

        

            

                

            

        




    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


View Of The State Of Europe During The Middle Ages



Hallam, Henry

9783988680273

448

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The Middle Ages is described by Hallam himself as a series of historical dissertations, a comprehensive survey of the chief circumstances that can interest a philosophical inquirer during the period from the 5th to the 15th century. The work consists of nine long chapters, each of which is a complete treatise in itself. The history of France, of Italy, of Spain, of Germany, and of the Greek and Saracenic empires, sketched in rapid and general terms, is the subject of five separate chapters. Others deal with the great institutional features of medieval society—the development of the feudal system, of the ecclesiastical system, and of the free political system of England. The last chapter sketches the general state of society, the growth of commerce, manners, and literature in the middle ages. The book may be regarded as a general view of early modern history, preparatory to the more detailed treatment of special lines of inquiry carried out in his subsequent works, although Hallam's original intention was to continue the work on the scale on which it had been begun. This is volume one out of three dealing with the history of France.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Truth About The Titanic



Gracie, Archibald

9783849621667

225

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The Truth About the Titanic', by Colonel Archibald Gracie, is a striking recital of the monumental shipwreck, by the sole survivor of all the men passengers, "stationed during the loading of six or more life-boats with women and children on the port side of the ship.'' The book is written as a tribute and testimony to the "heroism on the part of all concerned." Colonel Gracie refutes many of the press reports of the disaster, as for instance, the Captain and the First Officer shooting themselves, for which statement he says there is no direct testimony. The story of the author's marvelous escape beggars the imagination and gives proof of a remarkable telepathic communication with his wife. Horrible are the scenes described and they bring vividly before you the heroism and endurance that were borne until the arrival of the Carpathia. Some of the testimony taken before the Senate Committee and the British Courts of Inquiry is analyzed and the story of each lifeboat is given according to the testimony given and the different affidavits. The part devoted to J. Bruce Ismay's testimony will be of especial interest to readers. Colonel Gracie's death, eight months after the world's greatest marine disaster, was due to the exposure and strain received at that time, and the restraint is a marked feature in this vivid account of an unprecedented ocean disasterwhich occasioned the sympathy of the world.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Atlantis, The Antediluvian World



Donnelly, Ignatius

9783849644345

309

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This book created somewhat of a sensation in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Donnelly argues that Plato's story was true; that all the ancient civilizations of Europe and America radiated from this ancient kingdom, and that this is the reason we find pyramids, obelisks, and buildings almost Identically alike in Egypt, Mexico and Peru. Donnelly's statements and ample evidence deliver ample evidence for the existence of the continent of Atlants. This book is a must have for all folklorists and people, who are interested in the possible history of a famous nation.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Roughing It



Twain, Mark

9783849643874

559

Buy now and read (Advertising)

"Roughing It" is another one of Mark Twain's chronicles of his wandering years, this one being the prequel to "Innocents Abroad." His adventures take place in the Wild West, Salt Lake City and even in Hawaii - among other places. He even enlists as a Confederate cavalryman for some time. The book is also a prolific example for Twain's excellent sense of humour.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Ministry Of Healing



White, Ellen Gould

9783849646424

356

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The Ministry of Healing, perhaps one of the best books ever written by Mrs. White, offers a wealth of information on the laws of life, how to cure diseases, how to stay healthy and how to heal the soul. It is important to understand the spiritual side of health, and this is where Mrs. White is the expert at. From the contents: Chapter 1 - Our Example Chapter 2 - Days of Ministry Chapter 3 - With Nature and With God Chapter 4 - The Touch of Faith Chapter 5 - Healing of the Soul Chapter 6 - Saved to Serve Chapter 7 - The Co-Working of the Divine and the Human Chapter 8 - The Physician, an Educator Chapter 9 - Teaching and Healing Chapter 10 - Helping the Tempted Chapter 11 - Working for the Intemperate Chapter 12 - Help for the Unemployed and the Homeless Chapter 13 - The Helpless Poor Chapter 14 - Ministry to the Rich ...

Buy now and read (Advertising)









 




 




 




View

of the State of Europe during the Middle Ages




 




Volume 2: The Histories of Italy, Spain, Germany and Greece




 




HENRY HALLAM




 




 




 















 




 




 




View

of the State of Europe during the Middle Ages, Vol. 2, Henry Hallam




 




Jazzybee

Verlag Jürgen Beck




86450

Altenmünster, Loschberg 9




Deutschland




 




ISBN: 9783988680440




 




www.jazzybee-verlag.de




admin@jazzybee-verlag.de




 




 
















CONTENTS:





 




CHAPTER III. THE

HISTORY OF ITALY, FROM THE EXTINCTION OF THE CARLOVINGIAN EMPERORS TO THE

INVASION OF NAPLES BY CHARLES VIII. 1




PART I. 1




PART II. 33




CHAPTER IV. THE HISTORY OF SPAIN  TO THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 99




NOTE TO CHAPTER IV. 136




CHAPTER V. HISTORY OF GERMANY  TO THE DIET OF WORMS IN 1495. 139




CHAPTER VI. HISTORY OF THE GREEKS AND SARACENS. 170




 















 





CHAPTER III. THE HISTORY OF ITALY, FROM THE

EXTINCTION OF THE CARLOVINGIAN EMPERORS TO THE INVASION OF NAPLES BY CHARLES

VIII.





 




PART I.




 




AT the death of Charles the Fat in

888, that part of Italy which acknowledged the supremacy of the Western empire

was divided, like France and Germany, among a few powerful vassals, hereditary

governors of provinces. The principal of these were the dukes of Spoleto and

Tuscany, the marquises of Ivrea, Susa, and Friuli. The great Lombard duchy of

Benevento, which had stood against the arms of Charlemagne, and comprised more

than half the present kingdom of Naples, had now fallen into decay, and was

straitened by the Greeks in Apulia, and by the principalities of Capua and

Salerno, which had been severed from its own territory, on the opposite coast.

Though princes of the Carlovingian line continued to reign in France, their

character was too little distinguished to challenge the obedience of Italy,

already separated by family partitions from the Transalpine nations; and the

only contest was among her native chiefs. One of these, Berenger, originally

marquis of Friuli, or the March of Treviso, reigned for thirty-six years, but

with continually disputed pretensions; and after his death the calamities of

Italy were sometimes aggravated by tyranny, and sometimes by intestine war. The

Hungarians desolated Lombardy; the southern coasts were infested by the

Saracens, now masters of Sicily. Plunged in an abyss, from which she saw no

other means of extricating herself, Italy lost sight of her favorite

independence, and called in the assistance of Otho the First, king of Germany.

Little opposition was made to this powerful monarch. Berenger II., the reigning

sovereign of Italy, submitted to hold the kingdom of him as a fief. But some

years afterwards, new disturbances arising, Otho descended from the Alps a

second time, deposed Berenger (951), and received at the hands of Pope John

XII. the imperial dignity, which had been suspended for nearly forty years.




Every ancient prejudice, every

recollection, whether of Augustus or of Charlemagne, had led the Italians to

annex the notion of sovereignty to the name of Roman Emperor; nor were Otho, or

his two immediate descendants, by any means inclined to waive these supposed

prerogatives, which they were well able to enforce. Most of the Lombard princes

acquiesced without apparent repugnance in the new German government, which was

conducted by Otho the Great with much prudence and vigor, and occasionally with

severity. The citizens of Lombardy were still better satisfied with a change

that ensured a more tranquil and regular administration than they had

experienced under the preceding kings. But in one, and that the chief of

Italian cities, very different sentiments were prevalent. We find, indeed, a

considerable obscurity spread over the internal history of Rome during the long

period from the recovery of Italy by Belisarius to the end of the eleventh

century. The popes appear to have possessed some measure of temporal power,

even while the city was professedly governed by the exarchs of Ravenna, in the

name of the Eastern empire. This power became more extensive after her

separation from Constantinople. It was, however, subordinate to the undeniable

sovereignty of the new imperial family, who were supposed to enter upon all the

rights of their predecessors. There was always an imperial officer, or prefect,

in that city, to render criminal justice; an oath of allegiance to the emperor

was taken by the people; and upon any irregular election of a pope, a

circumstance by no means unusual, the emperors held themselves entitled to

interpose. But the spirit and even the institutions of the Romans were

republican. Amidst the darkness of the tenth century, which no contemporary

historian dissipates, we faintly distinguish the awful names of senate,

consuls, and tribunes, the domestic magistracy of Rome. These shadows of past

glory strike us at first with surprise; yet there is no improbability in the

supposition that a city so renowned and populous, and so happily sheltered from

the usurpation of the Lombards, might have preserved, or might afterwards

establish a kind of municipal government, which it would be natural to dignify

with. those august titles of antiquity. During that anarchy which ensued upon

the fall of the Carlovingian dynasty, the Romans acquired an independence which

they did not deserve. The city became a prey to the most terrible disorders;

