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The gentle giant is a renowned water rescuer, blessed with a buoyant personality and swimming ability.


[image: 007]









HISTORY OF THE


NEWFOUNDLAND


The Newfoundland is frequently called the “gentle giant” among dogs. He is a large and imposing dog whose massive size belies his sweet and noble temperament. The kindly Newfoundland is a sweet and devoted family companion. He is a faithful friend who will protect children and, indeed, his entire human family, as well as risk his life to rescue a stranger from disaster. Blessed with a willing and hard-working nature, the versatile Newfoundland will make every effort to please his owner at whatever task presents itself.


The origin of the Newfoundland has always been the subject of much speculation. One theory suggests that the Newfoundland evolved from the Tibetan Mastiff, an ancient breed that accompanied Asian warriors on their journey across the Asian continent, eventually entering North America at Newfoundland.


A second theory suggests a cross-breeding between Mastiffs, Pyrenean Sheepdogs and Portuguese Water Dogs sometime during the 15th and 16th centuries. In fact, these and other breeds are believed to have been used and cross-bred by the native Beothuk Indians to aid them with their fishing chores.


Another widely accepted theory holds that the breed descended from what were known as Bear Dogs, large working dogs that were brought over to the North American continent by Leif Ericsson and the Vikings in 1000 AD. Other accounts claim that when the Vikings visited Newfoundland during the second century, they witnessed the native fishermen working side-by-side with large black retrieving dogs. Further speculation suggests that those dogs were eventually interbred and cross-bred with the native wolves.


Whatever the true beginnings, the actual history of the Newfoundland will forever remain a matter of conjecture, adding to the mystique and majesty that surrounds this unique breed of dog.



HONORABLE MENTION


A plaque erected in Swansea, South Wales, honors a Newfoundland named Swansea Jack, who saved 27 people from drowning at Swansea in 1937.
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The great Irish Ch. Milk Boy, who did so much to bring the breed to the attention of the Irish and English. Circa 1932.
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The first documented record of a breed resembling the Newfoundland can be found in records of that country dating back to the 1600s, when dogs of their description were traded by North American residents. The dog served primarily as a ship dog in Newfoundland, rendering a wide variety of services to his seagoing human caretakers.


Fishing was the primary industry in Newfoundland at that time, and every fishing boat carried at least one Newfoundland dog as an important member of the crew. The Newf was blessed with great lung capacity and powerful swimming ability, enabling him to fight strong ocean currents and swim long distances. His ship chores included hauling the fishing nets from the boat and then back once they were full. Easily large enough to rescue a drowning man, he frequently rescued people who had fallen into the sea.


The early seagoing dogs were transported in pens in galleys called the “dog walk.” Their principal function aboard ship was to swim ashore with a boat line to aid in docking if a choppy sea prevented the ship from mooring at a designated shore. In similar fashion, during a disaster, the Newf also carried lifelines out to sinking ships to help save the victims from death at sea. Reports of Newfoundlands who rescued drowning victims or small boats are legendary in ancient naval history.


Tales of Newfoundland heroism also can be found in history books. A Newfie accompanied Napoleon Bonaparte on board his ship on his return to France from Elba. When Napoleon fell overboard into the dark waters and could not be located by his crew, the Newf dove off the deck to rescue the waterlogged emperor.



LIFEGUARD DOG


The Newfoundland was sometimes called the Lifeguard Dog because of his many legendary life-saving feats in which he saved people from drowning.





 A Newfoundland was aboard the ill-fated Titanic when it sank. Another Newfoundland was awarded the Meritorious Service medal by Lloyds of London for rescuing an entire shipful of people in 1919. It comes as no surprise that a Newfoundland was chosen to accompany Lewis and Clark on their famous river expedition to the Pacific northwestern coast of North America in 1803.


The Newfoundland’s role as helpmate did not end when his fishing boat tied up at dockside. The dog was hitched up to a cart, the day’s catch loaded, and he hauled the fish to town. Newfs also pulled milk delivery wagons and hauled firewood, leaves and other supplies, which often weighed up to 450 pounds, for great distances. Their docile nature and strong work ethic were great assets to the residents of these towns as well as to the seafaring community.


