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THE mediumship of Eusapia Palladino marks an important stage
  in the history of psychical research, because she was the first medium for
  physical phenomena to be examined by a large number of eminent men of
  science. The chief manifestations that occurred with her were the movement of
  objects without contact, the levitation of a table and other objects, the
  levitation of the medium, the appearance of materialized hands and faces,
  lights, and the playing of musical instruments without human contact. All
  these phenomena took place, as we have seen, at a much earlier date with the
  medium D.D. Home, but when Sir William Crookes invited his scientific
  brethren to come and examine them they declined. Now for the first time these
  strange facts were the subject of prolonged investigation by men of European
  reputation. Needless to say, these experimenters were at first sceptical in
  the highest degree, and so-called "tests" (those often silly precautions
  which may defeat the very object aimed at) were the order of the day. No
  medium in the whole world has been more rigidly tested than this one, and
  since she was able to convince the vast majority of her sitters, it is clear
  that her mediumship was of no ordinary type. It is little use pointing out
  that no psychic researcher should be admitted to the séance room without at
  least some elementary knowledge of the complexities of mediumship and the
  right conditions for its unfoldment, or without, for instance, an
  understanding of the basic truth that it is not the medium alone, but the
  sitters equally, who are factors in the success of the experiment. Not one
  scientific man in a thousand recognizes this, and the fact that Eusapia
  triumphed in spite of such a tremendous handicap is an eloquent tribute to
  her powers.

The mediumistic career of this humble, illiterate Neapolitan woman, of
  surpassing interest as well as of extreme importance in its results, supplies
  yet another instance of the lowly being used as the instrument to shatter the
  sophistries of the learned. Eusapia was born on January 21, 1854, and died in
  1918. Her mediumship began to manifest itself when she was about fourteen
  years of age. Her mother died at her birth, and her father when she was
  twelve years old. At the house of friends with whom she went to stay she was
  persuaded to sit at a table with others. At the end of ten minutes the table
  was levitated, the chairs began to dance, the curtains in the room to swell,
  and glasses and bottles to move about. Each sitter was tested in turn to
  discover who was responsible for the movements, and in the end it was decided
  that Eusapia was the medium. She took no interest in the proceedings, and
  only consented to have further sittings to please her hosts and prevent
  herself from being sent to a convent. It was not until her twenty-second or
  twenty-third year that her Spiritualistic education began, and then,
  according to M. Flammarion, it was directed by an ardent Spiritualist, Signor
  Damiani.

In connexion with this period Eusapia relates a singular incident. At
  Naples an English lady who had become the wife of Signor Damiani was told at
  a table séance by a spirit, giving the name of John King, to seek out a woman
  named Eusapia, the street and the number of the house being specified. He
  said she was a powerful medium through whom he intended to manifest. Madame
  Damiani went to the address indicated and found Eusapia Palladino, of whom
  she had not previously heard. The two women held a séance and John King
  controlled the medium, whose guide or control he continued ever after to
  be.

Her first introduction to the European scientific world came through
  Professor Chiaia, of Naples, who in 1888 published in a journal issued in
  Rome a letter to Professor Lombroso, detailing his experiences and inviting
  this celebrated alienist to investigate the medium for himself. It was not
  until 1891 that Lombroso accepted this invitation, and in February of that
  year he had two sittings with Eusapia in Naples. He was converted, and wrote:
  "I am filled with confusion and regret that I combated with so much
  persistence the possibility of the facts called Spiritualistic." His
  conversion led many important scientific men in Europe to investigate, and
  from now onward Madame Palladino was kept busy for many years with test
  sittings.

Lombroso's Naples sittings in 1891 were followed by the Milan Commission
  in 1892, which included Professor Schiaparelli, Director of the Observatory
  of Milan; Professor Gerosa, Chair of Physics; Ermacora, Doctor of Natural
  Philosophy; M. Aksakof, Councillor of State to the Emperor of Russia; Charles
  du Prel, Doctor of Philosophy in Munich; and Professor Charles Richet, of the
  University of Paris. Seventeen sittings were held. Then came investigations
  in Naples in 1893; in Rome, 1893-4; in Warsaw, and France, in 1894 —
  the latter under the direction of Professor Richet, Sir Oliver Lodge, Mr.
  F.W.H. Myers, and Dr. Ochorowicz; in 1895 at Naples; and in the same year in
  England, at Cambridge, in the house of Mr. F.W.H. Myers, in the presence of
  Professor and Mrs. Sidgwick, Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr. Richard Hodgson. They
  were continued in 1895 in France at the house of Colonel de Rochas; in 1896
  at Tremezzo, at Auteuil, and at Choisy Yvrac; in 1897 at Naples, Rome, Paris,
  Montfort, and Bordeaux; in Paris in November, 1898, in the presence of a
  scientific committee composed of MM. Flammarion, Charles Richet, A. de
  Rochas, Victorien Sardou, Jules Claretie, Adolphe Bisson, G. Delanne, G. de
  Fontenay, and others; also in 1901 at the Minerva Club in Geneva, in the
  presence of Professors Porro, Morselli, Bozzano, Venzano, Lombroso, Vassalo,
  and others. There were many other experimental sittings with scientific men,
  both in Europe and in America.