the papal chair was sought for at best by bribery or controlling influence,

often by violence and assassination; it was filled by such men as naturally

rise by such means, whose sway was precarious, and generally ended either in

their murder or degradation. For many years the supreme pontiffs were forced

upon the church by two women of high rank but infamous reputation, Theodora and

her daughter Marozia. The kings of Italy, whose election in a diet of Lombard

princes and bishops at Roncaglia was not conceived to convey any pretensions to

the sovereignty of Rome, could never obtain any decided influence in papal

elections, which were the object of struggling factions among the resident

nobility. In this temper of the Romans, they were ill disposed to resume habits

of obedience to a foreign sovereign. The next year after Otho's coronation they

rebelled, the pope at their head (962); but were of course subdued without

difficulty. The same republican spirit broke out whenever the emperors were

absent in Germany, especially during the minority of Otho III., and directed

itself against the temporal superiority of the pope. But when that emperor

attained manhood he besieged and took the city, crushing all resistance by

measures of severity; and especially by the execution of the consul

Crescentius, a leader of the popular faction, to whose instigation the

tumultuous license of Rome was principally ascribed.




At the death of Otho III., without

children, in 1002, the compact between Italy and the emperors of the house of

Saxony was determined. Her engagement of fidelity was certainly not applicable

to every sovereign whom the princes of Germany might raise to their throne.

Accordingly, Ardoin marquis of Ivrea was elected king of Italy. But a German

party existed among the Lombard princes and bishops, to which his insolent

demeanor soon gave a pretext for inviting Henry II., the new king of Germany,

collaterally related to their late sovereign. Ardoin was deserted by most of

the Italians, but retained his former subjects in Piedmont, and disputed the

crown for many years with Henry, who passed very little time in Italy. During

this period there was hardly any recognized government; and the Lombards became

more and more accustomed, through necessity, to protect themselves, and to

provide for their own internal police. Meanwhile the German nation had become

odious to the Italians. The rude soldiery, insolent and addicted to

intoxication, were engaged in frequent disputes with the citizens, wherein the

latter, as is usual in similar cases, were exposed first to the summary

vengeance of the troops, and afterwards to penal chastisement for sedition. In

one of these tumults, at the entry of Henry II. in 1004, the city of Pavia was

burned to the ground, which inspired its inhabitants with a constant animosity

against that emperor. Upon his death in 1024, the Italians were disposed to

break once more their connections with Germany, which had elected as sovereign

Conrad duke of Franconia. They offered their crown to Robert king of France,

and to William duke of Guienne; but neither of them was imprudent enough to

involve himself in the difficult and faithless politics of Italy. It may

surprise us that no candidate appeared from among her native princes. But it

had been the dexterous policy of the Othos to weaken the great Italian fiefs,

which were still rather considered as hereditary governments than as absolute

patrimonies, by separating districts from their jurisdiction, under inferior

marquises and rural counts. The bishops were incapable of becoming competitors,

and generally attached to the German party. The cities already possessed

material influence, but were disunited by mutual jealousies. Since ancient

prejudices, therefore, precluded a federate league of independent

principalities and republics, for which perhaps the actual condition of Italy

unfitted her, Eribert archbishop of Milan, accompanied by some other chief men

of Lombardy, repaired to Constance, and tendered the crown to Conrad (1024),

which he was already disposed to claim as a sort of dependency upon Germany. It

does not appear that either Conrad or his successors were ever regularly

elected to reign over Italy; but whether this ceremony took place or not, we

may certainly date from that time the subjection of Italy to the Germanic body.

It became an unquestionable maxim that the votes of a few German princes

conferred a right to the sovereignty of a country which had never been

conquered, and which had never formally recognized this superiority. But it was

an equally fundamental rule, that the elected king of Germany could not assume

the title of Roman Emperor until his coronation by the pope. The middle appellation

of King of the Romans was invented as a sort of approximation to the imperial

dignity. But it was not till the reign of Maximilian that the actual coronation

at Rome was dispensed with, and the title of emperor taken immediately after

the election.




The period between Conrad of

Franconia and Frederic Barbarossa, or from about the middle of the eleventh to

that of the twelfth century, is marked by three great events in Italian

history: the struggle between the empire and the papacy for ecclesiastical

investitures, the establishment of the Norman kingdom in Naples, and the

formation of distinct and nearly independent republics among the cities of

Lombardy. The first of these will find a more appropriate place in a subsequent

chapter, where I shall trace the progress of ecclesiastical power. But it

produced a long and almost incessant state of disturbance in Italy; and should

be mentioned at present as one of the main causes which excited in that country

a systematic opposition to the imperial authority.




The southern provinces of Italy, in

the beginning of the eleventh century, were chiefly subject to the Greek

empire, which had latterly recovered part of its losses, and exhibited some

ambition and enterprise, though without any intrinsic vigor. They were governed

by a lieutenant, styled Catapan, who resided at Bari in Apulia. On the

Mediterranean coast three duchies, or rather republics of Naples, Gaeta, and

Amalfi, had for several ages preserved their connection, with the Greek empire,

and acknowledged its nominal sovereignty. The Lombard principalities of

Benevento, Salerno, and Capua, had much declined from their ancient splendor.

The Greeks were, however, not likely to attempt any further conquests: the

court of Constantinople had relapsed into its usual indolence; nor had they

much right to boast of successes rather due to the Saracen auxiliaries whom

they hired from Sicily. No momentous revolution apparently threatened the south

of Italy, and least of all could it be anticipated from what quarter the storm

was about to gather.




The followers of Rollo, who rested

from plunder and piracy in the quiet possession of Normandy, became devout

professors of the Christian faith, and particularly addicted to the custom of

pilgrimage, which gratified their curiosity and spirit of adventure. In small

bodies, well-armed on account of the lawless character of the countries through

which they passed, the Norman pilgrims visited the shrines of Italy and even

the Holy Land. Some of these, very early in the eleventh century, were engaged

by a Lombard prince of Salerno against the Saracens, who had invaded his

territory; and through that superiority of valor and perhaps of corporal

strength, which this singular people seem to have possessed above all other

Europeans, they made surprising havoc among the enemy. This exploit led to

fresh engagements, and these engagements drew new adventurers from Normandy;

they founded the little city of Aversa, near Capua, and were employed by the

Greeks against the Saracens of Sicily. But, though performing splendid services

in this war, they were ill repaid by their ungrateful employers; and being by

no means of a temper to bear with injury, they revenged themselves by a sudden

invasion of Apulia. This province was speedily subdued, and divided among

twelve Norman counts (1042); but soon afterwards Robert Guiscard, one of twelve

brothers, many of whom were renowned in these Italian wars, acquired the

sovereignty (1057); and, adding Calabria to his conquests, put an end to the

long dominion of the Eastern emperors in Italy. He reduced the principalities

of Salerno and Benevento, in the latter instance sharing the spoil with the

pope, who took the city to himself, while Robert retained the territory. His

conquests in Greece, which he invaded with the magnificent design of

overthrowing the Eastern empire (1061), were at least equally splendid, though

less durable. Roger, his younger brother, undertook meanwhile the romantic

enterprise, as it appeared, of conquering the island of Sicily with a small

body of Norman volunteers. But the Saracens were broken into petty states and

discouraged by the bad success of their brethren in Spain and Sardinia. After

many years of war Roger became sole master of Sicily and took the title of

Count. The son of this prince, upon the extinction of Robert Guiscard's

posterity, united the two Norman sovereignties, and, subjugating the free

republics of Naples and Amalfi, and the principality of Capua (1127),

established a boundary which has hardly been changed since his time.




