

        

            

                

            

        




    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


New York In Bygone Days - Its Story, Streets And Landmarks



Wilson, Rufus Rockwell

9783849663049

640

Buy now and read (Advertising)

Verily this Island of Manhattan is exposed to the danger of being snowed under by the showers of works scattered broadcast by her chroniclers, her eulogists, and her critics. Plentiful has been the crop of local commentaries. "New York in bygone days" is a fair type of one species of these city histories. In the main it is composed of gleanings from more ponderous and elaborate works. Mr. Wilson devotes the first volume to the civic development of the city from the first settlements around the fort to the end of the Civil War. The story is fairly well told, without a single touch of originality. Nor is there evidence that the values of the secondary sources were weighed. Extracts are given from Mrs. Lamb, who certainly permitted her pen to wander into pleasant details where verification is impossible. The excuse for being of this "New York" is that the whole story is thrown together and the reader can follow the growth of modern Gotham from its Dutch origins. In the second volume the localities are described. Still some of the personal touches tacked on to places are fresh, a, for instance, a letter from Margaret Fuller when she was the guest of Horace Greeley. Of her host she says, "His abilities in his own way are great. He believes in mine to a surprising extent. We are true friends," — a sequence delightfully suggestive of a select mutual - admiration society. This edition contains both original volumes.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Atlantis, The Antediluvian World



Donnelly, Ignatius

9783849644345

309

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This book created somewhat of a sensation in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Donnelly argues that Plato's story was true; that all the ancient civilizations of Europe and America radiated from this ancient kingdom, and that this is the reason we find pyramids, obelisks, and buildings almost Identically alike in Egypt, Mexico and Peru. Donnelly's statements and ample evidence deliver ample evidence for the existence of the continent of Atlants. This book is a must have for all folklorists and people, who are interested in the possible history of a famous nation.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Principles of Masonic Law



Mackey, Albert G.

9783849631543

266

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This treatise on the Constitutional Laws, Usages and Landmarks of Freemasonry" is doubtless one of the most important and invaluable works in a Freemasonic library. Contents: Preface. Introduction. The Authorities for Masonic Law. Book First - The Law of Grand Lodges. Chapter I. Historical Sketch. Chapter II. Of the Mode of Organizing Grand Lodges. Chapter III. Of the Members of a Grand Lodge. Chapter IV. Of the Officers of a Grand Lodge. Chapter V. Of the Powers and Prerogatives of a Grand Lodge. Book Second - Laws of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter I. Of the Nature and Organization of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter II. Of Lodges under Dispensation. Chapter III. Of Lodges Working under a Warrant of Constitution. Chapter IV. Of the Officers of a Subordinate Lodge. Chapter V. Of Rules of Order. Book Third - The Law of Individuals. Chapter I. Of the Qualifications of Candidates. Chapter II. Of the Rights of Entered Apprentices. Chapter III. Of the Rights of Fellow Crafts. Chapter IV. Of the Rights of Master Masons. Chapter V. Of the Rights of Past Masters. Chapter VI. Of Affiliation. Chapter VII. Of Demitting. Chapter VIII. Of Unaffiliated Masons. Book Fourth - Of Masonic Crimes and Punishments. Chapter I. Of What Are Masonic Crimes. Chapter II. Of Masonic Punishments. Chapter III. Of Masonic Trials. Chapter IV. Of the Penal Jurisdiction of a Lodge. Chapter V. Of Appeals. Chapter VI. Of Restoration.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Aesop's Fables



Aesop,

9783849630447

456

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The habit of telling stories is one of the most primitive characteristics of the human race. The most ancient civilizations, the most barbarous savages, of whom we have any knowledge have yielded to investigators clear traces of the possession of this practise, The specimens of their narrative that have been gathered from all the ends of the earth and from the remotest times of which we have written record show traces of purpose, now religious and didactic, now patriotic and political; but behind or beside the purpose one can discern the permanent human delight in the story for its own sake. The Æsopic Fables are allegorical tales The form of the old animistic story is used without any belief in the identity of the personalities of men and animals, but with a conscious double meaning and for the purpose of teaching a lesson. The fable is a product not of the folk but of the learned; and though at times it has been handed down by word of mouth, it is really a literary form.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Egyptian Magic



Budge, E. A. Wallis

9783849641290

154

Buy now and read (Advertising)

A study of the remains of the native religious literature of ancient Egypt which have come down to us has revealed the fact that the belief in magic, that is to say, in the power of magical names, and spells, and enchantments, and formulæ, and pictures, and figures, and amulets, and in the performance of ceremonies accompanied by the utterance of words of power, to produce supernatural results.

Buy now and read (Advertising)









 




 




History of New

York City




 




From the

discovery to the 1890s




 




WILLIAM LEETE

STONE




 













 




 




History of New York City, W. L. Stone




Jazzybee

Verlag Jürgen Beck




86450

Altenmünster, Loschberg 9




Deutschland




 




ISBN:

9783849649630




 




www.jazzybee-verlag.de




admin@jazzybee-verlag.de




 




 




 














CONTENTS:





 




I. FIRST PERIOD. 1598-1674. 1




CHAPTER I. 1




CHAPTER II. 22




CHAPTER III. 34




II. SECOND PERIOD. 1674-1783. 44




CHAPTER I. 44




CHAPTER II. 60




CHAPTER III. 80




CHAPTER IV. 87




CHAPTER V. 98




CHAPTER VI. 106




CHAPTER VII. 130




CHAPTER VIII. 153




III. THIRD PERIOD. 1783—1871. 157




CHAPTER I. 157




CHAPTER II. 162




CHAPTER III. 178




CHAPTER IV. 187




CHAPTER V. 207




CHAPTER VI. 228




CHAPTER VII. 253




CHAPTER VIII. 262




CHAPTER IX. 277




CHAPTER X. 283




CHAPTER XI. 301




CHAPTER XII. 316




CHAPTER XIII. 330




CHAPTER XIV. 335




CHAPTER XV. 342




CHAPTER XVI. 356




APPENDIXES. 366




APPENDIX I. THE

CONSTITUTION AND NOMINATIONS OF THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE TONTINE COFFEE-HOUSE. 366




APPENDIX II. RICHMOND

HILL. 369




APPENDIX III.

NEW YORK CITY POST-OFFICE. 379




APPENDIX IV.

WILLIAM KIDD, THE PIRATE. 395




APPENDIX V. THE

JUDICIARY IN THE EARLY DUTCH PERIOD. 400




APPENDIX VI.

THE FIREMAN'S LYCEUM. 414




APPENDIX VII.

NEW YORK SOCIETY IN THE OLDEN TIME. 417



















I. FIRST PERIOD. 1598-1674.





 




The settlement of New York Island

by the Dutch, and its permanent occupancy by the English. 




 




CHAPTER I.




 




It is the general belief that the

first landing made on New York Island, or the " Island of Manhattan,"

as it was then called, was by Hendrick Hudson, in 1609. 




This, however, is not the case;

since the earliest records extant state that as early as 1598, a few

Hollanders, in the employ of a Greenland Company, were in the habit of

resorting to New Netherlands (i. e. New York), not, it is true, with the design

of effecting a settlement, but merely to secure shelter during the winter

months. With this view they built two small forts to protect themselves against

the Indians. Nevertheless, the fact remains undisputed, that to Hudson belongs

the honor of being the first who directed public attention to the Island of

Manhattan as an advantageous point for a trading port in the New World. 




On the 4th of April, 1609, the

great navigator sailed out of the harbor of Amsterdam, and ' by twelve of ye

clocke" of the 6th he was two leagues off the land. He was in the employ

of the Dutch East India Company, who had commissioned him to seek a passage to

the East Indies by the north side of Nova Zembla. Having, however, found the

sea at that part full of ice, he turned the prow of his little vessel, the

Half-Moon, westward, and, after a month's cruise, reached the great Bank of

Newfoundland on the 2d of July Thence he sailed southward to the James River,

Virginia, and again altering his course— still in pursuit of a new channel to

India — he coasted along the shores of New Jersey, and on the 2d of September,

1609, cast anchor inside of Sandy Hook. 




The topography of New York

Island, as it was first seen by Hudson, was as follows: 




"The lower part of it

consisted of wood-crowned hills and beautiful grassy valleys, including a chain

of swamps and marshes and a deep pond. Northward, it rose into a rocky, high

ground. The sole inhabitants were a tribe of dusky Indians,— an off-shoot from

the great nation of the Lenni Lenape, who inhabited the vast territory bounded

by the Penobscot and Potomac, the Atlantic and Mississippi—dwelling in the

clusters of rude wigwams that dotted here and there the surface of the country.

The rivers that gird the Island were as yet unstirred by the keels of ships,

and the bark canoes of the native Manhattans held sole possession of the

peaceful waters. 




" The face of the country,

more particularly described, was gently undulating, presenting every variety of

hill and dale, of brook and rivulet. The upper part of the Island was rocky,

and covered by a dense forest; the lower part grassy, and rich in wild fruits

and flowers. Grapes and strawberries grew in abundance in the fields, and nuts

of various kinds were plentiful in the forests, which were also filled with

abundance of game. The brooks and ponds were swarming with fish, and the soil

was of luxuriant fertility. In the vicinity of the present "' Tombs "

was a deep, clear, and beautiful pond of fresh water (with a picturesque little

island in the middle) — so deep, indeed, that it could have floated the largest

ship in our navy, — which was for a long time deemed bottomless by its

possessors. This was fed by large springs at the bottom, which kept its waters

fresh and flowing, and had its outlet in a little stream that flowed into the

East River, near the foot of James street. Smaller ponds dotted the Island in

various places, two of which, lying near each other, in the vicinity of the

present corner of the Bowery and Grand street, collected the waters of the high

grounds which surrounded them. To the north-west of the Fresh Water Pond, or

"Kolck," as it afterwards came to be called, beginning in the

vicinity of the present Hudson River Railroad and Freight Depot (formerly St.

John's Park), and extending to the northward over an area of some seventy

acres, lay an immense marsh, filled with reeds and brambles, and tenanted with

frogs and water snakes. A little rivulet connected this marsh with the Fresh

Water Pond, which was also connected — by the stream which formed its outlet —

with another strip of marshy land, covering the region now occupied by James, Cherry,

and the adjacent streets. An unbroken chain of waters was thus stretched across

the Island from James street at the south-east to Canal street at the

north-west. An inlet occupied the place of Broad street, a marsh covered the

vicinity of Ferry street, Rutgers street formed the center of another marsh,

and a long line of meadows and swampy ground stretched to the northward along

the eastern shore. 




"The highest line of lands

lay along Broadway, from the Battery to the northernmost part of the Island, forming

its backbone, and sloping gradually to the east and west. On the corner of

Grand street and Broadway was a high hill, commanding a view of the whole

Island, and falling off gradually to the Fresh Water Pond. To the south and

west, the country, in the intervals of the marshes, was of great beauty —

rolling, grassy, fertile, and well-watered. A high range of sand hills

traversed a part of the Island, from Varick and Charlton to Eighth and Greene

streets. To the north of these lay a valley, through which ran a brook, which

formed the outlet of the springy marshes at Washington Square, and emptied into

the North River at the foot of Hammersly street." 




Meanwhile, Hudson, having

explored the river that bears his name as far as the present city of Albany, set

sail on the 4th of October for Europe, bearing the news of the discovery of a

new country — the " opening for a new commerce;" for although his

patrons were disappointed in not finding a short road to the land of silks,

teas, and spices, still, his great discovery was destined to open in future

time mines of wealth, more valuable than all the imagined riches of the

Celestial Empire. 




At that period, Holland carried

on a lucrative trade with the East Indies and Russia. Every year they

dispatched nearly one hundred ships to Archangel for furs; but Hudson's glowing

accounts of the rich peltry he had seen in the newly-discovered regions, soon

turned the attention of the busy Dutch to a country where these articles could

be purchased without the taxes of customhouses and other duties. Accordingly,

in the year 1610, a few merchants dispatched another vessel, under the command

of the Half-Moon's former mate, to traffic in furs with the Indians. This

venture met with such success, that, two years after, in 1612, the Fortune and

the Tiger, commanded, respectively, by Hendrick Christiaensen and Adrien Block,

sailed on a trading voyage to the "Mauritius River," as the Hudson

was first named. The following year, also, three more vessels, commanded by

Captains De Witt, Volckertsen, and Wey, sailed from Amsterdam and Hoven on a

similar adventure. These were the beginnings of the important fur trade, which

was, ere long, to be a chief source of wealth to Holland and America. It was

now determined to open a regular communication with the newly-discovered

region, and to make the Island of Manhattan the depot of the fur trade in

America. It was also resolved to establish permanent agents here for the

purchase and collection of skins, while the vessels were on their voyages to

and from Holland. Captain Hendrick Christiaensen became the first agent, and

built a redoubt, with four small houses, on ground which, it is said, is now

the site of No. 39 Broadway. 




A little navy was commenced about

the same period by Captain Adrien Block, one of the vessels of which was

accidentally burned, just on the eve of his departure for Holland. Having

abundant materials, however, in the Island of Manhattan, he finished another;

and, in the spring of 1614, launched the first vessel ever built in New

Amsterdam. She was named the Restless, a yacht of sixteen tons— a name

prophetic of the ever-busy and future great city. The entire winter passed in

building the vessel, the Indians kindly supplying the strangers with food. Such

were the earliest movements of commerce in New Netherlands two centuries and a

half ago! 




A few months before Captain

Block's return to Holland, the States-General of the Netherlands, with a view

of encouraging emigration, passed an ordinance granting the discoverers of new

countries the exclusive privilege of trading at Manhattan during four years.