Professor Chiaia, in his letter to Professor Lombroso already referred to,
  gave this picturesque description of the phenomena occurring with Eusapia. He
  invited him to observe a special case which he considers worthy of the
  serious attention of the mind of a Lombroso, and continues:

The case I allude to is that of an invalid woman who belongs
  to the humblest class of society. She is nearly thirty years old and very
  ignorant; her look is neither fascinating nor endowed with the power which
  modern criminologists call irresistible; but when she wishes, be it by day or
  by night, she can divert a curious group for an hour or so with the most
  surprising phenomena. Either bound to a seat or firmly held by the hands of
  the curious, she attracts to her the articles of furniture which surround
  her, lifts them up, holds them suspended in the air like Mahomet's coffin,
  and makes them come down again with undulatory movements, as if they were
  obeying her will. She increases their weight or lessens it according to her
  pleasure. She raps or taps upon the walls, the ceiling, the floor, with fine
  rhythm and cadence. In response to the requests of the spectators, something
  like flashes of electricity shoot forth from her body, and envelop her or
  enwrap the spectators of these marvellous scenes. She draws upon cards that
  you hold out, everything that you want—figures, signatures, numbers,
  sentences—by just stretching out her hand toward the indicated
  place.

If you place in the corner of the room a vessel containing a
  layer of soft clay, you find after some moments the imprint in it of a small
  or a large hand, the image of a face (front view or profile) from which a
  plaster cast can be taken. In this way portraits of a face taken at different
  angles have been preserved, and those who desire so to do can thus make
  serious and important studies.

This woman rises in the air, no matter what bands tie her
  down. She seems to be upon the empty air, as on a couch, contrary to all the
  laws of gravity; she plays on musical instruments—organs, bells,
  tambourines — as if they had been touched by her hands or moved by the
  breath of invisible gnomes. This woman at times can increase her stature by
  more than four inches.

Professor Lombroso, as we have seen, was interested enough by this graphic
  account to investigate, with the result that he was converted. The Milan
  Committee (1892), the next to experiment, say in their report:

It is impossible to count the number of times that a hand
  appeared and was touched by one of us. Suffice it to say that doubt was no
  longer possible. It was indeed a living human hand which we saw and touched,
  while at the same time the bust and arms of the medium remained visible, and
  her hands were held by those on either side of her.

Many phenomena occurred in the light supplied by two candles and an
  oil-lamp, and the same occurrences were witnessed in full light when the
  medium was in trance. Dr. Ochorowicz persuaded Eusapia to visit Warsaw in
  1894., and the experiments there were in the presence of men and women
  eminent in scientific and philosophical circles. The record of these sittings
  says that partial and complete levitations of the table and many other
  physical phenomena were obtained. These levitations occurred while both the
  medium's feet were visible in the light, and when her feet were tied and held
  by a sitter kneeling under the table.
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After the sittings at Professor Richet's house on the Ile Roubaud in 1894,
  Sir Oliver Lodge in the course of his report to the English Society for
  Psychical Research said:

However the facts are to be explained, the possibility of
  the facts I am constrained to admit. There is no further room in my mind for
  doubt. Any person without invincible prejudice who had had the same
  experience would have come to the same broad conclusion, viz.: that things
  hitherto held impossible do actually occur. The result of my experience is to
  convince me that certain phenomena usually considered abnormal do belong to
  the order of nature, and, as a corollary from this, that these phenomena
  ought to be investigated and recorded by persons and societies interested in
  natural knowledge.*

* Journal Of The S.P.R., Vol. VI, Nov. 1894., pp.
  334, 360.

At the meeting at which Sir Oliver Lodge's report was read, Sir William
  Crookes drew attention to the resemblance of the phenomena occurring with
  Eusapia to those that happened in the presence of D.D. Home. Sir Oliver
  Lodge's report was adversely criticized by Dr. Richard Hodgson, then absent
  in the United States, and as a consequence Eusapia Palladino and Dr. Hodgson
  were invited to England, and a series of sittings were held at Cambridge at
  the house of Mr. F.W.H. Myers in August and September, 1895. These "Cambridge
  Experiments," as they were called, were for the most part unsuccessful, and
  it was claimed that the medium was repeatedly detected in fraud. A great deal
  has been written on both sides in the acute controversy that followed. It is
  enough to say that competent observers refused to accept this verdict on
  Eusapia, and that they roundly condemned the methods adopted by the Cambridge
  group of experimenters.