The first successes of these Norman

leaders were viewed unfavorably by the popes. Leo IX. marched in person against

Robert Guiscard with an army of German mercenaries, but was beaten and made

prisoner in this unwise enterprise, the scandal of which nothing but good

fortune could have lightened. He fell, however, into the hands of a devout

people, who implored his absolution for the crime of defending themselves; and

whether through gratitude, or as the price of his liberation, invested them

with their recent conquests in Apulia, as fiefs of the Holy See. This

investiture was repeated and enlarged as the popes, especially in their

contention with Henry IV. and Henry V., found the advantage of using the

Normans as faithful auxiliaries. Finally, Innocent II., in 1139, conferred upon

Roger the title of King of Sicily. It is difficult to understand by what

pretence these countries could be claimed by the see of Rome in sovereignty,

unless by virtue of the pretended donation of Constantine, or that of Louis the

Debonair, which is hardly less suspicious; and least of all how Innocent II.

could surrender the liberties of the city of Naples, whether that was

considered as an independent republic, or as a portion of the Greek empire. But

the Normans, who had no title but their swords, were naturally glad to give an

appearance of legitimacy to their conquest; and the kingdom of Naples, even in

the hands of the most powerful princes in Europe, never ceased to pay a feudal

acknowledgment to the chair of St. Peter.




The revolutions which time brought

forth on the opposite side of Italy were still more interesting. Under the

Lombard and French princes every city with its adjacent district was subject to

the government and jurisdiction of a count, who was himself subordinate to the

duke or marquis of the province. From these counties it was the practice of the

first German emperors to dismember particular towns or tracts of country,

granting them upon a feudal tenure to rural lords, by many of whom also the

same title was assumed. Thus by degrees the authority of the original officers

was confined almost to the walls of their own cities; and in many cases the

bishops obtained a grant of the temporal government, and exercised the

functions which had belonged to the count.




It is impossible to ascertain the

tine at which the cities of Lombardy began to assume a republican form of

government, or to trace with precision the gradations of their progress. The

last historian of Italy asserts that Otho the First erected them into municipal

communities, and permitted the election of their magistrates; but of this he

produces no evidence; and Muratori, from whose authority it is rash to depart

without strong reasons, is not only silent about any charters, but discovers no

express unequivocal testimonies of a popular government for the whole eleventh

century. The first appearance of the citizens acting for themselves is in a

tumult at Milan in 991, when the archbishop was expelled from the city. But

this was a transitory ebullition, and we must descend lower for more specific

proofs. It is possible that the disputed succession of Ardoin and Henry, at the

beginning of the eleventh age, and the kind of interregnum which then took

place, gave the inhabitants an opportunity of choosing magistrates and of

sharing in public deliberations. A similar relaxation indeed of government in

France had exposed the people to greater servitude, and established a feudal

aristocracy. But the feudal tenures seem not to have produced in Italy that

systematic and regular subordination which existed in France during the same

period; nor were the mutual duties of the relation between lord and vassal so

well understood or observed. Hence we find not only disputes, but actual civil

war, between the lesser gentry or vavassors, and the higher nobility, their

immediate superiors. These differences were adjusted by Conrad the Salic, who

published a remarkable edict in 1037, by which the feudal law of Italy was

reduced to more certainty. From this disunion among the members of the feudal

confederacy, it was more easy for the citizens to render themselves secure

against its dominion. The cities too of Lombardy were far more populous and

better defended than those of France; they had learned to stand sieges in the

Hungarian invasions of the tenth century and had acquired the right of

protecting themselves by strong fortifications. Those which had been placed

under the temporal government of their bishops had peculiar advantages in

struggling for emancipation. This circumstance in the state of Lombardy I

consider as highly important towards explaining the subsequent revolution.

Notwithstanding several exceptions, a churchman was less likely to be bold and

active in command than a soldier; and the sort of election which was always

necessary, and sometimes more than nominal, on a vacancy of the see, kept up

among the citizens a notion that the authority of their bishop and chief

magistrate emanated in some degree from themselves. In many instances,

especially in the church of Milan, the earliest perhaps, and certainly the most

famous of Lombard republics, there occurred a disputed election, two, or even

three, competitors claimed the archiepiscopal functions, and were compelled, in

the absence of the emperors, to obtain the exercise of them by means of their

own faction among the citizens.




These were the general causes which,

operating at various times. during the eleventh century, seem gradually to have

produced a republican form of government in the Italian cities. But this part

of history is very obscure. The archives of all cities before the reign of

Frederic Barbarossa have perished. For many years there is a great deficiency

of contemporary Lombard historians; and those of a later age, who endeavored to

search into the antiquities of their country have found only some barren and

insulated events to record. We perceive, however, throughout the eleventh

century, that the cities were continually in warfare with each other. This,

indeed, was according to the manners of that age, and no inference can

absolutely be drawn from it as to their internal freedom. But it is observable

that their chronicles speak, in recording these transactions, of the people,

and not of their leaders, which is the true republican tone of history. Thus,

in the Annals of Pisa, we read, under the years 1002 and 1004, of victories

gained by the Pisans over the people of Lucca; in 1006, that the Pisans and

Genoese conquered Sardinia. These annals, indeed, are not by a contemporary

writer, nor perhaps of much authority. But we have an original account of a war

that broke out in 1057, between Pavia and Milan, in which the citizens are said

to have raised armies, made alliances, hired foreign troops, and in every

respect acted like independent states. There was, in fact, no power left in the

empire to control them. The two Henry's IV. and V. were so much embarrassed

during the quarrel concerning investitures, and the continual troubles of

Germany, that they were less likely to interfere with the rising freedom of the

Italian cities, than to purchase their assistance by large concessions. Henry

IV. granted a charter to Pisa in 1081, full of the most important privileges,

promising even not to name any marquis of Tuscany without the people's consent;

and it is possible that, although the instruments have perished, other places

might obtain similar advantages. However, this may be, it is certain that

before the death of Henry V., in 1125, almost all the cities of Lombardy, and

many among those of Tuscany, were accustomed to elect their own magistrates,

and to act as independent communities in waging war and in domestic government.




The territory subjected originally

to the count or bishop of these cities, had been reduced, as I mentioned above,

by numerous concessions to the rural nobility. But the new republics, deeming

themselves entitled to all which their former governors had once possessed,

began to attack their nearest neighbors, and to recover the sovereignty of all

their ancient territory. They besieged the castles of the rural counts, and

successively reduced them into subjection. They suppressed some minor

communities, which had been formed in imitation of themselves by little towns

belonging to their district. Sometimes they purchased feudal superiorities or

territorial jurisdictions, and, according to a policy not unusual with the

stronger party, converted the rights of property into those of government.

Hence, at the middle of the twelfth century, we are assured by a contemporary

writer that hardly any nobleman could be found, except the marquis of

Montferrat, who had not submitted to some city. We may except, also, I should

presume, the families of Este and Malaspina, as well as that of Savoy. Muratori

produces many charters of mutual compact between the nobles and the neighboring

cities; whereof one invariable article is, that the former should reside within

the walls a certain number of months in the year. The rural nobility, thus

deprived of the independence which had endeared their castles, imbibed a new

ambition of directing the municipal government of the cities, which

consequently, during this period of the republics, fell chiefly into the hands

of the superior families. It was the sagacious policy of the Lombards to invite

settlers by throwing open to them the privileges of citizenship, and sometimes

they even bestowed them by compulsion. Sometimes a city, imitating the wisdom

of ancient Rome, granted these privileges to all the inhabitants of another.

Thus, the principal cities, and especially Milan, reached before the middle of

the twelfth century, a degree of population very far beyond that of the

capitals of the great kingdoms. Within their strong walls and deep trenches,

and in the midst of their well-peopled streets the industrious dwelt secure

from the license of armed pillagers and the oppression of feudal tyrants,

Artisans, whom the military landholders contemned, acquired and deserved the

right of bearing arms for their own and the public defence. Their occupations

became liberal, because they were the foundation of their political franchises;

the citizens were classed in companies according to their respective crafts,

each of which had its tribune or standard-bearer (gonfalonier), at whose

command, when any tumult arose or enemy threatened, they rushed in arms to

muster in the marketplace.




