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Foreword: The Climate Clock and the 

Window of Opportunity 

 

The future has arrived, and it is warmer than anticipated. 

In 2024, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 

confirmed  what  thermometers  around  the  globe  were 

already  ruthlessly  announcing:  the  planet  had  just  gone 

through the hottest year ever recorded in human history.1 

For the first time, the annual global average temperature 

exceeded  pre-industrial  levels  by  more  than  1.5°C,  the 

critical  threshold  established  by  the  Paris  Agreement  as 

the  protective  guard  against  the  worst  and  most 

irreversible climate scenarios.1 

This was not just another statistical record in a long series 

of alerts. It was a psychological and political milestone, a 

beep  that  echoed  through  the  corridors  of  power  and 

everyday  conversations  around  the  world.  The  1.5  °C 

barrier,  once  a  scientific  abstraction  projected  into  the 

distant  future,  has  materialized  in  the  present.  The 

Secretary-General  of  the  United  Nations,  António 

Guterres,  did  not  hesitate  to  classify  the  situation  as  a 

"climate  breakdown",  a  cold  and  hard  fact  that  required 

no  more  promises,  but  "pioneering  climate  actions"  and 

immediate.1 

It is true that a single year exceeding this threshold does 

not  technically  mean  the  permanent  failure  of  the  Paris 

Agreement's  long-term  goal,  which  is  based  on  20-year 

averages.3  However,  this  event  has  fundamentally 

transformed  the  nature  of  the  global  debate.  The 

conversation has shifted from being about "prevention" to 

becoming an urgent discussion about "crisis management 

and  emergency  adaptation."  The  question  is  no  longer 

whether we will face the consequences of climate change, 

but  how  we  will  survive  them  and,  crucially,  who  will 

bear the costs. 

This report is born at this inflection point. It purports to be 

more than a compendium of alarming data; It seeks to be 

a  detailed  map  of  our  current  reality,  connecting  the 

irrefutable science of the climate crisis with its profound 

and  often  brutal  social  and  economic  implications.  We 

will explore how global warming is  not  a homogeneous 

phenomenon,  but  a  force  that  exploits  and  deepens  the 

fractures of inequality that already exist in our world. 

The  journey  that  follows  is  divided  into  four  parts.  The 

first, "The Anatomy of a Planet in Fever", establishes the 

diagnosis,  detailing  the  scientific  evidence  of  the  crisis 

and its already visible and felt impacts, from the melting 

of  the  polar  ice  caps  to  the  intensification  of  extreme 

events in Brazil. The second part, "The Exposed Fracture 

of  Inequality",  delves  into  the  core  of  climate  injustice, 

showing how emissions from a small global elite impose 

suffering  on  the  vast  majority  and  how,  in  Brazil,  the 

climate crisis is intertwined with issues of environmental 

racism, deforestation and land conflicts. 

The third part, "The Imperative of Action," moves from 

diagnosis  to  solution,  exploring  the  principles  and 

practices  of  a  "Just  Transition."  We  will  analyse  the 

challenges and opportunities of decarbonisation in Brazil 

and  learn  from  international  case  studies,  such  as  those 

from Germany and South Africa. Finally, the fourth part, 

"Possible  Horizons",  looks  to  the  future,  contrasting  the 

scenarios that are presented to humanity and outlining a 

path forward for Brazil, a path that must be paved not only 

with green technology, but with social justice, equity and 

democracy. 

The window of opportunity to  ensure a safe and livable 

future, as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC)  warns  us,  is  closing  fast.  But  it  has  not  yet 

completely  closed.4  This  report  is  a  detailed  argument 

that the key to keeping it open lies in recognizing that the 

climate crisis and the inequality crisis are two sides of the 

same coin. Only by facing them together will we have any 

chance of success. 





Part I: The Anatomy of a Planet in Fever: 

The Incontrovertible Evidence of the 

Crisis 

 




Chapter 1: The Global Scientific Diagnosis 

 


Understanding the climate crisis starts with science. This 

is not opinion, ideology or political debate, but a body of 

evidence  accumulated  over  decades,  meticulously 

reviewed and consolidated by the collaborative effort of 

thousands of scientists around the world. The most recent 

and  comprehensive  of  these  efforts  is  the  Sixth 

Assessment Report (AR6) of the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC), completed in 2023. The result 

of eight years of work by the most renowned experts, the 

document,  which  spans  almost  eight  thousand  pages,  is 

the  most  reliable  and  complete  assessment  of  climate 

change available today.4 

The report's central finding is unequivocal and alarming: 

human-induced climate change is causing dangerous and 

widespread  disruption  to  nature,  affecting  the  lives  of 

billions  of  people  around  the  world.5  The  planet  has 

already warmed, on average, 

1.1°C  above  pre-industrial  levels,  and  science  is  in  no 

doubt that this warming is a direct result of the burning of 

fossil  fuels  and  other  human  activities  that  release 

greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the atmosphere.4 

This warming, which may seem like a small number, has 

triggered  changes  in  the  global  climate  system 

unprecedented  in  recent  history,  and  in  some  cases,  for 

many centuries and even millennia. Phenomena that once 

unfolded on geological timescales now happen in the span 

of  a  human  lifetime.  Rising  sea  levels,  intensifying 

extreme weather events such as heat waves and torrential 

rains, and rapidly shrinking sea ice in the Arctic are visible 

manifestations of this accelerated transformation.4 

AR6  is  described  by  its  own  authors  as  a  "grim  read" 

because  it  details  the  devastating  consequences  we  are 

already  experiencing  with  just  1.1°C  of  warming.  The 

destruction  of  homes  by  floods  and  storms,  the  loss  of 

livelihoods due to prolonged droughts, and the breakdown 

of entire communities are no longer future projections, but 

the lived reality of millions of people.4 

The  IPCC's  long-term  diagnosis  is  corroborated  and 

intensified by the acute symptoms monitored annually by 

the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). Data for 

2024  confirmed  that  the  warming  trend  is  accelerating. 

The  year  not  only  broke  the  temperature  record,  but 

cemented the decade from 2015 to 2024 as the warmest 

on record.1 This warmth is not limited to the atmosphere; 

The oceans,  which absorb more than 90% of the  excess 

heat trapped by GHGs, are also warming faster than ever 

before,  with  severe  consequences  for  marine  life  and 

global weather patterns.3 

WMO  Secretary-General  Celeste  Saulo  said  that  the 

extreme  events  observed  in  2024  –  record  rainfall  and 

flooding,  rapidly  intensifying  tropical  cyclones,  deadly 

heat, relentless droughts, and catastrophic fires – are not 

anomalies, but rather a "new reality and an omen of the 

future".3 

Despite  the  seriousness  of  the  diagnosis,  science  also 

offers a spark of hope. The IPCC states that we still have 

a  chance  to  secure  a  safe  and  livable  future,  but  the 

window for action is closing with breakneck speed.4 The 

path to avoiding the most dangerous and irreversible risks 

lies  through  "deep,  rapid  and  sustained"  reductions  in 

greenhouse gas emissions. If such cuts are implemented, 

the  report  indicates  with  high  confidence  that  we  could 

see  a  noticeable  slowdown  in  global  warming  within 