It is interesting to recall that an American reporter, on the occasion of
  Eusapia's visit to his country in 1910, bluntly asked the medium if she had
  ever been caught tricking. Here is Eusapia's frank reply: "Many times I have
  been told so. You see, it is like this. Some people are at the table who
  expect tricks—in fact, they want them. I am in a trance. Nothing
  happens. They get impatient. They think of the tricks—nothing but
  tricks. They put their mind on the tricks, and—I—and I
  automatically respond. But it is not often. They merely will me to do them.
  That is all." This sounds like Eusapia's ingenious adoption of a defence she
  has heard others make on her behalf. At the same time it has no doubt an
  element of truth in it, the psychological side of mediumship being little
  understood.

Two important observations may be made in this connexion. First, as Dr.
  Hereward Carrington pointed out, various experiments conducted with the
  object of duplicating the phenomena by fraudulent means resulted in complete
  failure in almost every case. Second, that the Cambridge sitters were
  apparently entirely ignorant of the existence and operation of what may be
  called the "ectoplasmic limb," a phenomenon observed in the case of Slade and
  other mediums. Carrington says: "All the objections Mrs. Sidgwick raises
  might be met if we could suppose that Eusapia materializes for the time being
  a third arm, which produces these phenomena, and which recedes into her body
  at the conclusion of a phenomenon." Now, strange as it may appear, this is
  just the conclusion to which abundant evidence points. As early as 1894. Sir
  Oliver Lodge saw what he describes as an "appearance as of extra limbs,"
  continuous with Eusapia's body or very close to it. With that assurance which
  ignorance so often assumes, the editorial comment in the Journal Of The
  Society for Psychical Research, wherein Sir Oliver's account was printed,
  says: "It is hardly necessary to remark that the continuity of the 'spirit'
  limbs with the body of the medium is prima facie a circumstance
  strongly suggestive of fraud."

But later scientific investigators amply confirm Sir Oliver Lodge's
  surmise. Professor Bottazzi states:

Another time, later on, the same hand was placed on my right
  forearm, without squeezing it. On this occasion I not only carried my left
  hand to the spot, but I looked, so I could see and feel at the same time: I
  saw a human hand, of natural colour, and I felt with mine the fingers and the
  back of a lukewarm, nervous, rough hand. The hand dissolved, and (I saw it
  with my eyes) retreated as if into Madame Palladino's body, describing a
  curve. I confess that I felt some doubt as to whether Eusapia's left hand
  had freed itself from my right hand, to reach my forearm, but at the same
  instant I was able to prove to myself that the doubt was groundless, because
  our two hands were still in contact in the ordinary way. If all the observed
  phenomena of the seven séances were to disappear from my memory, this one I
  could never forget.

Professor Galeotti, in July, 1907, plainly saw what he called the doubling
  of the left arm of the medium. He exclaimed: "Look, I see two left arms,
  identical in appearance! One is on the little table, and it is that which M.
  Bottazzi touches, and the other seems to come out of her shoulder—to
  approach her, and touch her, and then return and melt into her body again.
  This is not an hallucination." At a séance in July, 1905, at the house of M.
  Berisso, when Eusapia's hands were thoroughly controlled and visible to all,
  Dr. Venzano and others present "distinctly saw a hand and an arm covered by a
  dark sleeve issue from the front and upper part of the right shoulder of the
  medium." Much similar testimony might be given.

Towards a study of the complexities of mediumship, especially with
  Eusapia, the following case is deserving of serious attention. In a sitting
  with Professor Morselli, Eusapia had been detected liberating her hand from
  the professor's grasp and stretching it out to reach a trumpet which was on
  the table. She was prevented, however, from doing this. The report then
  says:

At this moment, while the control was certainly more
  rigorous than ever, the trumpet was raised from the table and disappeared
  into the cabinet, passing between the medium and Dr. Morselli. Evidently the
  medium had attempted to do with her hand what she subsequently did
  mediumistically. Such a futile and foolish attempt at fraud is inexplicable.
  There is no doubt about the matter; this time the medium did not touch, and
  could not touch, the trumpet; and even if she could have touched it she could
  not have conveyed it into the cabinet, which was behind her back.

It may be mentioned that a corner of the room was curtained off to form
  what is called a "cabinet" (i.e. an enclosure to gather "power") and that
  Eusapia, unlike most other mediums, sat outside it, about a foot distant from
  the curtains behind her.