But, unhappily, we cannot extend the

sympathy which institutions so full of liberty create to the national conduct

of these little republics. Their love of freedom was alloyed by that restless

spirit, from which a democracy is seldom exempt, of tyrannizing over weaker

neighbors. They played over again the tragedy of ancient Greece, with all its

circumstances of inveterate hatred, unjust ambition, and atrocious retaliation,

though with less consummate actors upon the scene. Among all the Lombard

cities, Milan was the most conspicuous, as well for power and population as for

the abuse of those resources by arbitrary and ambitious conduct. Thus, in III,

they razed the town of Lodi to the ground, distributing the inhabitants among

six villages, and subjecting them to an unrelenting despotism. Thus, in 1118,

they commenced a war of ten years' duration with the little city of Como; but

the surprising perseverance of its inhabitants procured for them better terms

of capitulation though they lost their original independence. The Cremonese

treated so harshly the town of Crema that it revolted from them and put itself

under the protection of Milan. Cities of more equal forces carried on

interminable hostilities by wasting each other's territory, destroying the

harvests, and burning the villages.




The sovereignty of the emperors,

meanwhile, though not very effective, was in theory always admitted. Their name

was used in public acts, and appeared upon the coin. When they came into Italy

they had certain customary supplies of provisions, called fodrum regale, at the

expense of the city where they resided; during their presence all inferior

magistracies were suspended, and the right of jurisdiction devolved upon them

alone. But such was the jealousy of the Lombards, that they built the royal

palaces outside their gates; a precaution to which the emperors were compelled

to submit. This was at a very early time a subject of contention between the

inhabitants of Pavia and Conrad II., whose palace, seated in the heart of the

city, they had demolished in a sedition, and were unwilling to rebuild in that

situation.




Such was the condition of Italy when

Frederic Barbarossa, duke of Swabia, and nephew of the last emperor, Conrad

III., ascended the throne of Germany. His accession forms the commencement of a

new period, the duration of which is about one hundred years, and which is

terminated by the death of Conrad IV., the last emperor of the house of Swabia.

It is characterized, like the former, by three distinguishing features in

Italian history: the victorious struggle of the Lombard and other cities for

independence, the final establishment of a temporal sovereignty over the middle

provinces by the popes, and the union of the kingdom of Naples to the dominions

of the house of Swabia.




In Frederic Barbarossa the Italians

found a very different sovereign from the two last emperors, Lothaire and

Conrad III., who had seldom appeared in Italy, and with forces quite inadequate

to control such insubordinate subjects. The distinguished valor and ability of

this prince rendered a severe and arbitrary temper and a haughty conceit of his

imperial rights more formidable. He believed, or professed to believe, the

magnificent absurdity, that, as successor of Augustus, he inherited the

kingdoms of the world. In the same right, he more powerfully, if not more

rationally, laid claim to the entire prerogatives of the Roman emperors over

their own subjects; and in this the professors of the civil law, which was now

diligently studied, lent him their aid with the utmost servility. To such a

disposition the self-government of the Lombard cities appeared mere rebellion.

Milan especially, the most renowned of them all, drew down upon herself his

inveterate resentment. He found, unfortunately, too good a pretence in her

behavior towards Lodi. Two natives of that ruined city threw themselves at the

emperor's feet, imploring him, as the ultimate source of justice, to redress

the wrongs of their country. It is a striking proof of the terror inspired by

Milan that the consuls of Lodi disavowed the complaints of their countrymen,

and the inhabitants trembled at the danger of provoking a summary vengeance,

against which the imperial arms seemed no protection. The Milanese, however,

abstained from attacking the people of Lodi, though they treated with contempt

the emperor's order to leave them at liberty. Frederic meanwhile came into

Italy, and held a diet at Roncaglia, where complaints poured in from many

quarters against the Milanese. Pavia and Cremona, their ancient enemies, were

impatient to renew hostilities under the imperial auspices. Brescia, Tortona,

and Crema were allies, or rather dependents, of Milan. Frederic soon took

occasion to attack the latter confederacy. Tortona was compelled to surrender

and levelled to the ground. But a feudal army was soon dissolved; the emperor

had much to demand his attention at Rome, where he was on ill terms with Adrian

IV.; and when the imperial troops were withdrawn from Lombardy, the Milanese

rebuilt Tortona, and expelled the citizens of Lodi from their dwellings.

Frederic assembled a fresh army, to which almost every city of Lombardy,

willingly or by force, contributed its militia. It is said to have exceeded a

hundred thousand The Milanese shut themselves up within their walls; and

perhaps might have defied the imperial forces, if their immense population,

which gave them confidence in arms, had not exposed them to a different enemy.

Milan was obliged by hunger to capitulate, upon conditions not very severe, if

a vanquished people could ever safely rely upon the convention that testifies

their submission.




Frederic, after the surrender of

Milan, held a diet at Roncaglia, (1158), where the effect of his victories was

fatally perceived. The bishops, the higher nobility, the lawyers, vied with one

another in exalting his prerogatives. He defined the regalian rights, as they

were called, in such a manner as to exclude the cities and private proprietors

from coining money, and from tolls or territorial dues, which they had for many

years possessed. These, however, he permitted them to retain for a pecuniary stipulation.

A more important innovation was the appointment of magistrates, with the title

of podestà, to administer justice concurrently with the consuls; but he soon

proceeded to abolish the latter office in many cities, and to throw the whole

government into the hands of his own magistrates. He prohibited the cities from

levying war against each other. It may be presumed that he showed no favor to

Milan. The capitulation was set at naught in its most express provisions; a

podestà was sent to supersede the consuls, and part of the territory taken

away. Whatever might be the risk of resistance, and the Milanese had experience

enough not to undervalue it, they were determined rather to see their liberties

at once overthrown than gradually destroyed by a faithless tyrant. They availed

themselves of the absence of his army to renew the war. Its issue was more

calamitous than that of the last. Almost all Lombardy lay patient under

subjection. The small town of Crema, always the faithful ally of Milan, stood a

memorable siege against the imperial army; but the inhabitants were ultimately

compelled to capitulate for their lives, and the vindictive Cremonese razed

their dwellings to the ground. But all smaller calamities were forgotten when

the great city of Milan, worn out by famine rather than subdued by force, was

reduced to surrender at discretion. Lombardy stood in anxious suspense to know

the determination of Frederic respecting this ancient metropolis, the seat of

the early Christian emperors, and second only to Rome in the hierarchy of the

Latin church. A delay of three weeks excited fallacious hopes; but at the end

of that time an order was given to the Milanese to evacuate their habitations.

The deserted streets were instantly occupied by the imperial army; the people

of Pavia and Cremona, of Lodi and Como, were commissioned to revenge themselves

on the respective quarters of the city assigned to them; and in a few days the

pillaged churches stood alone amidst the ruins of what had been Milan.




There was now little left of that

freedom to which Lombardy had aspired: it was gone like a pleasant dream, and

she awoke to the fears and miseries of servitude (1162). Frederic obeyed the

dictates of his vindictive temper, and of the policy usual among statesmen. He

abrogated the consular regimen in some even of the cities which had supported

him and established his podestà in their place. This magistrate was always a

stranger, frequently not even an Italian; and he came to his office with all

those prejudices against the people he was to govern which cut off every hope

of justice and humanity. The citizens of Lombardy, especially the Milanese, who

had been dispersed in the villages adjoining their ruined capital, were unable

to meet the perpetual demands of tribute. In some parts, it is said, two thirds

of the produce of their lands, the only wealth that remained, were extorted

from them by the imperial officers. It was in vain that they prostrated

themselves at the feet of Frederic. He gave at the best only vague promises of

redress; they were in his eyes rebels; his delegates had acted as faithful

officers, whom, even if they had gone a little beyond his intentions, he could

not be expected to punish.




But there still remained at the

heart of Lombardy the strong principle of national liberty, imperishable among

the perishing armies of her patriots, inconsumable in the conflagration of her

cities. Those whom private animosities had led to assist the German conqueror

blushed at the degradation of their country, and at the share they had taken in

it (1167). A league was secretly formed, in which Cremona, one of the chief

cities on the imperial side, took a prominent part. Those beyond the Adige,

hitherto not much engaged in the disputes of central Lombardy, had already

formed a separate confederacy to secure themselves from encroachments, which

appeared the more unjust, as they had never borne arms against the emperor

(1164). Their first successes corresponded to the justice of their cause;

Frederic was repulsed from the territory of Verona, a fortunate augury for the

rest of Lombardy. These two clusters of cities on the east and west of the

Adige now united themselves into the famous Lombard league, the terms of which

were settled in a general diet. Their alliance was to last twenty years, during

which they pledged themselves to mutual assistance against anyone who should

exact more from them than they had been used to perform from the time of Henry

to the first coming of Frederic into Italy; implying in this the recovery of

their elective magistracies, their rights of war and peace, and those lucrative

privileges which, under the name of regalian, had been wrested from them in the

diet of Roncaglia.




