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In "The Australian Explorers: Their Labours, Perils, and Achievements," George Grimm presents a meticulously crafted narrative that chronicles the treacherous and exhilarating journeys of Australia'Äôs pioneers. With a literary style that blends vivid storytelling with rigorous historical documentation, Grimm provides readers with a rich tapestry of adventure, hardship, and triumph. Set against the backdrop of the 19th-century Australian landscape, the book examines not only the explorers' personal quests but also the broader socio-political implications of their discoveries, deftly placing their endeavors within the context of colonial expansion and the impact on Indigenous populations. George Grimm, an eminent historian and an avid researcher of Australian history, draws upon his own extensive travels and deep-rooted fascination with exploration to inform this work. His scholarly background and commitment to uncovering forgotten narratives lend authenticity and depth to the book, reflecting a lifetime spent studying the complexities of Australia'Äôs past. Grimm'Äôs passion for the subject matter shines through, as he presents not just facts, but the human experiences behind them, making history palpably alive for readers. This compelling volume serves as a vital resource for anyone interested in the intricate history of Australia'Äôs exploration. It invites readers to step into the shoes of daring adventurers and understand the myriad challenges they faced. Not merely an academic treatise, "The Australian Explorers" is a captivating journey that will resonate with history enthusiasts, scholars, and casual readers alike.
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In "A Continuation of a Voyage to New Holland, Etc. in the Year 1699," William Dampier chronicles his remarkable exploration of Australia and its surrounding territories. This work is a vivid tapestry of adventure and empirical observation, blending travel narratives with rich descriptions of the geography, flora, and fauna encountered during his voyages. Written in an engaging yet formal style typical of late 17th-century literature, Dampier's account serves not only as a travelogue but also as an early scientific contribution, detailing the natural history and indigenous cultures he encountered. His keen observations and thoughtful reflections place this work within the broader context of the Age of Discovery, showcasing the interplay between exploration and the burgeoning interest in natural philosophy at the time. William Dampier was not only an astute navigator and explorer but also an accomplished naturalist and writer, whose unique background as a buccaneer shaped his perspectives on the untamed environments he faced. His travels, coupled with his diverse experiences at sea, cultivated a profound appreciation for the natural world. This book reflects his desire to document and articulate the unknown, driven by his spirit of inquiry and the challenges he faced as an early explorer of the Southern Hemisphere. For readers fascinated by maritime exploration and the early encounters with Australia, Dampier's work is essential. It offers a nuanced view of the land and its people, revealing the complexities of human-nature relationships in this formative period of global exploration. Scholars, enthusiasts of travel literature, and history buffs alike will find invaluable insights and captivating narratives within these pages. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Major Warburton's Explorations in 1866," Peter Egerton Warburton offers an intricate account of his pioneering journey across the arid landscapes of central Australia. This work is characterized by its detailed observational prose and meticulous descriptions of the topography, vegetation, and indigenous cultures encountered during his arduous expedition. Warburton's literary style is imbued with a sense of empirical curiosity, reflecting the prevailing Victorian fascination with exploration and the scientific understanding of uncharted territories. The book not only serves as an exploration narrative but also situates itself within the broader context of colonialism, highlighting the interplay between exploration and indigenous displacement. Peter Egerton Warburton, a seasoned surveyor and explorer, was profoundly influenced by the socio-political climate of 19th-century Australia, marked by waves of exploration and colonization. His extensive background in surveying and land assessment equipped him with the skills necessary for navigating the treacherous terrain and understanding ecological systems, ultimately culminating in this landmark work. Warburton's endeavors reflect a personal commitment to expand geographical knowledge while grappling with the moral complexities of colonial expansion. This compelling volume is highly recommended for both scholars of Australian history and enthusiasts of exploration narratives. Warburton's insights provide essential context for understanding the challenges faced by early explorers and their lasting impact on Australia's historical landscape. Delve into this engaging exploration to appreciate the interplay of adventure, colonialism, and natural history. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Explorations in Australia," John McDouall Stuart documents his remarkable journeys through the uncharted terrains of the Australian interior during the mid-19th century. Combining meticulous observations with an engaging narrative style, Stuart's work is a foundational text in the tradition of Australian exploration literature. The book provides both a vivid account of the landscape and a critical appreciation of the challenges faced by early explorers, including interactions with Indigenous peoples and the harsh realities of the environment. Stuart's writing reflects a blend of empirical observation and romanticized adventure, emphasizing the duality of discovery and survival in the face of adversity. John McDouall Stuart, a Scottish-born explorer, was deeply influenced by his early experiences in Australia and his encounters with the vast wilderness. His relentless pursuit of knowledge and determination to map the interior regions were fueled by a desire to connect southern Australia with northern settlements. As one of the key figures in the era of exploration, Stuart's work enriches our understanding of 19th-century colonial ambitions and the complexities of cultural encounters in Australia. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in the history of exploration, as well as those who seek to understand the intricate relationship between people and the land. It invites readers to reflect on their own perceptions of wilderness and civilization while appreciating Stuart's crucial contributions to the mapping of Australia.
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In "A Narrative of the Expedition to Botany-Bay," Watkin Tench presents a compelling first-hand account of the First Fleet's journey to Australia, combining meticulous observation with a narrative style that is both engaging and reflective. Tench's work delves into the experiences of convicts and officers alike, juxtaposing the harsh realities of life during the 18th century with the burgeoning potential of the New South Wales settlement. His prose not only captures the rich landscapes and indigenous cultures but also reflects the broader themes of exploration, colonization, and human resilience in the face of adversity, situating the narrative within the context of European colonial expansion and Enlightenment thinking. Tench, a marine officer and historian, brought his keen sense of observation and empathy to his writing, likely influenced by his own background and experiences in the British military. His varied life, spanning from England's naval service to the Australian frontier, afforded him a unique perspective on both the settlers and the indigenous populations. This duality in Tench'Äôs viewpoint enriches the text, allowing readers to grasp the complexities of early Australian society, shaped by both its convicts and its native peoples. This essential reading is not merely a historical account but an exploration of the human condition during a transformative period. It appeals to historians, scholars, and general readers alike, offering insights into Australia's early colonial legacy. Tench's narrative remains a foundational document for understanding the complexities of colonial encounters, making it a must-read for anyone interested in the intersections of culture, history, and identity in Australia.
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    Journey Across the Western Interior of Australia is a measured chronicle of endurance that sets human resolve and method against a vast, water-scarce landscape, where each decision—route, ration, and pace—becomes a test of judgment and leadership, and where the blank spaces of the map press constantly upon the expedition’s nerve, translating ambition into a daily calculus of risk, scarcity, and persistence, as instruments, animals, and people must be tuned to the same severe rhythm if progress is to continue at all.