It is thought that as many as 2000 Newfoundlands were owned and actively working in the town of St. Johns in Newfoundland by the early 1800s. Their jobs included hauling cut firewood from the forests, pulling in the fishing nets and hauling cartloads of fish from the docks. The dogs worked singly and in teams of three to five dogs, and were so conditioned to their specified routes that they could deliver their wares without human aid or intervention and then return to their homes to receive rewards of their favorite food—dried fish.


 



Daventry Coastguard was a Canadian dog that took high honors. When only ten months old, he had just two more points to win to become a full champion. Circa 1934.
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Newfoundlands were also pressed into service as postmen, delivering the mail between railway stations and to a chain of outpost settlements. Over frozen terrain, through dense forests and under harsh conditions too difficult for equine travel, hardy Newfoundlands labored in teams of up to seven dogs to deliver His Majesty’s mail. In honor of their distinguished service to their country, the King of Newfoundland commissioned a postage stamp emblazoned with the head of the Newfoundland.


  



In Germany in the 1920s, the Newfoundland was of a much heavier type than the Newfs seen elsewhere. This dog was a German champion.
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Those same characteristics that made Newfs superior working dogs also lent to their neglect and abuse as working animals. It is believed that many Newfies suffered needlessly, with some even dying from exhaustion. During the 1800s, a law was passed in Britain forbidding their use in commercial hauling ventures.


The Newfoundland’s hard-working ability on land was exceeded only by his expertise in the water. In England, during the 1800s, every lifeguard station along the British coast was required to employ the service of two Newfoundland dogs to aid in rescue attempts. The Newf is well constructed for life-saving heroics in the water. His double coat has a soft, fleecy undercoat and a stiff, oily outer coat that repels water, allowing him to swim for hours and yet remain dry at his skin. His massive build and great strength and endurance are well suited to swimming in cold, rough water. He has webbed feet and, unlike other water-loving breeds, he swims with a breast stroke instead of a dog paddle. His loose, droopy flews add buoyancy and allow him to breathe while carrying something or someone as he swims.


The breed’s natural water instincts also help him evaluate and handle a rescue according to the needs of the victim. When a swimmer is conscious, the Newf will circle him and allow the swimmer to hold onto any part of his body while towing him to shore. If the swimmer is not conscious, the Newf will grasp the swimmer’s upper arm in his mouth and tow him to safety. That upper arm hold causes the unconscious swimmer to roll onto his back with his head out of the water. If two Newfies are working as a team, each will instinctively take a different arm.


 



Eng. Ch. Brave Michael was bred by Mr. E. Heden Copus in 1929. He received his Kennel Club championship in 1933.
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Eng. Ch. Mermaid became a champion in 1932. From a famous line of Newfoundlands in the UK, she was bred by Mr. G. Bland in 1928.
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WAR RATIONS


During World War II, when food was scarce and often rationed, and many breeders were disposing of their breeding animals, a dedicated Newfoundland breeder, Mr. Handley, traveled countless miles across the countryside on his bicycle to collect leftover meat to feed to his dogs. He bred Newfs under the Fairfax prefix and produced many champions from his table-fed breeding stock.





The Newfoundland’s expertise as a water-rescue dog was recognized in numerous Victorian-era paintings during the 1800s. One painting by Sir Edwin Landseer, entitled “Saved,” depicts a large black-and-white Newfoundland on a beach with a small boy who had just been rescued from drowning. A painting of the same scene by Currier and Ives is titled “He is Saved.” Because the black-and-white Newfoundland was also featured in many later works by Landseer, this variety came to be known as the Landseer variety.


  



Famous English portraitist, Sir Edwin Landseer, painted many black-and-white Newfoundlands. It was the artist’s fondness for this color variety that led to its becoming known as the Landseer variety.


[image: 014]


 



This painting by Sir Edwin Landseer of a black-and-white Newfoundland was exhibited in the National Gallery of British Art.
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In 1899, Sir William MacCormack, President of the Royal College of Surgeons, owned the Newfoundland shown here. Due to the dog’s heroics, friendliness and outstanding type, he became as famous as his master.
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The breed was formally named in 1775 when George Cartwright named his own dog after the breed’s native island. Five years later, the breed faced near-extinction when the government adopted a policy of one Newfoundland per household in an unsuccessful attempt to promote sheep-raising. The sheep population failed to increase, and the native population of Newfoundlands was decimated. The new law forced many owners and breeders to ship their dogs out of the country, and many others were unfortunately destroyed. A few tenacious breeders, loyal to their precious Newfs, chose to ignore the decree and their clandestine efforts salvaged the breed in its native country.