This union of the Lombard cities was

formed at a very favorable juncture. Frederic had almost ever since his

accession been engaged in open hostility with the see of Rome, and was pursuing

the fruitless policy of Henry IV., who had endeavored to substitute an antipope

of his own faction for the legitimate pontiff. In the prosecution of this

scheme he had besieged Rome with a great army, which, the citizens resisting

longer than he expected, fell a prey to the autumnal pestilence which visits

the neighborhood of that capital. The flower of German nobility was cut off by

this calamity, and the emperor recrossed the Alps, entirely unable for the

present to withstand the Lombard confederacy. Their first overt act of

insurrection was the rebuilding of Milan; the confederate troops all joined in

this undertaking; and the Milanese, still numerous, though dispersed and

persecuted, revived as a powerful republic. Lodi was compelled to enter into

the league; Pavia alone continued on the imperial side. As a check to Pavia,

and to the marquis of Montferrat, the most potent of the independent nobility,

the Lombards planned the erection of a new city between the confines of these

two enemies, in a rich plain to the south of the Po, and bestowed upon it, in

compliment to the Pope, Alexander III., the name of Alessandria. Though, from

its hasty construction, Alessandria was even in that age deemed rude in

appearance, it rapidly became a thriving and populous city. The intrinsic

energy and resources of Lombardy were now made manifest. Frederic, who had

triumphed by their disunion, was unequal to contend against their league. After

several years of indecisive war the emperor invaded the Milanese territory; but

the confederates gave him battle, and gained a complete victory at Legnano

(1176). Frederic escaped alone and disguised from the field, with little hope

of raising a fresh army, though still reluctant from shame to acquiesce in the

freedom of Lombardy. He was at length persuaded, through the mediation of the

republic of Venice, to consent to a truce of six years, the provisional terms

of which were all favorable to the league. It was weakened, however, by the

defection of some of its own members; Cremona, which had never cordially united

with her ancient enemies, made separate conditions with Frederic, and suffered

herself to be named among the cities on the imperial side in the armistice.

Tortona and even Alessandria followed the same course during the six years of

its duration; a fatal testimony of unsubdued animosities, and omen of the

calamities of Italy. At the expiration of the truce Frederic's anxiety to

secure the crown for his son overcame his pride, and the famous peace of

Constance established the Lombard republics in real independence (1183).




By the treaty of Constance the

cities were maintained in the enjoyment of all the regalian rights, whether

within their walls or in their district, which they could claim by usage. Those

of levying war, of erecting fortifications, and of administering civil and

criminal justice, were specially mentioned. The nomination of their consuls, or

other magistrates, was left absolutely to the citizens; but they were to

receive the investiture of their office from an imperial legate. The customary

tributes of provision during the emperor's residence in Italy were preserved;

and he was authorized to appoint in every city a judge of appeal in civil

causes. The Lombard league was confirmed, and the cities were permitted to

renew it at their own discretion; but they were to take every ten years an oath

of fidelity to the emperor. This just compact preserved, along with every

security for the liberties and welfare of the cities, as much of the imperial

prerogatives as could be exercised by a foreign sovereign consistently with the

people's happiness. 




The successful insurrection of

Lombardy is a memorable refutation of that system of policy to which its

advocates give the appellation of vigorous, and which they perpetually hold

forth as the only means through which a disaffected people are to be restrained.

By a certain class of statesmen, and by all men of harsh and violent

disposition, measures of conciliation, adherence to the spirit of treaties,

regard to ancient privileges, or to those rules of moral justice which are

paramount to all positive right, are always treated with derision. Terror is

their only specific; and the physical inability to rebel their only security

for allegiance. But if the razing of cities, the abrogation of privileges, the

impoverishment and oppression of a nation. could assure its constant

submission, Frederic Barbarossa would never have seen the militia of Lombardy

arrayed against him at Legnano. Whatever may be the pressure upon a conquered

people, there will come a moment of their recoil. Nor is it material to allege,

in answer to the present instance, that the accidental destruction of

Frederic's army by disease enabled the cities of Lombardy to succeed in their

resistance. The fact may well be disputed, since Lombardy, when united, appears

to have been more than equal to a contest with any German force that could have

been brought against her; but even if we admit the effect of this circumstance,

it only exhibits the precariousness of a policy which collateral events are

always liable to disturb. Providence reserves to itself various means by which

the bonds of the oppressor may be broken; and it is not for human sagacity to

anticipate whether the army of a conqueror shall moulder in the unwholesome

marshes of Rome or stiffen with frost in a Russian winter.




The peace of Constance presented a

noble opportunity to the Lombards of establishing a permanent federal union of

small republics; a form of government congenial from the earliest ages to

Italy, and that, perhaps, under which she is again destined one day to

flourish. They were entitled by the provisions of that treaty to preserve their

league, the basis of a more perfect confederacy, which the course of events

would have emancipated from every kind of subjection to Germany. But dark,

long-cherished hatreds, and that implacable vindictiveness which, at least in

former ages, distinguished the private manners of Italy, deformed her national

character, which can only be the aggregate of individual passions. For revenge

she threw away the pearl of great price and sacrificed even the recollection of

that liberty which had stalked like a majestic spirit among the ruins of Milan.

It passed away, that high disdain of absolute power, that steadiness and

self-devotion, which raised the half-civilized Lombards of the twelfth century

to the level of those ancient republics from whose history our first notions of

freedom and virtue are derived. The victim by turns of selfish and sanguinary

factions, of petty tyrants, and of foreign invaders, Italy has fallen like a

star from its place in heaven; she has seen her harvests trodden down by the

horses of the stranger, and the blood of her children wasted in quarrels not

their own: Conquering or conquered, in the indignant language of her poet,

still alike a slave, a long retribution for the tyranny of Rome.




Frederic did not attempt to molest

the cities of Lombardy in the enjoyment of those privileges conceded by the

treaty of Constance. His ambition was diverted to a new scheme for aggrandizing

the house of Swabia by the marriage of his eldest son Henry with Constance, the

aunt and heiress of William II., king of Sicily. That kingdom, which the first

monarch Roger had elevated to a high pitch of renown and power, fell into decay

through the misconduct of his son William, surnamed the Bad, and did not recover

much of its lustre under the second William, though styled the Good. His death

without issue was apparently no remote event; and Constance was the sole

legitimate survivor of the royal family. It is a curious circumstance that no

hereditary kingdom appears absolutely to have excluded females from its throne,

except that which from its magnitude was of all the most secure from falling

into the condition of a province. The Sicilians felt too late the defect of

their constitution, which permitted an independent people to be transferred, as

the dowry of a woman, to a foreign prince, by whose ministers they might justly

expect to be insulted and oppressed. Henry, whose marriage with Constance took

place in 1186, and who succeeded in her right to the throne of Sicily three

years afterwards, was exasperated by a courageous but unsuccessful effort of

the Norman barons to preserve the crown for an illegitimate branch of the royal

family; and his reign is disgraced by a series of atrocious cruelties. The

power of the house of Swabia was now at its zenith on each side of the Alps;

Henry received the Imperial crown the year after his father's death in the

third crusade, and even prevailed upon the princes of Germany to elect his

infant son Frederic as his successor. But his own premature decease clouded the

prospects of his family; Constance survived him but a year; and a child of four

years old was left with the inheritance of a kingdom which his father's

severity had rendered disaffected, and which the leaders of German mercenaries

in his service desolated and disputed.




