

[image: ]








[image: alt]
















Michael Wynne


The Priory









[image: ]




























For Johanna Wynne























Acknowledgements





I would like to thank Debra Oswald, Paul Keating,


Michael McCoy, April De Angelis, Jeremy Herrin,


Dominic Cooke and Ruth Little


for their invaluable help with this play.




 





Michael



















Characters







Kate


Daniel


Ben


Laura


Carl


Rebecca


Adam






















THE PRIORY



























Act One
























SCENE ONE








Mid-afternoon in the large living room of an isolated country house.


An impressive place, very stylishly decorated with a mixture of modern and traditional furniture. Lots of wood panelling everywhere. A big heavy door on the back wall, up a couple of steps. Windows either side. Trees can be seen through the windows. Two doorways on the right side, one to the kitchen, the other to the bedrooms. A doorway on the other side leads to a bathroom, library and other rooms. A large fireplace on the left with sofas and coffee table in front of it. A dining table on the right. A cabinet with bottles and glasses on it. A bookcase filled with books and retro board games.


The room has a slightly religious air with a couple of small stained-glass windows and a church-like ceiling. A large stag’s head dominates one wall.


Kate sits on the sofa reading a book from the bookshelf. A cup of tea and half-read newspapers next to her. She is dressed casually. She takes a sip of tea and turns the page of her book. She looks very relaxed. She looks sharply across the room as she thinks she hears a floorboard creak. She looks around, waiting for another noise, but nothing comes. She seems quite distracted. She goes back to her book.


A hooded face appears at the left-hand window and peers through. It’s not clear enough to make out who it is. Then quickly disappears out of sight.


There’s a knock on the knocker at the door. Kate’s slightly startled. She gets up excitedly to answer it.




Kate   Thank God. 




She opens the big heavy door wide open. There’s no one there.





Hello?




Kate steps out and looks right and left. There’s no one to be seen.





Is this one of you messing about?




No answer.





Oh, don’t do this. Lou? Mini?




She looks again either side. She’s quite unnerved now.





Daniel, is this you?




Kate looks at the door knocker. She lifts it up and lets it fall. It’s quite loose. She convinces herself it must have been the wind. She shuts the door and locks it. And bolts it.


She comes down the steps and takes in the rest of the room. She goes back to the sofa and picks up her book but immediately puts it back down on the coffee table. She’s rattled and not sure what to do. She heads over to have a look in the kitchen but decides to go off towards the bedrooms.


A Man in a black hood peeps round the kitchen door. He sees that no one’s about and comes into the living room. He creeps about, trying not to make any noise. He takes in the room, looking around. He picks up Kate’s book and moves it to the dining table. As he does he bangs his shin on the coffee table and he lets out a scream.





Man   Ow!




He covers his mouth, though it’s too late as he’s already made a noise. He’s not sure what to do. He runs off through the doorway leading to the library. 


Kate comes back into the living room to see where the noise came from. She’s breathing fast and becoming more anxious.





Kate   Hello? Is there someone … I know it’s one of you lot. This isn’t funny now.




No answer. She takes out her mobile phone and looks at it. There’s no signal. She holds it up around the room trying to get a signal but has no luck. She passes the coffee table and sees that her book is gone.





Oh no.




She then notices it on the dining table.





Oh no.




She looks back to where she left it.





Please no.




She tries to convince herself that she moved it, half reenacting a mime of how she moved it on the way out.





That’s it.




But she’s really not convinced. She picks the book up, holding it tight so it can’t be moved again. She goes off to the kitchen, quite determined.


The Man comes back into the room. He sees that the book has gone. He’s not sure what to do. He’s now getting unnerved himself as there’s no one about. He moves to go back into the kitchen but changes his mind and goes off towards the bedrooms.


Kate comes back on quickly, armed with a large, heavy fire poker.





Come on then.




She looks round at all the possible doors and out through the windows but there’s no one about. She stands strong in the middle of the room with her weapon ready for whatever’s going to happen. It’s all too much. She goes off through the doorway leading to the library.