The Newfoundland breed has been credited with, in the early 1800s, assisting in the beginnings of two of the retriever breeds: the ever-popular Labrador and the lesser known but equally talented Chesapeake Bay. The Labrador Retriever originated from a Newfoundland “type” of a smaller stature and with a shorter coat than today’s Newfoundland.  Also, two Newfoundland dogs were rescued off Maryland’s coast when the English ship on which they were traveling wrecked; these two became the foundation for the Chesapeake Bay Retriever.


During the mid-1800s, the Newfoundland played another important role in canine history, playing a major part in the survival of the St. Bernard. Around 1860, an epidemic of distemper almost eradicated the entire population of St. Bernards at the monastery in Switzerland. Because the two breeds are so similar in appearance as well as function, with both breeds’ being rescue animals that possess natural life-saving instincts, the monks imported several Newfoundlands to cross-breed and regenerate their stock. Some of these crosses inadvertently produced the first long-haired St. Bernards, a characteristic that is not compatible with the St.



ON STAGE


A Newfoundland named “Nana” played the role of the children’s nurse in the original version of the stage play Peter Pan.





 



Eng. Ch. Netherwood Queen was bred by Mrs. F. McCann in 1926. She became a champion in 1930.
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Bernard’s primary duties of snow rescue. The longer hair collects ice balls, which add undesirable weight to the dog during a rescue attempt. Today, the St. Bernard occurs in both smooth and rough coats, the latter a credit to the Newf crosses.


Pre-World-War-I, the Newfoundland really thrived in England, which had become its adopted homeland of sorts. Top-quality dogs of British breeding were exported to the US and Canada, where they became the foundations of many renowned North American pedigrees. Unfortunately, the effects of the war were devastating in England, where breeding programs had to be discontinued. In addition to the war’s disastrous effects, the stock of one major kennel was completely wiped out by poisoning.


In the late 1880s, a strong group of breeders was establishing itself in the US. The “father” of the modern breed came to the US directly from the breed’s homeland, the isle of Newfoundland. Hon. Harold Macpherson, L.L.D, had been in Newfs practically all of his life, growing up with the breed and eventually gaining the privilege of selecting a Newfoundland dog for the children of the island to present to the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York. He began his American breeding program under the Westerland name. In addition to producing outstanding dogs, he served as officers of both the now-defunct North American Newfoundland Club and the Newfoundland Club of America (NCA), which remains as the American Kennel Club parent club. Macpherson was active in the breed until his death in 1963.



THE FOUNDING THREE


It is believed that during the 1950s, every Newf champion bred in the United States was a descendant of Cabin Boy, Baron and Neptune, the three Siki offspring who were exported to America following World War II.





The hardships of World War II produced a serious decline in the Newfoundland as it did in all pure-bred dogs. Although the working Newfoundland served admirably during the war under arduous conditions in Alaska and the Aleutian Islands, where they hauled supplies and ammunition for the Allied forces, serious fanciers in Newfoundland and other war-impoverished countries were unable to continue their breeding programs, and the number and quality of pure-bred stock declined and weakened.


However, the breed has always been able to withstand setbacks and today thrives thanks to dedicated breeders and fanciers. Although there had been a previous incarnation of the Newfoundland Club of America, established in 1914, today’s NCA was established in 1930. Among this non-profit organization’s activities are protecting correct type in the breed, emphasizing the Newf’s talents and natural qualities, educating the public about the breed, researching health issues, setting down ethics for breeding and running a rescue network. With a stronghold in the US and such a dedicated following, the Newfoundland’s future is secure.


  



Holland, with its many canals and beaches, was a natural place for the life-saving Newfoundland to flourish. The Dutch dogs were bred for strength and their ability to save people in the water. These dogs from the 1930s were bred by renowned Dutch breeder, V. D. Rest.
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There is no doubt the most famous fancier of the Newfoundland was the poet Lord Byron, who had this tribute inscribed on the monument on the grave of his beloved Newfoundland companion, Boatswain:


 



When some proud son of man returns to earth


Unknown to glory, but upheld by birth,


The sculptor’s art exhausts the art of woe,


And storied urns record who rest below;


Not what he was, but what he should have been;


But the poor Dog, in life the firmest friend,


The first to welcome, foremost to defend;


Whose honest heart is still his master’s own,


Who labours, fights, lives, breathes for him alone


Unhonor’d falls, unnoticed all his worth,


Denied in Heaven the soul he held on earth;


While man, vain insect! hopes to be forgiven,


And claims himself sole exclusive of Heaven!


