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      “This series is a tremendous resource for those wanting to study and teach the Bible with an understanding of how the gospel is woven throughout Scripture. Here are gospel-minded pastors and scholars doing gospel business from all the Scriptures. This is a biblical and theological feast preparing God’s people to apply the entire Bible to all of life with heart and mind wholly committed to Christ’s priorities.”

      BRYAN CHAPELL, pastor; author, Christ-Centered Preaching and Christ-Centered Worship

      “Mark Twain may have smiled when he wrote to a friend, ‘I didn’t have time to write you a short letter, so I wrote you a long letter.’ But the truth of Twain’s remark remains serious and universal, because well-reasoned, compact writing requires extra time and extra hard work. And this is what we have in the Crossway Bible study series Knowing the Bible. The skilled authors and notable editors provide the contours of each book of the Bible as well as the grand theological themes that bind them together as one Book. Here, in a 12-week format, are carefully wrought studies that will ignite the mind and the heart.”

      R. KENT HUGHES, Senior Pastor Emeritus, College Church, Wheaton, Illinois

      “Knowing the Bible brings together a gifted team of Bible teachers to produce a high-quality series of study guides. The coordinated focus of these materials is unique: biblical content, provocative questions, systematic theology, practical application, and the gospel story of God’s grace presented all the way through Scripture.”

      PHILIP G. RYKEN, President, Wheaton College

      “These Knowing the Bible volumes provide a significant and very welcome variation on the general run of inductive Bible studies. This series provides substantial instruction, as well as teaching through the very questions that are asked. Knowing the Bible then goes even further by showing how any given text links with the gospel, the whole Bible, and the formation of theology. I heartily endorse this orientation of individual books to the whole Bible and the gospel, and I applaud the demonstration that sound theology was not something invented later by Christians, but is right there in the pages of Scripture.”

      GRAEME L. GOLDSWORTHY, former lecturer in Old Testament, Biblical Theology, and Hermeneutics, Moore Theological College

      “What a gift to earnest, Bible-loving, Bible-searching believers! The organization and structure of the Bible study format presented through the Knowing the Bible series is so well conceived. Students of the Word are led to understand the content of passages through perceptive, guided questions, and they are given rich insights and application all along the way in the brief but illuminating sections that conclude each study. What potential growth in depth and breadth of understanding these studies offer! One can only pray that vast numbers of believers will discover more of God and the beauty of his Word through these rich studies.”

      BRUCE A. WARE, T. Rupert and Lucille Coleman Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
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      Series Preface

      Knowing The Bible, as the title indicates, was created to help readers know and understand the meaning, the message, and the God of the Bible. This series was created and edited by Lane Dennis and Dane Ortlund, and J. I. Packer served as the theological editor. Dr. Packer has gone to be with the Lord, Lane has retired as CEO and president of Crossway, and Dane now serves as senior pastor of Naperville (Illinois) Presbyterian Church. We are so grateful for their labors in overseeing the first forty-plus volumes of this series! To honor and expand upon their idea, we are continuing the series, focusing on key sections from Scripture, such as the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount.

      Each volume in the series consists of twelve units that progressively take the reader through a clear, concise, and deep study of certain portions of Scripture. The material works best for a small group, as the questions are designed for good interactive group discussion. Even so, an individual could easily use the material for a personal Bible study as well.

      Week 1 provides an overview of the section or sections of Scripture to be studied, which includes placing the text into its larger context (e.g., the Sermon on the Mount within the Gospel of Matthew), providing key historical background, and offering some questions to get started. Weeks 2–12 each have the following features: a summary of how the text fits into the rest of Scripture (“The Place of the Passage”), a summary sentence on the main theme (“The Big Picture”), and ten or so questions (“Reflection and Discussion Questions”). Moreover, each unit highlights the role of the gospel of grace in each text (“Gospel Glimpses”), identifies whole-Bible themes (“Whole-Bible Connections”), pinpoints Christian doctrines (“Theological Soundings”), defines key terms (“Definitions”), and allows space to respond (“Personal Implications”).

      Lastly, to help readers understand the Bible better, we urge readers to use the ESV Bible and the ESV Study Bible, which are available in various print and digital formats, including online editions at esv.org. The Knowing the Bible series is also available online.

      May our gracious God, who has generously given his Spirit and his Word, use this study to grow his people in their knowledge and love of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

      Douglas Sean O’Donnell

      Series Editor

    

  
    
      Week 1: Overview

      Getting Acquainted

      Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount has left an incredible impact throughout history and across the world. Some of Jesus’ most well-known sayings come from this section of teaching, such as the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, the Golden Rule, and sayings such as “turn the other cheek,” “judge not, that you be not judged,” and “you are the light of the world.” Yet Jesus offers much more than nuggets of disconnected instruction here. In this sermon he authoritatively unfolds his vision of true flourishing. Jesus has brought the kingdom of God1 into the world, and this sermon describes the new kind of community he is creating.

      Jesus does not call us to earn our salvation through living in the way he describes, nor are his commands intended merely to lead us to despair of ever obeying them. Instead, Jesus shows how his forgiven and transformed people live as a new humanity. This is the new and beautiful culture of his kingdom. He is the king, this is his vision, and he invites us to enter through grace and to obey in the power of his Spirit. In the end, he calls us to decisiveness: will we humbly receive this wisdom and build our lives upon his teaching, or will we reject his authority, wisdom, and grace?