The Society for Psychical Research in 1895 had decided that Eusapia's
  phenomena were all fraudulent, and would have no more to do with her. But on
  the Continent of Europe group after group of scientific inquirers, adopting
  the most rigorous precautions, endorsed Eusapia's powers. Then in 1908 the
  Society for Psychical Research decided to investigate this medium once more.
  It nominated three of its most capable sceptics. One, Mr. W. W. Baggally, a
  member of the Council, had been investigating psychic phenomena for more than
  thirty-five years, and during that time—with the exception, perhaps, of
  a few incidents at a séance with Eusapia a few years before—had never
  witnessed a single genuine physical phenomenon. "Throughout his
  investigations he had invariably detected fraud, and nothing but fraud."
  Also, he was an expert conjurer. Mr. Everard Feilding, the honorary secretary
  of the society, had been investigating for some ten years, but "during all
  that time he had never seen one physical phenomenon which appeared to him to
  be conclusively proved," unless, again, perhaps in the case of a séance with
  Eusapia. Dr. Hereward Carrington, the third of the nominees, though he had
  attended countless séances, could say, until he sat with Eusapia, "I had
  never seen one single manifestation of the physical order which I could
  consider genuine."

At first blush this record of the three investigators seems like a
  crushing blow to the assumptions of the Spiritualists. But in the
  investigation of Eusapia Palladino this trio of sceptics met their Waterloo.
  The full story of their long and patient research of this medium at Naples
  will be found in Dr. Hereward Carrington's book, "Eusapia Palladino and Her
  Phenomena" (1909).

As evidence of the careful investigation of scientific investigators on
  the Continent, we may mention that Professor Morselli noted no fewer than
  thirty nine distinct types of phenomena occurring with Eusapia Palladino.

The following incidents may be mentioned because they can well be classed
  under the heading "Foolproof." Of a séance in Rome in 1894, in the presence
  of Professor Richet, Dr. Schrenck Notzing, Professor Lombroso, and others,
  the report says:

Hoping to obtain the movement of an object without contact,
  we placed a little piece of paper folded in the form of the letter "A" under
  a glass, and upon a disc of light pasteboard. Not being successful in this,
  we did not wish to fatigue the medium, and we left the apparatus upon the
  large table; then we took our places around the little table, after having
  carefully shut all the doors, the keys of which I begged my guests to put in
  their pockets, in order that we might not be accused of not having taken all
  necessary precautions.

The light was extinguished. Soon we heard the glass resound
  on our table, and having procured a light, we found it in the midst of us, in
  the same position, upside down, and covering the little piece of paper; only
  the cardboard disc was wanting. We sought for it in vain. The séance ended. I
  conducted my guests once more into the antechamber. M. Richet was the first
  to open the door—well bolted on the inside. What was not his surprise
  when he perceived near to the threshold of the door, on the other side of it,
  upon the staircase, the disc that we had sought for so long! He picked it up,
  and it was identified by all as the card placed under the glass.

A strong objective proof worth recording is the fact that M. de Fontenay
  photographed various hands appearing over Eusapia's head, and in one
  photograph the medium's hands can be seen to be securely held by the
  investigators. Reproductions of these photographs are given in the "Annals of
  Psychical Science" (April, 1908, p. 181 et seq.).

At the sixth and last séance of the series at Genoa with Professor
  Morselli in 1906-7, an effective test was devised. The medium was tied to the
  couch with a thick, broad band, of the kind used in asylums to fasten down
  maniacs, and capable of being tied very tightly without cutting the flesh.
  Morselli, with experience as an alienist, performed the operation, and also
  secured the wrists and ankles. After a red electric lamp of ten-candle power
  had been lighted, the table, which was free from all contact, moved from time
  to time, small lights were seen and a hand. At one stage the curtains in
  front of the cabinet opened, giving a view of the medium lying securely
  bound. "The phenomena," says an account, "were inexplicable considering that
  the position rendered movement on her part impossible."

Here, in conclusion, are two accounts, out of many, of convincing
  materializations. The first is related by Dr. Joseph Venzano in the "Annals
  of Psychical Science" (Vol. VI, p. 164., September, 1907). Light was provided
  by a candle, enabling the figure of the medium to be seen:

In spite of the dimness of the light I could distinctly see
  Madame Palladino and my fellow sitters. Suddenly I perceived that behind me
  was a form, fairly tall, which was leaning its head on my left shoulder and
  sobbing violently, so that those present could hear the sobs: it kissed me
  repeatedly. I clearly perceived the outlines of this face, which touched my
  own, and I felt the very fine and abundant hair in contact with my left
  cheek, so that I could be quite sure that it was a woman. The table then
  began to move, and by typtology gave the name of a close family connexion who
  was known to no one present except myself. She had died some time before, and
  on account of incompatibility of temperament there had been serious
  disagreements with her. I was so far from expecting this typtological
  response that I at first thought this was a case of coincidence of name, but
  while I was mentally forming this reflection I felt a mouth, with warm
  breath, touch my left ear and whisper, in a low voice in Genoese
  dialect, a succession of sentences, the murmur of which was audible to
  the sitters. These sentences were broken by bursts of weeping, and their gist
  was repeatedly to implore pardon for injuries done to me, with a fullness of
  detail connected with family affairs which could only be known to the person
  in question. The phenomenon seemed so real that I felt compelled to reply to
  the excuses offered me with expressions of affection, and to ask pardon in my
  turn if any resentment of the wrongs referred to had been excessive. But I
  had scarcely uttered the first syllables when two hands, with exquisite
  delicacy, applied themselves to my lips and prevented my continuing. The form
  then said to me, "Thank you," embraced me, kissed me, and disappeared.

