released in 2007 in Europe and the US. The tour included guest backing vocalists[image: External link] Ase Bergstrom, Geo Onaymake, Eleanor Palmer and Wendi Rose.[33]

Also in 2005, Cave completed work on his script for The Proposition[image: External link], a western film[image: External link] set in 19th century Australia directed by John Hillcoat[image: External link], who also directed and co-wrote Ghosts of the Civil Dead.[19][34] Cave and Ellis collaborated on the film's score,[35] a partnership that would later also score the films The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link] (2007) and The Road[image: External link] (2009).[6][36]
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 Grinderman; Harvey's departure (2006–2012)




After operating for several years as a touring backing band for Cave's solo work, Bad Seeds members Ellis, Sclavunos and Casey formed a new side-project Grinderman[image: External link] with Cave in 2006. The band, featuring Cave playing guitar for the first time, played garage rock[image: External link]-influenced music that still retained much of The Bad Seeds' aura and released a self-titled debut album[image: External link] in 2007.[37] In October 2007 Cave was inducted into the ARIA Hall of Fame and, in his acceptance speech, also inducted the members of The Bad Seeds and The Birthday Party, after explaining, "I cannot really accept this until we get a few things straight. What I can't figure out is why I am up here and The Bad Seeds aren't?"[38]

Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds released their 14th studio album Dig, Lazarus, Dig!!![image: External link] in 2008 and received a high level of critical acclaim.[citation needed[image: External link]] Inspired by the biblical story of the resurrection[image: External link] of Lazarus of Bethany[image: External link] by Jesus Christ[image: External link],[39][40] the album continued the punk and garage rock-inspired arrangements that were explored on the debut Grinderman album, resulting in what NME[image: External link] termed a " gothic[image: External link] psycho-sexual apocalypse".[41] The group then embarked on a North American and European tour is support of the album, with a seven-piece lineup that did not include Johnston, who had left the group after the album's completion.[42]

Cave and the band curated Australia's first edition of the All Tomorrow's Parties[image: External link] music festival that was held in various Australian locations during January 2009. On 22 January, after the festival's completion, Harvey announced his departure from the band after 25 years, citing "a variety of personal and professional reasons". Harvey concluded his public statement by stating, "I shall continue working on the Bad Seeds back catalogue re-issues project over the coming year and look forward to the new opportunities I shall be able to accommodate as a result of my changed circumstances."[7] Harvey's departure was the end of a 36-year-long musical collaboration between Cave and Harvey, and Cave was left as the group's only original member.[37] The band enlisted guitarist Ed Kuepper[image: External link], formerly of the Australian bands the Saints[image: External link] and the Laughing Clowns[image: External link], as a touring member to complete the 2009 summer festival dates that were scheduled.[43] Also in 2009, Cave published his second novel The Death of Bunny Munro[image: External link],[44] and Mute Records commenced work on a series of remastered versions of the Bad Seeds' back catalogue (some of the remastered albums included documentary footage from Iain Forsyth and Jane Pollard[image: External link]).[45][46][47]

Following this string of activity, the Bad Seeds became dormant while Grinderman reactivated and released Grinderman 2[image: External link] in 2011.[37] The group also attracted further attention when their song "O Children" appeared in the 2010 film Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link]. In December 2011, Grinderman disbanded immediately following an Australian tour. Their final performance was at the Meredith Music Festival[image: External link] in rural Victoria.[37][48]
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 Push the Sky Away and subsequent tours (2013–2015)




Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds' 15th studio album Push the Sky Away[image: External link] was released in mid-February 2013.[49] During the album's recording, former member Barry Adamson rejoined the band as a bassist, then assumed a multi-instrumentalist (percussion, keyboards, vocals) role on subsequent tours. Kuepper briefly returned as the band's touring guitarist,[43] but was replaced by George Vjestica for the European leg of the tour; Vjestica's 12-string guitar-playing was featured on several Push The Sky Away tracks.[50][51]

During the Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds summer US tour in 2013 a smaller incarnation of the band recorded Live from KCRW[image: External link] (Cave, Ellis, Casey, Sclavunos and Adamson). In 2014 Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds toured North America with Ellis, Adamson, Sclavunos, Casey plus Conway Savage and George Vjestica. Cave embarked on solo tours in Australia & New Zealand in late 2014 and Europe in 2015 with Adamson on keyboards and percussion, joined by the rhythm section of Wydler and Casey, and with Ellis as the featured multi-instrumentalist. In May 2015, Toby Dammit[image: External link] replaced Adamson as a guest touring member; Adamson has not returned since, and Dammit did not participate in sessions for the subsequent Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds album.
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 Skeleton Tree album and One More Time With Feeling film (2016–present)




On 2 June 2016, the official Nick Cave website announced a documentary film titled One More Time With Feeling[image: External link] (directed by Andrew Dominik[image: External link]) which was screened on 8 September 2016. It accompanies the band's 16th album titled Skeleton Tree[image: External link] (released 9 September 2016), from which no singles will be released.
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 Members




Main article: List of Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds band members[image: External link]





	

	Current lineup




	
Nick Cave[image: External link] – vocals, piano, organ, harmonica, percussion, electric guitar, string arrangements (1983–present)

	
Thomas Wydler[image: External link] – drums, percussion, vocals (1985–present)

	
Martyn P. Casey[image: External link] – bass, vocals (1990–present)

	
Jim Sclavunos[image: External link] – percussion, drums, organ, melodica, vibrophone, vocals (1994–present)

	
Warren Ellis[image: External link] – violin, Fender mandocaster, loops, mandolin, tenor guitar, viola, bouzouki, accordion, flute, lute, piano, programming, percussion, string arrangements, vocals (1997–present; as guest, 1994–1997)

	
George Vjestica[image: External link] – acoustic & electric guitars, piano, vocals (2013–present)
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