Oh, man! Thou feeble tenant of an hour,


Debas’d by slavery, or corrupt by power,


Who knows thee well, must quit thee with disgust,


Degraded mass of animated dust! Thy love is lust, thy friendship all a cheat,


Thy smiles hypocrisy, thy words deceit!


By nature vile, ennobled but by name,


Each kindred brute might bid thee blush for shame.


Ye! Who, perchance, behold this single Urn


Pass on—it honours none you wish to mourn;


To mark a Friend’s remains these stones arise,


I never knew but one, and here he lies.


Byron then wrote the following famous epitaph to be inscribed on the side of the pedestal upon which Boatswain’s urn rested:


 



Near this spot are deposited the remains of one who possessed beauty without vanity, strength without insolence, courage without ferocity and all the virtues of man without his vices.


This praise, which would be unmeaning flattery if inscribed over human ashes is but a just tribute to the memory of Boatswain, a dog who was born at Newfoundland in May 1803 and died at Newstead Abbey, England, in November 1808. Just imagine what Lord Byron might have inscribed had his beloved Boatswain lived for more than five-and-a half years!


 



Newfoundland as muse: The face and soul that inspired Lord Byron and other great poets to pen many exceptional verses.
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The Newfoundland is an easy-to-live-with breed if you have enough space to properly accommodate him.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE


NEWFOUNDLAND



IS THE NEWF RIGHT FOR YOU? The Newfoundland is best known for his sweet and gentle disposition, and most especially for his great love of children and his protective feelings toward them. He is exceptionally tolerant of toddler behavior and the sort of rough-house activity that would disturb other breeds and cause them to leave, object or become aggressive. Because of his unswerving patience, the Newf can easily be victimized by a child, a situation that requires stringent parental supervision and intervention. The opposite can also be true, and children are often unintentionally hurt by their massive Newfie friend who is totally oblivious to his size and who inadvertently bumps or knocks over the child or slobbers all over him.


The Newfoundland can also be quite protective of adult family members as well as strangers. Stories abound about Newfies who have saved their human families or friends from life-threatening situations, with a great many of those exploits involving water rescues or other life-saving intervention by a Newfoundland.


The Newfoundland is an easy-to-live-with dog if you have the space and tolerance for an animal who will probably outweigh some family members, who will shed his heavy coat all over your house and who drools and may sling a bit of slobber when excited. “House-proud” is an expression often heard among breed fanciers. A fastidious housekeeper could not live successfully with typical Newfie habits as the hair and slobber would cause no end of anguish.


The Newfoundland requires frequent grooming to maintain a healthy coat and keep shedding to a minimum. He also needs regular exercise, consisting of brisk daily walks as well as human attention and affection to prevent boredom, unhappiness and separation anxiety. You will need a bigger-thanaverage dog-food budget to support the Newfie’s rapid growth during his first year.


 



Are you ready to share your heart, your home and even your bed with the Newfoundland?


[image: 021]


The Newf coat goes through several stages of puppy growth before reaching its full adult color and texture at about 18 to 24 months of age. The longer guard hairs along the back appear at about four months of age along with shorter hair on the legs, feet and face. The true adult coat is apparent by the second year after one full shedding season. Coats can change dramatically during the maturation period, with the soft, straight fur’s becoming coarse and wavy. Feathering on the legs and feet also continues to grow in length and density during the first two or three years.


As with all giant-breed dogs, the Newfoundland matures slowly and is not fully grown until he is about three years old. Sadly, he is short-lived, with a lifespan of perhaps eight to ten years.







BREED-SPECIFIC HEALTH CONCERNS 




HIP DYSPLASIA 


Hip dysplasia (HD) is a developmental disease in which the balland-socket joint of the hip is poorly or abnormally formed. In dysplastic dogs, the “ball” (femoral head) does not fit properly into the “socket” (acetebulum). Dysplasia can affect one or both hips. A mild case of HD can cause pain and possibly arthritis, and a severe case can render a working dog worthless at his breed-specific task. Dogs who are mildly affected may not become symptomatic until later in life.


