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In 'The Eve of St. Agnes', John Keats explores themes of love, desire, and superstition through the tale of Porphyro and Madeline, who defy their feuding families to be together. Keats uses rich, sensory imagery and vivid descriptions to create a dream-like atmosphere that blurs the lines between reality and fantasy. Written in the romantic tradition, the poem showcases Keats' mastery of language and his ability to evoke strong emotions in the reader. 'The Eve of St. Agnes' is a prime example of Romantic poetry at its finest, with its focus on beauty, imagination, and the supernatural. Keats' work is often associated with the second generation of Romantic poets, who rebelled against the strictures of neoclassicism and embraced nature and emotion in their writing. His tragic life, marked by illness and early death, lends a poignant depth to his poetry, making 'The Eve of St. Agnes' a poignant and timeless exploration of love and passion. I highly recommend this work to readers who appreciate the power of language and the beauty of Romantic poetry.
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In 'The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde: 150+ Titles in One Edition,' readers are granted access to the entire body of work by the prolific playwright and novelist Oscar Wilde. This collection includes his well-known plays such as 'The Importance of Being Earnest' and 'Lady Windermere's Fan,' as well as his thought-provoking essays and enigmatic novel 'The Picture of Dorian Gray.' Wilde's works are characterized by his wit, social commentary, and exploration of human nature, making this anthology a must-read for lovers of Victorian literature. The collection also provides insight into the societal norms and values of the era in which Wilde wrote, showcasing his unique perspective on the world around him. Oscar Wilde, known for his flamboyant personality and sharp wit, drew inspiration from his own experiences and observations of society to create his timeless works. His unconventional views on art, beauty, and morality are reflected in his writings, challenging readers to think critically about the world they inhabit. Wilde's unique writing style and ability to layer meaning beneath satire have made him a household name in literature. I highly recommend 'The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde' to anyone interested in exploring the complexities of human behavior and society through the lens of one of the greatest literary figures of the 19th century. Wilde's ability to entertain and provoke thought simultaneously makes this collection a valuable addition to any library.
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The Complete Plays of Oscar Wilde showcases the remarkable literary talent of the iconic author through a compilation of his most renowned plays. Wilde's plays exhibit a unique blend of wit, humor, and social commentary that captivate readers and audiences alike. From the satirical comedy of 'The Importance of Being Earnest' to the dark themes explored in 'Salome', Wilde's works continue to be celebrated for their timeless relevance and enduring appeal. The eloquent dialogue and intricate character development found in each play highlight Wilde's mastery of the theatrical medium and his skillful storytelling prowess. Set against the backdrop of the Victorian era, Wilde's plays shed light on the societal norms and values of the time, offering a poignant reflection on the human condition and the complexities of human relationships. Oscar Wilde, a prominent figure in the Victorian literary scene, drew inspiration from his own life experiences and observations of society to create the rich tapestry of characters and themes found in his plays. A visionary and a provocateur, Wilde challenged conventional beliefs and norms through his work, pushing the boundaries of what was deemed acceptable in his time. His wit and charm, coupled with his keen insight into human nature, continue to resonate with readers and scholars today, solidifying his status as a literary icon. I highly recommend The Complete Plays of Oscar Wilde to readers who appreciate thought-provoking dramas that explore the complexities of human nature and society. Wilde's plays offer a glimpse into the Victorian era while addressing universal themes that remain relevant in modern times. Whether you are a fan of classic literature or interested in exploring the works of a literary genius, this collection is sure to enchant and inspire. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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Oscar Wilde's 'The Poetry of Oscar Wilde' is a collection that exemplifies his wit, charm, and depth of emotion. The book includes iconic works such as 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol' and 'The Importance of Being Earnest,' showcasing Wilde's clever wordplay and satire. Known for his flamboyant lifestyle, Wilde's writing style reflects the aesthetic movement of the late 19th century, with a focus on beauty and art for art's sake. His poetry often delves into themes of love, society, and morality, making it a timeless and thought-provoking read for literature enthusiasts. Oscar Wilde, a prominent figure in Victorian literature, was a playwright, poet, and novelist. His keen observations of society and human nature, along with his sharp wit, are evident in his works. Wilde's own tumultuous life experiences, including his trial and imprisonment for homosexuality, undoubtedly influenced the depth and complexity of his poetry. 'The Poetry of Oscar Wilde' is a must-read for those captivated by Wilde's brilliance and those who enjoy delving into the complexities of human relationships and societal norms. Wilde's timeless works continue to resonate with readers today, making this collection a valuable addition to any literature lover's bookshelf.
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Oscar Wilde's 'The Miscellaneous Writings of Oscar Wilde' is a collection of essays, poems, and plays that showcase his wit, humor, and commentary on Victorian society. Wilde's literary style is characterized by clever wordplay, sharp satire, and a keen eye for social norms. This collection provides a glimpse into the mind of one of the most influential writers of the late 19th century, highlighting Wilde's versatility as a writer and his ability to engage with a wide range of topics. The essays touch on themes of aesthetics, morality, and the role of art in society, while the poems and plays showcase Wilde's talent for storytelling and his unique perspective on life. Readers will be captivated by Wilde's sharp observations and timeless wit, making this collection a must-read for fans of classic literature and those interested in the cultural landscape of Victorian England. Oscar Wilde's personal experiences and his keen observations of society undoubtedly influenced his writing in 'The Miscellaneous Writings of Oscar Wilde'. Wilde's own struggles with societal expectations, his unconventional lifestyle, and his eventual downfall due to a public scandal all find echoes in the themes and characters of his works. By delving into this collection, readers will gain a deeper understanding of Wilde's complex personality and the literary genius that set him apart from his contemporaries. Whether you are a fan of Wilde's iconic works or new to his writing, 'The Miscellaneous Writings of Oscar Wilde' offers a comprehensive look at the mind of a literary giant and is sure to leave a lasting impression on all who delve into its pages.
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    This volume, The Complete Poems of Oscar Wilde, gathers in a single compass the whole extent of Wilde’s verse, from the youthful triumph of Ravenna to the late power of The Ballad of Reading Gaol. It presents both the well-known long poems—The Garden of Eros, The Burden of Itys, Charmides, The Sphinx—and the many shorter lyrics, sonnets, ballades, and occasional pieces that chart his career. The purpose is simple: to allow readers to encounter the full range of Wilde’s poetic voice as it evolved across decades, settings, and moods, and to see how themes and techniques recur, deepen, and transform over time.