The Man just misses Kate as he comes back in quickly from the bedrooms. He looks around, getting more frustrated and unnerved.





Man   Where …?




He goes off to look for Kate in the kitchen.


The room stays empty for a moment. Pause.


Kate and the Man both come back on at exactly the same time and both clock each other. They both let out a loud scream. Kate’s brandishing her weapon.


But then she realises it’s Daniel.





Kate   What the fuck are you doing?


Daniel   What the fuck are you doing?


Kate   Creeping round here, scaring the shit out of me.


Daniel   What are you doing stalking the house with a big metal poker?


Kate   How was I meant to know who it was?


Daniel   I was just messing about. Who else was it going to be?


Kate   It could have been anyone. We’re in the middle of bloody nowhere. Anyone could just walk up here and no one would know.


Daniel Are you a bit on edge?


Kate   (manic) No, not at all. I’m absolutely fine. (Slightly calmer but still fraught.) Well, maybe a bit on edge. It’s this place. I’ve only been here five hours and I’ve never been so terrified in my whole life. We’re nowhere near anyone else. In the middle of a wood. There’s no noise whatsoever. Which you’d think would be nice, that’s just what I wanted. Get away, peace and quiet. But my brain’s in overdrive that there’s some escaped lunatic on the loose and he breaks in and nobody knows. And you all turn up and find me hung, drawn and quartered.


Daniel   Nice.


Kate   And every now and again there’s a creak or a rumble or a branch tapping at the window. Who lets their trees grow so they can tap on the window like some long pointy finger? Why would you do that? Or some other sound from the house that you can’t quite put your finger on. It’s absolutely terrifying. And then there’ll just be deathly silence. Which is so loud I can’t hear anything else. If you know what I mean. I like big cities, where there’s continual noise. Where you can hear your neighbour farting in the bath or snoring through the wall next door. So you aren’t left with your own crazy thoughts. I complain about all the continual noise but I’m really missing it. I’ll be fine now you’re here.


Daniel   And what were you going to do with that?


Kate   I don’t know. I just thought, I have to protect myself.


Daniel   Do you want to put it down now?


Kate   Oh yeah. (She puts the poker down.) And we’re cut off from everything up here. There’s no phone, you can’t get a signal …




Daniel takes out his mobile phone and looks at it.





Daniel   There must be.




He walks round the room trying to get a signal.





Kate   I’ve tried every room, I couldn’t get anything.


Daniel   I take it there’s no broadband? 


Kate   What do you reckon? Have you brought your laptop?


Daniel   I just might need to check emails and stuff.


Kate  You’re on holiday. It’s New Year, no one will be working now. The whole idea of this is to get away from everything.


Daniel   I know, I know. (He looks around.) There’s no telly is there?


Kate   No.


Daniel   Of course there isn’t. It’s great. It’s going to be great. Let’s have a drink?




Daniel surreptitiously continues to move round the room looking for a signal as they talk.





Kate   I’ll put the kettle on.


Daniel   I’ve just sat on one of those trains that stops at every station in the country. I need a drink.


Kate   I wasn’t going to drink.


Daniel   It’s New Year’s Eve. You’re having a party.


Kate   It’s not really a party.


Daniel   (sarcastic) This is going to be fun.


Kate   I don’t want to start the New Year with a hangover.




Daniel’s still looking for a signal.





Will you stop looking? You’re not going to find a signal.




Daniel puts his phone in his pocket.





I suppose a drink or two won’t do us any harm. Gin and tonic?


Daniel   Perfect.




Kate starts making the drinks. She gets out two tumblers.





Kate   How did you get in?


Daniel   The kitchen door was unlocked.


Kate   It wasn’t?


Daniel   That’s what people do in the countryside. You don’t need to lock your doors round here.


Kate   Ice and tonic. I think we should.




She goes off to the kitchen. Daniel looks round the room.





Daniel   If you insist. We should have come together.


Kate   (off) I wanted to get everything ready.


Daniel   And pick the best room.


Kate   (off) No. Not really.




She comes back on with tonic and an ice bucket.