Accordingly, the merchants who had sent out the first expedition had a map made

of all the country between Canada and Virginia, as the whole new region was

called, and, claiming to be the original discoverers, petitioned the Government

for the promised monopoly. Their petition was granted; and on the 11th of

October, 1614, they obtained a charter for the exclusive right of trade on the

territory within the 40th and 45th degrees of north latitude. The charter also

forbade all ether persons to interfere with this monopoly, in the penalty of

confiscating both vessels and cargoes, with a fine also of 50,000 Dutch ducats

for the benefit of the charter's grantees. The new province first formally

received the name of New Netherland in this document; and Dutch merchants,

associating themselves under the name of the " United New Netherland

Company," straightway prepared to conduct their operations on a more

extensive scale. Trading parties to the interior hastened to collect furs from

the Indians, and deposit them at Forts Nassau (Albany) and Manhattan. Jacob

Eelkins, a shrewd trader, received the appointment of agent at the former

place, where the first one, Captain Christiaensen, had been murdered by an

Indian. This was the first murder ever recorded in the new province. In the

year 1617, a formal treaty of peace and alliance was concluded between the

Dutch and the powerful nation of the Iroquois. The pipe of peace was smoked,

and the hatchet buried in the earth, on the present site of Albany. This

treaty, as may readily be imagined, greatly increased the prosperity of the Dutch

traders, who had hitherto occupied Manhattan merely by the sufferance of the

Indians. Their agents accordingly at once extended their trips further into the

interior, obtaining on each trip valuable furs in exchange for the muskets and

ammunition so much coveted by the natives This trade became so profitable, that

when the charter of the United New Netherland Company expired, in 1618, they

petitioned for a renewal, but failing to obtain it, they continued their trade

two or three years longer, under a special license. 




Up to this period, the Hollanders

had considered Manhattan as a trading post only, and dwelt in mere temporary

huts of rude construction. But the British now explored the American coast,

claiming the whole region between Canada and Virginia, from the Atlantic to the

Pacific Ocean, and the Dutch, consequently, began to realize the importance of

securing their American possessions in the new province. The English Puritans,

hearing glowing accounts of New Netherlands, requested permission to emigrate

thither with their families. But the States-General, having other plans in

view, refused the prayers of the Puritans. They thought it better policy to

supply the new province with their own countrymen, and on the 3d of June, 1621,

granted a. charter to the West India Company for twenty years, which conferred

upon that body the exclusive jurisdiction over New Netherland. It may well be

questioned whether the States-General acted wisely in the course thus pursued.

Had they filled the land, as the English were doing, with crowds of hardy,

moral emigrants and pioneers — farmers with their cattle and husbandry — the

Dutch settlements would have advanced with far greater rapidity. Be this,

however, as it may, the West India Company no sooner became possessed of the

charter, than it at once became a power in the new country. Having the

exclusive right of trade and commerce in the Atlantic, from the Tropic of

Cancer to the Cape of Good Hope upon the Eastern Continent, and from

Newfoundland to Magellan Straits on the Western, its influence over this

immense territory was almost boundless in making contracts with the Indians,

building forts, administering justice, and appointing public officers. In

return, the chartered Company pledged itself to colonize the new territory. The

government of this association was vested in five separate chambers or boards

of management, in five of the principal Dutch cities, viz: Amsterdam,

Middleburg, Dordrecht, one in North Holland, and one in Friesland. The details

of its management were entrusted to an executive board of nineteen, commonly

called the Assembly of Nineteen. The States-General further promised, on their

part, to give the Company a million of guilders, and in case of war, to supply

ships and men. Meanwhile, the Puritans, not disheartened, reached Plymouth

Rock, and thus conveyed their faith and traffic to the shores of New England,

where they continue to this day. The West India Company now began to colonize

the new province with fresh zeal. The Amsterdam Chamber in 1623, fitted out a

ship of 250 tons, the New Netherland, in which thirty families embarked for the

distant territory whose name she bore. Captain Wey commanded the expedition,

having been appointed the first director of the province. Most of these

colonists were Walloons, or French Protestants, from the borders of France and

Belgium, who sought in a strange land a refuge from religious persecutions. 




With the arrival of the New

Netherlands a new era in the domestic history of the settlement began. Soon

saw-mills supplied the necessary timber for comfortable dwellings, in the place

of the bark-huts built after the Indian fashion. The new buildings were

generally one-story high, with two rooms on a floor, and a thatched roof

garret. From the want of brick and mortar the chimneys were constructed of

wood. The interior was, as a matter of course, very scantily supplied with

furniture — the great chest from Fatherland, with its prized household goods,

being the most imposing article. Tables were generally the heads of barrels

placed on end; rough shelves constituted the cupboard; and chairs were logs of

wood rough-hewn from the forest. To complete the furniture, there was the

well-known " Sloap Banck" or sleeping bench — the bedstead — where

lay the boast, the pride, the comfort of a Dutch housekeeper, the feather-bed.

Around the present Battery and Coenties Slip and Bowling Green were the houses,

a few of which were surrounded by gardens. The fruit-trees often excited the

thievish propensities of the natives; and one devastating war followed the

shooting of an Indian girl while stealing peaches from an orchard on Broadway,

near the present Bowling Green. Meanwhile, commerce kept pace with the new

houses; and the staunch ship, the New Nether land, returned to Holland with a

cargo of furs valued at $12,000. 




Anxious to fulfill its part of

the agreement, the West India Company, in 1625, also sent out to Manhattan

three ships and a yacht, containing a large 1623, number of families armed with

farming implements, and one hundred and three head of cattle. Fearing the

cattle might be lost in the surrounding forests, the settlers landed them on

Nutten's (Governor's) Island, but afterward conveyed them to Manhattan. Two

more vessels shortly after arrived from Holland, and the settlement soon

numbered some 200 persons, and gave promise of permanency. 




In the year 1624, Wey returned to

Holland, and was succeeded in the Directorship by William Verhulst. The latter,

however, did -not long enjoy the emoluments of office, for at the end of a year

he also was recalled, and Peter Minuit appointed, in his place;

Director-General of New Netherland, with full power to organize a provisional

government. He arrived May 4, 1626, in the ship Sea-Mew, Adrian Joris, captain.

The first seal was now granted to the province, having for a crest, a beaver,

than which, for a coat of arms, nothing could have been more appropriate. It

was fitting that the earliest Hollanders of the " Empire City "

should thus honor the animal that was fast enriching them in their newly

adopted home. 




To the credit of Director Minuit,

be it said, the very first act of his administration was to purchase in an open

and honorable manner the Island of Manhattan from the Indians for sixty

guilders, or twenty-four dollars. The Island itself was estimated to contain

22,000 acres. The price paid, it is true, was a mere trifle, but the purchase

itself was lawful and satisfactory to the aboriginal owners — a fact which

cannot be truly said in regard to other regions taken from the Indians. 




To assist him in carrying out his

instructions, the Director was furnished with an Executive Council. The latter

body was, in turn, assisted by the Koopman, who acted as Secretary to the

province and book-keeper of the public warehouse. Last of all, came the

Schout-Fiscal, a civil factotum, half sheriff and attorney-general, executive

officer of the Council, and general custom-house official. Thus early had the

Dutch an eve to the "main chance," the export of furs that year

(1626) amounting to $19,000, and giving promise of a constant increase. 




Some thirty rudely-constructed

log-houses at this time extended along the shores of the East River, which,

with a block-house, a horse-mill, and the " Company's " thatched

stone building, constituted the City of New York two hundred and forty-two

years ago. A clergyman or school-master was as yet unknown in the infant

colony. Every settler had his own cabin and cows, tilled his land, or traded

with the Indians— all were busy, like their own emblem, the beaver. 




In the year 1629, the

"Charter of Privileges and Exemptions" was granted in Holland, and

patroons were allowed to settle in the new colony. This important document

transplanted the old feudal tenure and burdens of Continental Europe to the

free soil of America. The proposed Patrooneries were only transcripts of the

Seigneuries and Lordships so common at that period, and which the French were,

at the same time, establishing in Canada. In that province, even at the present

day, the feudal appendages of jurisdiction, pre-emption rights, monopolies of

mines, minerals, and waters, with hunting, fishing, and fowling, form a part of

the civil law. Pursuing, however, a more liberal policy, the grantees of the

charter to the New Netherland patroons secured the Indian's right to his native

soil, at the same time that they enjoined schools and churches. 




Meanwhile, the settlement of New

Netherland, continuing to prosper, soon became the principal depot for the fur

and coasting trade of the patroons. The latter were obliged to land all their

cargoes at Fort Amsterdam; and the years 1629-30, the imports from old

Amsterdam amounted to 113,000 guilders, and the exports from Manhattan exceeded

130,000. The Company reserved the exclusive right to the fur trade, and imposed

a duty of five per cent, on all the trade of the patroons. 




The inhabitants, in order not to

be idle, turned their attention, with fresh zeal, to ship-building, and with so

much success, that as early as 1631, New Amsterdam had become the metropolis of

the New World. The New Netherlands a ship of 800 tons, was built at Manhattan,

and dispatched to Holland — an important event of the times, since the vessel

was one of the largest merchantmen of the world. It was a very costly

experiment, however, and was not soon repeated. Emigrants from all nations now

began to flock into the new colony. They were principally induced to come by

the liberal offers of the Dutch Company, who transported them in its own

vessels at the cheap rate of twelve and a half cents per diem for passage and

stores; giving them, also, as a still further inducement, as much land as they

could cultivate. Nor were these the only reasons which caused so many to leave

their Fatherland. With a wise and liberal policy, totally different from that

of its eastern neighbors, the Dutch province allowed the fullest religious

toleration. The Walloons, Calvinists, Huguenots, Quakers, Catholics, and Jews,

found a safe home in New Netherland, and laid the broad and solid foundation of

that tolerant character ever since retained by the City of New York In her

streets and broad avenues may be seen, on any Sabbath, Jews, Gentiles, and

Christians, worshipping God in their sacred temples, "according to the

dictates of their own consciences." 




In the meantime the Directors of

the West India Company calculated, with the strong aid of the patroons, upon

colonizing the new country, and, at the same time, securing the important free

trade in their own hands. But they were met, almost at the outset, with serious

opposition from that class who, not content with a negative policy, took active

measures seriously to injure this traffic. From the first, the object of the

patroons had seemed to be a participation in the Indian trade, rather than the

colonization of the country; and they had even claimed the privilege of

trafficking with the Indians from Florida to Newfoundland, according to their

charter of 1629. This extensive trade the West India Company justly considered

an interference with their vested rights and interests, and no time was lost in

presenting their complaints to the States-General. That body thereupon adopted

new articles, the effect of which was essentially to limit the privileges

already granted to the patroons. This misunderstanding had the effect of

interrupting, for a time, the efforts making to colonize and advance the new

country. At length, in 1632, both parties became in a complete state of

antagonism as to their privileged charters, and, for a little time, a civil war

seemed inevitable. In the same year (1632), Peter Minuit, the Director, it will

be remembered, of New Netherland, was suspected of favoring the patroons, and

was recalled from his Directorship. He returned to Holland in the ship Eendragt

(which had brought over his dismissal), which carried also a return cargo of

5,000 beaver-skins — an evidence of the colony's commercial prosperity. The

vessel, driven by stress of weather, put into the harbor of Plymouth, where she

was retained on the ground of having illegally interfered with English monopolies.

This arrest of the Dutch trader led to a correspondence between the rival

powers, in which the respective claims of each were distinctly set forth. The

Hollanders claimed the province on the following grounds: 1st. Its discovery by

them in the year 1609; 2d. The return of their people in 1610; 3d. The grant of

a trading charter in 1614; 4th. The maintenance of a fort, until 1621, when the

West India Company was organized; and, 5th Their purchase of the land from the

Indians. The English, on the contrary, defended their right of possession on

the ground of the prior discovery by Cabot, and the patent of James I. to the

Plymouth Company. The Indians, they argued, as wanderers, were not the bona

fide owners of the land, and hence, had no right to dispose of it;

consequently, their titles must be invalid. But England, being at this period

just on the eve of a civil war, was in no condition to enforce her claims; and

she, therefore, having released the Eendragt, contented herself with the mere

assumption of authority — reserving the accomplishment of her designs until a

more convenient season. 




At length, in the month of April,

1633, the ship Soutberg reached Manhattan with Wouter Van Twiller, the new

Director-General (or Governor) and a military force of one hundred and four

soldiers, together with a Spanish caraval, captured on the way. Among the

passengers, also, came Dominie Everardus Bogardus and Adam Roelandsen, the

first regular clergyman and schoolmaster of New Amsterdam. A church now became

indispensable; and the room over the horse-mill, where prayers had been

regularly read for seven years, was abandoned for a rude, wooden church, on

Pearl, between Whitehall and Broad streets, on the shore of the East River.

This was the first Reformed Dutch Church in the city; and near by were

constructed the parsonage and the Dominie's stables. The grave-yard was laid

out on Broadway, in the vicinity of Morris street. 




Van Twiller occupied " Farm

No. 1 " of the Company, which extended from Wall to Hudson street. "

Farm No. 3," at Greenwich, he appropriated as his tobacco plantation. The

new Governor and the Dominie did not harmonize. Bogardus having interfered in

public concerns, which Van Twiller resented, the former, from his pulpit,

pronounced the Governor a " Child of Satan." This, doubtless, was

very true, but the "Child of Satan" became so incensed, that he never

entered the church-door again. In 1638, "for slandering; the Rev. E.

Bogardus," an old record states, " a woman was obliged to appear at

the sound of a bell, in the fort, before the Governor and Council, and say that

she knew he was honest and pious, and that she had lied falsely." 




Van Twiller had been promoted

from a clerkship in the Company's warehouse, and seems to have been a very

incompetent Governor. He probably obtained the place, not from fitness, but

from the same means which act in similar cases at the present day, viz.,

political influence, arising from the fact that he had married the daughter of

Killian Van Rensselaer, the wealthy patroon. 




