
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


My Summer in a Garden



Warner, Charles Dudley

8596547209171

82

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "My Summer in a Garden," Charles Dudley Warner crafts a delightful and astute reflection on the joys and tribulations of gardening, intricately weaving personal narrative with sharp social commentary. The book is both a memoir and a meditative exploration of nature, presented in Warner's characteristic wit and literary flair. Set against the backdrop of late 19th-century America, the text reflects the burgeoning cultural interest in horticulture and the transcendental philosophy that celebrates nature, encouraging readers to appreciate the small wonders of life through the rhythms of the changing seasons in a cultivated garden. Charles Dudley Warner was not only an accomplished author and essayist but also a prominent figure in the American literary scene, closely associated with Mark Twain and the realism movement. His experiences as a writer and his love for the natural world were significant influences on his work. "My Summer in a Garden" stemmed from his personal encounters with gardening, reflecting his broader views on life, perseverance, and the intricacies of human experiences intertwined with nature. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking a blend of humor and thoughtful reflection on the relationship between humanity and nature. Warner's eloquent prose invites readers into his garden, encouraging a contemplative and appreciative stance toward the natural world, making it an essential read for garden enthusiasts and literary lovers alike.
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In "A Garden with House Attached," Sarah Warner Brooks intricately weaves a narrative that fuses the personal with the universal, exploring themes of belonging, identity, and the interconnectedness of life. The book unfolds in a lyrical style, rich with vivid imagery and poignant reflections, which reflects Brooks' keen observational skills and emotional depth. Set against the backdrop of both serene gardens and tumultuous life events, the prose evokes a sense of nostalgia while grounding readers in the present, marking it as a significant contribution to contemporary literary fiction. Sarah Warner Brooks, an accomplished writer and environmentalist, often draws inspiration from her own experiences in cultivating gardens and nurturing relationships. Her background in landscape architecture and her fervent belief in the healing power of nature have profoundly influenced her narrative style and thematic concerns. This alignment of personal passion with literary expression allows Brooks to create a beautifully textured world that resonates with authenticity and insight. Readers seeking a reflective and evocative literary journey will find "A Garden with House Attached" to be a remarkable exploration of the human spirit. Brooks' ability to intertwine nature with personal growth invites readers to consider their own narratives, making this book not only a pleasure to read, but also an enriching experience that lingers long after the final page.
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In "The Field and Garden Vegetables of America," Fearing Burr presents an exhaustive compendium detailing the cultivation and characteristics of a vast array of vegetables endemic to the American landscape. This seminal work, published in the mid-19th century, employs an empirically grounded yet accessible literary style indicative of the transitional period in American horticulture, blending scientific rigor with practical advice. Burr's meticulous descriptions and elegantly detailed illustrations capture the essence of each vegetable, offering insights into horticultural techniques that reflect the agrarian zeitgeist of the time, where self-sufficiency and local gardening were paramount to American families. Fearing Burr, a noted horticulturist and author, was deeply influenced by the burgeoning interest in botany and self-sustained agriculture during the 19th century. His extensive background in horticulture, combined with a keen understanding of American agricultural practices, drove him to write this work, which serves as both a field guide and a historical record. Burr's commitment to democratizing knowledge about vegetable cultivation is evident, as he compiled this work not for the elite, but for the everyday gardener seeking to enhance their skills and produce. This remarkable volume is highly recommended for anyone passionate about gardening, culinary arts, or the history of American agriculture. Burr's profound insights and practical guidelines make it not only a valuable resource for contemporary gardeners but also an essential text for scholars interested in the evolution of horticultural practices in America. By engaging with this rich fusion of history and horticulture, readers will gain a deeper appreciation of the myriad vegetables that have shaped American culinary traditions.
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In "The Subtropical Garden; or, Beauty of Form in the Flower Garden," W. Robinson offers an intricate exploration of horticultural design and aesthetics through the lens of subtropical flora. Emphasizing the harmonious interplay of form and color, Robinson's prose is richly descriptive, invoking a sense of place that captures the imagination. The book is situated within the broader context of Victorian garden literature, reflecting the era's fascination with exotic plants and the artistic arrangement of natural elements. Through detailed illustrations and nuanced commentary, Robinson articulates the principles of landscape composition while showcasing the lush beauty of subtropical gardens. W. Robinson was a passionate gardener and a pioneering figure in landscape design, known for his advocacy of naturalistic gardening over the more formal styles prevalent in his time. His extensive travels and experiences with diverse plant species profoundly influenced his perspective. Robinson's background as a gardener and his keen interest in the beauty of form reveal his desire to evoke an emotional response through natural design, thus informing his approach in this essential work. I highly recommend "The Subtropical Garden" to both serious horticulturists and casual enthusiasts alike. Robinson's insightful analysis not only elevates the understanding of garden aesthetics but also inspires readers to appreciate the natural world in all its vibrancy. This book is a vital addition to any library focused on garden design and environmental beauty.
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In "Garden-Craft Old and New," John Dando Sedding masterfully intertwines the art and science of gardening, presenting a comprehensive guide that celebrates both traditional and contemporary horticultural practices. Written in the late 19th century, this work reflects the period's burgeoning interest in natural aesthetics and the reformist views toward gardening as both an artistic expression and a method of connecting with nature. Sedding's lyrical prose and meticulous illustrations invite readers to explore the philosophies underlying garden design, from harmonizing with the environment to fostering an immersive sensory experience. John Dando Sedding was a visionary Victorian garden designer, whose passion for plants and landscapes encompassed a deep respect for classical tradition while embracing emerging ideas of ecological design. His extensive experience in landscape architecture, coupled with a background in fine arts, equipped him with a unique perspective on how gardens can serve as reflections of human creativity and natural beauty. Sedding's dedication to improving horticultural knowledge and practice is evident throughout his work, making it both an instructional manual and a profound philosophical treatise on the relationship between mankind and nature. "Garden-Craft Old and New" is an essential read for garden enthusiasts, landscape architects, and anyone interested in the intricate interplay between art and nature. Sedding's timeless insights, combined with practical guidance, offer a refreshing lens through which to re-examine the purpose and potential of our gardens. This book not only instructs but inspires, urging readers to cultivate their patches of earth with passion and purpose.
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CHAPTER I.