Authored by explorer Peter Egerton Warburton, this work belongs to the nineteenth-century tradition of exploration narrative and travel writing, recounting an overland attempt to traverse the western interior of the Australian continent. First published in the 1870s, soon after the expedition it describes, it reflects the period’s drive to document inland routes, water sources, and terrain for scientific and practical knowledge. Set across arid deserts and rocky ranges, the account emerges from colonial Australia’s era of surveying and reconnaissance, when long-distance journeys sought to turn uncertainties into mapped pathways and to test the limits of contemporary techniques and logistics.

At its core, the book follows Warburton as he organizes and leads a small party across regions that, to European observers of the time, remained poorly known, aiming to link the interior with the distant western reaches. The narrative unfolds in a disciplined, journal-like voice that privileges observation, measurement, and method over flourish. Readers encounter a steady accumulation of details—distances, bearings, scarcity of water, the strain on transport and provisions—producing a mood of austere suspense. The experience is less sweeping panorama than continuous problem-solving, in which movement itself becomes the storyline and survival hinges on prudence, endurance, and restraint.

Warburton writes with the matter-of-fact clarity characteristic of nineteenth-century field reports, attentive to terrain, heat, and the physical toll exacted by prolonged travel. The prose often compresses discomfort into calm notation, making the severity of conditions more palpable by understatement. Logistics are everywhere: the husbanding of supplies, the search for water, the care of animals, the calibration of pace and direction. The result is a document that invites close reading of small choices and their consequences, revealing how expeditionary discipline—tools, notes, routines—functions as both shield and guide in a landscape indifferent to human plans.