The Company had authorized him to

fortify the depots of the fur trade. Accordingly, the fort on the Battery,

commenced in the year 1626, was rebuilt, and a guardhouse and barracks prepared

for the soldiers. Several brick and stone dwellings were erected within the

fort, and three wind-mills, used to grind the grain necessary for the garrison,

on the southwest bastion of the fort. African slaves were the laborers

principally engaged upon these improvements. At a subsequent period, when these

slaves had grown old, they petitioned the authorities for their freedom, and

recounted their services at the time mentioned in support of their application,

in proof of which they presented a certificate given them by their overseer:

" That, during the administration of Van Twiller, he (Jacob Stoffelsen),

as overseer of the Company's negroes, was continually employed with said

negroes in the construction of Fort Amsterdam, which was finished in 1635; and

that the negroes assisted in chopping trees for the big house, making and

splitting palisades, and other work." The "big house" here

referred to was the Governor's residence. It was built of brick, and was, no

doubt, a substantial edifice, as it is found to have served for the residence

of successive chiefs of the colony during all the Dutch era, and for a few

years subsequent. 




In respect to the walls of the

fort, they were in no wise improved by the incompetent Van T wilier, except the

northwest bastion, which was faced with stone. The other parts of the walls

were simply banks of earth without ditches; nor were they even surrounded by a

fence to keep off the goats and other animals running at large in the town.

When Governor Kieft arrived in 1638, as Van Twiller's successor, he found the

fort in a decayed state, " opening on every side, so that nothing could

obstruct going in or coming out, except at the stone point." Nevertheless,

there is no doubt that the fort exercised a very salutary influence in keeping

the Indians at a respectful distance. 




In 1633, the commercial importance

of New Amsterdam was increased by the grant of the " Staple Kight," a

sort of feudal privilege similar to the institutions of the Fatherland. By it,

all vessels trading along the coast, or sailing on the rivers, were obliged

either to discharge their cargoes at the port, or pay certain duties. This soon

became a valuable right, as it gave to New Amsterdam the commercial monopoly of

the whole Dutch province. 




A short time before the arrival

of Governor Van Twiller, De Vries, whose little colony at Suaaendael, Delaware,

had been cut off by the Indians, returned to America on a visit, in the mammoth

ship New Netherland. A yacht, about this time, also arrived — the English ship,

William, with Jacob Eelkins, who had been dismissed from his office of supercargo

by the Company, in 1632. Enraged by this dismissal, he had entered the service

of the English, and had now returned to promote their interests in the fur

trade on the Mauritius (Hudson) River. 




This was a bold act, and contrary

to the policy of the West India Company, Accordingly, Van Twiller, who, though

an inefficient Governor, was a thorough merchant, and understood the important

monopoly of the fur trade, refused permission for the vessel to proceed further

on its way. His demand upon Eelkins for his commission was refused by the

latter, on the ground that he occupied British territory, and would sail up the

river at the cost, if need be, of his life. Thereupon, the Director, ordering

the national flag to be hoisted, and three guns fired in honor of the Prince of

Orange, forbade him to proceed further. But, far from being daunted by this

prohibition, Eelkins answered by running up, in his turn, the British colors,

firing a salute for King Charles, and coolly steering up the river in defiance

of Fort Amsterdam. The amazement of Van Twiller at the audacity of the ex-Dutch

Agent may be easily imagined. Astonished, as he was, at this daring act, the

Director, nevertheless, proceeded very philosophically: First, he summoned all

the people in front of the fort, now the Bowling Green; next, he ordered a cask

of wine, and another of beer; then, filling his own glass, he called on all

good citizens who loved the Prince of Orange to follow his patriotic example,

and drink confusion to the English Government. The people, of course, were not

slow in obeying this reasonable request; indeed, what more could they do, for

the English ship was now far beyond all reach, safely pursuing her way up the

Hudson. 




Still, while they drank his wine,

they were deeply mortified at the Governor's cowardice. De Vries openly accused

him with it, and plainly told him, if it had been his case, he should have sent

some "eight-pound beans" after the impudent Englishman, and helped

him down the river again; but it being now too late to do this, he should send

the Soutberg after him, and drive him down the river. The effect of this advice

was not lost upon the Governor; for, a few days after, Van Twiller screwed up

his courage sufficiently to dispatch an armed force to Fort Orange (Albany),

where Eelkins had pitched his tent, and where he was found busily engaged in

trading with the Indians. The Dutch soldiers quickly destroyed his canvas

store, and, reshipping the goods, brought the vessel back to Fort Amsterdam.

Eelkins was then required to give up his peltry; after which he was sent to

sea, with the warning never again to interfere with the Dutch Government trade.

Meanwhile the settlement at Fort Amsterdam — the New York embryo — continued to

increase and prosper, men of enterprise and wealth often arriving. Most of

these came from the Dutch Netherlands, and thus transferred the domestic

economy and habits of Holland and the Rhine to the banks of the Hudson. Ships

were loaded with bricks, burnt in Holland; and at first, every dwelling was

modeled after those they had left, and with storerooms for trade, like those of

Amsterdam and other trading towns in Fatherland. Thus, at New Amsterdam and

Fort Orange rows of houses could be seen built of imported brick, with thatched

roofs, wooden chimneys, and their gable ends always toward the street. Inside

were all the neatness, frugality, order, and industry which the inmates brought

from their native land. A few of these original, venerable Dutch homes were to

be seen, till within a year or two, in this city; but we do not know of a

single one now. Several yet remain in Albany; and it is almost worth a trip

there to see these striking relics of "ye olden time." Until the year

1642, city lots and streets were unknown, adventurers and settlers selecting

land wherever most convenient for their purpose. Hence the crooked courses of

some of our down-town streets 




Cornelis Dircksen owned a farm by

the present Peck Slip, and ferried passengers across the East River for the

small price of three stivers, in wampum. At that time, Pearl street formed the

bank of the river— Water, Front, and South streets having all been reclaimed

for the purpose of increasing trade and commerce. The old wooden, shingled

house, one of the last venerable relics of the olden time, on the corner of

Peck Slip, was so near the river that a stone could easily be thrown into it.

Pearl, it is thought, was the first street occupied, the first houses being

built there, in 1633. Bridge street came next; and a deed is still in existence

for a lot on it, thirty-four by one hundred and ten feet, for the sum of

twenty-four guilders, or nine dollars and sixty cents. This is the earliest

conveyance of city property on record. Whitehall, Stone, Broad, Beaver, and

Marketfield streets were opened soon after. In the year 1642, the first grant

of a city lot, east of the fort at the Battery, was made to Hendricksen Kip.

During the next year, several lots were granted on the lower end of " Heere

Straat," as Broadway was then named. Martin Krigier was the first grantee

of a lot in this section, opposite the Bowling Green, which contained

eighty-six rods. There he built the well-known Krigier's Tavern," which

soon became a fashionable resort. 




Nor during all this time did the

fur trade fail to keep pace with the growing local prosperity of the place.

During the year 1635, the Directors in Holland received returns from the

province to the amount of nearly 185,000 guilders But the monopoly of the traffic

in furs was not the only source of gain. A profitable commerce was also carried

on with New England. Dutch vessels brought tobacco, salt, horses, oxen, and

sheep from Holland to Boston. An old account says they came from the Texel in

five weeks and three days, " and lost not one beast or sheep."

Potatoes from Bermuda were worth two pence the pound; a good cow, twenty-five

or thirty pounds; and a pair of oxen readily brought forty pounds. In Virginia,

corn rose to twenty shillings the bushel during the year 1637; a shepel, or

three pecks of rye, brought two guilders, or eighty cents; and a laborer

readily earned, during harvest, two guilders per diem. These were high prices

for those times, and were probably caused, in a measure, by the sanguinary war

which the New England Puritans were carrying on with their Indian neighbors.

The Pequods. failing to deliver the murderers of Stone, according to treaty,

had tendered an atonement of wampum, but Massachusetts demanded " blood

for blood; " and she obtained it in the wars that followed. Winthrop says,

" Scarcely a sannup, a woman, a squaw, or a child of the Pequod name

survived." It is the fashion to indulge in much panegyric about these

ancestral doings, but here can be calmly traced the first attempt of the white

race to extirpate the red men from their ancestral birthright to the northern

regions of America. 




Notwithstanding, however, the

large prices obtained for its wares, the year 1638 found the condition of New

Netherland very unpromising. Although its affairs had now been administered for

fifteen years by that powerful body, the West India Company, still, the country

was scarcely removed from its primitive wilderness state, and, excepting the

Indians, it was inhabited by only a few traders and clerks of a distant

corporation. Its rich virgin soil remained almost entirely uncultivated, and

the farms did not amount to more than half a dozen. Doubtless, the Directors of

the West India Company governed New Netherland chiefly to promote their own

special interests—to advance which, large sums had been expended; and, as a

natural consequence, no efforts had as yet been made to introduce, on a large

scale, a sound and industrious emigration. The patroon system, also, to which

reference has already been made, greatly retarded the settlement of the colony.

A monopoly, its patroons neglected their most important duties as planters, and

used their energies and means to compete with the Company in the Indian trade;

consequently, misunderstandings and disputes followed, which became almost

fatal to the prosperity of the new settlement. 




At this critical moment, William

Kieft, the third Director-General and Governor, arrived March, 1638. as the

successor of the weak Van Twiller. His first step was to organize a Council,

retaining, however, its entire control. Dr. Johannes La Montague, a learned

Huguenot, was appointed by him a member of this new board; Cornells Van

Tienhoven, from Utrecht, one of the oldest settlers, was made Colonial

Secretary, with a salary of two hundred and fifty dollars per annum; while

Ulrich Leopold continued as Schout-Fiscal, or Sheriff and Attorney-General.

Adrian Dircksen was made Assistant-Commissary, "because he spoke correctly

the language of the Mohawks, and was well versed in the art of trading with

them." The Rev. Mr. Bogardus continued the Dominie, and Adam Roelandsen

the School-master. 




The new Governor found the town

in an extremely dilapidated condition. The fort had fallen completely into

decay; all the guns were oil their carriages; and the public buildings, as well

as the church, were all out of repair; only one of the three wind-mills was in

operation; and the Company's fine farms had no tenants— not even a goat

remaining upon them. But the new Governor came charged with more onerous duties

than simply the repair of houses; he was the bearer of a decree that no person

in the Dutch Company's employ should trade in peltry, or import any furs, under

penalty of losing his wages' and a confiscation of his goods. Abuses also

existed in all the departments of the public service, which Kieft vainly

attempted to remedy by proclamations. Death was threatened against all who

should sell guns or powder to the Indians; after nightfall, all sailors were to

remain on board their vessels; no persons could retail any liquors, "

except those who sold wine at a decent price, and in moderate quantities,"

under penalty of twenty-five guilders (ten dollars), and the loss of their

stock. Tobacco, then as now, was greatly in demand, the rich virgin soil about

New Amsterdam suiting the plant well; consequently, plantations for its

cultivation increased so fast, that the plant was now also subjected to excise,

and regulations were published by the Directory to regulate its" mode of

culture, and check certain abuses which were injuring " the high

name" it had "gained in foreign countries." But the new Governor

did not confine himself to correcting official abuses solely; he issued

proclamations to improve the moral condition of the settlement; and all persons

were seriously enjoined to abstain from "fighting, calumny, and all other

immoralities," as the guilty would be punished, and made a terror to

evil-doers. Rightly judging, also, that public worship would be a peaceful

auxiliary to his labors, and the old wooden church built by Van Twiller having

fallen to pieces, he determined to erect a new one inside the fort. Jochem

Pietersen Kuyter, Jan Jansen Damen, with Kieft and Captain De Vries, as "

Kirke Meesters," superintended the new work, and John and Richard Ogden

were the masons. The building was of stone, seventy-two by fifty-two feet, and

sixteen high, and cost 2,500 guilders. Its legend, translated from the Dutch,

read: "Anno Domini 1642, William Kieft, Director-General, hath the

Commonalty caused to build this temple." New Amsterdam had a town-bell;

this was now removed to the belfry of the new church, whence it regulated the

city movements, the time for laborers and the courts. It also pealed the

weddings, tolled the funerals, and called the people to the Lord's House. 




Hardly, however, had Kieft got

his plans for the moral reformation of his people fairly under way, when, as

before hinted, the patroons began to give fresh trouble: that class now (1638)

demanded "new privileges" — "that they might monopolize more territory,

be invested with the largest feudal powers, and enjoy free trade throughout New

Netherland." Nor was this all. In their arrogance, they also demanded that

all "private persons" and "poor emigrants" should be

forbidden to purchase lands from the Indians, and should settle within the

colonies under the jurisdiction of the manorial lords — i e., themselves. 




These grasping demands of the

patroons were reserved for future consideration by the States-General; and it

was determined to try free competition in the internal trade of New Netherland.

A notification was accordingly published by the Amsterdam Chamber, that all the

inhabitants of the United Provinces, and of friendly countries, might convey to

New Netherland, " in the Company's ships," any cattle and

merchandise, and might "receive whatever returns they or their agents may

be able to obtain in those quarters therefor." A duty of ten per cent, was

paid to the Company on all goods exported from New Netherland with the freight.

Every emigrant, upon his arrival at New Amsterdam, was to receive " as

much land as he and his family could properly cultivate." This liberal

system gave a great impulse to the prosperity of New Netherland, by encouraging

the emigration of substantial colonists, not only from Holland, but from

Virginia and New England. Conscience had ever been free in New Netherland, and

now trade and commerce were likewise made free to all. Political franchise in

Massachusetts was limited to church members, and now " many men began to

inquire after the southern ports," not from the climate there, or the

necessary wants of life, but, in the language of the old chronicler, " to

escape their insupportable government." The only obligation required of

emigrants was an oath of fidelity and allegiance to the colony, the same as

imposed upon the Dutch settlers. Both parties enjoyed equal privileges. 




This free internal trade,

however, produced some irregularities; and a new proclamation soon became

necessary to warn all persons against selling guns or ammunition to the

Indians. Still another edict prohibited persons from sailing to Fort Orange

(Albany), and the South River (Fort Hope), and returning without a passport.

Another very unpopular edict, also, was shortly after issued by Kieft. His

extreme anxiety to serve his patrons caused him to " demand some tribute

" of maize, furs, or sewant, from the neighboring Indians,

"whom," he said, "we have thus far defended against their

enemies; " and in case of their refusal, proper measures were to be taken

to "remove their reluctance." 




In regard, however, to the

Governor's proclamation against selling guns, &c, to the Indians, nothing

can be said against it. The case demanded it. Freedom of trade with the savages

had, indeed, run into abuses and injurious excesses. 




