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In "Early Tasmania," James Backhouse Walker offers a profound exploration of the island's formative years, deftly intertwining history, geography, and sociology to illuminate the complexities of early colonial life. Written in an eloquent yet accessible style, Walker's narrative combines meticulous research with vivid descriptive passages, placing the environmental and human elements of Tasmania within the broader context of colonial expansion in Australia. The text serves not only as a historical account but also engages with the moral implications of colonization, reflecting a rapidly evolving literary trend that sought to reconcile the brutalities of empire with emerging national identities. James Backhouse Walker, a prominent figure in Tasmanian history, was deeply influenced by his background as the son of a Quaker. His upbringing instilled in him a sense of social justice and a profound interest in nature. Walker's firsthand experiences as a botanist and historian uniquely positioned him to comment on the delicate balance between the exploitation of resources and preservation of the indigenous landscape, enriching his narrative with both scientific rigor and ethical contemplation. Readers seeking a comprehensive understanding of Tasmania's history will find "Early Tasmania" to be an invaluable resource. Walker's insightful observations and balanced perspective make this work essential for anyone interested in the nuances of colonial history, ecological concerns, and the ingrained legacies that shape modern Tasmania.
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In "A Short History of Australia," Ernest Scott offers a comprehensive chronicle of the nation's development, weaving together historical events, sociopolitical dynamics, and cultural evolution into a narrative that is both accessible and enlightening. The book is marked by its clear prose and meticulous attention to detail, reflecting a keen analytical eye. Scott situates Australia within the broader context of global history, exploring its colonial foundations, the impact of World War I and II, and the resulting transformations that have shaped contemporary Australian society. His methodical approach combines scholarly rigor with an engaging style that invites readers to reflect on the complexities and contradictions of Australian identity. Ernest Scott was a historian and academic deeply invested in Australia's national narrative. A professor at the University of Melbourne, Scott's scholarly background, combined with his personal experiences in a rapidly evolving Australia, informed his understanding of the nation's history. His commitment to revealing the nuances of Australia's past made him a pivotal figure in historical scholarship, and this work reflects his passion for making Australia's heritage accessible and relevant. This book is a valuable resource for anyone seeking to comprehend the multifaceted history of Australia, from its Indigenous cultures to its modern-day challenges. Whether you are a student, a history enthusiast, or simply curious about Australia, Scott's insightful analysis and engaging storytelling will enrich your understanding of this remarkable nation.
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In 'The History of Tasmania (Vol. 1&2)', John West embarks on a meticulous exploration of Tasmania's past, deftly weaving together social, political, and economic threads that define the island's unique identity. West's literary style is characterized by a rigorous attention to detail and a narrative that balances academic rigor with engaging prose, making the text both informative and accessible. Published in the mid-19th century, this seminal work is situated within a context of burgeoning Australian nationalism and is pivotal in framing Tasmania's role in the wider historical narrative of Australia. John West, a key figure in Australian historiography and journalism, was deeply influenced by his convictions regarding the importance of documenting and understanding Australia's indigenous and colonial history. His personal experiences and observations throughout Tasmania informed his passionate writing, positioning him as a critical voice in advocating for a more nuanced understanding of Australia's complex past. West's commitment to shedding light on the experiences of Indigenous peoples and colonial subjects is a reflection of his progressive ideals. For readers seeking a foundational text in Australian history, 'The History of Tasmania (Vol. 1&2)' is indispensable. West's thorough research and eloquent storytelling not only offer a captivating read but also challenge contemporary readers to reflect on the legacies of colonization and cultural memory. This work is essential for historians, students, and anyone interested in the rich tapestry of Tasmania's history.
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In "A Complete Account of the Settlement at Port Jackson," Watkin Tench offers a vivid and meticulous chronicle of the early days of the British penal settlement in Australia. Written with a combination of observational precision and personal reflection, Tench's work immerses the reader in the daily challenges, cultural interactions, and strategic developments of the fledgling colony. His narrative style fluidly blends factual reporting with engaging storytelling, capturing both the hardships of the settlers and the complexities of indigenous interactions, set against the backdrop of late 18th-century British imperial expansion. Watkin Tench was an officer of the First Fleet and an eyewitness to the unfolding history of Australia. His unique position allowed him to document not only the experiences of European settlers but also their encounters with the Aboriginal population. Through his writings, Tench sought to provide a comprehensive narrative that counters the often simplistic portrayals of colonization, reflecting both his educational background and his astute observations of human behavior under strain. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in Australian history, colonial studies, or the dynamics of cross-cultural encounters. Tench's nuanced perspective and candid observations render this work a vital resource for both scholars and casual readers, inviting them to contemplate the broader implications of colonization.
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In "The Genesis of Queensland," Henry Stuart Russell presents an authoritative examination of the formation and development of Queensland, meticulously detailing its geographical, social, and political evolution. Written in a rich, descriptive style emblematic of 19th-century colonial literature, Russell's narrative blends historical facts with personal anecdotes, offering readers a vivid portrayal of the region's early years. The book situates itself within the broader context of Australian colonial history, addressing themes of exploration, settlement, and Indigenous interactions while capturing the dynamic interplay of various forces that shaped the burgeoning colony. Henry Stuart Russell, a key figure in Queensland's early political landscape, was deeply influenced by the challenges and triumphs of colonial life. His experiences as a surveyor and public servant provided him with firsthand insights into the complexities of land, governance, and community building in an emerging society. Russell's commitment to documenting Queensland's history stemmed from a desire to reflect on the past and advocate for a cohesive understanding of identity and development among its settlers. I highly recommend "The Genesis of Queensland" to anyone interested in Australian history, colonial studies, or the intricate narratives that shape regional identities. Russell's profound insights and comprehensive research offer valuable perspectives for scholars and casual readers alike, making this work an essential addition to the field.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