With other mediums there have been finer materializations than this one,
  and in better light, but in this case there was internal, mental evidence of
  identity.

The last example we shall give occurred in Paris, in 1898, at a sitting at
  which M. Flammarion was present, when M. Le Bocain addressed a materialized
  spirit in Arabic, saying: "If it is really thou, Rosalie, who art in the
  midst of us, pull the hair on the back of my head three times in succession."
  About ten minutes later, and when M. Le Bocain had almost completely
  forgotten his request, he felt his hair pulled three separate times, just as
  he had desired. He says: "I certify this fact, which, besides, formed for me
  a most convincing proof of the presence of a familiar spirit close about us."
  He adds that it is hardly necessary to say that Eusapia knows no Arabic.

Opponents and a section of psychic researchers contend that the evidence
  for phenomena occurring at séances is of little value because the usual
  observers have no knowledge of the resources of conjurers. In New York in
  1910 Dr. Hereward Carrington took with him to a séance given by Eusapia, Mr.
  Howard Thurston, whom he describes as the most noted magician in America. Mr.
  Thurston who, with his assistant, controlled the hands and feet of the medium
  in a good light, wrote:

I witnessed in person the table levitations of Madame
  Eusapia Palladinoand am thoroughly convinced that the phenomena I saw were
  not due to fraud and were not performed by the aid of her feet, knees, or
  hands.

He offered to give a thousand dollars to a charitable institution if it
  could be proved that this medium could not levitate the table without resort
  to trickery or fraud.

It will be asked what has been the outcome of all the years of
  investigation conducted with this medium. A number of scientists holding with
  Sir David Brewster that "Spirit" is the last thing they will give in to have
  invented ingenious hypotheses to account for the phenomena, of the genuine
  nature of which they are fully convinced. Colonel de Rochas tried to explain
  them by what he called "exteriorization of motivity." M. de Fontenay spoke of
  a dynamic theory of matter; others believe in "ectenic force" and "collective
  consciousness," and the action of the subconscious mind, but those cases,
  well authenticated, where the operation of an independent intelligence is
  clearly shown, make these attempted explanations untenable. Various
  experimenters were forced to adopt the Spiritualist hypothesis as the only
  one that explained all the facts in a reasonable way. Dr. Venzano says:

In the greater number of the materialized forms perceived by us either by
  sight, contact, or hearing, we were able to recognize points of resemblance
  to deceased persons, generally our relatives, unknown to the medium and known
  only to those present who were concerned with the phenomena.

Dr. Hereward Carrington speaks with no uncertain voice. Regarding Mrs.
  Sidgwick's opinion that it is useless to speculate whether the phenomena are
  Spiritualistic in character, or whether they represent "some unknown
  biological law," until the facts themselves have been established, he says:
  "I must say that before I obtained my sittings I, too, took Mrs. Sidgwick's
  view." And he continues: "My own sittings convinced me finally and
  conclusively that genuine phenomena do occur, and, that being the case, the
  question of their interpretation naturally looms before me. I think that not
  only is the Spiritualistic hypothesis justified as a working theory, but it
  is, in fact, the only one capable of rationally explaining the facts."*

* Eusapia Palladino and Her Phenomena, by Hereward
  Carrington Ph.D., pp. 250-1.

The mediumship of Eusapia Palladino, as we said at the outset, was similar
  to that of others, but she had the advantage of enlisting the attention of
  men of influence whose published accounts of her phenomena have had a weight
  not given to the utterances of less well-known people. Lombroso in particular
  has recorded his convictions in his well-known book, "After Death —
  What?" (1909). Eusapia was the means of demonstrating the reality of certain
  facts not accepted by orthodox science. It is easier for the world to deny
  these facts than to explain them, and that is the course usually adopted.

Those who try to explain away all Eusapia's mediumship by alluding to her
  superficial habit of playing conscious or unconscious tricks upon the sitters
  are simply deceiving themselves. That such tricks are played is beyond all
  question. Lombroso, who entirely endorses the validity of her mediumship,
  describes the tricks thus:

Many are the crafty tricks she plays, both in the state of
  trance (unconsciously) and out of it—for example, freeing one of her
  two hands, held by the controllers, for the sake of moving objects near her;
  making touches; slowly lifting the legs of the table by means of one of her
  knees and one of her feet; and feigning to adjust her hair and then slyly
  pulling out one hair and putting it over the little balance tray of a
  letter-weigher in order to lower it. She was seen by Faifofer, before her
  séances, furtively gathering flowers in a garden, that she might feign them
  to be "apports" by availing herself of the shrouding dark of the room. And
  yet her deepest grief is when she is accused of trickery during the séances
  —accused unjustly, too, sometimes, it must be confessed, because we are
  now sure that phantasmal limbs are superimposed (or added to) her own and act
  as their substitute, while all the time they were believed to be her own
  limbs detected in the act of cozening for their owner's behoof.