The colonists neglected

agriculture for the quicker gains of traffic; and at times, by settling

"far in the interior of the country," and, by " great

familiarity and treating," brought themselves into contempt with the

Indians. Evil consequences, as a matter of course, followed this unwise conduct

— the most unfortunate of which was the supplying of the savages with new

weapons of war. They considered the gun, at first, " the Devil" and

would not even touch it; but, once discovering its fatal use, eagerly sought

the fire-arms of the whites. They would willingly barter twenty beaver-skins

for a single musket, and pay ten or twelve guilders for a pound of powder. As

no merchandise became so valuable to the red men, the West India Company

foresaw the evil of arming the savages, and declared the trade in fire-arms

contraband. It even forbade the supply to the New Netherland Indians, under

penalty of death. But the prospect of large profits easily nullified this law

of prudence and wisdom. 




In 1640, Director Kieft

determined upon another unwise measure, viz., the exaction of a contribution,

or rather a tax, of corn, furs, and wampum from the Indians about Fort

Amsterdam. This and other improper acts entirely estranged them from the

settlers, and laid the foundation of a bloody war, which, the next year (1641),

desolated New Netherland. Meanwhile, Kieft, continuing stubborn, sent sloops to

Tappan to levy contributions; but the natives indignantly refused to pay the

novel tribute. In their own plain language, they wondered bow the Sachem at the

fort dared to exact such things from them He must be, they said, a very shabby

fellow; he had come to live in their land, where they had not invited him, and

now came to deprive them of their corn, for no equivalent. They, therefore,

refused to pay, adding this unanswerable argument: "If we have ceded to

you the country you are living in, we yet remain masters of what we have

retained for ourselves! " 




Notwithstanding, however, the

many injudicious acts of Governor Kieft, it cannot be denied that, during his

administration, the trade of New Amsterdam began to be better regulated. The

streets of the town, also, were better laid out in the lower section of the

city. In 1641, Kieft instituted two annual fairs, for the purpose of

encouraging agriculture — one of which was held in October, for cattle; and the

other the next month, for hogs, upon the Bowling Green. The holding of these

fairs opened the way for another important addition to the comfort of the town.

No tavern, as yet, had been started in the Dutch settlement; and the numerous

visitors from the interior and the New England colonies were forced to avail

themselves of the Governor's hospitalities. The fairs increasing in number,

Kieft found them a heavy tax upon his politeness, as well as his larder; and,

in 1642, he erected a large stone tavern, at the Company's expense. It was situated

on a commanding spot, near the present Coenties Slip, and was afterward altered

into the " Stadt Huys" or City Hall. 




The Governor now succeeded

better, not only in enforcing law and restraining contraband trade, but in

checking the importation of bad wampum, which had become a serious loss to the

traders, by reducing its value from four to six beads for a stiver.




This wampum or sewant, from its

close connection with the early trade of New Netherland, requires special

notice. This kind of money, or circulating medium, embraced two kinds, the

wampum or white, and the Sackanhook Suci, or black sewant. The former was made

from the periwinkle, and the latter from the purple part of the hard clam.

These, rounded into beads and polished, with drilled holes, were strung upon

the sinews of animals, and woven into different size belts. Black beads were

twice as valuable as the white, and the latter became, therefore, naturally,

beads of porcelain were manufactured in Europe, and circulated among the

colonists, until the evil finally became so great, that the Council, in Kill,

published an ordinance, declaring that a large quantity of bad sewant, imported

from other placers, was in circulation, while the good and really fine sewant,

usually called " Manhattan Sewant" was kept out of sight, or exported

— a state of things which must eventually ruin the country. To cure this public

evil, the ordinance provided that nil coarse sewant, well stringed, should pass

for one stiver. This is the first ordinance, on record, to regulate such

currency. In the year 1647, they were again reduced from six to eight for a,

stiver, and thus became the commercial "greenbacks" of the early

Dutch. 




About this period, the increasing

intercourse and business with the English settlements made it necessary that

more attention should he paid to the English Language. Governor Kieft had, it

is true, some knowledge of the English tongue; hut his subordinates were

generally ignorant of it — a circumstance which often caused great embarrassment

George Baxter was accordingly appointed his English Secretary, with a. salary

of two hundred dollars per annum; and thus, for the first time, the English

language was officially recognized in New Amsterdam. 




As the colony grew Stronger, the

Dutch scattered themselves further into the interior; established themselves

more firmly at Manhattan; and thus gave to the City of New York its first,

incorporation two hundred and nineteen years ago. The ferries received early

attention from the corporation. No one was permitted to be a ferryman, without

a license from the magistrates. The ferryman also was required to provide

proper boats and servants, with houses, on both sides of the river, to

accommodate passengers. All officials passed free of toll; or, to speak more in

accordance with the language of the present day, were dead-heads. But the

ferryman was not compelled to cross the river in a tempest. Foot-passengers

were charged three stivers each, except Indians, who paid six, unless two or

more went over together. The annual salary of the Burgomasters was also, at

this period, fixed at three hundred and fifty guilders, and the Shepens at two

hundred and fifty. A corporate seal was granted to the city, in which the

principal object was a beaver, as was also the case, as has been seen, with the

seal of New Netherland. 




The first charter of New

Netherland restricted, as we have seen, the commercial privileges of the

patroons; but in the year 1640 they were extended to "all free

colonists," and the stockholders in the Dutch Company. Nevertheless, the

latter body adhered to onerous imports, for its own benefit, and required a

duty of ten per cent, on all goods shipped to New Netherland, and five upon

return cargoes, excepting peltry, which paid ten at Manhattan, before exported.

The prohibition of manufactures within the province was now abolished, and the

Company renewed its promise to send over " as many blacks as

possible." 




In 1643, the colonists easily

obtained goods from the Company's warehouse, whither they were obliged to bring

their fur purchases, before shipment to Holland. The furs were then generally

sold at Amsterdam, under the supervision of the patroon, whose share, at first,

was one-half, but was afterward reduced to one-sixth. Under this system, the

price of a beaver's skin, which before 1642 had been six, now rose to ten

" fathoms." It was, therefore, considered proper for the colonial

authorities to regulate this traffic; and they, accordingly, fixed the price at

nine " fathoms " of white wampum, at the same time forbidding all

persons to " go into the bush to trade." Another proclamation

declared that " no inhabitants of the colonies should presume to buy any

goods from the residents." It would appear, however, that these ordinances

could not be enforced; for a sloop, soon after arriving with a cargo, the

colonists purchased what they wanted. The commissary was then ordered to search

the houses for concealed goods. But the old record naively says: " The

Sellout gossiped, without making a search." 




In 1644, the ever-busy New

Englanders — imagining that the beavers came from "a great lake in the

northwest part" of their patent — began to covet a share in the fur trade

on the Delaware. Accordingly, an expedition was dispatched from Boston to

" sail up the Delaware, as high as they could go; and some of the company,

under the conduct of Mr. William Aspinwall, a good artist, and one who had been

in those parts, to pass by small skiffs or canoes up the river, so far as they

could." The expedition failing, another bark " was sent out the same

year, from Boston, to trade at Delaware." Wintering in the bay, during the

spring she went to the Maryland side, and in three weeks obtained five hundred

beaver-skins— a " good parcel." But this second Boston trading voyage

was ruined by the savages; for, as the bark was leaving, fifteen Indians came

aboard, " as if they would trade again," and suddenly drawing their

hatchets from under their coats, killed the captain, with three of the crew,

and then rifled the vessel of all her goods. 




This continued interference of

New England adventurers with the Delaware trade, at length became very annoying

to Kieft, as well as to Printz, the Swedish Governor of the Delaware colony.

The Dutch at New Amsterdam, as the earliest explorers of South River, had seen

their trading monopoly there invaded by the Swedes; but when the New Englanders

made their appearance in pursuit of the same prize, the Swedes made common

cause with the Dutch to repel the new intruders. The question of sovereignty was

soon raised abroad by the arrival of two Swedish ships, the Key of Kalmar and

the Flame, sent home by Printz with large cargoes of tobacco and beaver skins.

Bad weather, and the war which had just arisen between Denmark and Sweden,

obliged these vessels to run into the Port of Harlington, in Friesland. There

they were seized by the West India Company, which not only claimed sovereignty

over all the regions around the South River, but exacted the import duties that

their charter granted The Swedish Minister at the Hague protested against these

exactions; and a long correspondence ensued, which resulted in the vessels

being discharged the following summer upon the payment of the import duties. 




During the year 1644, Kieft,

headstrong and imprudent as usual, became involved in a war with the New

England Indians. At this juncture of affairs, a ship arrived from Holland with

a cargo of goods for Van Rensselaer's patroonery; and Kieft, the Dutch

forces being in want of clothing, called upon the supercargo to furnish fifty

pairs of shoes for the soldiers, offering full payment in silver, beaver, or

wampum. The supercargo, however, zealously regarding his patroon's

mercantile interests, refused to comply, whereupon the Governor ordered a levy,

and obtained enough shoes to supply as "many soldiers as afterward killed

five hundred of the enemy." The Governor, much provoked, next commanded

the vessel to be thoroughly searched, when a large lot of guns and ammunition,

not in the manifest, were discovered and declared contraband, and the ship and

cargo confiscated. Winthrop says that he had on board 4,000 weight of powder

and seven hundred guns, with which he proposed to carry on a trade with the

natives. For such acts as these, Kieft seems to have been equally detested by Indians

and Dutch, the former desiring his removal, and daily crying, " Wouter!

Wouter! " meaning Wouter Van Twiller, his immediate predecessor. 




Meanwhile, the Indian war

continued; the Dutch settlers were in danger of utter destruction; and the

expenses of the soldiery could not be met. Neither could the West India Company

send aid to its unfortunate colony, as that body had been made bankrupt by its

military operations in Brazil. A bill of exchange, drawn by Kieft upon the

Amsterdam Chamber, came back protested. The demands for public money were too

pressing to await the slow proceedings of an admiralty court; and accordingly,

soon after this, on the 29th of May, 1644, a privateer, the La Garee, Captain

Blauvelt, having been commissioned by the Governor to cruise in the West

Indies, returned to Manhattan with two rich Spanish prizes. 




Director Kieft now proposed to

replenish the Provisional Treasury by an excise on wine, beer, brandy, and

beaver-skins. This was opposed by his official advisers, or the so-called

"Eight Men," because they thought such an act would be oppressive,

and the right of taxation belonged to sovereignty, and not to an inferior

officer in New Netherland. An old account says that the Director was "

very much offended," and sharply reprimanded the people's representatives,

declaring, " I have more power here than the Company has itself;

therefore, I may do and suffer in this country what I please; I am my own

master." * * * Remaining immovable, however, he three days afterward

arbitrarily ordered "that on each barrel of beer tapped, an excise duty of

two guilders should be paid — one-half by the brewer, and one-half by the

publican." But those Burghers who did not retail it were to pay only

one-half as much. On every quart of brandy and wine also, four stivers were to

be paid, and on every beaver-skin one guilder. Besides the excise on the beer,

the brewers were also required to make a return of the quantity they brewed;

but upon their sternly refusing to pay the unjust tribute, judgment was

obtained against them, and their beer "given as a prize to the

soldiers." 




But notwithstanding all the

efforts to restrain illicit traffic, it still continued at Rensselaerswyck

(Albany), where three or four thousand furs had been carried away by unlicensed

traders. Van Rensselaer, " as the first and oldest " patroon on the

river, resolved that no one should " presume to abuse " his acquired

rights, and erected a fort on Beelen Island. A claim of " staple

right" was set up, and Nicholas Koorn was appointed "

Wacht-Meester," to levy a toll of five guilders upon all vessels passing

by, except those of the West India Company, and to make them lower their colors

to the merchant poltroon's authority. This annoyance soon manifested itself,

for while the Good Hope, a little yacht, Captain Loockermans, was passing down

from Fort Orange to Manhattan, " a gun without ball " was fired from

the new fort, and Koorn cried out, " Strike thy colors! " " For

whom? " demanded the captain of the vessel. " For the staple right of

Rensselaer! " was the reply. " I strike for nobody but the Prince of

Orange, or those by whom I am employed! " retorted the testy Dutchman, as

he slowly steered on. Several shots followed. "The first," according

to the old account, "went through the sail, and broke the ropes and the

ladder; a second shot passed over us; and the third, fired by a savage,

perforated our princely colors, about a foot above the head of Loockermans, who

kept the colors constantly in his hand." 




For this daring act Koorn was forth

with called to answer before the Council at Fort Amsterdam, when he pleaded his

patroon's authority. Van der Huyghens, the Schout-Fiscal (Sheriff), also

protested against "the lawless transactions" of the patroon's

wacht-meester. Still, the patroon's agent tried to justify his course, "

inasmuch as this step had been taken to keep the canker of free-traders off his

colonies." Nevertheless, he was fined, and forbidden to repeat his

offense. 




At length the pitiable condition

of the New Netherland colony attracted the attention of the Dutch Government.

Its originators, as before mentioned, had become nearly, if not entirely,

bankrupt. To use their own official words, " the long-looked-for profits

thence " had never arrived, and they themselves had no means to relieve

"the poor inhabitants who had left their Fatherland;" accordingly,

the bankrupt Company urged the " States-General " for a subsidy of

1,000,000 of guilders to place the Dutch province in good, prosperous, and

profitable order. 




That body directed an examination

to be made into the affairs of New Netherland, and also into the propriety of

restricting its internal trade to residents, with the policy of opening a free

one between Brazil and Manhattan. Upon making this investigation, it was found

that New Netherland, instead of becoming a source of commercial profit to the

Company, had absolutely cost that body, from the year 1626 to 1644, " over

550,000 guilders, deducting returns received from there." Still, "

the Company could not decently or consistently abandon it." The Director's

salary, the report continues, should be 3,000 guilders, and the whole civil and

military establishment of New Netherland 20,000 guilders. As many African

negroes, it thought, should be brought from Brazil as the patroons, farmers,

and settlers "would be willing to pay for at a fair price." It would

thus appear that our Dutch forefathers had something to do with the slave

trade, as well as the Eastern and Southern colonies. Free grants of land were

to be offered to all emigrants on Manhattan Island; a trade allowed to Brazil

and the fisheries; the manufacture and exportation of salt were to be

encouraged, and the duties of the revenue officers -sharply attended to."