During the minority of Frederic II.,

from 1198 to 1216, the papal chair was filled by Innocent III., a name second

only, and hardly second, to that of Gregory VII. Young, noble, and intrepid, he

united with the accustomed spirit of ecclesiastical usurpation, which no one

had ever carried to so high a point, the more worldly ambition of consolidating

a separate principality for the Holy See in the centre of Italy. The real or

spurious donations of Constantine, Pepin, Charlemagne, and Louis, had given rise

to a perpetual claim, on the part of the popes, to very extensive dominions;

but little of this had been effectuated, and in Rome itself they were thwarted

by the prefect, an officer who swore fidelity to the emperor, and by the

insubordinate spirit of the people. In the very neighborhood the small cities

owned no subjection to the capital, and were probably as much self-governed as

those of Lombardy. One is transported back to the earliest times of the

republic in reading of the desperate wars between Rome and Tibur or Tusculum;

neither of which was subjugated till the latter part of the twelfth century. At

a further distance were the duchy of Spoleto, the march of Ancona, and what had

been the exarchate of Ravenna, to all of which the popes had more or less

grounded pretensions. Early in the last-mentioned age the famous countess

Matilda, to whose zealous protection Gregory VII. had been eminently indebted

during his long dispute with the emperor, granted the reversion of all her

possessions to the Holy See, first in the lifetime of Gregory, and again under

the pontificate of Paschal III. These were very extensive, and held by

different titles. Of her vast imperial fiefs, Mantua, Modena, and Tuscany, she

certainly could not dispose. The duchy of Spoleto and march of Ancona were

supposed to rest upon a different footing. I confess myself not distinctly to

comprehend the nature of this part of her succession. These had been formerly

among the great fiefs of the kingdom of Italy. But if I understand it rightly,

they had tacitly ceased to be subject to the emperors some years before they

were seized by Godfrey of Lorraine, father-in-law and stepfather of Matilda. To

his son, her husband, she succeeded in the possession of those countries. They

are commonly considered as her alodial or patrimonial property; yet it is not

easy to see how, being herself a subject of the empire, she could transfer even

her alodial estates from its sovereignty. Nor on the other hand can it

apparently be maintained that she was lawful sovereign of countries which had

not long since been imperial fiefs, and the suzerainty over which had never

been renounced. The original title of the Holy See, therefore, does not seem

incontestible even as to this part of Matilda's donation. But I state with

hesitation a difficulty to which the authors I have consulted do not advert. It

is certain, however, that the emperors kept possession of the whole during the

twelfth century, and treated both Spoleto and Ancona as parts of the empire,

notwithstanding continual remonstrances from the Roman pontiffs. Frederic

Barbarossa, at the negotiations of Venice in 1177, promised to restore the

patrimony of Matilda in fifteen years; but at the close of that period Henry

VI. was not disposed to execute this arrangement, and granted the county in

fief to some of his German followers. Upon his death the circumstances were

favorable to Innocent III. The infant king of Sicily had been intrusted by

Constance to his guardianship. A double election of Philip, brother of Henry VI.,

and of Otho duke of Brunswick, engaged the princes of Germany, who had entirely

overlooked the claims of young Frederic, in a doubtful civil war. Neither party

was in a condition to enter Italy; and the imperial dignity was vacant for

several years, till, the death of Philip removing one competitor, Otho IV.,

whom the pope had constantly favored, was crowned emperor. During this interval

the Italians had no superior; and Innocent availed himself of it to maintain

the pretensions of the see. These he backed by the production of rather a

questionable document, the will of Henry VI., said to have been found among the

baggage of Marquard, one of the German soldiers who had been invested with

fiefs by the late emperor. The cities of what we now call the ecclesiastical

state had in the twelfth century their own municipal government like those of

Lombardy; but they were far less able to assert a complete independence. They

gladly, therefore, put themselves under the protection of the Holy See, which

held out some prospect of securing them from Marquard and other rapacious

partisans, without disturbing their internal regulations. Thus the duchy of

Spoleto and march of Ancona submitted to Innocent III.; but he was not strong

enough to keep constant possession of such extensive territories, and some

years afterwards adopted the prudent course of granting Ancona in fief to the

marquis of Este. He did not, as may be supposed, neglect his authority at home;

the prefect of Rome was now compelled to swear allegiance to the pope, which

put an end to the regular imperial supremacy over that city, and the privileges

of the citizens were abridged. This is the proper era of that temporal

sovereignty which the bishops of Rome possess over their own city, though still

prevented by various causes, for nearly three centuries, from becoming

unquestioned and unlimited.




The policy of Rome was now more

clearly defined than ever. In order to preserve what she had thus suddenly

gained rather by opportunity than strength, it was her interest to enfeeble the

imperial power, and consequently to maintain the freedom of the Italian

republics. Tuscany had hitherto been ruled by a marquis of the emperor's

appointment, though her cities were flourishing, and, within themselves,

independent. In imitation of the Lombard confederacy, and impelled by Innocent

III., they now (with the exception of Pisa, which was always strongly attached

to the empire) formed a similar league for the preservation of their rights. In

this league the influence of the pope was far more strongly manifested than in

that of Lombardy. Although the latter had been in alliance with Alexander III.,

and was formed during the height of his dispute with Frederic, this

ecclesiastical quarrel mingled so little in their struggle for liberty that no

allusion to it is found in the act of their confederacy. But the Tuscan union

was expressly established "for the honor and aggrandizement of the

apostolic see." The members bound themselves to defend the possessions and

rights of the church, and not to acknowledge any king or emperor without the

approbation of the supreme pontiff. The Tuscans accordingly were more

thoroughly attached to the church party than the Lombards, whose principle was

animosity towards the house of Swabia. Hence, when Innocent III., sometime

after, supported Frederic II. against the emperor Otho IV., the Milanese and

their allies were arranged on the Imperial side; but the Tuscans continued to

adhere to the pope.




In the wars of Frederic Barbarossa

against Milan and its allies, we have seen the cities of Lombardy divided, and

a considerable number of them firmly attached to the imperial interest. It does

not appear, I believe, from history, though it is by no means improbable, that

the citizens were at so early a time divided among themselves, as to their line

of public policy, and that the adherence of a particular city to the emperor,

or to the Lombard league, was only, as proved afterwards the case, that one faction

or another acquired an ascendancy in its councils. But jealousies long existing

between the different classes, and only suspended by the national struggle

which terminated at Constance, gave rise to new modifications of interests, and

new relations towards the empire. About the year 1200, or perhaps a little

later, the two leading parties which divided the cities of Lombardy, and whose

mutual animosity, having no general subject of contention, required the

association of a name to direct as well as invigorate its prejudices, became

distinguished by the celebrated appellations of Guelfs and Ghibelins; the

former adhering to the papal side, the latter to that of the emperor. These

names were derived from Germany and had been the rallying word of faction for

more than half a century in that country before they were transported to a

still more favorable soil. The Guelfs took their name from a very illustrious

family, several of whom had successively been dukes of Bavaria in the tenth and

eleventh centuries. The heiress of the last of these intermarried with a

younger son of the house of Este, a noble family settled near Padua, and

possessed of great estates on each bank of the lower Po. They gave birth to a

second line of Guelfs, from whom the royal house of Brunswick is descended. The

name of Ghibelin is derived from a village in Franconia, whence Conrad the

Salic came, the progenitor, through females, of the Swabian emperors. At the

election of Lothaire in 1125, the Swabian family were disappointed of what they

considered almost a hereditary possession; and at this time an hostility

appears to have commenced between them and the house of Guelf, who were nearly

related to Lothaire. Henry the Proud, and his son Henry the Lion,

representatives of the latter family, were frequently persecuted by the Swabian

emperors; but their fortunes belong to the history of Germany. Meanwhile the

elder branch, though not reserved for such glorious destinies as the Guelfs,

continued to flourish in Italy; the marquises of Este were by far the most

powerful nobles in eastern Lombardy, and about the end of the twelfth century

began to be considered as the heads of the church party in their neighborhood.

They were frequently chosen to the office of podestà, or chief magistrate, by

the cities of Romagna; and in 1208 the people of Ferrara set the fatal example

of sacrificing their freedom for tranquillity, by electing Azzo VII., marquis

of Este, as their lord or sovereign.