While Wilde’s literary achievement encompasses drama, fiction, criticism, and letters, the present collection is devoted exclusively to poetry. Within that single art, however, the variety is striking. There are narrative poems and dramatic monologues, civic odes and elegies, songs and serenades, sonnets and villanelles, impressionist sketches and inscriptions. The titles assembled here—Impressions, Impression du Matin, Ballade de Marguerite, Pan: Double Villanelle, An Inscription, and more—demonstrate his command of inherited forms and his willingness to test their expressive limits. Dedicatory poems and occasional verses sit beside major works, revealing a poet at ease in intimacy and in public address.

A consistent thread is Wilde’s fascination with beauty as a moral and intellectual category. The poems repeatedly consult the classical world—Theocritus, Endymion, Panthea, the Sphinx—and fit Greek and Roman myth to modern sensibility. This is not antiquarian display; rather, it is a living resource that supplies figures for desire, grief, heroism, and artistic vocation. His diction is saturated with color, texture, and sound, exhibiting the aesthetic credo associated with his name while admitting reflection, doubt, and critique. The result is a lyric surface of remarkable finish through which a mind probes the uses of art and the claims of life.

Place is more than backdrop in Wilde’s verse; it is a method. Italy, France, and England appear as sites where culture, faith, and politics intersect. Poems such as Le Jardin des Tuileries, At Verona, By the Arno, San Miniato, Rome Unvisited, and Urbs Sacra Aeterna register the pressure of history on the present, while London pieces like Impression du Matin and Magdalen Walks trace the rhythms of the modern city. Sacred interiors—On Hearing the Dies Irae Sung in the Sistine Chapel, Easter Day—invite meditations on ritual and art. Across these settings, perception itself becomes the subject, guided by painterly attention.

Wilde’s poems converse with the poets he revered and the traditions he inherited. The Grave of Keats, The Grave of Shelley, To Milton, and On the Sale by Auction of Keats’ Love Letters position him within a lineage that runs through Romanticism back to classical pastoral and epic. These are not mere tributes; they examine how the afterlives of writers inhabit books, monuments, and markets. The tension between reverence and modern disillusion is carefully measured, producing a humane poetics of remembrance. In charting influences so explicitly, Wilde clarifies the standards by which he judges himself and his contemporaries.

Equally prominent is an intimate register of love, longing, and renunciation. Pieces like Her Voice, My Voice, Silentium Amoris, Roses and Rue, Helas, and Taedium Vitae display the emotional intricacies that Wilde channels through form. Voices shift between confession and restraint, ardor and irony, often staging dialogue as a way to honor complexity. The poems seldom declare; they suggest, echo, and counterpoint, allowing the unsaid to resonate beside meticulously wrought stanzas. The result is love poetry whose polish heightens its vulnerability, and whose musicality carries feeling without dissolving it, maintaining balance between personal candor and artistic discipline.