Such was the business condition of New Netherland in the year 1645. The five

previous years of Indian wars had hardly known five months of peace and

prosperity. Kieft, perceiving his former errors, concluded a treaty of amity

with the Indians, August 30th, 1645. In two years, not less than 1,600 savages

had been killed at Manhattan and its neighborhood, and scarcely one hundred

could be found besides traders. 




The insufficient condition of the

fort as a place of defense became the subject of serious consideration aftei

this war, and the authorities in Holland, listening to the importunities of the

colonists, gave directions for its improvement, requiring, however, that the

people should contribute, to some extent, towards the labor and expense

involved. In 1647, the subject was discussed in the Council of the Director-General,

and a resolution was passed that the fort should be repaired with stone laid in

mortar, " by which means alone," it was stated, " a lasting work

could be made," inasmuch as the earth to be procured in the neighborhood was

entirely unfit to make it stable with sods, unless it were annually renewed,

nearly at the same expense; and, as this project required a considerable

disbursement for labor in carrying the stone, etc., it was found expedient to

consult the inhabitants, to learn the extent to which assistance would be

afforded by them. In communicating their resolve to the people, the authorities

referred to " this glorious work, which must increase the respect for the

Government, as well as afford a safe retreat to the inhabitants in case of danger."

The suggestion was, that every male inhabitant, between the ages of sixteen and

sixty rears, should devote, annually, twelve days' labor, or, in lieu thereof,

contribute for each day two guilders (eighty cents). But the project was found

too expensive for the means at hand, and the completion of the work with stone

was abandoned for the time, the work being repaired with earth as before. Nor

does it appear that it was, as yet, protected by any inclosure from the inroads

of the vagrant cattle, as the Director is found, from time to time,

expostulating with the city authorities against permitting swine, goats, and

other animals, to run at large in the town, from which great destruction to the

works of the fortress ensued. 




Soon after the peace, in 1647,

Kieft, having been recalled, embarked for Holland, carrying with him specimens

of New Netherland minerals (gathered by the Raritan Indians in the Neversink

Hills), and a fortune estimated by his enemies at 400.000 guilders. Dominie

Bogardus and Van der Huygens, late Fiscal, were fellowpassengers in the

richly-laden vessel. The ship, having been carelessly navigated into the

English Channel, was wrecked upon the rugged coast of Wales, and went to

pieces. Kieft. with eighty other persons, including Bogardus and the ex-Fiscal,

were lost; only twenty were saved. Melyn, the patroon of Staten Island,

floating on his back, landed on a sand-bank, and thence reached the main-land

in safety. 




 


















 




CHAPTER II.




 




On the 11th of May, 1647,

Governor Stuyvesant, as " Redresser-General " of all the colonial

abuses, arrived at Manhattan, to enter upon an administration which was to last

until the end of the Dutch power over New Netherland. Well might the new

Governor write home that he " found the colony in a low condition."

Disorder and discontent were everywhere apparent, the public revenue was in

arrears, and smuggling had nearly ruined legitimate trade. Such were the

auspices — sufficiently gloomy — under which the last of the Dutch Governors

entered upon his administration. Far from despairing, however, the sturdy

Dutchman put his shoulder at once to the wheel. Publicans were restrained from

selling liquor before two o'clock on Sundays, " when there is no preaching,"

and after nine o'clock in the evening; to the savages none was to be sold. The

revenue, greatly defrauded by smuggling furs into New England and Virginia for

shipment to England, was henceforth to be guarded by stringent laws. The

introduction of foreign merchandise by vessels running past Fort Amsterdam

during the night was also to be stopped; and all vessels were obliged to anchor

under the guns of the fort, near the present Battery. For the purpose of

replenishing the treasury, an excise duty was now, for the first time, levied

on wines and liquors; the export duty on peltry was increased; the unpaid

tenths from the impoverished farmers were called in, although a year's grace

was allowed for payment, in consequence of losses by the Indian wars; and, in addition

to all this, two of the Company's yachts, still further to increase the

revenue, were sent on a cruise to the West Indies, to capture, if possible,

some of the richly-laden Spanish vessels returning to Spain. 




Stuyvesant, also, seems to have

been the first Governor who took pride in improving the town itself. He found

the infant city very unattractive, with half the houses in a dilapidated

condition, cattle running at large, the public ways crooked, and the fences

straggling in zigzag fashion, many of them encroaching on the lines of the

streets. All these evils he at once set about to remedy; and one of his

earliest acts was to appoint the first " Surveyors of Buildings,"

whose duties were to regulate the erection of new houses in New Amsterdam. 




The Dutch Company " now

resolved to open to private persons the trade which it had exclusively carried

on with New Netherland, the Virginia, the Swedish, English, and French

colonies, or other places thereabout;" and the new Director and Council were

ordered to be vigilant in enforcing all colonial custom-house regulations. All

cargoes to New Netherland were to be examined, on arrival, by the custom-house

officers, and all who were homeward bound were to give bonds for the payment of

duties in Holland. Nor was it long before Stuyvesant had an opportunity of

showing his zeal. The St. Benicio, an Amsterdam ship, was found trading at New

Haven without the license of the West India Company; but the owners of the

cargo applied for permission to trade at Manhattan, upon the payment of the

proper duties. This permit obtained, Stuyvesant learned that the ship was about

to sail directly to Virginia, without having paid duties, as well as without a

manifest. The case having thus assumed an open violation of the colonial revenue

laws, the Governor embarked a company of soldiers, who, sailing up the Sound,

captured the smuggler in New Haven harbor. This bold act naturally produced a

great sensation; and Eaton, the Governor of the New Haven colony, protested

against Stuyvesant, as a disturber of the peace. In reply, Stuyvesant claimed

all the region from Cape Henlopen to Cape Cod as a part of New Netherland. with

the right to levy duty upon all Dutch vessels trading at New Haven. A sharp

correspondence ensued between the " State Right " parties, which

resulted in the Dutch Governor issuing a proclamation, declaring, " If any

person, noble or ignoble, freeman or slave, debtor or creditor — yea, to the

lowest prisoner included, run away from New Haven, or seek refuge in our limits,

he shall remain free under our protection, on taking the oath of

allegiance." The Dutch colonists, however, objected to this unwise measure

as tending to change their province into a refuge for vagabonds from the

neighboring English settlements, and the obnoxious proclamation was thereupon

revoked. 




About this period, 1648, it

became necessary to regulate the taverns, as about one-fourth part of the town

of New Amsterdam had become houses for the sale of brandy, tobacco, or beer. No

new taverns, it was ordained, should be licensed, except by the unanimous

consent of the Director and his Council; and those established might continue

four years longer, if their owners would abstain from selling to the savages,

report all brawls, and occupy decent houses — " to adorn the town of New

Amsterdam." Notwithstanding, however, all these precautions, the Indians

were daily seen " running about drunk through the Manhattans." New

York, now the metropolitan city, witnesses every day and night crowds of such

drunken savages in her streets; and it would almost seem that our wise

legislators have not wisdom or strength enough to frame laws to subdue or

prevent this great public evil. Finally, at New Amsterdam, in addition to all

the former penalties, offenders against the temperance laws were "to be

arbitrarily punished without any dissimulation." 




In the year 1648, no person was

allowed to carry on business, except he was a permanent resident and had taken

the oath of allegiance, was worth from two thousand to three thousand guilders

at least, and intended to " keep fire and light in the province." This

was an early expression of permanent residence in the Dutch province. Old

residents, however, not possessing the full trading qualifications, were

allowed the same privilege, provided they remained in the province, and used

only the weights and measures of " Old Amsterdam, to which we owe our

name." Scotch merchants and peddlers were not forgotten in these business

arrangements, for it was also ordained that "all Scotch merchants and

small dealers, who come over from their own country with the intention of

trading here," should " not be permitted to carry on any trade in the

land" until they had resided there three years. They were also required to

build a " decent, habitable tenement" one year after their arrival.

Every Monday was to be a market-day, and, in imitation of Fatherland, an annual

" keemis," or fair, for ten days, was established, commencing on

Monday after St. Bartholomew's Day, at which all persons could sell goods from

their tents. The trade on the North and the South River was reserved for

citizens having the requisite qualifications. It was declared, however, that

the East River should be " free and open to anyone, no matter to what

nation he may belong." All vessels under fifty tons were to anchor between

the Capsey " Hoeck" (which divided the East and North Rivers) and the

" Hand," or guide-board, near the present Battery. No freight was to

be landed, nor any boats to leave the vessels, from sunset to sunrise. Those

regulations were strictly enforced, and the high custom or duties exacted from

the colonists amounted to almost thirty per cent., " besides waste."

" The avidity of the Director to confiscate, " says an old account,

" was a vulture, destroying the property of New Netherland, diverting its

trade, and making the people discontented." This '"'bad report"

spread among the English, north and south, and even reached the. West India and

Caribbean Islands. Boston traders declared that more than twenty-five vessels

would every year reach Manhattan from those islands, " if the owners were

not fearful of confiscation." Not a ship now dared come from those places.

Difficulties constantly arising between the authorities of the Fatherland and

New Netherland, the " Presiding Chamber " plainly perceived that they

must make concessions, or lose all control over their distant colony.

Accordingly, the " Commonalty of Manhattan" was informed that the

Amsterdam Directors had determined to abolish the export duty on tobacco, to

reduce the price of the same, and to allow the colonists to purchase negroes

from Africa — all this being designed to show their " good

intentions." They also informed Governor Stuyvesant of their assent to a

"burgher government" in Manhattan, which should approach as nearly as

possible to the custom of " the metropolis of Holland." At the time

that the colonists had obtained this concession (1652) of the long desired

burgher government, New Amsterdam numbered a population of seven hundred or

eight hundred souls. 




At last, a naval war, long

brewing, broke out between England and the United Provinces, and, without

warning, Dutch ships were arrested in English ports, and the crews impressed.

Martin Harpertsen Tromp commanded the Dutch fleet. His name has no prefix

of" Van," as many writers insist. Bancroft and Brodhead are among the

few who have not adopted the common error. The Dutch Admiral was no more "

Van Tromp " than the English was " Van Blake," or our brave

American " Van Farragut." Tromp, in a few days, met the British

fleet, under Admiral Blake, in Dover Straits, and a bloody but indecisive fight

followed. Brilliant naval engagements ensued, in which Tromp and De Ruyter,

with Blake and Ayscue, immortalized themselves. But the first year of

hostilities closing with a victory for the Dutch, Blake sought refuge for his

vessels in the Thames River, when the Dutch commander placed a broom at his

masthead — an emblem or token that he had swept the British Channel free from

British ships. These hostilities between Holland and England encouraged pirates

and robbers to infest the shores of the East River, and perpetrate excesses on

Long Island and the neighborhood of New Amsterdam. Several yachts were

immediately commissioned to act against the pirates. A reward of one hundred

talers was offered for each of the outlaws, and a proclamation issued

prohibiting all persons from harboring them, under the penalty of banishment

and the confiscation of their goods. Forces had even been collected to act

against New Netherland, but the joyful intelligence of peace sent them to

dislodge the French from the coast of Maine; and thus, for ten years longer,

the coveted Dutch-American province continued under the sway of Holland. The

peace was published " in the ringing of bell" from the City Hall, and

the 12th of August, 1654, appointed, piously by Stuyvesant, as a day of general

thanksgiving. 




During the same month, 1654, Le

Moyne, a Jesuit father and missionary to the Indians, immortalized his name by

a discovery which afterward formed one of the largest sources of wealth in our

State. Reaching the entrance of a small lake, filled with salmon-trout and

other fish, he tasted the water of a spring, which his Indian guides were

afraid to drink, saying that there was a demon in it which rendered it

offensive. But the Jesuit had discovered " a fountain of salt water,"

from which he actually made salt as natural as that of the sea. Taking a

sample, he descended the Oneida, passed over Ontario and the St Lawrence, and

safely reached Quebec with the intelligence of his wonderful discovery. To the

State of New York it has been more valuable than a mine of silver or gold. 




During the year 1654, the Swedish

and the Casimir colonists on the Delaware took the Dutch fort on that river;

and soon after, Stuyvesant avenged himself by capturing the Golden Shark, a

Swedish ship, bound to South River, which, by mistake, had entered Sandy Hook

and anchored behind Staten Island. The captain, having discovered his error,

sent a boat to Manhattan for a pilot, when the Governor ordered the crew to the

guard-house, and dispatched soldiers to seize the vessel. The Shark's cargo was

removed to the Company's magazine, until a reciprocal restitution should be

made. The Swedish agent sent a long protest to Governor Stuyvesant, complaining

of his conduct. 




In the year 1656, there were in

New Amsterdam one hundred and twenty houses and one thousand souls. A

proclamation, issued at this time, forbade the removal of any corps in the town

or colony, until the Company's tithes had been paid. The authorities of

Rensselaerswick refusing to publish this notice, the tapsters were sent down to

New Amsterdam, pleading that they acted under the orders of their feudal

officers. This defense was overruled, and one person was fined two hundred

pounds, and another, eight hundred guilders. 




The cities of Holland, for a long

time, had enjoyed certain municipal privileges called " great " and

" small " burgher rights. In Amsterdam, all who paid five hundred

guilders were enrolled "great burghers," and they monopolized all the

offices, and were also exempt from attainder and confiscation of goods. The

" small burghers" paid fifty guilders for the honors, and had the

freedom of trade only. This burghership became hereditary in Holland, and could

pass by marriage, and be acquired by females as well as by males. Foreigners,

after a year's probation, could also become burghers; and the burghers were

generally the merchants and tradesmen. The various trades and professions

formed separate associations, or "guilds" and their members were

bound to assist each other in distress or danger. In Fatherland, each guild

generally inhabited a separate quarter of the town, was organized as a military

company, and fought under its own standard, having its own " dekken,"

or dean. 