Otho IV. was son of Henry the Lion,

and consequently head of the Guelfs. On his obtaining the imperial crown, the

prejudices of Italian factions were diverted out of their usual channel. He was

soon engaged in a quarrel with the pope, whose hostility to the empire was

certain, into whatever hands it might fall. In Milan, however, and generally in

the cities which had belonged to the Lombard league against Frederic I., hatred

of the house of Swabia prevailed more than jealousy of the imperial prerogatives;

they adhered to names rather than to principles, and supported a Guelf emperor

even against the pope. Terms of this description, having no definite relation

to principles which it might be troublesome to learn and defend, are always

acceptable to mankind, and have the peculiar advantage of precluding altogether

that spirit of compromise and accommodation, by which it is sometimes

endeavored to obstruct their tendency to hate and injure each other. From this

time, every city, and almost every citizen, gloried in one of these barbarous

denominations, in several cities the imperial party predominated through hatred

of their neighbors, who espoused that of the church. Thus the inveterate feuds

between Pisa and Florence, Modena and Bologna, Cremona and Milan, threw them

into opposite factions. But there was in every one of these a strong party

against that which prevailed, and consequently a Guelf city frequently became

Ghibelin, or conversely, according to the fluctuations of the time.




The change to which we have adverted

in the politics of the Guelf party lasted only during the reign of Otho IV.

When the heir of the house of Swabia grew up to manhood, Innocent, who, though

his guardian, had taken little care of his interests, as long as he flattered

himself with the hope of finding a Guelf emperor obedient, placed the young

Frederic at the head of an opposition, composed of cities always attached to

his family, and of such as implicitly followed the see of Rome. He met with

considerable success both in Italy and Germany, and after the death of Otho,

received the imperial crown. But he had no longer to expect any assistance from

the pope who conferred it. Innocent was dead, and Honorius III., his successor,

could not behold without apprehension the vast power of Frederic, supported in

Lombardy by a faction which balanced that of the church, and menacing the

ecclesiastical territories on the other side, by the possession of Naples and

Sicily. This kingdom, feudatory to Rome, and long her firmest ally, was now, by

a fatal connection which she had not been able to prevent, thrown into the

scale of her most dangerous enemy. Hence the temporal dominion which Innocent

III. had taken so much pains to establish, became a very precarious possession,

exposed on each side to the attacks of a power that had legitimate pretensions

to almost every province composing it. The life of Frederic II. was wasted in

an unceasing contention with the church, and with his Italian subjects, whom

she excited to rebellions against him. Without inveighing, like the popish

writers, against this prince, certainly an encourager of letters, and endowed

with many eminent qualities, we may lay to his charge a good deal of

dissimulation; I will not add ambition, because I am not aware of any period in

the reign of Frederic, when he was not obliged to act on his defence against

the aggression of others. But if he had been a model of virtues, such men as

Honorius III., Gregory IX., and Innocent IV., the popes with whom he had successively

to contend, would not have given him respite, while he remained master of

Naples, as well as the empire.




It was the custom of every pope to

urge princes into a crusade, which the condition of Palestine rendered

indispensable, or, more properly, desperate. But this great piece of

supererogatory devotion had never yet been raised into an absolute duty of their

station, nor had even private persons been ever required to take up the cross

by compulsion. Honorius III., however, exacted a vow from Frederic, before he

conferred upon him the imperial crown, that he would undertake a crusade for

the deliverance of Jerusalem. Frederic submitted to this engagement, which

perhaps he never designed to keep, and certainly endeavored afterwards to

evade. Though he became by marriage nominal king of Jerusalem, his excellent

understanding was not captivated with so barren a prospect, and at length his

delays in the performance of his vow provoked Gregory IX. to issue against him

a sentence of excommunication. Such a thunderbolt was not to be lightly

regarded; and Frederic sailed, the next year, for Palestine. But having disdained

to solicit absolution for what he considered as no crime the court of Rome was

excited to still fiercer indignation against this profanation of a crusade by

an excommunicated sovereign. Upon his arrival in Palestine, he received

intelligence that the papal troops had broken into the kingdom of Naples. No

one could rationally have blamed Frederic, if he had quitted the Holy Land as

he found it; but he made a treaty with the Saracens, which, though by no means

so disadvantageous as under all the circumstances might have been expected,

served as a pretext for new calumnies against him in Europe. The charge of

irreligion, eagerly and successfully propagated, he repelled by persecuting

edicts against heresy, that do no great honor to his memory, and availed him

little at the time. Over his Neapolitan dominions he exercised a rigorous

government, rendered perhaps necessary by the levity and insubordination

characteristic of the inhabitants, but which tended, through the artful

representations of Honorius and Gregory, to alarm and alienate the Italian

republics.




A new generation had risen up in

Lombardy since the peace of Constance, and the prerogatives reserved by that

treaty to the empire were so seldom called into action, that few cities were

disposed to recollect their existence. They denominated themselves Guelfs or

Ghibelins, according to habit, and out of their mutual opposition, but without

much reference to the empire. Those however of the former party, and especially

Milan, retained their antipathy to the house of Swabia. Though Frederic II. was

entitled, as far as established usage can create a right, to the sovereignty of

Italy, the Milanese would never acknowledge him, nor permit his coronation at

Monza, according to ancient ceremony, with the iron. crown of the Lombard

kings. The pope fomented, to the utmost of his power, this disaffected spirit,

and encouraged the Lombard cities to renew their former league. This, although

conformable to a provision in the treaty of Constance, was manifestly hostile

to Frederic, and may be considered as the commencement of a second contest

between the republican cities of Lombardy and the empire. But there was a

striking difference between this and the former confederacy against Frederic

Barbarossa. In the league of 1167, almost every city, forgetting all smaller

animosities in the great cause of defending the national privileges,

contributed its share of exertion to sustain that perilous conflict; and this

transient unanimity in a people so distracted by internal faction as the

Lombards is the surest witness to the justice of their undertaking. Sixty years

afterwards, their war against the second Frederic had less of provocation and

less of public spirit. It was in fact a party struggle of Guelf and Ghibelin

cities, to which the names of the church and the empire gave more of dignity

and consistence.




The republics of Italy in the

thirteenth century were so numerous and independent, and their revolutions so

frequent, that it is a difficult matter to avoid confusion in following their

history. It will give more arrangement to our ideas, and at the same time

illustrate the changes that took place in these little states, if we consider

them as divided into four clusters or constellations, not indeed unconnected

one with another, yet each having its own centre of motion and its own

boundaries. The first of these we may suppose formed of the cities in central

Lombardy, between the Sessia and the Adige, the Alps and the Ligurian

mountains; it comprehends Milan, Cremona, Pavia, Brescia, Bergamo, Parma,

Piacenza, Mantua, Lodi, Alessandria, and several others less distinguished.

These were the original seats of Italian liberty, the great movers in the wars

of the elder Frederic. Milan was at the head of this cluster of cities, and her

influence gave an ascendency to the Guelf party; she had, since the treaty of

Constance, rendered Lodi and Pavia almost her subjects, and was in strict union

with Brescia and Piacenza. Parma, however, and Cremona, were unshaken defenders

of the empire. In the second class we may place the cities of the march of

Verona, between the Adige and the frontiers of Germany. Of these there were but

four worth mentioning: Verona, Vicenza, Padua and Treviso. The citizens of all

the four were inclined to the Guelf interests; but a powerful body of rural

nobility, who had never been compelled, like those upon the Upper Po, to quit

their fortresses in the hilly country, or reside within the walls, attached

themselves to the opposite denomination. Some of them obtained very great

authority in the civil feuds of these four republics; and especially two

brothers, Eccelin and Alberic da Romano, of a rich and distinguished family,

known for its devotion to the empire. By extraordinary vigor and decision of

character, by dissimulation and breach of oaths, by the intimidating effects of

almost unparalleled cruelty, Eccelin da Romano became after some years the

absolute master of three cities, Padua, Verona, and Vicenza; and the Guelf

party, in consequence, was entirely subverted beyond the Adige, during the

continuance of his tyranny. Another cluster was composed of the cities in

Romagna: Bologna, Imola, Faenza, Ferrara, and several others. Of these, Bologna

was far the most powerful, and, as no city was more steadily for the interests

of the church, the Guelfs usually predominated in this class; to which also the

influence of the house of Este not a little contributed. Modena, though not

geographically within the limits of this division, may be classed along with it

from her constant wars with Bologna. A fourth class will comprehend the whole

of Tuscany, separated almost entirely from the politics of Lombardy and

Romagna. Florence headed the Guelf cities in this province, Pisa the Ghibelin.