Chapter I.
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The discovery of the eastern coast of New Holland was the result of that laudable and beneficial spirit of enterprize and investigation, which conferred on the name of Captain Cook so just a claim to posthumous gratitude and immortal renown. Four months of his first voyage round the world, this celebrated circumnavigator dedicated to the exploration of this hitherto unknown tract of the universe, stretching, from the north-east to the south-west, to an extent of nearly two thousand miles, to which he gave the name of New South Wales. After hovering about the coast for some time, he at length came to an anchorage in the only harbour which appeared to him commodious; and which, in consequence of the innumerable varieties of herbage which were found on shore, he called Botany Bay. In this spot he remained some days, employing himself in making those observations which suggested themselves to his capacious mind; and, from his report of the situation of the country--of its apparent extent, climate, and surface, the British Government was induced to relinquish those intentions which had been previously entertained, and to fix upon this spot, as the best adapted for the establishment of a settlement, whither those unhappy delinquents might be conveyed, whose offences against the laws had rendered their further residence in their native land, incompatible with the welfare of society.

According to this determination, Governor Phillip was sent to this new continent, where he arrived on the 20th of January, 1788, with eight hundred convicts, and a portion of marines, and laid the foundation of the new settlement, which continued gradually to improve under his government, until the close of the year 1792. Numberless obstructions existed, during this early period, to check the growth of the colony; amongst the principal of which may be remarked:--1st, the discordant materials of which the settlement was to be constructed; 2dly, the disputes with the natives; and 3dly, the occasional pressure of want, which, for a long time, was unavoidable, on account of its remoteness from the European quarter. The continual disorders amongst the convicts, which no lenity could assuage, no severity effectually check, were injurious to the well-doing of the colony, whose true interests required a combination of reciprocal confidence and mutual exertion; but on men inured to crime, and hardened in guilt--on men almost divested of the common principles and feelings of their species--on those whom a course of depravity had rendered obnoxious to every other pursuit, it was not possible to make impressions of a liberal and enlightened nature. Their intentions uniformly tended to vice, and no good was to be expected from them, except such as was the effect of compulsory measures; so that the task which industry might have achieved with comparative ease, proved, under existing circumstances, a work of difficulty, requiring time and perseverance to bring it to the desired perfection. It was not to the commission of depredations upon each other that the restless and dishonest dispositions of the convicts confined themselves, even the poor and miserable natives of the country were made the dupes of a system of knavery which they could not penetrate; and their spears, their shields, their canoes, and their persons, were equally exposed to the violence of the new settlers. It was easy to foresee the consequences of such conduct: the natives at first discovered symptoms of justifiable reserve, and subsequently adopted steps of an hostile complexion, several unfortunate convicts being found murdered in the woods. In vain did the governor issue order after order, and proclamation after proclamation; insults still continued to be offered to the natives, and such acts of retaliation ensued as circumstances would allow. Governor Phillip, himself, was wounded by a spear which one of the savages threw at him, under the influence of a momentary apprehension. Another evil to which the colony was subjected, arose from the pressure of occasional scarcity, which relaxed the sinews of industry, where it did exist, or strengthened the pretexts of indolence: when men were reduced from a plentiful allowance, to a weekly ration, which scarcely sufficed to preserve existence; when the storehouses were almost empty of provisions, and the boundless ocean presented no object of relief to the aching and strained eyes of the sufferers; and when the busy mind painted to itself the dangers, inseparable from a voyage of such length, which might intervene to delay the arrival of succours, until horror and wretchedness should have been heightened to the utmost; no inclination to laborious exertion existed, and no hand had the power to wield and employ the implements of toil. The progress of the settlement towards maturity was necessarily retarded; and the operations which proceeded, at these periods of general debility, were compelled to move with a slowness which afforded but a faint promise of speedy perfection. Under this combination of disadvantages, it affords proof of no common perseverance to find, that the settlement had been scarcely established four years, before two towns were formed, and the colony seemed rapidly advancing to the appearance of maturity.