In the year 1657, "in

conformity to the laudable custom of the city of Amsterdam in Europe,"

this great burgher right was introduced into New Amsterdam. 




This was an absurd imitation of

an invidious policy, and the mother city herself was soon obliged to abandon

it, notwithstanding Governor Stuyvesant attempted to establish in New Amsterdam

this most offensive of all distinctions — an aristocracy founded on a class, or

mere wealth. 




In Mr. Paulding's " Affairs

and Men of New Amsterdam in the Time of Governor Peter Stuyvesant," there

is a list of the recorded Great Citizenship, in the year 1657. As a rare matter

of the olden time, it is here given entire: 




" Joh. La Montagne, Junior;

Jan Gillesen Van Burggh, Hendricksen Kip, De Heere General Stuyvesant, Domine

Megapolensis, Jacob Gerritsen Strycker, Jan Virge, The wife of Cornells Van

Tienhoven, Hendrick Van Dyck, Kip Hendrick, Junior; Captain Martin Krigier,

Karl Van Burggh, Jacob Van Couwenhoven, Laurisen Cornelisen, Van Wyek, Johannes

Pietersen, VanBurggh, Cornelis Steenwyck, Wilb. Bogardus, Daniel Litschoe,

Pieter Van Couwenhoven." These twenty names composed the aristocracy of

New York two hundred and thirteen years ago, when umbrellas and carriages were

unknown. 




We have also before us the names

of the " small " citizenship, which number two hundred and sixteen.

In a few short years it was found that this division of the citizens into two

classes produced great inconvenience, in consequence of the very small number

of great burghers who were eligible to office. It became necessary for the

Government to change this unpopular order. The heavy fee to obtain it

frightened most foreigners, so that it was purchased but once during a period

of sixteen years. In the year 1668, the difference between "great"

and "small" burghers was abolished, when every burgher became legally

entitled to all burgher privileges. 




During the year 1659, it was

discovered that the Dutch colony had as yet produced no returns, and was

already seven thousand guilders in arrears. It was therefore determined that,

to prevent further loss, such colonists only as had left Holland before

December, 1658, should be supplied with provisions. Goods were to be sold only

for cash, and exemptions from tithes and taxes were to cease several years

before the original stipulated period, and merchandise thereafter was to be

consigned to the city of Amsterdam exclusively. The colonists remonstrated

against this new restriction of trade, which had the appearance of gross

slavery, and of fettering the free prospects of a worthy people. This

remonstrance was well timed, and the City Council consented that all the

traders on the South River might export all goods, except peltry, to any place

they wished. 




In the year 1660, a second survey

and map of New Amsterdam was made by Jacques Cortelyou, and the city was found

to contain three hundred and fifty houses. It was sent to the Amsterdam

Chamber, in case it should be thought " good to make it more public by

having it engraved." This early map has probably been lost. 




The restoration of Charles the

Second, in 1661, did not produce in England more friendly feelings towards the

Dutch; and the two nations now became commercial rivals. The Act of Navigation

had already closed the ports of New England, Virginia, and Maryland against

Holland and its colony of New Netherland; and such at that time was the narrow

spirit of British statesmen, that many Independents and Dissenters desired to

seek new homes, where they would be alike free from monarchy, prelacy, and

British rule. 




Nor were these considerations

overlooked in Holland. The West India Company now determined to invite

emigration to New Netherland by larger inducements; accordingly, a new charter

was drawn up, which granted to " all such people as shall be disposed to

take up their abode in those parts," fifteen leagues of land along the

sea-coast, " and as far in depth in the continent as any plantation hath,

or may be, settled in New Netherland." Emigrants were also to have "

high, middle, and low jurisdiction," "freedom from head-money"

for twenty years, property in mines, freedom for ten years from taxes, the

right to use their own ships, and freedom in the fishing trade. "

Therefore," added the Company, " if any of the English, good

Christians, who may be assured of the advantage to mankind of plantations in

these latitudes to others more southerly, and shall rationally be disposed to

transport themselves to the said place, under the conduct of the United

Provinces, they shall have full liberty to live in the fear of the Lord, upon

the aforesaid good conditions, and shall be likewise courteously used." A

proper act, under the seal of the Company, was issued at the Hague, which

granted to " all Christian people of tender conscience in England or

elsewhere oppressed, full liberty to erect a colony in the West Indies, between

New England and Virginia, in America, now within the jurisdiction of Peter

Stuyvesant, the States-General Governor for the West India Company." How

many " Christian people of tender conscience " availed themselves of

these advantageous offers, does not appear; but the metropolis prospered. A

better currency was now found to be indispensable, and the burgomasters wrote

to Holland for authority to establish a mint for the coinage of silver, and to

constitute wampum (needed for trade with the savages) an article of sale. But

the Amsterdam Directors refused to grant this improvement of the colonial

currency. 




A number of breweries,

brick-kilns, and other manufactories, carried on a successful business; and the

potteries on Long Island some persons esteemed equal to those of Delft. Dirck

De Wolf having obtained from the Amsterdam Chamber, in 1661, the exclusive

privilege of making salt for seven years in New Netherland, began its

manufacture upon Coney Island; but the Gravesend settlers, who claimed the spot,

arrested the enterprise; and this, too, notwithstanding Governor Stuyvesant

sent a military guard to protect him. 




In the year 1664, the population

of New Netherland had increased to "full ten thousand," and New

Amsterdam contained one thousand five hundred, and wore an appearance of great

prosperity. English jealousy evidently increased with the augmenting commerce

of the Dutch. James, Duke of York, was the King's brother, and also Governor of

the African Company, and he denounced the Dutch West India Company, which had

endeavored to secure the territory on the Gold Coast from English speculators

and intruders. England, now resolved to march a step further, and, at one blow,

to rob Holland of her American province. The King granted a sealed patent to the

Duke of York for a large territory in America, including Long Island, and all

lands and rivers from the west side of the Connecticut to the east side of

Delaware Bay. This sweeping grant embraced the whole of New Netherland. 




The Duke of York, that he might

lose no time in securing his patent, dispatched Captain Scott, with one hundred

and fifty followers, to visit the Island of Manhattan, the value of which was

now estimated at three thousand pounds. On the 11th of January, 1664, the

valorous Scott made his appearance at "Breukelen" Ferry Landing, and,

with a great flourish of trumpets, demanded submission to the English flag.

Governor Stuyvesant, dispatching his Secretary, politely asked Captain Scott,

" Will you come across the river?" and the reply was, " No; let

Stuyvesant come over with one hundred soldiers; I will wait for him here!"

"What for?" demanded the Secretary. " I would run him through

the body!" was the Captain's courteous answer. " That would not be a

friendly act," replied the Governor's Deputy. Thus they parted; Scott

retiring to Midwout (Flatbush) with his forces, with drums beating and colors

flying, while the people " looked on with wonder, not knowing what it

meant." Scott told them that they must abandon their allegiance to the

Dutch, and promised to confer with Governor Stuyvesant. But when he reached the

river, on his way to New Amsterdam for this purpose, he declined crossing it.

Still he felt very brave, threatening to go over, proclaim the English King at

the Manhattans, and "rip the guts, and cut the feet from under any man who

says, ' This is not the King's land.' " This was, certainly, very

bloodthirsty; but the good people of Manhattan all escaped with whole feet and

bowels. The valiant Captain then marched to New Utrecht, ordered the only gun

of which the block-house boasted to be fired in the King's honor, and then

continued his triumphant march to Amersfort, for another bloodless victory. 




Governor Stuyvesant now ordered a

new commission to confer with Captain Scott, at Jamaica, and Cornelis Steenwyck

— one of the fathers of New Amsterdam, residing on his farm at Harlem — was one

of the commission. It was here agreed that the English Captain should desist

from disturbing the Dutch towns. The latter, however, insisted that the basis

of future negotiations should recognize Long Island as belonging to Great

Britain. He also hinted that the Duke of York intended to reduce, in time, the

whole province of New Netherland — a declaration which was to prove true sooner

than the Dutch Governor anticipated. 




In September of the same year

(1664), Colonel Nicolls anchored before New Amsterdam with a fleet and

soldiers. His imperious message to Governor Stuyvesant was: " I shall come

with ships and soldiers, raise the white flag of peace at the fort, and then

something may be considered. The Dutch colony was entirely unprepared for such

a warlike visit, and capitulated at eight o'clock on the morning of September

8th, 1664. Stuyvesant, at the head of the garrison, marched out of the fort with

the honors of war, pursuant to the terms of the surrender. His soldiers were

immediately led down the " Bever's Paafje" or Beaver Lane, to the

shore of the North River, where they embarked for Holland. An English "

corporal's guard " immediately entered and took possession of the fort,

over which the English flag was at once hoisted. Its name, Fort Amsterdam, was

then changed to " Fort James," and New Amsterdam was henceforth known

as " New York." This was a violent and treacherous seizure of

territory at a time of profound peace — a breach of private justice and public

faith; and by it, a great State had imposed on it a name which is unknown in

history, save as it is connected with bigotry and tyranny, and which has ever

been an enemy of political and religious liberty. 




Before following further the

course of events, a brief retrospect of the commercial prosperity of New

Netherland seems desirable. At the period when Governor Stuyvesant's

administration was so suddenly terminated by the arrival of the Duke of York's

forces, the population of New Netherland was established at " full ten

thousand." When New Amsterdam was first surveyed, in 1656, it contained

one hundred and twenty houses and one thousand souls, which increased to

fifteen hundred in 1664. Not quite two hundred and fifty of these were male

adults; and the rest women and children below eighteen years of age. The same

city now numbers about a million of people! New York, on an average, has about

doubled its population every twenty-three years. Be it remembered that trade

and commerce became the great stimulus of population, and their regulation of

the utmost importance. The damages incurred by the West India Company during

1645-6, in Brazil, and estimated at one hundred tons of gold, rendered some measures

necessary to retrieve its condition. Trade with that country was therefore

opened in the year 1648 to the New Netherlander, who were permitted to send

thither their produce, and return with African slaves, whose subsequent

exportation from the Dutch Province was forbidden. Four years afterward, the

province obtained the privilege of trading to Africa for slaves and other

articles. In the same year, the monopoly of the carrying trade between Holland

and this country (before in the hands of the Amsterdam Chamber) was abolished;

" for the first time," private vessels were now entered at Amsterdam;

and, in 1659, the privilege of exporting produce to France, Spain, Italy, and

the Caribbean Islands, was obtained. Thus, the markets of the world, except

those of the East, were opened to New Netherland ships. From this regulation,

however, furs alone were an exception, as these were to be sent exclusively to

Amsterdam. 




The duties were fixed by the

tariff of 1648, at ten per cent, on imported, and fifteen upon exported goods;

but some difference existed in favor of English colonial buttons, causing them

first to be sent to New England, and thence imported into New Netherland at a

low rate. To obviate this, in 1651, the duties on such goods were raised to

sixteen per cent., tobacco excepted, its eight per cent. tax being taken off.

In the year 1655, the duties on imports again were reduced to ten per cent.,

and, in 1659, owing to the demand for lead to be used in window frames, this

article was placed on the free-list. As we have noticed, the industry of the

Dutch colonists was early manifested in ship-building. At the close of

Stuyvesant's administration, a number of distilleries, breweries, and

potasheries, were in operation, with several manufactories of tiles, bricks,

and earthenware. An attempt was also made, in 1657, to introduce the silk

culture; two years after, mulberry-trees were exported to Curacao; and, as

before stated, the making of salt was attempted; but the inhabitants of

Gravesend, claiming Coney Island under their patent, destroyed the houses and

improvements, burnt the fences, and threatened to throw the workmen into the

flames. 




Although wampum, or

"zeawan" had become almost the exclusive currency of New Netherlands

(1664), still, beaver remained the standard of value. During the years 1651— 2,

Director Stuyvesant tried to introduce a specie currency, and applied to

Holland for twenty-five thousand guilders in Dutch shillings and four-penny

pieces, but the Directors there disapproved of his project. The people were

thus entirely dependent on wampum, as we are now upon " greenbacks,"

and the value of wages, property, and every commodity, was, in consequence,

seriously disturbed. So it is in this day, and ever will be, with an irredeemable

currency, whether of clam-shells, thin paper, or anything else, not equal to

specie. At first, wampum passed at the rate of four black beads for one stiver;

next, it was lowered to six; again, in 1657, to eight; and then it was ordered

to be considered a tender for gold and silver. But Stuyvesant wisely objected,

as it would bring the value of property to naught. In the year 1650, the white

wampum was next reduced from twelve to sixteen, and the black from six to eight

for a stiver. What was the result? The holder was obliged to give more wampum

for any article he purchased of the trader, who, in return, allowed the natives

a large quantity of it for their beavers and skins; and, to use the plain

record of the day, "little or no benefit accrued." Nominally, prices

advanced, when beavers which had been sold for twelve or fourteen guilders rose

to twenty-two and twenty-four, bread from fourteen to twenty-two stivers

(eight-pound loaves) beef nine to ten stivers per pound, pork fifteen to twenty

stivers, shoes from three and a half guilders to twelve a pair, and

wrought-iron from eighteen to twenty stivers the pound. Beavers and specie

remained all the while of equal value; but the difference between these and

wampum was fifty per cent. The effect on wages was almost ruinous. An old

record says: "The poor farmer, laborer, and public officer, being paid in

zeawan, are almost reduced to the necessity of living on alms." 




Those in the employ of the Dutch

Company asked that their salaries might be paid in beavers, but this was

refused; as well might public officers in our day desire to receive gold and

silver for their services. This depreciation of the currency, and the

consequent disturbance of prices, caused much popular clamor, and various

expedients were adopted to amend the unfortunate state of things. The Directors

of New Netherland would have the colonists consider wampum as "

bullion," but would only receive beavers in payment of duties and taxes.