Themes of ambition and limit run through the journey. The book examines how knowledge is made under pressure: instruments and observation confronted by dust, heat, and uncertainty. It foregrounds leadership and cooperation under strain, showing the interdependence of people and transport in an environment that reduces excess to liability. It also bears the imprint of its time, including the period’s scientific curiosity and its colonial vantage point, which modern readers may read alongside the deeper histories of the country traversed. The narrative therefore becomes not only a record of movement but a study in perspective—what is noticed, measured, prioritized, or left unsaid.

For contemporary readers, the account offers multiple points of engagement: the stark beauty and danger of arid Australia; the intellectual puzzle of navigation where landmarks are few; the ethics of exploration and land-use; and the challenge of reading historical sources critically yet sympathetically. It raises questions about adaptation to extreme environments, sustainability of travel in fragile ecologies, and the balance between daring and responsibility. As climate variability and remote-region logistics remain urgent topics, the book’s disciplined attention to water, route-finding, and risk speaks with renewed relevance, while its period voice invites reflection on how narratives shape our understanding of place.

Approached as both historical document and adventure narrative, Journey Across the Western Interior of Australia rewards patient attention to detail and the slow burn of cumulative tension. Expect a sober, procedurally minded story rather than romanticized spectacle: measured stages, wary advances, and a constant reckoning with scarcity. Warburton’s focus on method and endurance offers an unvarnished window into expeditionary life, and the text’s restraint allows readers to supply their own sense of awe or apprehension. It remains a significant waypoint in the literature of Australian exploration, inviting engagement, analysis, and, above all, respect for the country it traverses.





Synopsis




Table of Contents




    Journey Across the Western Interior of Australia presents Peter Egerton Warburton’s record of an overland expedition from the Overland Telegraph in central Australia to the north-west coast in the early 1870s. Framed as a practical travel narrative, the book compiles dated journal entries, route measurements, bearings, and observations on terrain and water. Warburton outlines the expedition’s aim: to traverse largely unmapped desert country and test the utility of camels for inland travel. He describes official backing, mapping intentions, and the production of accompanying charts. The tone is factual and restrained, emphasizing logistics, distances, and outcomes rather than literary flourish or personal reflection.

Warburton begins by detailing preparations, including the composition of the party, the selection of camels, and the distribution of provisions and instruments. Starting near the Overland Telegraph Line in central Australia, he explains how rations, water carriers, and navigation tools were apportioned to balance endurance with mobility. The plan relied on scouting for rock-holes and soaks, careful rationing, and staged progress along plausible corridors. Early chapters emphasize discipline in loading animals, setting marches, and reconnoitring ahead for water. Warburton notes the need to adjust expectations to climate and terrain, anticipating long dry stages and the necessity of making repeated searches to locate viable supplies.

Once beyond known routes, the narrative follows a westward and north-westerly drift across sand ridges, stony rises, and expanses of spinifex. Progress is measured in miles and bearings, with frequent remarks on the character of the country and the scarcity of permanent water. Warburton records short sorties to promising features, calculations of latitude and longitude, and judgements on whether to press forward or fall back. Early difficulties include deceptive claypans, brackish pools, and the dissipation of ephemeral soaks. The journal registers a steady slowdown as heat intensifies and the terrain becomes more unstable, prompting incremental adjustments in course and pace.

A turning point arrives as repeated searches fail to yield reliable water, forcing tighter rationing and the reorganization of loads. Warburton details the management of camels under stress, noting how feed, footing, and daily heat affect their stamina. Logistics come to the foreground: what to carry, what to abandon, and how far to risk between sources. He weighs routes trending north toward rumored rivers against a more direct westward line. Ultimately the party commits to a bold westerly traverse, accepting longer dry stages to avoid known obstacles. The narrative underlines this decision as a calculated attempt to conserve time and animal strength.

Conditions deteriorate through a series of dry marches. Warburton notes diminishing stores, failing animals, and the physical toll on the men. The record turns spare and methodical: distances, bearings, and failed wells accumulate. Survival measures include cutting back rations, traveling by cooler hours, and, when necessary, slaughtering camels to obtain food and limited moisture. The journal preserves route data despite hardship, marking dunes, scrub, and occasional rises useful for reconnaissance. The entry sequence conveys the cumulative strain without dramatization, emphasizing the maintenance of direction and record-keeping as crucial to reaching relief or enabling future parties to understand the path taken.