Clean spikes of green

Thrusting aside the mould;

Shy, fluffy buds

Op'ning cups of gold,

A sense of waiting—

Expectancy—

Of eager wings,

While from the heart of things,

Stringing the Dawn with golden chords

A Red-bird sings!

—Spring.






My garden is a place to dream in, perhaps even more than to work in.
This is especially true early in the morning or late in the evening; as
it is between these times that I work, weeding, hoeing, raking, tying a
refractory branch, picking a posy for the house, or for my neighbour,
chatting with some friend over the fence, comparing roses, learning the
lore of gardening a bit at a time, a hint from one on cabbages, or a
recipe from another for making pansies produce blooms "as big as the
palm of your hand," the best way to grow cucumbers and so on.



Between whiles I dig a bed or trim the too luxuriant growth of some
plant that is determined in spite of my protest to have more than its
fair share of garden room.



There is the Lilac, for instance, sending up impertinent shoots right
in the edge of the bed, regardless of the fact that I have kept that
particular spot for a clump of my little Chaldeans, the Crocus—the
yellow ones—the white are growing near the Crimson May.



Little happy-faced Chaldeans, I wonder do you recollect those ancient
plains?  Are you a link between ourselves and a long-lost civilization,
of cities blown about the desert dust ere Babylon was thought of, or
Bagdad raised its proud towers above the musky camel-tracks?  Do you
remember how the midnight constellations glittered above the plains of
Shinar and how the Shepherd Kings would gather in whispering groups
outside their camel-hair tents, with their backs to the flaring
watch-fires, and con the stars that faintly lit their shimmering
flocks?  Was it among you that some great observer of a forgotten race,
some priest-philosopher, drove the first Gnomon and measured the sun
shadow, so planting the tiny seed which should some day grow into that
heaven-searching thing we call the Science of Astronomy?  Did you see
all this, and if so what do you think of us who have seen so little?
What do you think of all the hurry and dust and bustle of our noisy
century, or of men themselves who grow as grass blades on the plains of
God's memory that sweep away and away beyond our ken into the Infinite?



There are some snowdrops near the crocus, the little Heralds of
Spring—Syrian those, for since Europe cannot supply the market, our
gardeners have to send far for their supplies.  And yet I still think
of snowdrops as citizens of North-west Europe, especially England.
They were young with that wonderful land and are now grown old with
her.  Her memoried Dawns and her Gloamings are theirs, too.  They saw
Cæsar's legions rise, grow thunderous and pass and die away down the
shadowy vista of Time—aye, before that, they knew much, for history
was theirs a thousand years before the wings of the Roman Eagles
clouded the land.  Under the great Oak where they grew, they saw the
Druids in their secret rites.  The sun-girdled high-priest clad in
white vestments stood above their clumps to cut the sacred Mistletoe,
"The Allheal," with the knife made of hammered gold and consecrated for
that one purpose.  Mayhap the feet of the Priest of priests passed
close to them as he whispered to his successor the great thoughts, the
noble truths and the dread powers that would be his to give and wield
in the near future; or perhaps they heard him read the slabs graven in
Greek letters, telling the wonder of the immortality of the soul and
that greatest secret of all, the Truth which in their most holy
initiation smote on the mind like thunder—"there is One God only,
Hesus! all other gods are of Him, worship ye Him!"  Perhaps they saw
the noble form of Abaris as he paced the woods with lofty brow furrowed
with deep thoughts, now stooping to pick one of the slender white
blooms to ponder over its beauty, or on some morning of Spring sunshine
they may have seen him hastening to meet that Being beautiful and fair,
with shining countenance and god-like form, whose lips spoke music, who
brought to Abaris, his faithful priest, the secret sound, that one
great Tone unwoven from the Three Creative Words, which should cling
about Abaris like to a halo or at his will carry him where'er he wished
with arrowy swiftness.  So the Sage at Samos gained his favourite
pupil, who came and went "borne on Apollo's Arrow," as the ancient
legends state his fellow-students called the Light; but Abaris
laughingly would reply—"Apollo to you Greeks, but in our British
groves, where grow the clumps of snowdrops, we face the Sun at rising,
noon and night and name him 'Belenus'."
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