In her visit to America, which was late in life when her powers were at a
  low ebb, she was detected in these obvious tricks and offended her sitters to
  such an extent that they discarded her, but Howard Thurston, the famous
  conjurer, narrates that he determined to disregard these things and continued
  the sitting, with the result that he obtained an undoubted materialization.
  Another well-known sitter deposed that at the very moment when he was
  reproaching her for moving some object with her hand, another object, quite
  out of her reach, moved across the table. Her case is certainly a peculiar
  one, for it may be most truthfully said of her that no medium has ever more
  certainly been proved to have psychic powers, and no medium was ever more
  certainly a cheat upon occasions. Here, as always, it is the positive result
  which counts.

Eusapia had a peculiar depression of her parietal bone, due, it is said,
  to some accident in her childhood. Such physical defects are very often
  associated with strong mediumship. It is as if the bodily weakness caused
  what may be described as a dislocation of the soul, so that it is more
  detached and capable of independent action. Thus Mrs. Piper's mediumship
  followed upon two internal operations, Home's went with the tubercular
  diathesis, and many other cases might be quoted. Her nature was hysterical,
  impetuous and wayward, but she possessed some beautiful traits. Lombroso says
  of her that she had "a singular kindness of heart which leads her to lavish
  her gains upon the poor, and upon infants in order to relieve their
  misfortunes, and which impels her to feel boundless pity for the old and the
  weak, and to be awake at night thinking of them. The same goodness of heart
  drives her to protect animals that are being maltreated by sharply rebuking
  their cruel oppressors." This passage may be commended to the attention of
  those who think that psychic power savours of the devil.
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THERE were many notable and some notorious mediums in the
  period from 1870 to 1900. Of these D.D. Home, Slade, and Monck have already
  been mentioned. Four others, whose names will live in the history of the
  movement, are the American, C. H. Foster, Madame d'Espérance, Eglinton, and
  the Rev. W. Stainton Moses. A short account of each of these will now be
  given.

Charles H. Foster is fortunate in having a biographer who was such an
  admirer that he called him "the greatest spiritual medium since Swedenborg."
  There is a tendency on the part of writers to exaggerate the claims of the
  particular sensitive with whom they have been brought in contact. None the
  less, Mr. George C. Bartlett in his "The Salem Seer" shows that he had close
  personal acquaintance with Foster, and that he really was a very remarkable
  medium. His fame was not confined to America, for he travelled widely and
  visited both Australia and Great Britain. In the latter country he made
  friends with Bulwer Lytton, visited Knebworth, and became the original of
  Margrave in "A Strange Story."
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Foster seems to have been a clairvoyant of great power, and had the
  peculiar gift of being able to bring out the name or initials of the spirit
  which he described upon his own skin, usually upon his forearm. This
  phenomenon was so often repeated and so closely examined that there can be no
  possible doubt as to the fact. What may have been the cause of the fact is
  another matter. There were many points about Foster's mediumship which
  suggested an extended personality, rather than an outside intelligence. It
  is, for example, frankly incredible that the spirits of the great departed,
  such as Virgil, Camoens and Cervantes, should have been in attendance upon
  this unlearned New Englander, and yet we have Bartlett's authority for the
  fact, illustrated with many quotations, that he held conversations with such
  entities, who were ready to quote the context in any stanza which might be
  selected out of their copious works.

Such evidence of familiarity with literature far beyond the capacity of
  the medium bears some analogy to those book tests frequently carried out of
  late years, where a line from any volume in a library is readily quoted. They
  need not suggest the actual presence of the author of such a volume, but
  might rather depend upon some undefined power of the loosened etheric self of
  the medium, or possibly some other entity of the nature of a control who
  could swiftly gather information in some supernal fashion. Spiritualists have
  so overpowering a case that they need not claim all psychic phenomena as
  having necessarily their face value, and the author confesses that he has
  frequently observed how much that has somewhere, some time, been placed on
  record in print or writing is conveyed back to us, though by no normal means
  could such print or writing be consulted at any time by the medium.

Foster's peculiar gift, by which initials were scrawled upon his flesh,
  had some comic results. Bartlett narrates how a Mr. Adams consulted Foster.
  "As he was leaving, Mr. Foster told him that in all his experience he had
  never known one individual to bring so many spiritsthe room being literally
  packed with them, coming and going. About two o'clock the next morning Mr.
  Foster called to mesaying: 'George, will you please light the gas? I cannot
  sleep; the room is still filled with the Adams family, and they seem to me to
  be writing their names all over me.' And to my astonishment a list of names
  of the Adams family was displayed upon his body. I counted eleven distinct
  names; one was written across his forehead, others on his arms, and several
  on his back." Such anecdotes certainly give a handle to the scoffer, and yet
  we have much evidence that the sense of humour is intensified rather than
  dulled upon the Other Side.