I’ve locked it, just to be safe. I’ve made this into the bar here.




Kate goes over to a sideboard which has bottles and glasses laid out. She makes two gin and tonics.





I have decided where everyone is going to go. I’ve put little name tags on each door. You’ve got a really nice four-poster in the medieval porch bedroom.


Daniel   I do like a medieval porch. I love that it’s called The Priory. It’s like our own little rehab.


Kate   The monks all lived in this bit. You can see the remains of the chapel next door.


Daniel   To think this place used to be full of mad monks all walking round in silence with big black cloaks on. I’m not surprised you were shitting yourself.





Kate   I’m fine now.


Daniel   So is this going to be like a spiritual retreat?


Kate   Yeah, we’re going to be the monks. It’ll be a time of peace, quiet and contemplation. I might even do some yoga.




Kate’s finished making the drinks. She hands Daniel his drink.





Daniel   Maybe a few drinks first.


Kate   Cheers.


Daniel   Cheers.




They clink glasses and drink.





Kate   That’s better. I’m glad you’re here, I can relax.


Daniel   I was expecting some fusty old house. It’s really fancy.


Kate   It’s run by this couple who used to do club nights years ago. They’ve got a few houses dotted about. It’s big business.


Daniel   Is it going to work out really expensive?


Kate   No, Matthew had already paid half as a deposit.


Daniel   That’s one good thing he did.


Kate   We’ll just sort out the rest. It so knows who it’s aimed at. We could have had a chef cook for us. But I know that’s your department. You tell them what drink you want and they fill up the fridge. I’m sure they’d sort out drugs if you asked.


Daniel   D’you reckon?


Kate   You know it’s not going to be that sort of thing.


Daniel    I know, I know.


Kate   There’s a pool table, board games, there’s even a dressing-up box. I might not tell anyone about that.




Kate sits down on the sofa. Daniel strolls round the room as they talk.





There’s loads of food and drink. Got the lamb and everything you asked for for dinner. There’s tons of books, guide books, walks we can do. There’s a seal sanctuary nearby somewhere.


Daniel   A really calm New Year, no pressure.


Kate   A few friends. People we like. No craziness. The days of a big blowout are over. I normally hate New Year. All that fuss and hysteria for one moment.


Daniel   I like it. You can look back at the year and –


Kate   Wish it never happened?


Daniel    Or look forward to the new one with a fresh start.


Kate   I’ve got a really good feeling about next year. It’s all going to come together. It can’t be worse than this year. Have you recovered from Christmas?


Daniel   Only just. That’s the last time I go home for a family Christmas. So dysfunctional. We all can’t stand each other but pretend we want to be there. Never again. Next year we should do something. I don’t know how you ended up on your own.


Kate   It was fine.


Daniel   No one should be alone at Christmas.


Kate   I had a nice time. Just did what I wanted to do. It was only when I was watching a film on Christmas Day and there was a little message along the bottom of the screen saying, ‘Are you alone? Depressed? If you are call …’ Well, I wasn’t, but I am now. Had a little cry. Well, quite a big one. Even looking at myself crying in the mirror, getting off on the drama of it all. Then I just drank red wine and ate cheese. So much cheese you wouldn’t believe it. Took a sleeping tablet, went to bed. All good. Christmas over.


Daniel   I think I might go away next year. Somewhere really hot with no families. (He finds the guest book on the side and flicks through.) Here’s the guest book.


Kate   I went to church on Christmas Day.


Daniel   What?


Kate   I went for a walk and I passed this church, thought I’d go in and light a candle for my mum.


Daniel   Ah.


Kate   There was a service going on, so I stayed. And I really enjoyed it. Sitting in this beautiful building, listening to a few good stories. Singing carols at the top of my voice. I could remember all the words. There was a real sense of community, they all knew each other. All coming together for something, and it’s not about shopping or money or getting drunk.


Daniel   Get you.


Kate   Just to take some time and try and think good thoughts. I felt so happy. For a moment.


Daniel   You’re not going to get all religious, are you?


Kate   I think religion could be the answer. Apparently people who have a faith are a lot happier.