We adopt something of the same theory in our Custom-House payments. Governor

Stuyvesant raised the value of specie in the country twenty to twenty -five per

cent, " to prevent its exportation." Finally, however, the price of

beaver in 1663 fell from eight guilders (specie) to four and a half, white

wampum from sixteen to eight, and black from eight to four for a stiver. What a

fall! This was the state of the public finances when the English 




came in possession of New

Netherland. Some persons are met with at the present time who fear a similar

financial crash sooner or later in our enlightened land with its hundreds and

millions in paper-money operations and promises. 




The public revenue in New

Netherland embraced two descriptions, provincial and municipal: the former

consisting of the export duty on furs, the impost on European goods, with the

tenths of agricultural produce, butter, cheese, etc.; the latter of an excise

duty on liquors and slaughtered cattle. In the year 1655, the duty on exported

furs is stated at twenty-two thousand guilders. The expenses of the Government

became very large, especially from the Indian wars, which also cut off the

supplies of furs; so that by the close of Stuyvesant's administration, there

was a deficit of fifty thousand florins, or twenty thousand dollars. The

municipal revenue arising from the liquor excise was of two kinds, the tapsters

and the burghers — the first paying a duty of four florins a ton on

home-brewed, and six on foreign beer; eight florins a hogshead on French; and

four on Spanish wine, brandy, or other spirits. These rates were doubled in

1662. The income of New Amsterdam from these sources was estimated at

twenty-five thousand guilders. The Company in Holland had now expended twelve

tons of gold in the settlement of New Netherland, and now (1664), when some

return was expected for this large outlay, foreigners seized and possessed

themselves of all the benefits resulting from such expenditures. 




We again resume the thread of our

narrative. The war which broke out in 1672 between the English and the Dutch,

and which was chiefly carried on by the navies of the two powers, occasioned

apprehensions for the safety of the province of New York; and Governor

Lovelace, the successor of Nicolls, the first English Governor, made

preparations for a demonstration of that character on the part of the Dutch.

Nor were his fears unfounded; although, some months elapsing without any appearance

of the enemy, he allowed himself to fall into a fatal sense of security, and

accordingly disbanded the levies, while he himself departed on a visit to the

Eastern colonies, leaving the Fort in charge of Captain John Manning. The

Dutch, however, were not asleep; nor had they relinquished their design.

Determined to regain New Amsterdam at all hazards, they fitted out a fleet of

five ships, commanded by Admirals Benckes and Evertsen, with Captains Colve,

Boes, and Van Zye. On the 29th of July, 1673, they appeared off Sandy Hook; and

quietly sailing up the bay, and anchoring before Staten Island, soon appeared

opposite the Battery. The fleet then opened a heavy cannonade upon the city, at

the same time that Captain Colve, landing with six hundred men, drew up in

order of battle on the Commons, ready to march into the city. At a given signal

the men marched down Broadway, whereupon Captain Manning surrendered the fort,

on condition that its garrison should march out with all the honors of war.

This condition having been granted, the Dutch troops again possessed the fort

and city. New York received the name of New Orange, and the fort itself the

name of Fort William Hendrick. Governor Lovelace, who, meanwhile had hastened

back from his pleasure tour, was allowed to return with the Dutch Admiral. He

received from the English Government a severe reprimand for cowardice and

treachery, and his estates were confiscated to the Duke of York. 




Captain Colve, now in command of

the Province of New Netherland, received a commission from Benckes and Evertsen

to govern the new territory. His rule, though brief, was energetic. He at once

took measures to improve the defenses of the fort; and, in October, 1673, we

find it stated in one of his orders, that the fortifications had then, at great

expense and labor to the citizens and inhabitants, been brought "to

perfection." Anthony De Milt was appointed Schout, with three burgomasters

and five schepens. The entire city assumed the appearance of a military post,

the Commons (the present Park) becoming the parade-ground. A wall or palisade

was placed around it, running from Trinity Church along Wall Street — hence its

name — and block-houses protected the settlement on every side. Every day the

Schout reviewed the military, before the "Stadt Huys," at the head of

Coenties Slip. At six in the evening he received the city keys, and with a

guard of six men locked the public gates, and stationed the sentinels. He

unlocked the gates at sunrise. The city at this period numbered three hundred

and twenty houses. 




But the second administration of

the Dutch was destined to be of short duration. On the 9th of February, 1674,

the treaty of peace between England and the States-General was signed at

Westminster; and the Dutch, having discovered and possessed the beautiful

country of New Netherland for almost sixty years, were now, once and forever,

dispossessed of it. On that day the old fort became " Fort James,"

having surrendered to Sir Edmund Andros, who had been appointed Governor by the

Duke of York. 




 


















 




CHAPTER III.




 




Before closing this section, and

bidding farewell entirely to New York under the Dutch rule, it seems fitting to

glance somewhat minutely at the social manners and customs of our early Dutch

ancestors. 




The Dutch of New Amsterdam were

distinguished for their good nature, love of home, and cordial hospitality.

Fast young men, late hours, and fashionable dissipation were unknown There was,

nevertheless; plenty of opportunity for healthful recreation. Holidays were

abundant, each family having some of its own, such as birth-days, christenings,

and marriage anniversaries. Each season, too, introduced its own peculiar and

social festivals — the " Quilting," " Apple-Raising," and

" Husking Bees." The work on such occasions was soon finished, after

which the guests sat down to a supper, well supplied with chocolate and waffles

— the evening terminating with a merry dance. Dancing was a favorite amusement.

The slaves danced to the music of their rude instruments, in the markets; while

the maidens and youths practiced the same amusement at their social parties,

and around the annual May-Pole on the Bowling Green. 




Besides such holidays, five

public or national festivals were observed. These were — Kerstrydt or

Christmas; Nieuw Jar, or New Year; Paas, or Passover; Pinxter, Whitsuntide; and

Santa Claus, St. Nicholas, or Christ-Kindle Day. The morn of the Nativity was

hailed with universal salutations of a " Merry Christmas " — a good

old Knickerbocker custom which has descended unimpaired to us. Next, in the

day's programme, came "Turkey Shooting-" — the young men repairing

either to the " Beekman Swamp," or on the Common (Park), for this

amusement. Each man paid a few stivers for a "chance," when the best

shot obtained the prize. The day was also commemorated, as it is at the present

time, by family dinners, and closed with domestic gayety and cheerfulness. 




New Year's Day was devoted to the

universal interchange of visits. Every door in New Amsterdam was thrown wide

open, and a warm welcome extended to the stranger as well as the friend. It was

considered a breach of established etiquette to omit any acquaintance in these

annual calls, by which old friendships were renewed, family differences

settled, and broken or neglected intimacies restored. This is another of the

excellent customs of the olden times that still continues among New Yorkers;

and its origin, like many others, is thus traced exclusively to the earliest

Hollanders. 




Paas, or Easter, was a famous

festival among the Dutch, but is now almost forgotten, except by the children,

who still take considerable interest in coloring eggs in honor of the day. The

eggs were found then on every table. This old festival, however, is rapidly

passing away, and, like Pinxter, will soon be forgotten. 




Santa Claus, however, was the day

of all others with the little Dutch folk, for it was sacred to St. Nicholas —

the tutelar divinity of New Amsterdam — who had presided at the figure-head of

the first emigrant ship that reached her shores. The first church erected

within her fort was also named after St. Nicholas. He was, to the imagination

of the little people, a jolly, rosy-cheeked, little old man, with a slouched

hat, large Flemish nose, and a very long pipe. His sleigh, loaded with all

sorts of Christmas gifts, was drawn by swift reindeer; and, as he drove rapidly

over the roofs of the houses, he would pause at the chimneys to leave presents

in the stockings of the good children; if bad, they might expect nothing but a

switch or leather-strap. In this way the young Knickerbockers became models of

good behavior and propriety. They used to sing a suitable hymn on the occasion,

one verse of which is here given, for the benefit of those readers who may wish

to know how it sounded in Dutch: 




 




" Sint Nicholaae, myn goden vriend, 




Ik heb " altyd wel gediend; 




Als gy my nu wot wilt geben, 




Zal ik dienen als myn leven." 




 




TRANSLATION. 




 




" Saint Nicholas, my dear,

good friend, 




To serve you ever was my end; 




If you me now something will

give, 




Serve you, I will, as long as I

live." 




 




" Dinner parties " in

these primitive days were unknown; but this seeming lack of social intercourse

was more than made up by the well-known and numerous tea parties. To "

take tea out" was a Dutch institution, and one of great importance. The

matrons arrayed in their best petticoats and linsey jackets, "home

spun" by their own wheels, would proceed on the intended afternoon visit.

They wore capacious pockets, with scissors, pincushion, and keys hanging from

their girdle, outside of their dress; and, reaching the neighbor's house, the

visitors industriously used knitting-needles and tongues at the same time. The

village gossip was talked over, neighbors' affairs settled, and the stockings

finished by tea-time, when the important meal appeared on the table precisely

at six o'clock. This was always the occasion for the display of the family

plate, with the Lilliputian cups, of rare old family china, out of which the

guests sipped the fragrant herb. A large lump of loaf-sugar invariably

accompanied each cup, on a little plate, and the delightful beverage was

sweetened by an occasional nibble, amid the more solid articles of waffles and

Dutch doughnuts. The pleasant visit finished, the visitors, donning; cloaks and

hoods — as bonnets were unknown — proceeded homeward in time for milking and

other necessary household duties. The kitchen fire-places were of immense size,

large enough to roast a sheep or whole hog; and the hooks and trammels

sustained large iron pots and kettles. In the spacious chimney-corners the children

and negroes gathered — telling stories and cracking nuts by the light of the

blazing pine-knots, while the industrious vrows turned the merry

spinning-wheel, and their lords, the worthy burghers — mayhap just returned

from an Indian scrimmage — quietly smoked their long pipes, as they sat

watching the wreaths curling above their heads. At length, the clock, with its

brazen tongue, having proclaimed the hour of nine, family prayers were said,

and all retired, to rise with the dawn. 




A model housekeeper rose at

cock-crowing, breakfasted with the dawn, and proceeded to the duties of the

day; and when the sun reached the meridian or " noon mark," dinner,

which was strictly a family meal, was on the table. This domestic time-piece

answered every purpose, so regular were the hours and lives of the people. At

one time there were not more than half a dozen clocks in New Amsterdam, with

about the same number of watches. But they were strikingly peculiar in one

respect: they were scarcely ever known to go, and hence were of very little

practical utility. No watch-maker had yet found it profitable to visit the

settlement; and this was a period two centuries before the invention of Yankee

clocks. For a long while, time was marked by hour-glasses and sun-dials. 




We have already seen the interior

of the kitchen, and will now go upstairs into the parlor of the early Dutch

dwellings. Stoves were never dreamed of; but instead of them was the cheerful

fire-place, sometimes in the corner, but more generally reaching nearly across

the back of the room, with its huge gum back-log and glowing fire of hickory.

The shovel and tongs occupied each corner of the fire-place, keeping guard, as

it were, over the family brass-mounted andirons which supported the blazing

wood. Marble mantles had not yet been invented; but chimney-jambs, inlaid with

party colors, imported Holland tiles, representing all kinds of Scriptural

stories, were quite ornamental as well as instructive. Many a youngster has

received categorical instruction from these silent venerable teachers. 




In one corner of the room always

stood the huge oaken iron-bound chest, brimful of household linen, spun by the

ladies of the family, who delighted to display these domestic riches to their

visitors. Later, this plain wardrobe gave place to the " chest of

drawers" one drawer placed upon the other, until the pile reached the

ceiling, with its shining brass rings and key-holes. The bookcase, too, with

its complicated writing-desk, mysterious secret-drawers and pigeon -holes, came

into use about the same period, though both were unknown to the early

Knickerbockers. Sideboards were not introduced into New Amsterdam until after

the American Revolution, and were entirely of English origin. The round

tea-table also occupied a place in the corner of the parlor, while the large

square dining-table stood in the kitchen for daily use. In another corner stood

the well-known Holland cupboard, with glass doors, conspicuously displaying the

family plate and porcelain. Little looking-glasses in narrow black frames, were

in common use; two or three only of the wealthiest burghers possessing larger

mirrors, elaborately ornamented with gilding and flowers. About 1730, the

sconce came in fashion — a hanging or projecting candlestick, with a mirror to

reflect the rays This was a very showy article, giving a fine light to the

rooms. After this period pier and mantel glasses came into fashion. Pictures,

such as they were, abounded; but they were, for the most part, poor engravings

of Dutch cities and naval engagements. Chintz calico of inferior quality formed

the only window-curtains, without any cornices. There were no carpets among the

early Dutch, nor any in general use among the New Yorkers until up to the

period of the Revolution. The famous Captain Kidd, it is said, owned the first

modern carpet in his best room, and the pirate's house was the best furnished

in the city. It was made of Turkey work, at a cost of twenty-five dollars, and

resembled a large rug. The custom of sanding the floor of the principal room,

or parlor, was universal, and much taste was displayed in the many fanciful

devices and figures made in the sand with the brooms of the smart Dutch matrons

and daughters. Our Dutch ancestors knew nothing of lounges or sofas, or even of

that comfortable American invention, the rocking-chair. Their best chairs were

straight and high-backed, covered with Russia leather, and elaborately

ornamented with double and triple rows of brass nails. In addition to these,

the parlor was decorated with one or two chairs having embroidered seats and

backs, the handiwork of the daughters. Some of the oldest families also

displayed in their best rooms two chairs with cushions of tapestry, or velvet,

trimmed with lace. About the year 1700, cane seats became fashionable, and

thirty years after came the leather chairs, worth from five to ten dollars

each. These led the fashion about thirty years more, when mahogany and black

walnut chairs, with their crimson damask cushions, appeared. 




But the most ornamental piece of

furniture in the parlor was the bed, with its heavy curtains and valance of

camlet. No mattresses then, but a substantial bed of live geese feathers, with

a very light one of down for the covering. These beds were the boast and pride

of the most respectable Dutch matrons, and, with their well-filled chests of

home-made linen, supplied their claims to skill in housekeeping. A check

covering cased the bed and pillows; the sheets were made of homespun linen; and

over the whole was thrown a bed-quilt of patchwork, wrought into every

conceivable shape and pattern. 