The gift of blood-red letters upon Foster's skin would seem to compare
  closely with the well-known phenomenon of the stigmata appearing upon the
  hands and feet of devout worshippers. In the one case concentration of the
  individual's thoughts upon the one subject has had an objective result. In
  the other, it may be that the concentration from some invisible entity has
  had a similar effect. We must bear in mind that we are all spirits, whether
  we be in the body or out, and have the same powers in varying degree.

Foster's views as to his own profession seem to have been very
  contradictory, for he frequently declared, like Margaret Fox-Kane and the
  Davenports, that he would not undertake to say that his phenomena were due to
  spiritual beings, while, on the other hand, all his sittings were conducted
  on the clear assumption that they were so. Thus he would minutely describe
  the appearance of the spirit and give messages by name from it to the
  surviving relatives. Like D.D. Home, he was exceedingly critical of other
  mediums, and would not believe in the photographic powers of Mumler, though
  those powers were as well attested as his own. He seems to have had in an
  exaggerated degree the volatile spirit of the typical medium, easily
  influenced for good or ill. His friend, who was clearly a close observer,
  says of him:

He was extravagantly dual. He was not only Dr. Jekyll and
  Mr. Hyde, but he represented half a dozen different Jekylls and Hydes. He was
  strangely gifted, and on the other hand he was woefully deficient. He was an
  unbalanced genius, and at times, I should say, insane. He had a heart so
  large indeed that it took in the world; tears for the afflicted; money for
  the poor; the chords of his heart were touched by every sigh. At other times
  his heart shrunk up until it disappeared. He would become pouty, and with the
  petulance of a child would abuse his best friends. He wore out many of his
  friends, as an unbreakable horse does its owner. No harness fitted Foster. He
  was not vicious, but absolutely uncontrollable. He would go his own way,
  which way was often the wrong way. Like a child he seemed to have no
  forethought. He seemed to live for to-day, caring nothing for to-morrow. If
  it were possible, he did exactly as he wished to do, regardless of
  consequences. He would take no one's advice, simply because he could not. He
  seemed impervious to the opinions of others, and apparently yielded to every
  desire; but after all he did not abuse himself much, as he continued in
  perfect health until the final breaking up. When asked, "How is your health?"
  his favourite expression was, "Excellent. I am simply bursting with physical
  health." The same dual nature showed itself in his work. Some days he would
  sit at the table all day, and far into the night, under tremendous mental
  strain. He would do this day after day, and night after night. Then days and
  weeks would come when he would do absolutely nothing—turn hundreds of
  dollars away and disappoint the people, without any apparent reason, save he
  was in the mood for loafing.
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  Madame d'Espérance, whose real name was Mrs. Hope, was born in 1849 and her
  career extended over thirty years, her activities covering the Continent as
  well as Great Britain. She was first brought to the notice of the general
  public by T. P. Barkas, a well-known citizen of Newcastle. The medium at that
  time was a young girl of average middle-class education. When in semi-trance,
  however, she displayed to a marked degree that gift of wisdom and knowledge
  which St. Paul places at the head of his spiritual category. Barkas narrates
  how he prepared long lists of questions which covered every branch of science
  and that the answers were rapidly written out by the medium, usually in
  English, but sometimes in German and even in Latin. Mr. Barkas, in summing up
  these séances, says*:

It will be admitted by all that no one can by normal effort
  answer in detail critical and obscure questions in many difficult departments
  of science with which she is entirely unacquainted; it will further be
  admitted that no one can normally see and draw with minute accuracy in
  complete darkness; that no one can by any normal power of vision read the
  contents of closed letters in the dark; that no one who is entirely
  unacquainted with the German language can write with rapidity and accuracy
  long communications in German; and yet all these phenomena took place through
  this medium, and are as well accredited as are many of the ordinary
  occurrences of daily life.

* Psychological Review, Vol. I, p. 224.

It must be admitted, however, that until we know the limits of the
  extended powers produced by a liberation or partial liberation of the etheric
  body, we cannot safely put down such manifestations to spirit intervention.
  They showed a remarkable personal psychic individuality and possibly nothing
  more.

But Madame d'Espérance's fame as a medium depends upon many gifts which
  were more undoubtedly Spiritualistic. We have a very full account of these
  from her own pen, for she wrote a book, called "Shadow Land," which may rank
  with A. J. Davis's "Magic Staff" and Turvey's "The Beginnings of Seership,"
  as among the most remarkable psychic autobiographies in our literature. One
  cannot read it without being impressed by the good feeling and honesty of the
  writer.