Wilde’s public poetry addresses history and politics with a characteristic mixture of grandeur, sympathy, and skepticism. Ave Imperatrix, Louis Napoleon, Libertatis Sacra Fames, Quantum Mutata, Italia, and Humanitad register shifts in power and the claims of freedom and justice. These poems weigh pageantry against suffering, national myth against the lives it touches. The civic voice he adopts is eloquent but not naive, willing to admire ceremony while counting its costs. The interplay of rhetoric and conscience gives these works their charge, as if the poet were testing art’s ability to illuminate collective experience without surrendering to mere occasion.

Formal mastery underwrites all this variety. Wilde’s lines move confidently through iambic measures and complex stanzaic designs, handling refrain and rhyme with ease. He draws on French forms—ballade, villanelle—and on musical analogy, as in Sunrise: Symphony in Yellow, to organize perception by rhythm and motif. The Impression poems explore painterly and atmospheric effects; the narrative expanses of Charmides or The Garden of Eros require architectural control; short lyrics like Athanasia or Serenade rely on delicacy and poise. Across modes, his prosody is sensuous without laxity, compressing image and idea so that structure and ornament prove inseparable.

The theatre’s spell is strong in these pages. Impressions De Theatre, and poems titled Phedre, Portia, Camma, and Queen Henrietta Maria, engage with stage personae, classical venues, and the conditions of performance. Wilde, a dramatist by vocation, here translates dramatic intuition into lyric means, testing how a poem can frame an entrance, a gesture, or a mask. The Theatre at Argos imagines antiquity as a living scene rather than a museum. In such pieces, character and chorus, aria and aside, become metaphors for reading, suggesting that poetry itself is a stage where voices contend and selfhood is rehearsed.

Loss and mortality are never far from Wilde’s art. A Lament, Requiescat, The New Remorse, and In the Forest reveal how bereavement refines his style into clarity and quiet. The Ballad of Reading Gaol, composed after Wilde’s imprisonment, lends the late work its gravest authority, contemplating suffering, pity, and the instruments of punishment. Yet even in his darkest writing, cadence gathers compassion. The poems do not sensationalize grief; they weigh it, balancing private pain with the public measure of verse. In this, Wilde unites ethical urgency with aesthetic exactitude, proving that art can face sorrow without forfeiting form.

Ambition marks the longer poems collected here. The Burden of Itys and The Garden of Eros attempt large-scale harmonies of nature, myth, and meditation; Charmides and The Sphinx employ narrative and monologue to test the reach of desire and the limits of knowledge. Such works extend beyond the lapidary lyric toward structures that demand patience and reward re-reading. They show Wilde as an architect of sequences and arguments, not only as a jeweler of lines. Together with the shorter pieces, they map a career that embraces both display and depth, spectacle and scrutiny, the rapture and the reckoning.

The lasting significance of Wilde’s poetry lies in this comprehensive art: imaginative range anchored by form, erudition warmed by feeling, and style that can dazzle without evasion. These poems deepen our understanding of the writer whose plays and prose helped define a cultural moment, and they stand independently as achievements of late Victorian verse. By assembling the complete poems, this collection invites readers to follow a life in art from the promise of Ravenna through the mastery of The Sphinx to the testament of Reading Gaol. The story that emerges is not redundant to biography; it is the work itself.
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    Introduction

Oscar Wilde (1854–1900) was an Irish-born poet, novelist, essayist, and dramatist whose wit and aesthetic doctrine helped define late-Victorian culture. Though celebrated for The Picture of Dorian Gray and his society comedies, poetry framed his career’s beginning and end—from the prize-winning Ravenna to the visionary The Sphinx and the stark, compassionate The Ballad of Reading Gaol. The present collection assembles his city “impressions,” classical and historical monologues, political and devotional sonnets, and intimate lyrics. It maps Wilde’s transformation from ornamented Hellenist and urban colorist to moral witness, revealing how art, eros, and conscience interweave across a body of work that remains central to discussions of Aestheticism and Decadence.

Spanning early, mid, and late phases, the poems here show the breadth of Wilde’s method and themes. Lush pastorals and odes such as The Garden of Eros, Panthea, and Humanitad balance with modern nocturnes like The Harlot’s House and Impression du Matin. Elegy and self-scrutiny surface in Requiescat, Helas, Silentium Amoris, and The New Remorse; classical and continental settings color By the Arno, At Verona, and Rome Unvisited. Homages and anxieties about posterity appear in The Grave of Keats, The Grave of Shelley, and On the Sale by Auction of Keats’ Love Letters, while The Sphinx and The Ballad of Reading Gaol close the arc with visionary density and humane clarity.

Education and Literary Influences

Wilde received a classical education in Ireland and England before emerging as a public advocate of art’s autonomy. He studied at Trinity College, Dublin, where he excelled in Greek under J. P. Mahaffy, and then at Magdalen College, Oxford. There he absorbed John Ruskin’s moral aesthetics and Walter Pater’s impressionist creed, influences that shaped both his criticism and verse. In 1878 he won Oxford’s Newdigate Prize for Ravenna, a poem that already blended travel, memory, and art history. Journeys in Italy and Greece further grounded his Hellenism, later visible in Theocritus, Endymion, and the Mediterranean evocations that recur throughout this collection.

