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  Introduction




  Matthew Warchus, director




  The Old Vic: In Camera series was devised as a fundraising experiment in the midst of the 2020 pandemic. Having spent innumerable hours over many weeks on Zoom conference calls, it occurred to me that the platform might provide an opportunity to share socially distanced performances (actors only ever appearing in their own single frames) with a geographically distant lockdown audience. With the theatre being closed, and with most of our staff on furlough, the plays would need to be presented in a stripped back way with very little mise en scène – and so I decided to spin the staging of each show 180 degrees and use the empty auditorium as a background, providing a poignant visual context for the productions.




  Three Kings, which arrived out of the blue, whilst Andrew Scott and I were searching for something for him to perform, was the first monologue of the In Camera series and the first piece to be written specially for the format. I’m hugely grateful to Stephen for essentially donating the world premiere of this superbly written and very personal play to The Old Vic at such a critical time. And equally indebted to Andrew for navigating a very strange form of theatre (live but with no apparent audience!) with such panache and for supporting the theatre via his mesmerising performances.




  I love this play. It’s a super example of the paradox that a specific and personal story can have wide resonance. Can we love (and forgive) what disappoints us? How do we manage to be kind, natural and honest, in love and life, even whilst accumulating bruises and scars? These are challenges we all face. And tricks we will struggle to fathom.




  

    

  




  Three Kings was first performed at The Old Vic, London, on 3 September 2020, as part of the Old Vic: In Camera series, a new artistic initiative of socially distanced performances, all streamed live from the iconic Old Vic stage with the empty auditorium as a backdrop.




  The cast and production team was as follows:
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        Director


      



      	

        Matthew Warchus


      

    




    

      	

        Design


      



      	

        Rob Howell


      

    




    

      	

        Lighting


      



      	

        Tim Lutkin


      

    




    

      	

        Broadcast Sound & Video


      



      	

        Simon Baker & Jay Jones


      

    




    

      	

        Associate Director
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        Associate Lighting
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        Stage Manager


      



      	

        Maria Gibbons


      

    




    

      	

        Deputy Stage Manager


      



      	

        Emma Tooze


      

    




    

      	

        Head of Lighting


      



      	

        Andrew Stuttard


      

    




    

      	

        Camera Operators


      



      	

        Avril Cook, Karina Olson,


        Josh Reeves


      

    




    

      	

        Sound & Video Operator
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        Production Manager


      



      	

        Dominic Fraser


      

    




    

      	

        Head of Wardrobe
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        Set Construction


      



      	

        Aran Morrison & Karina Olson


      

    




    

      	

        Sound & Video Equipment


      



      	

        Stage Sound Services
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