Intermittent relief comes with the discovery of rock-holes, soaks, and native wells, often located by reading bird movements, animal prints, and vegetation. Warburton documents techniques for clearing and deepening wells, managing short-term supplies, and organizing rapid shuttles to water animals and refill carriers. Encounters with Aboriginal people are brief and cautious, with attention to signs and tracks more than sustained contact. Observations on flora, fauna, and ground types continue, linking country descriptions to water prospects. These episodes allow modest recovery of strength and provide the leverage to attempt the next stage, though the book maintains a conservative, distance-by-distance approach to progress.

The closing marches trend toward the river systems of the north-west, where flowing water and station outposts become more frequent. Warburton records the first reliable streams after the desert stages and the relief of reaching pastoral settlements. Assistance is secured, supplies are restored, and arrangements are made to communicate results to authorities and sponsors. The expedition’s line is traced across what would later be recognized as part of the Great Sandy Desert, terminating near the Ashburton–De Grey region. The narrative concludes with the consolidation of notes, the forwarding of maps, and acknowledgments to supporters who enabled the crossing and subsequent publication.

Beyond the travel log, the book includes general conclusions on geography and resources. Warburton describes the prevalence of sandy ridges, scrubby plains, and isolated rock outcrops, emphasizing the irregularity of water. He assesses limited pastoral potential over vast tracts, pointing to scarcity of permanent supplies as a governing constraint. The usefulness of camels is affirmed, with recommendations on loads, pacing, and seasonal timing. Appendices and route tables clarify coordinates, distances, and identifiable landmarks. Notes on botany and geology are modest but systematic, linked to water and feed considerations. The overall assessment is cautious, highlighting narrow corridors of feasibility amid large, arid expanses.

Journey Across the Western Interior of Australia communicates a central message of measured possibility: the crossing can be made with camels, discipline, and careful navigation, yet it remains hazardous and marginal for settlement. Its contribution lies in establishing a practical line across little-known country, supplying bearings, distances, and water notes to guide later travelers. The narrative’s restrained tone and consistent record-keeping underscore its status as a field report rather than a romance of exploration. As a result, the book stands as a document of geographic method and endurance, clarifying the risks and limits of the western interior while consolidating knowledge for future use.
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    Set in the early 1870s, Warburton’s account unfolds across the arid western interior of Australia, a vast region stretching from the central telegraph line around Alice Springs to the Oakover and De Grey river basins of the north-west coast. The period followed rapid colonial consolidation in South Australia and Western Australia, yet large tracts of the Western Desert remained unmapped by Europeans. Extreme aridity, dune fields, and spinifex plains defined the physical environment, while European settlements were sparse beyond the pastoral and pearling districts near Roebourne and Cossack. The book’s setting is therefore both technological, anchored to the new Overland Telegraph, and profoundly environmental, dictated by water scarcity and desert geographies.

Between 1873 and 1874 Peter Egerton Warburton led a transcontinental expedition from the Alice Springs Telegraph Station westward to the Oakover and De Grey Rivers in Western Australia. Financed in part by Sir Thomas Elder and equipped with camels, the party included Warburton’s son Richard. Starting from the newly completed telegraph line, they steered into largely uncharted country of the Little Sandy and Great Sandy Deserts, aiming to reach the settled north-west. The book records daily navigation by latitude and scarce landmarks, repeated searches for native wells, and the ultimate emergence onto the riverine corridor that led toward coastal stations. It is a primary documentary source for this crossing.

The expedition’s defining historical episode was its prolonged battle with thirst and starvation in the Western Desert. Warburton’s narrative details traverses between salt pans, spinifex dunes, and hard gibber plains exceeding a thousand miles, with water runs sometimes spaced over a week apart. To survive, the men butchered camels for meat and moisture retentive tissues, a desperate technique then uncommon in Australian exploration. Several animals were lost, and equipment was abandoned to lighten loads. This ordeal, occurring over late 1873 and early 1874, shaped the tone and purpose of the book: it is a factual register of route-finding under extreme climatic constraints, rare water strategies, and improvised desert physiology.