Daniel   Are you going to find God?


Kate   I don’t know. I like the idea of having a faith, something else. The whole believing in God part is a bit of a sticking point. But I’m sure I can work round that.


Daniel   Oh look. (He reads.) ‘We think we saw a ghost of a monk tonight. There was a black hooded figure in the kitchen. We all hid … ’


Kate   It doesn’t say that.


Daniel   Look.




Kate reads. She closes the book and puts it away.





Kate   It’ll be someone messing about. It’s not real.


Daniel   Is everyone else on their way?


Kate   I hope so. I said any time after three. Lou and Mini should be here soon.


Daniel   I thought it wasn’t going to be ‘that sort of thing’.


Kate   They’re really calming down now and I think they might be serious this time. Lou’s not meant to drink since her liver failure.


Daniel   Believe it when I see it. I bumped into Mini at the end of the summer. She’d just come back from Ibiza where she didn’t go to bed for five days. I don’t know how she does it. All that partying and still managing to run Children’s BBC.


Kate   I’ve told them what this’ll be like and they’re up for a quiet one.


Daniel   We’re not going to spend the whole time talking about when we used to take drugs and have fun, pretending that we’re much happier now we’re not doing any of that stuff.


Kate   No, no.


Daniel   And Carl is coming? On his own?


Kate   Oh God, yeah. Rebecca won’t want to leave the kids. And I couldn’t be in the same house as her for a weekend.


Daniel   She doesn’t mind him coming here?


Kate   I think she’s doing something with her mother and she knows he can’t stand her.


Daniel   I saw her with the kids the other Sunday morning on Columbia Road. And she introduced me as ‘Uncle Daniel’. I said, ‘I’m not their uncle,’ but she said, ‘The children have lots of gay uncles.’ She has to make some reference to my sexuality every time she sees me.


Kate   Stupid cow.


Daniel   I’m a real uncle to my brother’s kids. I don’t need to be some funny gay uncle to those two charmless little blonde things. Have you seen their kids lately? They just stood there and stared at me like the Midwich Cuckoos. Then the oldest one said, ‘Mummy’s won a Bafta.’ And then said, ‘Have you won any awards?’ She’s four. Don’t even get me started on their names.


Kate   And Ben’s coming.


Daniel   Benjamin?




Daniel joins Kate on the sofa.





Kate   Yeah, I bumped into him and it was really great to see him. I think he’s changed. He seemed much humbler.


Daniel   Everything wasn’t ‘fantastic’ and ‘amazing’?


Kate   No. There was some light and shade, some colour, for the first time in years. He’s single …


Daniel   Never.


Kate   He said he’s found it really hard but he now thinks it’s the best thing that ever happened to him.


Daniel   Of course he does.


Kate   We had such a lovely chat, was like the Ben we first knew was back.


Daniel   He is a laugh. All the old gang back together.


Kate   He texted this morning to say he’s definitely coming and could he bring a friend.


Daniel   You don’t mind?


Kate   I’m really easy. People can come and go, do whatever they want. It’s such a big house.


Daniel   I’d be quite happy to just have the place to ourselves.


Kate   It’s great, isn’t it?




Two figures walk past the window.





Daniel   (slightly surprised) There’s someone outside.


Kate   Don’t say it like that.




There’s a knock at the door. Kate jumps slightly.





It’ll be Lou and Mini.




She jumps up and opens the door. She sees it’s Ben.





Oh Ben, come on in. So glad you could make it.




Ben steps inside with Laura. They are both dressed very stylishly, in the latest designer clothes. They look like the perfect couple.





Ben   Wow. What an amazing place.


Laura   Amazing.


Ben   I love it.


Laura   So do I.


Ben   Hiya. You look great. Thanks for asking us.




He gives Kate a kiss. Daniel joins them.





(To Daniel.) Hello, you.


Daniel   Benjamin. Good to see you. It’s been ages.




They give each other a hug.





Ben   This is Laura.


Laura   Don’t tell me. Kate. And Daniel?


Kate   Yeah.


Daniel   Yeah.




