



[image: my_cover_image]





[image: images]


The new 2nd Strelasund Crossing, connecting Stralsund and Rügen
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Early birds can discover the beach, as here in Binz, in a unique romantic blend of light and tranquility. Only a little later the “real” beach life begins, with hustle and bustle, accompanied by the corresponding noise level.
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INTRODUCTION


The island’s most famous son – Ernst Moritz Arndt – already knew the most worthwhile locations to spend a vacation on Rügen in 1824, as described to his sister in law Henriette Schleiermacher: “Thus in my opinion, it must and will be Wittow or Jasmund; […] because only there you can have the best seaside resort on the Baltic Sea, and thereby live a pretty simplistic and not too precious life.“


Almost two hundred years later, such restriction to a few places should no longer exist. According to personal preferences you will find “your” holiday destination. Rügen’s development into a vacationer’s island began in the second half of the 19th century. Just a few decades later it has been seized by mass tourism. From hearty services in owner’s homes, to apartments and various hotel deals, the choice of accommodations is vast. By now, not only “bathing and sun worshipers” visit Germany’s largest island, but also guests craving nature in the colder times of the year, convinced by extending seasonal offers. Such attrac - tions include Jasmund National Park, with the beech wood of Stubnitz and the chalk cliffs, which were even painted by Casper David Friedrich. Canola fields in front of the blue Baltic Sea, the German Avenues Route, which starts on the island or almost pristine spots – all that can be found on Rügen. Traces of the rich history are yet to be discovered: remains of the Slavic temple fortress near Arkona and right next door the “Schinkel lighthouse”, the Gummanz chalk museum – after all, chalk was once regarded as the white gold –, the narrow gauge railway “Racing Roland”, the Granitz hunting lodge, Arndt’s birthplace in Schoritz and the Garz museum dedicated to him, the flint fields near Mukran, the medieval village churches and the Circus in Putbus …
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