In it she narrates, as other great sensitives have done, how in her early
  childhood she would play with spirit children who were as real to her as the
  living. This power of clairvoyance remained with her through life, but the
  rarer gift of materialization was added to it. The book already quoted
  contained photographs of Yolande, a beautiful Arab girl, who was to this
  medium what Katie King was to Florence Cook. Not unfrequently she was
  materialized when Madame d'Espérance was seated outside the cabinet in full
  view of the sitters. The medium thus could see her own strange emanation, so
  intimate and yet so distinct. The following is her own description:

Her thin draperies allowed the rich olive tint of her neck,
  shoulders, arms and ankles to be plainly visible. The long black waving hair
  hung over her shoulders to below her waist and was confined by a small
  turban-shaped head-dress. Her features were small, straight and piquant; the
  eyes were dark, large and lively; her every movement was as full of grace as
  those of a young child, or, as it struck me then when I saw her standing half
  shyly, half boldly, between the curtains, like a young roe-deer.

In describing her sensations during a séance, Madame d'Espérance speaks of
  feeling as if spiders' webs were woven about her face and hands. If a little
  light penetrated between the curtains of the cabinet she saw a white, misty
  mass floating about like steam from a locomotive, and out of this was evolved
  a human form. A feeling of emptiness began as soon as what she calls the
  spider's web material was present, with loss of control of her limbs.

The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, of St. Petersburg, a well-known psychical
  researcher and editor of Psychische Studien, has described in his book, "A
  Case of Partial Dematerialization," an extraordinary séance at which this
  medium's body was partly dissolved. Commenting on this, he observes: "The
  frequently noted fact of the resemblance of the materialized form to that of
  the medium here finds its natural explanation. As that form is only a
  duplication of the medium, it is natural that it should have all her
  features."

This may, as Aksakof says, be natural, but it is equally natural that it
  should provoke the ridicule of the sceptic. A larger experience, however,
  would convince him that the Russian scientist is right. The author has sat at
  materializing séances where he has seen the duplicates of the medium's face
  so clearly before him that he has been ready to denounce the proceedings as
  fraudulent, but with patience and a greater accumulation of power he has seen
  later the development of other faces which could by no possible stretch of
  imagination be turned into the medium's. In some cases it has seemed to him
  that the invisible powers (who often produce their effects with little regard
  for the misconstructions which may arise from them) have used the actual
  physical face of the unconscious medium and have adorned it with ectoplasmic
  appendages in order to transform it. In other cases one could believe that
  the etheric double of the medium has been the basis of the new creation. So
  it was sometimes with Katie King, who occasionally closely resembled Florence
  Cook in feature even when she differed utterly in stature and in colouring.
  On other occasions the materialized figure is absolutely different. The
  author has observed all three phases of spirit construction in the case of
  the American medium, Miss Ada Besinnet, whose ectoplasmic figure sometimes
  took the shape of a muscular and well-developed Indian. The story of Madame
  d'Espérance corresponds closely with these varieties of power.

Mr. William Oxley, the compiler and publisher of that remarkable work in
  five volumes entitled "Angelic Revelations," has given an account of
  twenty-seven roses being produced at a séance by Yolande, the materialized
  figure, and of the materialization of a rare plant in flower. Mr. Oxley
  writes:

I had the plant (ixora crocata) photographed next
  morning, and afterwards brought it home and placed it in my conservatory
  under the gardener's care. It lived for three months, when it shrivelled up.
  I kept the leaves, giving most of them away except the flower and the three
  top leaves which the gardener cut off when he took charge of the plant.

At a séance on June 28, 1890, in the presence of M. Aksakof and Professor
  Butlerof, of St. Petersburg, a golden lily, seven feet high, is said to have
  been materialized. It was kept for a week and during that time six
  photographs of it were taken, after which it dissolved and disappeared. A
  photograph of it appears in "Shadow Land" (facing p. 328)

A feminine form, somewhat taller than the medium, and known by the name of
  Y-Ay-Ali, excited the utmost admiration. Mr. Oxley says: "I have seen many
  materialized spirit forms, but for perfection of symmetry in figure and
  beauty of countenance I have seen none like unto that." The figure gave him
  the plant which had been materialized, and then drew back her veil. She
  implanted a kiss on his hand and held out her own, which he kissed.

"As she was in the light rays, I had a good view of her face and hands.
  The countenance was beautiful to gaze upon, and the hands were soft, warm,
  and perfectly natural, and, but for what followed, I could have thought I
  held the hand of a permanent embodied lady, so perfectly natural, yet so
  exquisitely beautiful and pure."

He goes on to relate how she retired to within two feet of the medium in
  the cabinet, and in sight of all "gradually dematerialized by melting away
  from the feet upwards, until the head only appeared above the floor, and then
  this grew less and less until a white spot only remained, which, continuing
  for a moment or two, disappeared."
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