      Placing It in the Larger Story

      The Sermon on the Mount plays an important role in an epic story. God created the world to flourish with communal joy (Genesis 1–2). However, Adam and Eve chose folly over wisdom, which led to a world of disordered values (Genesis 3). From there, the Old Testament Scriptures unfold the story of God’s grace for sinners and sufferers. This is a drama that holds out the hope of a renewed world: the new creation,2 the kingdom of God, a world of flourishing and joy. Jesus comes as the one true king, and he announces the beginning of this restoration: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). He goes on to live a perfectly faithful life, die in the place of sinners, rise as the world’s true king, and pour out his Spirit to transform his people, and he will one day return to renew all things. He has given the Sermon on the Mount to summarize the new life that his Spirit will empower his people to live. This is the joyful flourishing he has created us for all along.

      Key Verse

      “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock” (Matt. 7:24).

      Date and Historical Background

      The Sermon on the Mount is Matthew’s summary of a portion of Jesus’ teaching. Jesus communicated the original instruction to his disciples on a mountain (Matt. 5:1), and by the end many other people have come to listen (7:28). We do not know how much or for how long Jesus taught on this occasion, but Matthew includes the essentials for the purpose of his Gospel account. Luke includes similar examples of Jesus’ teaching (Luke 6:20–49), from which we can infer that Jesus taught many of his lessons on various occasions.

      Matthew wrote his account of the gospel in the late AD 50s or early 60s. The Sermon on the Mount preserves the vision for true flourishing that Jesus calls his people to cultivate, even amid persecution.

      Outline

      The Sermon the Mount is not a disorganized collection of sayings but a series of naturally progressing sections. Some sections have clear introductory or concluding statements. Others function as hinges, looking backward to what has come before and introducing what follows. In the introduction Jesus calls his people to true flourishing and faithful witness in the world (Matt. 5:1–16). In the next section Jesus affirms that he fulfills Scripture, and he calls his people to a greater righteousness than that of the teachers of Israel (5:17–20). Jesus explains this greater righteousness in the realm of six ethical topics (5:21–48) and three areas of devotion (6:1–18). He then applies this vision to various aspects of life in the world (6:19–7:12). He concludes with a series of contrasts that urge hearers to embrace the wisdom of his words (7:13–27).

        I.   Introduction: The Call to Flourishing and Faithful Witness (5:1–16)

        A.   The Beatitudes: An Invitation to True Flourishing (5:1–12)

        B.   Living as Salt and Light in the World (5:13–16)

        II.   Fulfillment of Scripture and Call to a Greater Righteousness (5:17–20)

        III.   The Greater Righteousness Explained with Six Topics (5:21–48)

        A.   Anger (5:21–27)

        B.   Lust (5:28–30)

        C.   Divorce (5:31–32)

        D.   Oaths (5:33–37)

        E.   Retaliation (5:38–42)

        F.   Love (5:43–48)

        IV.   The Greater Righteousness Explained with Three Areas of Devotion (6:1–18)

        A.   Giving (6:1–4)

        B.   Prayer (6:5–15)

        C.   Fasting (6:16–18)

        V.   The Greater Righteousness in Relation to Material Things (6:19–34)

        A.   Replacing Greed with Generosity (6:19–24)

        B.   Replacing Anxiety with Trust (6:25–34)

        VI.   The Greater Righteousness in Our Relationships (7:1–12)

        A.   Relationships in the Church and the World (7:1–6)

        B.   Relationship with God (7:7–11)

        C.   The Golden Rule (7:12)

        VII.   Conclusion: A Call to Wisdom and Decisiveness (7:13–27)

        A.   Two Ways (7:13–14)

        B.   Two Trees (7:15–20)

        C.   Two Claims (7:21–23)

        D.   Two Foundations (7:24–27)

        VIII.   Astonishment at Jesus’ Authority (7:28–29)

      As You Get Started

      Have you engaged with the Sermon on the Mount before, either from reading, conversation, or teaching? If so, what are a few things that come to mind that you already know about this sermon? If not, on what do you expect Jesus to focus?

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      Take a few minutes to skim through the contents of the Sermon on the Mount (or consider reading through it, which takes only 15 to 20 minutes). What words does Jesus repeat? What themes does he emphasize? How would you summarize the overall tone of the whole sermon?

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      What parts of Jesus’ teaching do you expect to be the most personally challenging for you? What do you expect to be the most countercultural in light of the society in which you live?

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      What are a couple of specific questions that you hope this study will answer concerning Jesus, his ethical teaching, or what it means to live as a Christian?

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      What is one statement that stood out to you from scanning the Sermon on the Mount that you are eager to explore or put into practice?

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      As You Finish This Unit . . . 

      Take a moment to thank the Lord for the Sermon on the Mount and pray for the Holy Spirit to give you clear understanding, sincere engagement, and wisdom for applying this sermon to your life. Pray for others who may engage this study at the same time as you. Also, while each week focuses on only one portion of the Sermon on the Mount, consider taking 15–20 minutes each week to reread all of Matthew 5–7.

      Definitions

      1 Kingdom of God – The rule of God manifested in the long-awaited restoration of his people and indeed the whole world, in which God’s people will gladly submit to his good rule. When Jesus came 2,000 years ago, he announced that the kingdom of God had arrived (Mark 1:15; Luke 17:20–21). Yet because of ongoing rebellion and rejection of Jesus and his rule, the kingdom still awaits its final consummation and fulfillment in Jesus’ second coming (Mark 14:25).
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