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				PREFACE

				During centuries, books made of paper have been printed. Now, part of human knowledge within several areas has been recently converted into electronic books and delivered to the readers with greater ease, speed and at a reduced cost.

				I, myself, believed that this technology, which I only saw in movies and science fiction series, would only be available to my children and grandchildren. A few months ago, I had the opportunity to try a tablet and virtually thumb through a book in it. 

				Intrigued by the technology and the possibilities it opened, I began an intensive research on the procedures for the conversion of editorial content, originally developed for printing, as electronic support for a computer screen, or even modern eReaders.

				The result of this thorough research is now in your hands, and I do hope I can help you too, to overcome bias against anything that is not printed, streamlined graphic designs, and the fearful lines of XHTML code, CSS and others. 

				Happy reading!

				Ricardo Minoru Horie

				ABOUT THIS COLLECTION OF BOOKS

				This collection of books was designed in order to provide the knowledge to help diagramming professionals of many different segments. Thus allows them to produce eBooks in the ePub, Mobi and PDF formats, to be read and displayed by applications installed on desktop computers, notebooks, netbooks, smart phones and mobile phones, as well as eReaders and tablets such as iPad, Sony Reader, Nook, Kindle etc.

				Using the InDesign CS5 and CS5.5 as main tools, as well as some other utilities, this collection of books covers all concepts, technologies and procedures required to produce eBooks with quality.

				It is recommended that the user has knowledge of the InDesign intermediate level, but the most complex and important issues are described in this book.

				It is not required that the reader has knowledge of XML, XHTML and CSS, since the content of this volume is designed for a minimum use of these technologies. 

				This first volume describes the concepts and features of the main formats, care, technical procedures, page elements elaboration, graphic design limits, diagramming good practices, as well as the techniques to convert the contents into ePub, Mobi and PDF formats.

				In this volume, we tried to stick to the InDesign capabilities/resources, and the minimum required editing of XML and XHTM codes. We shall use what is needed to obtain eBooks that may be validated and marketed by any distributors and online retailers of any size, from Amazon, Apple and Google Books to the smaller ones.

				The other volumes of this collection will focus on more technical issues and generation of eBooks with multimedia content. 

				HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

				For a better understanding of the procedures of artwork finalization and generation of eBooks in the ePub, Mobi and PDF formats, the content of this volume is divided into concise chapters with titles that clearly define the subject matter.

				This allows the reader, who wants to learn or is facing a specific problem, or has any questions, to go directly to the chapter that deals with it.

				The book is designed to provide objective data and is well illustrated.

				CONVENTIONS USED IN THIS BOOK

				You will find below and in detail some of the conventions used in this work.

				Operating systems used

				To prepare this book we relied on Windows XP with Service Pack 2, Windows 7 and Mac OS X (10.5.8). 

				Icons

				Even experienced users may not know and miss small and large features or hidden pitfalls in the application package, or even discover new ways to accomplish tasks. Therefore, we identified these tips and traps with icons.

				Tip

				[image: A1%20Dica.jpg]	They are reminders to use the application and/or alternative ways of performing the same task.

				Warning

				[image: A2%20Atencao.jpg]	They identify items or processes that may lead to different or unwanted results.

				Danger

				[image: A3%20Cuidado.jpg]	It requires that the reader pay special attention, because the use of a particular command, option or setting is likely to lead to serious problems with costly consequences.

				Tips and important remarks

				Before starting the learning process of artwork finalization of eBooks, watch out for the following tips and remarks: 

				[image: A1%20Dica.jpg]	It is strongly recommended to use a higher version or equal to the InDesign CS4. Versions used in the preparation of this book are CS5 and CS5.5, which have very interesting advances and features for the generation of eBooks. 

				[image: A2%20Atencao.jpg]	Many of the limitations of the layout and features of the ePub and Mobi formats, pointed and described in this book, are imposed by the versions of the applications used for diagramming and even by the formats specifications. As these items evolve, limitations will be reduced.

				[image: A2%20Atencao.jpg]	Quality control and problems searches were solved by using three tools: an Adobe Digital Edition, an iPad and a Kindle 3G. We believe they represent and simulate the adjustments and problems that would be displayed in the vast majority of reading applications and eReaders. 

				Key items

				Reader must meet some requirements to benefit from this book. 

				
							Own a copy of the Adobe InDesign CS4, or a higher version.

							Have access to broadband Internet.
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				CHAPTER 01 | ELECTRONIC BOOKS (EBOOKS)

				An electronic book, also known as eBook, is a digital version of a book that can be read on computers or portable devices.

				Contrary to what many people think, they are no novelty, but only a few years ago did the concept of this book become known and popular.

				Long since, they have already been marketed and distributed to be read and viewed by fixed workstations (desktop computers), laptops, palmtops and mobile phones, in various formats: PDF, plain text and even in bitmap images.

				01.1 | Strong demand

				The demand has increased in the last years with the launching of portable and multipurpose devices, such as smart phones and eReaders, i.e., the Amazon Kindle and Sony Reader, as well as Apple iPad tablets, Samsung Galaxy Tab and Motorola Xoom.

				The other factor was the popularization due to consumers’ increased demand for electronic books. 

				Here are some of the reasons.

				01.1.1 | Ecological motto 

				
						There is no printing. Therefore, the production cycle to manufacture and transport the paper, printing, finishing and leaflets distribution is not necessary. 

				

				01.1.2 | Economic motto

				
						On average, the electronic version of a book is 30% cheaper than the printed version.

						Delivery is free since an eBook is always delivered via download. Moreover, it occurs immediately after payment is confirmed.

				

				01.1.2.1 | Publishers and distributors’ views

				
						Consumers tend to buy books on impulse.

						You do not need to print and maintain stocks of books, which always generated waste and losses due to obsolescence of content, stuck copies and problems caused by storage and transport.

				

				01.1.2.2 | Other advantages for consumers

				
						You can load many titles (hundreds and even thousands) in a single reading device. These are increasingly cheaper, light, with a higher battery autonomy and storage capacity.

						Contents are easily searchable and we believe this is the best feature compared with the book.
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