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Introduction: Unveiling the Mysteries of Sorcery in Morocco

Sorcery, an age-old enigma, has traversed the annals of human history, acknowledged by diverse religious doctrines as an undeniable reality. Today, tales of jinn, mythical creatures, and magical lore pervade our consciousness, capturing the imagination of societies worldwide. In Morocco, a resurgence of self-proclaimed fortune-tellers, purported wielders of magic, has become a prominent discourse, captivating the minds of many.

Amidst this tapestry of mysticism, an unsettling trend emerges; individuals seek solace in the promises of sorcerers, enticed by the allure of their alleged abilities to ward off evil or predict the future. Deceptive practitioners prey on the vulnerable, weaving intricate webs of deceit to establish dominance over their unsuspecting victims. The phenomenon extends beyond mere charlatanism, infiltrating the fabric of Moroccan society, influencing beliefs, behaviors, and aspirations.

This research endeavors to unravel the complex web of sorcery, examining its intersections with Islam, science, and Moroccan culture. Divided into two main parts – theoretical and practical – it offers insights into the historical underpinnings of sorcery, alongside an exploration of its manifestations in contemporary Moroccan society.

In the theoretical realm, we delve into the origins of sorcery, elucidating its fundamental principles and delving into the Quranic and Sunnah references to jinn and magic. Moreover, we scrutinize the ethical implications of sorcery within Islamic teachings, dissecting its impact on practitioners and clientele alike. Additionally, a scientific lens is applied, dissecting sorcery's intersection with medicine and psychology and science, shedding light on its multifaceted nature.

Transitioning to the practical realm, our focus narrows on the unique nuances of sorcery in Moroccan society. We probe the intricate relationship between women and black magic, unraveling the psychological, economic, and social drivers behind its practice. Further exploration unveils the myriad forms and rituals of sorcery prevalent in Morocco, with particular emphasis on the Kelaa Des Sraghna region. Lastly, we uncover the protective and healing methods employed by Moroccans, from revered saints to herbal remedies, highlighting their integral role in the cultural fabric.

This exploration into sorcery in Morocco is not merely academic but holds profound implications for societal well-being. By shedding light on its prevalence and impact, we aspire to foster awareness and catalyze positive change. Our hope is that this endeavor serves as a beacon, guiding individuals away from the shadows of sorcery and towards the light of repentance and spiritual enlightenment. Through knowledge and understanding, may we safeguard our communities and protect the sanctity of our collective psyche.



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


Chapter 1: History and General Definitions
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	Brief History


Sorcery, a pervasive phenomenon, has traversed human history since antiquity, leaving an indelible mark on cultures worldwide, including Morocco. While Morocco did not birth sorcery, it inherited it, and its effects have been profound and often catastrophic, disrupting families and causing widespread harm.

The origins of sorcery can be traced to a time when humanity existed without organized religion, susceptible to the allure of the supernatural. It is said that demons seized this opportunity to teach magic, spreading malevolence among people. Babylon, under Solomon's reign, became renowned for its encouragement of magical practices, with people investing significant resources in learning these arcane arts.

Solomon, recognizing the danger posed by magic, collected and buried all magical texts beneath his throne. However, upon his death, these texts resurfaced, and the spread of sorcery accelerated. Babylon remained a hub for magical pursuits, esteemed as one of the most prized arts.

Persians and Egyptians also exhibited a reliance on magic, with Egypt particularly embracing sorcery during the time of the pharaohs. In Morocco, ancient beliefs in devotional and magical practices persisted, evident in the reverence for natural elements and the worship of ancestral spirits.

Throughout Moroccan history, various dynasties, notably the Almoravids and Almohads, fostered the proliferation of magic and witchcraft. Markets teemed with practitioners, and even royalty consulted astrologers for guidance. The diverse influences of traders, invaders, and indigenous peoples contributed to Morocco's reputation for sorcery.

	General Definitions



	
Sorcery: Sorcery encompasses practices or spells, especially black magic, aimed at harnessing occult forces or evil spirits to control and manipulate events and individuals.


	
Sihr (Magic): Sihr involves an agreement between a sorcerer and Satan (evil Jinn), often involving illicit acts, in exchange for assistance from Satan.


	
Possession of Jinn: This occurs when one or more evil spirits or demons inhabit a human body, taking complete control of the victim's body and mind. Possession may occur for various reasons, including love, revenge, or at the behest of a sorcerer.


	
Black Magic: An ancient art of magic focused on harming others, utilizing incantations and psychic powers for domination and malevolent purposes.


	
Evil Eye: Widely believed across many cultures, including Moroccan, the evil eye is thought to be a glance capable of causing harm or misfortune to the person it targets, often due to envy or ill-will. Additionally, the term refers to the perceived ability of certain individuals to inflict harm or bad luck through such envious or malevolent gazes.


	
Envy: Envy is an insidious emotion that arises when an individual covets another's superior qualities, achievements, or possessions, wishing that the other lacked them. It stems from a sense of discontent or resentment towards the perceived advantages of another.


	
Witchcraft: Witchcraft encompasses the use of sorcery or magic, often involving communication with the devil or with familiar spirits. In the context of medieval law, witchcraft was defined as invoking evil spirits, consulting with them, forming alliances with them, or engaging in any activities aimed at harnessing their powers for malevolent purposes.




These definitions provide a foundational understanding of the diverse manifestations and implications of sorcery in Moroccan culture and beyond.
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