The " betste"

(bedstead) was at this period a part of the house. It was constructed something

like a cupboard, with closing doors, so that by day, when unoccupied, the

apartment could be used for a sitting-room. In more humble houses, the "

sloop banck" or " bunk," was the sleeping-place. In Dutch

taverns, the good vrow or her maid opened the doors of the "betste"

for the traveler, and, like a kind mother, bade him "mel te rusten" —

"goodnight," and always, as an old friend, "hoo-y rees" —

"goodby." To this day, in Holland, travelers meet similar receptions

at the taverns; and all the guests, assembling in one room, eat, drink, and

smoke. 




Our Dutch forefathers were fond

of pure, good milk — a luxury unknown to their unfortunate descendants. It was

the common practice for all who could afford stable room, to keep their own

cows, and thus furnish their families with milk and butter. Rip Van Dam, in

1748, kept two cows; and Abraham De Puyster, one of the wealthiest merchants,

owned the same number. Good pasturage, too, surrounded the town, no further off

than the present Park. A man with a bell came along early in the morning for

the cows, driving them through Wall to the city gate, at the corner of that street

and Water; thence to the fields about the Collect, where the Tombs now stands;

in the evening he brought them back to their owners. 




In the earlier period of New

Amsterdam, the grain was made into flour by pestle and mortar, every family

adopting this method. Coin then as now was exceedingly scarce; nor was there

even any paper currency. Hence, grain became as much the circulating medium as

" greenbacks " are at the present day with us. From this

circumstance, the pestle and mortar constituted the real mints of the people;

the pounded grain passing current for goods and labor, like bank-notes. 




The horses of those days were

bred wild in the woods and pastures which covered the upper part of Manhattan

Island. Thousands of them ran at large, their owners, at certain seasons,

branding them with their names, when they were turned loose again, until winter

rendered a shelter for them necessary. Such was their great increase, that it

is said the Island was overrun by the animals, now become as wild and dangerous

as the buffaloes of the prairies; the breed was, consequently, inferior, the

price of a horse ranging from ten dollars to forty dollars, according to the

strength, and not the speed, of the animal. This great plenty of horse-flesh,

however, afforded ample opportunity for the fair Dutch dames to indulge their

favorite pastime — riding on horseback. The ladies, at this period, however,

did not ride on horseback alone, as is now the fashion, but were mounted upon a

pillion, or padded cushion, placed behind the gentleman's saddle (or a

servant's), upon whose support they depended. This was the common custom, as

the roads were unbroken, being, in fact, little better than bridle-paths. Early

in the eighteenth century side-saddles came into partial use. The gentlemen's

housings were made of bright-colored cloths or velvet, often trimmed with

silver lace; holsters were common. 




The literature of New Amsterdam

was entirely different from that of modern times. In the place of the novels,

magazines, and light reading which now fill the center-tables, there was to be

found little else than Bibles, Testaments, and hymn-books. The matrons' church

books were generally costly bound, with silver clasps and edgings, and

sometimes of gold. These were suspended to the girdle by silver and gold

chains, and distinguished the style of the families using them, on the Sabbath

days. 




The Sundays in New Amsterdam

were, moreover, better observed by its inhabitants than at the present day. All

classes, arrayed in their best, then attended the public services of religion;

and the people, almost exclusively Calvinists, attended the Dutch Reformed

Church. The "Koeck" or bell-ringer and sexton, was an important

personage on the Sabbath. He not only summoned the congregation by the sound of

the church-going bell, but formed a procession of himself and his assistants to

carry the cushions of the burgomasters and schepens from the City Hall to the

pews appropriated to these officials. At the same time, the Schout went his

rounds, to see that quiet was kept in the streets during Divine worship, and

also to stop the games of the negro slaves and Indians — to whom the Sabbath

was allowed as a day of recreation, except during church hours. 




Small pieces of ivampum were

obtained by the deacons, and sold at great value to the heads of the Dutch

families. These, having been distributed among the different members of

families, were then taken to church, and deposited in the collection-bags,

which were attached to long poles. Such was the custom a long while; nor, in

some of the interior Dutch settlements, has it been entirely abandoned at the

present day. Formerly, a small bell was attached to the bottom of the bags, to

remind the drowsy of the collection. The deacons, being thus prepared to

receive the benefactions of the congregation, presented themselves in front of

the pulpit, when, the Dominie having addressed a few appropriate words to them,

they forthwith proceeded to collect the contributions. At that day, also, the

" Koorleser" or Clerk, occupied a little pew in front of the pulpit,

holding in his hand a rod, on the end of which all notices were placed, and

thus passed up to the Dominie. The moment the minister reached the pulpit

stairs, he offered a private prayer, holding his hat before his face, until,

having sought the aid of the Lord and Master, he ascended the sacred desk. 




It was also at this time the

custom to publish from the pulpit the bans three times before a marriage could

be solemnized. 




The Dutch Church was, at this

period, within the fort, at the Battery; and the present Bowling Green, an open

field, exhibited many country wagons, arranged in regular order, while their

horses were allowed to graze on the green slopes that led down to the Hudson

River. And here, in the old Church of St. Nicholas, for half a century, from

1642 to 1693, the early Dutch worshipped God in His Holy Temple. 




Every house in New Amsterdam was

surrounded by a garden, sufficiently large to accommodate a horse, a cow, two

pigs, fowls, a patch of cabbages, and a tulip-bed. Indeed, the love of flowers

seems to have been inherent in the Dutch dames. While the head of a family

carefully watched the growth of some ancient household tree, planted, in

accordance with a universal custom in New Amsterdam, directly before the

door-way, the matron might have been seen with her large calash over her

shoulders, and her little painted basket of seeds in her hand, going to the

labors of the garden. Nor is this figurative. It was the universal custom for a

Dutch lady in independent circumstances, gentle of form and manner, to sow,

plant, and cultivate. These fair gardeners were also good florists. Where have

there ever been found choicer hyacinths and tulips than among the Hollanders'?

Indeed, all New Yorkers may well feel proud of their great-great-great

grandmothers from Holland. They were fair and unblemished religious dames, with

great grasp of mind, and of exemplary industry. The important task of religious

instruction chiefly devolved upon them; and the essentials, especially the

ceremonials of piety, were instilled upon the minds of their children. Hence

mothers among the early Dutch were always regarded with peculiar reverence. 




The Dutch ladies wore no bonnets,

as is still the fashion with some of the German emigrants who now arrive at

Castle Garden. At New Amsterdam the fashionable dress was a colored petticoat,

rather short (for ease in walking), waist jacket, colored hose of homespun

woolen, and high-heeled shoes, suitable to a city destitute of pavements or

sidewalks of any kind. The Dutch burghers wore long-waisted coats, with skirts

reaching almost to their ankles, and adorned with large silver buttons. The

wardrobe of a prominent burgomaster at the transfer of Now Amsterdam to the

British, was as follows: A cloth coat, with silver buttons, worth fifteen

dollars; a stuff coat, ten dollars; cloth breeches, ten shillings; a cloth

coat, with gimp buttons, seven dollars and fifty cents; a black cloth coat,

seven dollars; a black velvet coat, fifteen dollars; a silk coat, breeches, and

doublet, six dollars; a silver cloth breeches and doublet, five dollars; a

velvet waistcoat, with silver lace, live dollars; a buff coat and silk sleeves,

five dollars; three grass-green cloaks, six dollars each; besides several old

suits. To these also must be added linen, hose, shoes with silver buckles, a

cane with an ivory head, and a hat. It may be doubted if our present Mayors,

with all their cloths and cassimere's, possess even one tithe of such an

assortment of coats, pants, and vests, as this official Dutchman, their

predecessor, in "ye olden time." 




In the good old Dutch times

respectable tradesmen worked hard; none were drones or mere lookers-on. There

existed but little competition among tradesmen, as with us. No tempting display

of goods in show-windows attracted the attention and excited the desire of

passers-by to go beyond their means. Content to sell their goods at a fair

profit, they secured both good customers and a reputation for probity and fair

dealing. It was the English who first introduced display, fashion, and

extravagance. It was they who first introduced the custom of keeping the shops

open at night — a needless and expensive fashion, and greatly injurious to the

health and morals of the clerks. In these early days, however, the diligent

closed their stores and shops at an early hour. All classes went on foot; for

carriages and wheeled vehicles were very scarce. Even physicians paid ail their

visits on foot; and, in another respect, they differed widely from the doctors

of the present day — their charges were very moderate. 




At funerals, it was the custom to

give hot wine in winter, and wine-sangaree in summer. Ladies generally attended

on such mournful occasions, especially if the deceased was a female, when burnt

wine was served in silver tankards. At a later era, on the death of Mrs. Daniel

Phoenix, the wife of the City Treasurer, all the pall-bearers were ladies. 




The working man always wore his

leather apron, no matter what his employment. Tradesmen were accustomed to saw

their own wood; and a most healthful exercise it was. Nor did any man in middle

circumstances fear to carry home his "one hundredweight" of meal from

market. On the contrary, it would have been considered a disgrace to have

avoided such a burden. 




A greater change, however, in the

habits of the people, cannot be named than in that of hired servants or "

help." The female servants formerly wore short gowns of green baize, with

petticoats of linsey-woolsey, receiving only half a dollar a week for their

wages. Now they demand from eight to fourteen dollars a month, and dress like

fashionable ladies, displaying all their pride and show. 




In these primitive days, also,

when a man " set up business," he invariably took down his own

shutters, opened the door, swept the store, and dusted the goods himself by the

gray dawn. Then men grew rich by early rising, economy, and industry, and by

attending to their own business themselves, and not leaving their interest in

the charge of boys, agents, or clerks. The only capital of most young men then

were industry and punctuality; and labor and honesty were as fashionable at

this early day as stylish young men, defaulting cashiers, fast living, and fast

horses are now. Neither would any sensible matron permit her daughter to

encourage the attention of any young man who was not his own servant. 




Shortly before the cession of New

Amsterdam to the British rule, the settlement was celebrated for its number of

young people, as the children of the early immigrants had then reached adult

age. Several daughters of the wealthy burghers were married to young Englishmen

whose visits were only of a temporary character. Many romantic rural spots,

everywhere surrounding the settlements at New Netherland, were naturally

favorable to the important business of courtship, and there were several places

of pleasant resort famed for this business, even at that early day. The

Locust-Trees was one, upon a bluff on the shore of the North River, a little

back of the present Trinity Church-yard. From this commanding and shady

eminence, the eye could wander over an extensive vista of river, bay, islands,

and the bold, distant hills of New Jersey. Here, too, was the West India

Company's beautiful garden, on the site of the present Trinity Church, with its

rich flowers and vegetable productions. A little beyond the town was Maiden's

Valley, now Maiden Lane, a rural, shady walk, with a charming litte rivulet

meandering through it. The original name of this rustic walk was Maagde

Paatje, or the " Maiden's Path." South of this lane stretched the

Clover Watte, or " Pasture Field; " and from the present Gold street,

hidden in the foliage, a little stream, fed by a living spring, came tumbling

down the rocks. From John, near Gold, a longer walk led to the enchanting

lakelet, the Kolck, or " Collect," nestling within a circle of forest

hills. Like many such ponds in the vicinity of old villages, this,

traditionally, had no bottom, and was said to be haunted by the spirits of some

old native sachems, the paddles of whose canoes could be heard at night, though

nothing was seen visibly to disturb the crystal waters. All these spots were

famous trysting-places of the youthful New Netherlander. But how changed the

scene! Where those sparkling and beautiful waters once flowed, and the morning

carols of the birds were heard, the dark, sorrowful and simple abodes of the

"Five Points" now stand in close proximity to the gloomy prison cells

of the " Tombs." But although New York City, two hundred years ago,

passed over to British rule, still the inhabitants remained Dutch in their

manners, customs, modes of thought, and religious ideas, for many subsequent

years. Sleighing was a fashionable amusement; and a ride to Harlem became the

longest drive among the " city folk." Parties, however, often turned

aside to visit " Hell Gate," influenced, doubtless, by the fact that

on this road, over the Tamkill (a little stream emptying into the East River,

opposite Blackwell's Island), was the Kissing Bridge, so laid down on the old

maps, and named from the old Dutch custom of the gentlemen saluting their lady

companions whenever they crossed the bridge. That was the day also of the

" cocked hats " and " cues," which stuck out from behind

the head " stiff as a poker."' The most fashionable gentleman made

his appearance before the fair one who was to be his companion in the ride, in

a large camlet cloak, with a very large cape, snuff-colored coat, small clothes

and thick stockings drawn over the shoes to keep out the snow. In addition, a

woolen tippet warmly protected his neck, and domestic-knit mittens his hands.

People then showed their good sense by dressing according to the weather. 




An old chronicle tells us that an

Ethiopian, named Caesar, had great fame as a driver, fiddler, and waiter. The

ladies, once upon a time, appeared in linsey-woolsey, with hoods of immense

size; and at noon away went the party in high glee, to the jingle of

sleigh-bells, to take a cup of tea and a dance at Harlem. Reaching there,

Caesar tuned his three-stringed fiddle; when the gentlemen appeared in their

snare-toed shoes, and the ladies in peak-toed, high-heeled slippers. Dancing

and skipping the " light, fantastic toe" immediately begun, and

continued until eight o'clock in the evening, when they again hastened back to

the city; for " to be out" after nine, on common occasions, was

considered a certain sign of bad morals. 




The earliest Dutch emigrants to

New York left their deep impress upon the city and upon the State. Far-reaching

commerce, which immortalized Old Amsterdam in the seventeenth century, soon

provoked the envy of New Amsterdam's neighbors, and in the end made our city

the emporium of the Western World. Oar ancestors left children and children's

children, who were well fitted to act important parts in the great work of

opening the American continent to European Christian civilization. They brought

with them honest maxims, industry, and the liberal ideas of their Fatherland —

their school-masters, their dominies, and their Bibles. In the course of events,

however, New Netherland passed over to British rule, when new customs, new

relationships, and new habits of thought, were introduced. 
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