Laura kisses Kate enthusiastically.





Laura   Hello.


Kate   Hiya.




Laura kisses Daniel.





Laura   Hello.


Daniel   Hi.


Laura   It’s great to meet you. I’ve heard so much about you.


Kate   Have you now?


Laura   Ben’s told me everything.


Ben   Not quite.




Ben goes outside to get the bags.





Laura   I just know we’re going to have a great time together.


Kate   Oh right. Good.




Ben brings in three heavy bags from outside.





Whose are these?


Ben   Not mine.


Laura   Just a couple of things.


Ben   (going back out) Just get mine.


Kate   How long are you planning on staying?


Laura   I didn’t know what to bring and I thought I should have a few looks.




Ben brings in a tiny holdall.





Ah, cute little baby bag.




Ben closes the door behind him.





Ben   This place is amazing.


Laura   Amazing. This is what grown-up people do.


Ben   The way they’ve converted it. Done such a great job.


Laura   It’s a bit spooky, coming through those woods.


Kate   Please don’t say it’s spooky.


Daniel   She’s a bit oversensitive about that. It’s haunted by a mad monk.


Kate   No, it’s not.


Laura   If I get scared will you look after me, baby?


Ben   Of course, baby.


Laura   You promise?


Ben   I promise.


Laura   Cross your heart and hope to die?


Ben   I cross my heart and hope –


Kate   I think he’ll be there for you.


Ben   How much do you think a place like this’d be worth?


Kate   I hadn’t thought about that.


Laura   You’d be talking … a lot of money. A lot.


Kate   I’ll show you your room.


Daniel   Don’t you want a drink? We’re on gin and tonics.


Ben   That’d be great.


Kate   Oh, okay. Laura?


Laura   Have you got any Ribena?


Kate   I don’t think so. Cranberry juice?


Laura   Perfect.




Kate goes off to the kitchen.





Ben   We’ve got some exciting news.


Laura   Are you going to tell them?


Ben   I thought you said we were.


Laura   We did. I’m just too excited.


Ben   So am I.


Laura   I can’t say it.


Ben   Neither can I.




Kate comes back in with a cranberry juice.





Daniel   Please put us out of our misery.


Ben   We’re engaged.


Laura   To be married.


Daniel   Oh.


Kate   What?


Ben   Isn’t it great?


Daniel   Yeah, it’s … really great.


Ben   We could have our wedding here.


Laura   It’d be perfect. But what about that castle I’ve got my heart set on?


Ben   Oh yeah, it’s got to be the castle.


Daniel   So have you and …


Kate   Laura.


Daniel   Laura known each other long? I didn’t even think you were going out with anyone.


Ben   I wasn’t.


Laura   He wasn’t.


Ben   Till yesterday.


Laura   We met at a party yesterday. The most amazing party.


Ben   And just clicked. We’ve been inseparable ever since.


Laura   I can’t leave his side. I never want to be apart from him.


Daniel   You met yesterday and now you’re getting married? Wow.


Ben   You know when you meet someone and it just clicks?


Laura   You know from that minute you’re going to spend the rest of your lives together?


Daniel   No, not really.


Kate   You’re asking the wrong people.




Kate has made the drinks. She hands them over.





Laura   Oh, thank you. I was sorry to hear about you and your boyfriend splitting up.


Kate   Oh it’s fine. Seems ages ago now.


Laura   But it takes a long time to get over something like that …


Kate   I suppose it can do …


Laura   I was dumped once. It nearly destroyed me. Took to my bed and that was it. I thought I’ll never find anyone else, but I did. And you know what, you will too. You’ll find someone.


Kate   D’you think so?


Laura   I know so.


Kate   Oh well, fingers crossed.


Laura   You’ve got to get back out there. You’re not getting any younger and all the good men get snapped up.


Kate   …


Laura   What moisturiser do you use?


Kate   I just …


Laura   Your pores are quite open, bit greasy. I’ll give you a facial while we’re here.


Kate   Oh, thanks.


Ben   That’s so sweet of you. Laura works at the beauty spa at Harvey Nicks.