In the US, the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) is the main body for the testing and grading of hips. X-rays are submitted and evaluated, and given one of the following classifications: Excellent, Good, Fair, Borderline, Mild, Moderate, Severe. The first three grades are considered “normal” and are issued an OFA number; dogs who score Borderline or lower should not be bred. It should be understood that while HD is mainly considered to be genetic, it also can be influenced by nutrition, obesity and environmental factors. Nonetheless, selective breeding of dysplasia-free dogs is the first step in eradicating this debilitating condition.


 



A furry giant with a heart of gold, the Newfie is a snuggler beyond compare.
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The Newfoundland breed has a relatively high percentage of dysplasia; recent statistics show over 20% of the breed’s showing some degree of dysplasia. However, the number of dysplastic dogs has steadily been on the decrease over the past three decades. Therefore, the Newf’s health has improved due to the efforts of responsible breeders, and the future looks bright.




HEART CONDITIONS 


Sub-valvular aortic stenosis (SAS) is an abnormality of the heart in which the aortic valve develops fibrous tissue, causing a narrowing (stenosis) of the valve and thus restricting the blood flow through the valve. In the worst-case scenario, an affected dog may collapse and die suddenly, without warning.


Pups should be checked for detectable heart murmurs by a vet before leaving the breeder, although final evaluation is done at one year of age by a veterinary cardiologist. Of course, any dog diagnosed with SAS should not be bred.


Newfoundlands are also recorded as having three other heart conditions: pulmonic stenosis, which is a narrowing of the pulmonic valve; patent ductus arteriosus, a condition in which an in-utero bypass blood vessel fails to shut off after the pup is whelped; and tricuspid valvular dysplasia, a condition similar to blue babies in humans. Although not common in the breed, they are sufficiently serious to warrant examination by a veterinary cardiologist. Affected dogs should never be bred.




CYSTINURIA 


This condition affects dogs whose bodies cannot normally absorb the amino acid cystine. In this case, cystine forms crystals in the urine, which can further form kidney and bladder stones. These stones (calculi) can cause serious illness, even completely blocking the flow of urine, which can cause many complications to the bladder and kidneys. In the most severe cases, death can result. While this condition is not unique to the Newfoundland, the breed is affected by the most severe type of cystinuria.


 



Newfoundland and owner have no trouble seeing eye-to-eye—literally!
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The Newfoundland is noble and massive, impressing all who see him with strength, dignity and athleticism.
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Symptoms include recurrent urinary tract disorder, unproductive attempts to pass urine or passing urine with blood. This problem has only been discovered in the Newf fairly recently, but its genetic basis has been determined and a testing scheme has been implemented. The outlook is good and eventual eradication of the disease is possible if breeders are diligent in screening their breeding stock and eliminating all affected dogs from breeding programs.




GASTRIC DILATATION-VOLVULUS (GDV) 


Gastric dilatation-volvulus, also known as gastric torsion, and more commonly referred to as bloat, is a life-threatening condition that most often occurs in deep-chested breeds like Newfoundlands, Boxers, Great Danes and several other large breeds. The stomach of the animal, quite suddenly and for no apparent reason, fills with gas and begins to twist, cutting off the blood supply to the animal’s vital organs, causing shock and death within a matter of hours. Immediate veterinary intervention is necessary if the dog is to survive.


The cause of bloat remains unknown, although it is thought that the risk can be minimized by feeding several small meals instead of one or two large meals and limiting exercise before and after eating. Although bloat is not a heritable disease, the condition is common enough in large-breed dogs that a wise owner will familiarize himself with preventative measures, as well as the physical symptoms and proper emergency care in the event it should occur. 




DO YOU KNOW ABOUT HIP DYSPLASIA?


X-ray of a dog with “Good” hips.
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X-ray of a dog with “Moderate” dysplastic hips.
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Hip dysplasia is a fairly common condition found in pure-bred dogs. When a dog has hip dysplasia, his hind leg has an incorrectly formed hip joint. By constant use of the hip joint, it becomes more and more loose, wears abnormally and may become arthritic.
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