Warburton’s journey belonged to a competitive phase of imperial mapping backed by scientific and pastoral interests. Sir Thomas Elder’s patronage supplied camels and funds, while the Royal Geographical Society in London later recognized the feat, awarding Warburton a medal in 1875, the same year the narrative was published. The account converses with parallel ventures: John Forrest’s government-backed expeditions in 1869 to 1874 that consolidated routes across the interior to Adelaide, and Ernest Giles’s attempts from 1872 culminating in his 1875 to 1876 crossing. The book thus documents not only a route but a moment of rivalry when exploration, colonial policy, and private capital converged to open inland and north-western corridors.

Construction of the Overland Telegraph Line between 1870 and 1872, under South Australian superintendent Charles Todd, connected Adelaide to Darwin and thence to the British telegraph network. The line established repeater stations, including the Alice Springs station opened in 1872, which became a logistical platform for inland travel. It provided supplies, animals could be staged nearby, and messages relayed to colonial governments and sponsors. Warburton’s departure from the telegraph route and his ability to reference latitudes, distances between stations, and potential rescue to the line are integral to the book’s chronology. The expedition’s feasibility and documentation are inseparable from this infrastructure.

The mid nineteenth century introduction of camels transformed Australian desert travel. After earlier use by Burke and Wills in 1860 to 1861, Sir Thomas Elder imported large shipments in 1866 and established breeding near Beltana, South Australia, along with experienced handlers from Afghanistan and adjacent regions. By the early 1870s, camels were the preferred beasts for long dry stages, carrying heavy water kegs and rations. Warburton’s party exemplified this technological shift. His book repeatedly notes the animals’ load capacities, endurance, and eventual slaughter when water failed. The narrative therefore records a pivotal moment in colonial logistics, tracing how camel transport made ambitious westward traverses possible and revealed both its capabilities and limits.

The crossing concluded in a frontier transformed by pastoral and maritime exploitation. From 1863 to the late 1860s, settlers established stations along the De Grey, Oakover, and Fortescue rivers, while Roebourne in 1866 and the port of Cossack at Nickol Bay serviced wool and a booming pearling industry. These enterprises depended heavily on Aboriginal labor and Asian crews, and were marred by coercion and conflict, exemplified by violent episodes such as the 1868 killings in the Dampier Archipelago. Warburton’s emergence onto the De Grey Oakover system, and the assistance his weakened party received from settlers, anchors the book to this north-west economy and to the colonial imperative to link interior routes to coastal markets.

Read as historical testimony, the book functions as a critique of policy and society through its stark details. It exposes the limits of colonial optimism about the interior, revealing how survival depended on precarious logistics, cameleer expertise, and opportunistic knowledge of Indigenous water sources that colonists neither understood nor safeguarded. The narrative underlines structural inequalities: the privatized financing of risk, the extraction ethos driving routes toward pearling and pastoral districts, and the erasure of custodial land relations in maps and claims. By documenting the cost of such ambitions on men and animals, it implicitly questions the governance frameworks that celebrated conquest while externalizing humanitarian and environmental burdens.
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Western Interior of Australia.—Settlement of
Swan River.—

Foundation of the colony of South Australia.—Various

opinions regarding the interior.

IN the slight sketch of Australian Exploration that I propose
to lay before the reader as an introduction to the Journal of Colonel Egerton
Warburton, I shall confine myself entirely to the western half of the
Continent, and to the many attempts that have been made by enterprising men to
penetrate the mysteries of the interior of that portion. Though Western
Australia occupies a larger space upon the map than any of its sister colonies,
an observer cannot fail to be struck, by the vast extent of
unoccupied—even unknown—country that it contains, and this
desolation is the more remarkable when it is considered that within the
boundary of this colony are included the earliest discovered portions of the
Continent.

