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Introduction


Whether you are new to crocheting or have been stitching for decades, there are always those little things that you need to look up. Maybe you forgot how to start a project with foundation single crochet (this is the one I always have to look up) or you’re looking for a simple stitch pattern for a baby blanket. This pocket guide is meant to give you a quick reference for all the traditional crochet basics.


We’ll start with a review of all the materials you’ll need to get started on any crochet project. Then we’ll move to important topics like abbreviations and gauge. With that pesky gauge discussion out of the way, we can move on to the more fun fundamentals—the stitches! You’ll find clear step-bystep photos for how to create the most common stitches in crochet.


I’ll share with you some of the most classic and commonly used stitch patterns, such as moss stitch, blanket stitch, and granny squares. This little book is packed with the crochet information you’ve always wanted to keep in your back pocket—and now can. Let’s get stitching!


—Jen (she/her)
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Crochet hooks are available in a variety of styles and sizes and are made from a variety of materials.







Crochet Hooks
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With so many different types of traditional crochet hooks on the market, how do you know which one is right for you? Like many things in this craft, it often comes down to personal preference as well as the project you’re working on. There are so many details to consider—some hooks have pointier tips, some have ergonomic handles, etc. Experiment with different types of hooks to find the styles you like best.
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Aluminum hooks—These hooks are among the most common you’ll see crocheters using for their projects. The aluminum crochet hook is both lightweight and durable, as well as very affordable. These hooks allow the yarn to glide easily as you work, making them a great choice for most projects.
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Plastic or acrylic hooks—Plastic and acrylic hooks are also fairly common and inexpensive, and they come in a variety of fun colors. The yarn will easily slide on the surface, much like an aluminum hook.
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Wooden hooks—You’ll find wooden crochet hooks made from all sorts of wood. While the crochet hook feels smooth, it often has a bit of a “grip” to it from the wood grain. This makes these hooks a good choice for yarns that can be slippery, such as bamboo or silk.
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Ergonomic hooks—Many crochet hooks of all materials now come with ergonomic handles on them. Having a hook with a larger and more comfortable handle is great for those long crochet sessions, when you just can’t seem to put your project down. You can find both handmade and commercially made ergonomic hooks.
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