Wilde’s reading and social milieu fed the collection’s cosmopolitan voice. Romantic inheritance from Keats and Shelley informs elegies like The Grave of Keats and The Grave of Shelley; Dantean devotion flickers through Vita Nuova and On Hearing the Dies Irae Sung in the Sistine Chapel. French currents—from Parnassian finish to Symbolist languor—color Les Balloons, In the Gold Room, and the luxuriant The Sphinx. From Ruskin he drew attention to craft and conscience; from Pater, to sensation and style. Pre-Raphaelite color harmonies surface in Symphony in Yellow and Impression du Matin, while classical poise and mythic reach shape Charmides, Panthea, and Humanitad.

Literary Career

Wilde’s first major volume, Poems (early 1880s), gathered the ambitious long pieces and ornate lyrics that made his poetic reputation. The Garden of Eros, Humanitad, Panthea, Charmides, and The Burden of Itys showcase an architectonic style—stanzaic patterning, painterly epithets, and classical allusion—alongside intimate notes in Helas and Requiescat. Contemporary reviewers often alternated between admiration for finish and charges of derivativeness, yet the book sold well and established him as a public figure of Aestheticism. Ravenna, already crowned by the Newdigate, linked Oxford discipline to continental sensibility and signaled his fascination with cities as repositories of memory, art, and power.

Urban modernity drew Wilde to shorter, tonal “impressions.” Impression du Matin renders London by color and sound; Magdalen Walks laments and luxuriates in seasonal change. In the Gold Room and Les Balloons play with chromatic registers; Symphony in Yellow conceives verse as visual music. The Harlot’s House—one of his most anthologized city poems—stages a danse macabre of desire and mechanism, exposing moral lassitude without renouncing aesthetic poise. Under the Balcony and By the Arno bridge salon lyric and street scene, while Le Jardin des Tuileries hints at Parisian play and ritual. Across these pieces, rhythm and hue function like brushwork.

Classical and historical interests produced a gallery of monologues and tableaux. Portia, Phedre, Queen Henrietta Maria, and Camma dramatize character through mask and cadence. Endymion revisits myth as modern reverie; The Theatre at Argos imagines antiquity alive with ritual energy. Travel poems—San Miniato, At Verona, Rome Unvisited, Urbs Sacra Aeterna—yoke art history to place, often staging the pilgrim-critic before ruins, frescoes, and churches. Theocritus offers pastoral ideality refracted through Victorian cadence, while Pan – Double Villanelle shows formal experiment. These pieces sustain the Aesthetic creed yet interrogate it, measuring beauty’s claims against time, spectacle, and empire.

Political and civic currents thread the oeuvre. Ave Imperatrix, Louis Napoleon, Quantum Mutata, and Libertatis Sacra Fames register shifts in power, war, and liberty; Italia and Urbs Sacra Aeterna consider nation, Rome, and cultural memory. E Tenebris and Easter Day entwine spiritual crisis with social night, while On the Sale by Auction of Keats’ Love Letters laments a market that consumes intimacy and genius alike. Humanitad inflects cosmopolitan hope with ethical urgency. Without turning propagandist, Wilde uses sonnet and ode to test how rhetoric, pity, and irony can coexist with aesthetic finish, revealing a conscience sharpened by history and receptive to the suffering of others.

Intimate lyrics and theatrically inflected portraits anchor the middle range of the collection. Silentium Amoris, Her Voice, My Voice, Quia Multum Amavi, and Taedium Vitae chart eros, estrangement, and renunciation with technical poise. A Lament, The New Remorse, Remorse, and Roses and Rue probe memory and moral aftertaste; Madonna Mia and The New Helen recast ideal beauty through modern disillusion. To My Wife – With A Copy Of My Poems situates the poet’s public image within domestic allegiance, while With A Copy Of ‘A House of Pomegranates’ links his fairy-tale art to lyric craft. Ballade de Marguerite, Chanson, Canzonet, and Love Song display his fluency across inherited French and Italian forms.

The late style clarifies and darkens. The Sphinx (mid-1890s) condenses orientalizing fantasy, classical lore, and decadent cadence into an incantatory monologue of desire and dread—sumptuous, mannered, and hypnotic. After his imprisonment, The Ballad of Reading Gaol (late 1890s) shifts to plainer diction, strong refrain, and narrative compassion, transforming observation into indictment of carceral cruelty. Alongside the prose testament De Profundis, the Ballad reoriented Wilde’s reputation from dazzling aesthete to humane critic of punishment. Read with E Tenebris and Humanitad, it shows continuity as well as rupture: a poet of color and cadence who, at the last, insists on pity’s claim.
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