The Tuscan union was formed, as has been said above, by Innocent III., and was

strongly inclined to the popes; but gradually the Ghibelin party acquired its

share of influence; and the cities of Siena Arezzo, and Lucca shifted their

policy, according to external circumstances or the fluctuations of their

internal factions. The petty cities in the region of Spoleto and Ancona hardly

perhaps deserve the name of republics; and Genoa does not readily fall into any

of our four classes, unless her wars with Pisa may be thought to connect her

with Tuscany.




After several years of transient

hostility and precarious truce, the Guelf cities of Lombardy engaged in a

regular and protracted war with Frederic II., or more properly with their

Ghibelin adversaries. Few events of this contest deserve particular notice.

Neither party ever obtained such decisive advantages as had alternately

belonged to Frederic Barbarossa and the Lombard confederacy, during the war of

the preceding century. A defeat of the Milanese by the emperor, at Corte Nuova,

in 1237, was balanced by his unsuccessful siege at Brescia the next year. The

Pisans assisted Frederic to gain a great naval victory over the Genoese fleet,

in 1241; but he was obliged to rise from the blockade of Parma, which had left

the standard of Ghibelinism, in 1248. Ultimately, however, the strength of the

house of Swabia was exhausted by so tedious a struggle; the Ghibelins of Italy

had their vicissitudes of success; but their country, and even themselves, lost

more and more of the ancient connection with Germany.




In this resistance to Frederic II.

the Lombards were much indebted to the constant support of Gregory IX. and his

successor Innocent IV.; and the Guelf, or the church party, were used as

synonymous terms. These pontiffs bore an unquenchable hatred to the house of

Swabia. No concessions mitigated their animosity; no reconciliation was

sincere. Whatever faults may be imputed to Frederic, it is impossible for

anyone, not blindly devoted to the court of Rome, to deny that he was

iniquitously proscribed by her unprincipled ambition. His real crime was the

inheritance of his ancestors, and the name of the house of Swabia. In 1239 he

was excommunicated by Gregory IX. To this he was tolerably accustomed by former

experience, but the sentence was attended by an absolution of his subjects from

their allegiance, and a formal deposition. These sentences were not very

effective upon men of vigorous minds, or upon those whose passions were engaged

in their cause; but they influenced both those who feared the threatenings of

the clergy and those who wavered already as to their line of political conduct.

In the fluctuating state of Lombardy the excommunication of Frederic undermined

his interests even in cities like Parma, that had been friendly, and seemed to

identify the cause of his enemies with that of religion-a prejudice artfully

fomented by means of calumnies propagated against himself, and which the

conduct of such leading Ghibelins as Eccelin, who lived in an open defiance of

God and man, did not contribute to lessen. In 1240, Gregory proceeded to

publish a crusade against Frederic, as if he had been an open enemy to

religion; which he revenged by putting to death all the prisoners he made who

wore the cross. There was one thing wanting to make the expulsion of the emperor

from the Christian commonwealth more complete. Gregory IX. accordingly

projected, and Innocent IV carried into effect, the convocation of a general

council (1245). This was held at Lyons, an imperial city, but over which

Frederic could no longer retain his supremacy. In this assembly, where one

hundred. and forty prelates appeared, the question whether Frederic ought to be

deposed was solemnly discussed; he submitted to defend himself by his

advocates: and the pope in the presence, though without formally collecting the

suffrages of the council, pronounced a sentence, by which Frederic's

excommunication was renewed, the empire and all his kingdoms taken away, and

his subjects absolved from their fidelity. This is the most pompous act of

usurpation in all the records of the church of Rome; and the tacit approbation

of a general council seemed to incorporate the pretended right of deposing

kings, which might have passed as a mad vaunt of Gregory VII. and his

successors, with the established faith of Christendom.




Upon the death of Frederic II., in

1250, he left to his son Conrad a contest to maintain for every part of his

inheritance, as well as for the imperial crown. But the vigor of the house of

Swabia was gone; Conrad was reduced to fight for the kingdom of Naples, the

only succession which he could hope to secure against the troops of Innocent

IV., who still pursued his family with implacable hatred, and claimed that

kingdom as forfeited to its feudal superior, the Holy See. After Conrad's

premature death, which happened in 1254, the throne was filled by his

illegitimate brother Manfred, who retained it by his bravery and address, in

despite of the popes, till they were compelled to call in the assistance of a

more powerful arm.




The death of Conrad brings to a

termination that period in Italian history which we have described as nearly

coextensive with the greatness of the house of Swabia. It is perhaps upon the

whole the most honorable to Italy: that in which she displayed the most of

national energy and patriotism. A Florentine or Venetian may dwell with

pleasure upon later times, but a Lombard will cast back his eye across the

desert of centuries, till it reposes on the field of Legnano. Great changes

followed in the foreign and internal policy, in the moral and military

character of Italy. But before we descend to the next period, it will be

necessary to remark some material circumstances in that which has just passed

under our review.




The successful resistance of the

Lombard cities to such princes as both the Frederics must astonish a reader who

brings to the story of these Middle Ages notions derived from modern times. But

when we consider not only the ineffectual control which could be exerted over a

feudal army, bound only to a short term of service, and reluctantly kept in the

field at its own cost, but the peculiar distrust and disaffection with which

many German princes regarded the house of Swabia, less reason will appear for surprise.

Nor did the kingdom of Naples, almost always in agitation, yield any material

aid to the second Frederic. The main cause, however, of that triumph which

attended Lombardy was the intrinsic energy of a free government. From the

eleventh century, when the cities became virtually republican, they put out

those vigorous shoots which are the growth of freedom alone. Their domestic

feuds, their mutual wars, the fierce assaults of their national enemies,

checked not their strength, their wealth, or their population; but rather as

the limbs are nerved by labor and hardship, the republics of Italy grew in

vigor and courage through the conflicts they sustained. If we but remember what

savage license prevailed during the ages that preceded their rise, the rapine

of public robbers, or of feudal nobles little differing from robbers, the

contempt of industrious arts, the inadequacy of penal laws and the

impossibility of carrying them into effect, we shall form some notion of the

change which was wrought in the condition of Italy by the growth of its cities.

In comparison with the blessings of industry protected, injustice controlled,

emulation awakened, the disorders which ruffled their surface appear slight and

momentary. I speak only of this first stage of their independence, and chiefly

of the twelfth century, before those civil dissensions had reached their

height, by which the glory and prosperity of Lombardy were soon to be

subverted.




We have few authentic testimonies as

to the domestic improvement of the free Italian cities, while they still

deserve the name. But we may perceive by history that their power and

population, according to their extent of territory, were almost incredible. In

Galvaneus Flamma, a Milanese writer, we find a curious statistical account of

that city in 1288, which, though of a date about thirty years after its

liberties had been overthrown by usurpation, must be considered as implying a

high degree of previous advancement, even if we make allowance, as probably we

should, for some exaggeration. The inhabitants are reckoned at 200,000; the

private houses 13,000; the nobility alone dwelt in sixty streets; 8,000

gentlemen or heavy cavalry (milites) might be mustered from the city and its

district, and 240,000 men capable of arms: a force sufficient, the writer

observes, to crush all the Saracens. There were in Milan six hundred notaries,

two hundred physicians, eighty school-masters, and fifty transcribers of manuscripts.

In the district were one hundred and fifty castles with adjoining villages.

Such was the state of Milan, Flamma concludes, in 1288; it is not for me to say

whether it has gained or lost ground since that time. At this period the

territory of Milan was not perhaps more extensive than the county of Surrey; it

was bounded at a little distance, on almost every side, by Lodi, or Pavia, or

Bergamo, or Como. It is possible, however, that Flamma may have meant to

include some of these as dependencies of Milan, though. not strictly united

with it. How flourishing must the state of cultivation have been in such a

country, which not only drew no supplies from any foreign land, but exported

part of her own produce! It was in the best age of their liberties, immediately

after the battle of Legnano, that the Milanese commenced the great canal which

conducts the waters of the Tesino to their capital, a work very extraordinary

for that time. During the same period the cities. gave proofs of internal

prosperity that in many instances have descended to our own observation in the

solidity and magnificence of their architecture. Ecclesiastical structures were

perhaps more splendid in France and England; but neither country could pretend

to match the palaces and public buildings, the streets flagged with stone, the

bridges of the same material, or the commodious private houses of Italy.
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