Laura   (to Daniel) And I just know us two are going to get along brilliantly.


Daniel   Yeah?


Ben   She couldn’t wait to meet you.


Laura   Ben had told me about you. That you were gay. The gay one. But I knew, when I saw you. I knew. I can tell. I can always tell. And as soon as you opened your mouth I knew for sure.


Daniel   Right.


Laura   I love the gays. Well gay men. Not so much lesbians, they’re a bit scary for me. If there’s a party, I’ll find the gays and I’ll be in the corner having a laugh with them all night. They’re a scream. They’re always gorgeous, really trendy and the best dancers. And they’re so rude. Always talking about sex and what you get up to. I was in this gay club the other week. I go to gay clubs on my own sometimes ’cause I just know I’ll make a million friends and have a great time. Anyway, I’d lost my new friend, Jason, this gorgeous Australian hairdresser. Didn’t know where he’d gone. Then he reappears and I’m like, ‘Where’ve you been?’ And he’s like, ‘I’ve just been sucking someone off in the toilet.’ And then he’s straight back on the dance floor. He didn’t even know his name. All he knew was that he was Jewish. I sometimes wish I was gay. A gay man. Not that I’d be sucking off Jews in the toilets. It’s not my sort of thing. I’m not good in cramped spaces and I’ve got a terrible gag reflex. I bet you love being gay, don’t you?


Daniel   Oh yeah, love it. Can’t get enough of it. It’s one of things I’m best at, being gay.


Laura   You’re hilarious.


Kate   So …


Laura   When Ben said we were coming here one of the first things I asked was, ‘Are there going to be any gays there?’ Thank God there is. Not that I don’t mind everyone else. It’s just it’s not a party without a gay or two. (To Ben.) I love your friends.


Ben   Isn’t she wonderful?


Kate   Yeah, great. Let me show you where you are.


Ben   We’ll find it. We’ll explore.


Kate   I’ve put a little label on the door. Second on the left.


Laura   This is so exciting.




Ben picks up all the bags.


Laura heads through the upper left doorway.





(Off.) It is a bit spooky. Come and hold my hand, baby.


Ben   Coming, baby. You don’t mind me bringing Laura, do you?


Kate   No. No. No. The more the merrier. It’s cool.


Ben   She’s the most incredible woman I’ve ever met. So positive. I know we’re going to be really happy together.




Laura comes back out.





Laura   It’s too scary down there.


Ben   Don’t worry, I’m here now.




They both go off towards the bedrooms.


Daniel looks towards Kate.





Kate   Don’t.


Daniel   (sarcastic) Ben’s really changed, hasn’t he?


Kate   I must have caught him on an off day. It’s fine, it’s a big house. She’s harmless enough. And when everyone else is here their constant pawing at each other won’t bother me.


Daniel   Is it just we’re too cynical and can’t handle seeing other people happy?




Kate thinks for a second. Laura screams with laughter down the corridor.





Kate    Probably, yeah. You’ve got a friend for life there in Laura.


Daniel   Let’s look at this kitchen.




Daniel heads off to the kitchen. Kate looks in a mirror.





Kate   Do I look really that rough?







Kate is left alone. She starts to make herself another drink.


A knock at the door. Kate is startled slightly.


She opens the door. Carl is standing there.





Oh, it’s you.


Carl   Oh sorry. Shall I go?


Kate   No, no. I thought you’d be someone else. Come in, come in.




Carl steps inside. He’s carrying a box of champagne in his hands with a bag over his shoulder. She gives him a big hug and kiss.





How was it getting away? Was it a nightmare? I’m so glad you’re here.


Carl    I’ve got a surprise.


Kate   What?




Rebecca steps into view. She’s got a bag and a box of food.





Rebecca   Surprise!


Kate   Rebecca. You’re here.


Rebecca   I’m here.




Rebecca comes inside, putting down the box and bag.





Kate    It’s so good to see you.




She gives Rebecca a hug and a kiss.





Rebecca   You too.


Kate    Oh my God. Rebecca’s here.


Carl   I know.