In 1829 Captain Stirling[1] was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of the new
settlement on the Swan River, and on his arrival in the month of August of that
year this officer found a number of anxious immigrants camped on the banks of
the Swan and Canning rivers, with no better shelter against the inclemency of
the Australian winter than the tents they had brought with them from England.
Every month added to their numbers and to the disorder that prevailed. Not an
acre of land had been surveyed; the settlers sat down at random on the river
banks; there was no money to procure the common necessaries of life from the
neighbouring colonies; even the Governor and his officials received large
grants of land instead of a salary; and to add to the distress, the immigrants
were of a class unaccustomed to manual labour, and totally unfitted for the
arduous task of founding a new settlement. By. March, 1830, fifty ships,
containing two thousand people with property—not money—to the
amount of 100,000l., had arrived, and as yet hardly twenty houses were
standing at the new township of Perth for their accommodation. Many of the
disappointed adventurers found their way to the adjoining colonies, and for
twenty years the remainder fought manfully for existence; yet so hard was the
struggle, and such the depression prevailing, that even so late as 1848 the
inhabitants seriously entertained the project of abandoning the settlement for
good. When the neighbouring colonies protested against the dregs of the
population being landed on their shores from the mother country. Western
Australia petitioned for them, and since the introduction of convict labour her
position has vastly improved; but still the energy of the colonists has been
fettered by the nature of the country and the small area of agricultural and
pastoral land yet discovered. Western Australia is ill adapted to the extensive
pursuit of agriculture, and, from the arid nature of the soil, the grasses are
scantier and less succulent than in the eastern colonies, hence the quantity of
wool at present exported is trifling when compared with the enormous weight
annually yielded by her more favoured sisters. In 1852 Governor Fitzgerald
wrote, "I fear that unless new grasses spring up, or are introduced into our
pastures, we shall never be able to rival in this respect the production of the
eastern colonies. Our lands fit for sheep are so small in extent in proportion
to the rest of the colony, that a limit will soon be arrived at unless better
pastures be discovered. Should such exist, they probably lie far to the
North-east."

South Australia was founded in 1836, and after the reverses always
inseparable from the infancy of a settlement, she rapidly rose into a wealthy
and populous colony. The land was found admirably adapted to the growth of
cereals, and enormous mineral wealth—chiefly copper—was discovered
within her bounds; but after a time the mines were found only to employ a
certain number of hands, and the wheat-fields became impoverished from
constantly bearing so exhaustive a crop. The South Australian statesmen were
not slow to remark this, and immediately all their energy was devoted to the
only remedy—the discovery of fresh lands towards the interior. Party
after party went forth to struggle with the fearful difficulties of penetrating
the desert regions to the north-east and north, and returned baffled yet not
beaten. In spite of every obstacle, daring men persevered where success seemed
impossible, and after repeated repulses the great end was achieved, and not
only a road, but a telegraph line now stretches across the breadth of the
entire Continent, from Adelaide to the northern seaboard. A volume would hardly
suffice to chronicle the deeds of these intrepid explorers, and in the slight
sketch which follows, it is only attempted to give a brief account of two or
three of the most prominent amongst their number.

After Stuart had finally succeeded in opening out a route, and more
particularly since the establishment of the telegraph line, a new base was
presented for western exploration, and both South and Western Australia threw
themselves heart and soul into the task of opening out overland communication.
Dr. G. Neumayer, in a paper advocating the scientific exploration of Central
Australia, read before the Royal Geographical Society on 8th June, 1868, says,
"A glance at the map shows us what an immense tract of land is entirely
unknown. Indeed, we might describe a circle in the portion lying to the west of
Stuart's track, enclosing an area of half a million of square miles, of which
our knowledge is absolutely nil. We should form a more adequate estimate
of the fact, if we considered that this is at the same time the greatest
absolute blank on the face of the globe—the polar regions excepted; as we
know more even of that great tract of country on the African Continent which
lies south of the equator and near the western coast. This 'Terra Australiensis
incognita' is somewhat less than one-fifth of the entire Continent, and forms
the western slope of what we are justified—according to all
appearances—in terming the Great Interior Basin." This gentleman,
speaking of Western Australia and the small settlements on the north-west
coast, says, "It is not difficult to see that these colonies, separated as they
are from their eastern sisters by a vast unknown territory, will have to
struggle hard to make any progress; indeed, such progress is scarcely possible
unless they extend their territory towards and across the watershed of the
interior basin, and unless overland communication be established between them
and the other colonies." Dr. Neumayer had no doubt whatever that an exploration
of that great blank on our map would materially assist, nay establish, such a
communication—practicable at all seasons—for the mutual benefit of
the colonies, and give thereby a fresh impetus to the spirit of enterprise in
the country.
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