Governor Phillip sailed to England on the 11th of December, 1792, when Lieutenant-Governor Grose succeeded to the government; and, during his period, the improvements in the settlement assumed a more decisive and favourable aspect. The settlers were now enabled to sell corn to the public stores, all of which the commissary received directions to purchase at a given price: passage-boats were licensed and established between the towns of Sydney and Parramatta, and the number of settlers began to increase in a rapid portion. On the 15th of December, 1794, Lieutenant-Governor Grose left the colony for England, and Captain Paterson, of the New South Wales corps, assumed the government until the arrival of Governor Hunter, who came out in the Reliance, on the 7th of September, 1795, and entered upon the functions of his important office without delay.

One of the first acts of the new governor was the establishment of a printing-press, the advantages of which soon became obvious, in the more ready communication of all orders for the regulation of the settlement.

The bulls and cows which had been originally brought over to the new continent had, by the carelessness of their keeper, been suffered to stray into the woods, and every subsequent search after them had proved ineffectual until this period, when a fine and numerous herd of wild cattle was discovered in the interior of the country, which was evidently the progeny of the animals which had been so long lost to the colony. The protection of this wild herd and its increase became a matter of public interest, since it would, hereafter, serve as a valuable resource, in case of necessity; and measures were accordingly adopted to prevent any encroachment on that liberty which it had preserved above seven years.

In the commencement of the year 1796, a play-house was opened at Sydney, under the sanction of the governor, who, while he laboured to promote the public weal, was not less anxious to extend to individuals the enjoyments and privileges which were compatible with the good of the colony. Towards the close of the same year, the houses in Sydney and Parramatta were numbered, and divided into portions, each of which was placed under the superintendance of a principal inhabitant. The county of Cumberland was assessed, a few months afterwards, for the erection of a country gaol; and the peaceable inhabitants of the colony had the speedy satisfaction to perceive a building of such utility put into hand; for such had been the recent increase of crimes, and so greatly had the settlement been annoyed by the desperate and atrocious conduct of the disorderly part of the community, that it became an object of necessity to adopt some stronger measures than those which had hitherto been put in force, to secure the prosperity and tranquillity of a community which was now so rapidly growing in extent and importance. A town-clock was also erected in Sydney, a luxury which had been hitherto unknown, and affords evidence of the gradual maturation of the settlement; and, indeed, the whole of this enumeration is calculated to impress the reader with an idea of the rapid strides which the few last years had enabled the colonists to make in the path of respectability. The natives had been, of late years, perfectly reconciled to their new countrymen; and, although their attachment to their accustomed habits and situations induced them to abstain from taking up new residences, and from mixing indiscriminately with the Europeans, they had become comparatively social, and commenced an intercourse which was calculated to rivet the prosperity of the colony. Those insulting attacks and sanguinary recriminations which had disgraced the earlier years of the establishment, no longer existed, to disturb the tranquillity and excite the alarms of the settlers; many of the convicts had reformed their lives, and, instead of being examples of depravity, had turned to habits of industry, and endeavoured to benefit that society on which they had formerly preyed; while the apprehensions of famine had entirely vanished before the improvements in the agriculture of the country: the stock had increased wonderfully; the granaries and storehouses were amply supplied; and the ground brought forth more produce, as its nature became better understood, and the most advantageous methods of tillage were discovered.

The peace of the colony was threatened, however, in the year 1800, by the seditious conduct of a number of Irish convicts who had recently arrived in this country, and who had laboured, with ceaseless exertions, to disseminate their pernicious and absurd doctrines amongst the prisoners. They had assembled frequently for the purpose of accelerating their diabolical views, and a Roman Catholic priest, named Harold, who was discovered to be one of the instigators and originators of the scheme of insurrection, was taken into custody. Voluntary associations were embodied, and every measure of prudent precaution was promptly adopted, to prevent the expansion of principles which are totally subversive of all order, and of the best interests of civilized society. It may easily be supposed, that amongst such characters as composed the colony, there must be numbers to whom these sentiments of insubordination must be congenial, and who would eagerly grasp at any projects, however absurd and impracticable, the proposed object of which was their emancipation from the punishment which their crimes had drawn upon them. Men who have obtained a proficiency in crime, and are callous to the voice of conscience, science, are seldom very choice as to the degree of the criminality which they are inclined to commit; and it is highly creditable to Governor Hunter's prudence and skilful management, that the settlement was at this moment preserved from the horrors and consequences of internal commotion.
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