Kate   What a lovely surprise.


Rebecca   You don’t know how much we need this. I’ve baked a chocolate cake and some muffins. Gorgeous muffins, you’ll love them.


Kate   Oh, thanks.




Carl takes in the room.





Carl   Now look at this. It’s like Westminster Abbey.


Kate   (to Rebecca) I thought you’d be looking after the kids.


Rebecca   My mum said she’d babysit and I thought why not.


Carl   The Ice Maiden’s never offered before.


Rebecca   This’ll be the first proper night I’ve been away from them.


Kate   They’ll be fine.


Rebecca   I’m more worried about her than them. I’ll just give her a call, check she’s okay.




Rebecca takes her mobile phone out.





Kate   There’s no reception in here.


Rebecca   You’re joking? What if something happens and my mum needs to contact me?


Carl   The whole point of you coming was to get a break and your mum knows what she’s doing, sort of.


Rebecca   And anyway, I don’t want to be one of those boring people who just talks about their kids all the time. That’s the last thing I’m going to say about them. So, where’s the drink? Where’s the drugs?


Kate   Well …


Rebecca    I imagine these places are hard to get. Carl was telling me you and Matthew had booked it.


Carl    Did you have to say that?


Rebecca   It’s not a secret, is it?


Kate   Oh yeah. We booked it in the spring. Thought it’d be a nice way to end off the year. Little did I know.


Rebecca    And you were going to come here with all his friends?


Kate   I could have cancelled, it’s not the sort of thing I’d naturally do but … I thought, I’ll spend it with my friends instead. Catch up.


Carl   (he finds the pile of board games) Buckaroo, Ker-Plunk, Guess Who … This is great.


Rebecca   How are you?


Kate   Fine, fine. Did you find it alright?


Carl   We got a bit lost. She kept turning off …


Rebecca    She? Who’s she?


Carl   Rebecca kept turning off the satnav.


Rebecca   It was a fuckin’ nightmare. The voice was doing my head in. It sent us all over the place. Through streams and everything.


Carl   That was because you kept turning it off. It was losing its bearings.


Rebecca   ‘Turn around. Turn around.’ We could have just used a map but Carl has to use one of his toys.


Carl   You could have just slept. I don’t know why you had to stay awake to irritate me.


Rebecca   Piss off.


Carl   You piss off.




Daniel comes through with his phone in his hand.





Daniel   I nearly got a signal in there, but then it went. (He sees Carl.) Hey, Carl.


Carl    Alright, mate, how you doing?




They give each other a hug.





Daniel   I’m good, thanks.




Daniel sees Rebecca.





Oh my God, Rebecca.


Rebecca    Daniel.


Daniel   What a surprise.


Kate   Isn’t it?


Daniel    Hiya.




They kiss.





Rebecca   God, the last time I saw Daniel was on Columbia Road early one Sunday morning. I’d been up since six with the kids and he hasn’t been to bed yet, on his way home from a sex club.


Daniel   I hadn’t been to a sex club. I’ve never been to a sex club.


Rebecca   You know what I mean. It’s just funny, there’s me with my boring children and you’re still doing all that. Out there having fun.


Daniel   That was the only time I’d been out all night all year.


Rebecca   Okay, I’m not your mother.


Carl   I need a drink. Where shall we start?


Kate   What would you like from the bar?


Carl   Whisky and Coke.


Rebecca   Vodka tonic for me please.




Kate makes the drinks. Rebecca looks round.


An awkward pause.





Carl   So … how was your Christmas?


Daniel   Good. Good, yeah.


Rebecca   Ours was really great. It was the first year the kids knew what was going on, well mainly Clemmie. I think Archie will appreciate it next year. We decorated the house top to bottom, lights, tree, the lot. It was beautiful. Felt really magical. Tell them about Clemmie on Christmas Eve?


Carl   They won’t want to hear about this.


Daniel   No, go on.


Carl   She got into a right state about what food to leave out. So we spent most of Christmas Eve making, from scratch, a vegetable curry for Father Christmas and a mango fruit smoothie for Rud …
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